‘ BY James BiRveY [
ERAIRIA JUMBLES : - 'L WRITTEMN €., 1950

I belong to taz Class who love ihe Frairie.Was porm on Portage Frairi

wiscosin,with the exceptlon of Two yéafs 11ved in the Lumber Woods

__, of Wiscosin,my entire life has been spent on the Grass,Coverea S

rolling-Peikries of Wisconsin,Iowa,South Dakota,Illincis.I love

- them.So will take the Prairie ‘for mine if you please.l love the

feel of unhindered Sunlight and unhindered breezes.
Foresn Dwelling-proved a tragedy ito me.The oldest of what was

-—éesnlné& %o becows a nuamerious family.The great Pine Foresis of

"  Wisconsin were yilelding their fine timber to civilizatlon to be

sawsd Into lumber for bullding.They paid good wages ,y People had
ileft Portage Prairie for the Plneries,where Father worked.Tne HINSEER
important faéﬁors in that great transmutation was the sharp steel
axe and sirong,tralned human Arm to welld lt.Each year a siream of
robust men came from the Prairies to the Forests to assist in vhangin
the great logs into sawed Lumber .My People were living in the Town
of Chippewa=-Falls whlle Father worked at tue Lumber Camp.

I was a DOy 5ix Years cld.Clne day afiesr dinner I passed out o our
Nelghpors Chopping Block where repogsed an Axe and hard Dy a small
dry Plne stick,Upon the impulse I placed one end of the stick
uponlﬁhe plock,struck it with the axe,the stick broke,one Pelce
flew into my face,struck in my Left Eye,Totalling ©linding me Ifor
Two years,when thro the sk1ll of a good Doctor,The Vision of the
right eye was restored,and thro that alone I have done my sssing
Irom that time thro life until‘nOW'at Ninety Years or age.
For some tinm e Father continued his work,while good Dr.Berry
continued in his itreatments,which finally gave ms vision.

When my People became nomesick and decided to return to Pord
tage Frairie my Birth Place.This was the ola Family hone,

Father's People lived here.We continued to awell here a few
Years when my People moved to'the zreat rich FPralrie of N.E.

Towa,Howard County.9We lived on the Iowa Pralries ror some Years
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unnil Financial conditions 1nclted'ancther move,Thls time to the

vast untamea Prairies of Dakota.ﬁhere they built from the Pralrie

Tewr lzva ——

soil & new home.For many years we li"ed upon uhe Dakota Prairies..

R o)

I fell 1n love with tnem.:rom their rich Acres we saw sprlng

K - -

into exisuence ﬁeauti;ul ,and rich farms,&ll sorts of Industries,
Large,thrifty cities and 11ttle Homle vilages.

For gome time Neceosity has compelled me‘to -live upon thc broad

" rich Prairias of Illinois.-In all I feel that I was a child of the
prairie and rejoiced in it.The Prairiea have been ve“y kind to

me and I love them
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I shall never forget those Two dark years.-Just as if Two full years had ﬁa

been cut from my Childhood.-I quite remember the heilpiddness of those days.;

™Also,How the Gay,romping volces of my rightful companions at play,effected‘ _
~ “me.~T was alone in a Windowless room.Birney Dibble had faded out of Life s -

s ,‘V\‘l_. -

actlvities.-But,All the time,Folks,My Parents and good IDr.Berry were work—
iﬁg_ with me gnd for me.How vividly that all comes back,as if but Yesterday,.
How I listened to the Doctor's statements day by-day.How attentive to his
Professlonal instructions.-I am sure I learned to Pray in those dark days.-

In my childish way I plead with God to help me tack to visilon,and when
sizght returned I never doubted but. that my Father in Heaven had done more
toward its restoration than my devoted Parents and skilled Physician.-

I remember as if but last night when the First glimmer of vision came, just
one ray of light.-We were at the Supper-table,in‘early Evening.I was seated
at the left corner of the table between Father and Mother,I can see that
Firsi,tlickering ray of lizsht.Jusi a mere glimmer,vut to me 1t srelled
alision.-My Loved ones have told me that I screamed it "I See'"Isee"-"ISee"
How that Family,Eve.meal broke up.-Qulckly Cr.3erry wis Summoned.-He made
some carefull tests.l remember he said that rectle zlimmer must be care-
fully guarded,and nourished,and encourazed into vigor and strength.-

He said the most carefull treatment must 5e exercisad,probably for :#onths
Lest too much lizht,and too violent strain might extinguish that fseble Ray.

As a matter of fact,my eyes were kept bandared mostly,for gseveral vWeeks.

I was kept from to®strong lizht,while the one Zys,the other refused to
yield to Dr.Berry's efficient treatment.-

Fihally after Weeks of carsfub® treatment and nurture,it seemed that the
strength of Two eyes came into One,until during my mature life I have been
able to see as finely,-as much and ag far as Feople with Two zood eyes.

I have been able to read,and write and zovly myself for long days.During
"i}tive Years I was never hindered because of defszctlve Vislon.-
_ﬁow atv Eighty-Six my Vigion,I think 1s normal for ay age.-

This I call my Tragedy of the *oresti.
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"Let 1t be E'er so Humble, (:
There's No Place like Home" -

Qut of the dense Forests,Back upon our Beloved Frairie.-Of the Half Century
Period that my Parents were permitted to live together all but Two Years ‘
ﬁere lived upon the Prairies.-The Two lived in Chippewa-Falls.-dJust long
enough for the Forests to place their Tragic mark upon the Family.-

I came back with incr%ﬁing Vision.I could see.~-All the dreSfull Darkness
wag dispelled and left in the dismal Woods.-

I Well.remember the Steam-boat voyage down on the bosom of the "Father of

t
Waters" ,and the gracious Wellcome accorded the Wanderers by “randPa Dibbles

Pamily and other Prairie Friends.-
The Cruel and Bloody Civil War had been fought.-In that Sanguinary con-
flict,Our Famllies had given most liberally.-Moiher's Family,the VanArﬁ}ns,
who at that time lived upon Portage-Pralrie,sent Three Sons,George,who- gave (T
his 1life at Vicksburg,Ike who came home unwounded,and John,Home safely and
whole,entered Medical College,Later established his Office in the Nation's
Capitol,Washington,where heé spent a long life in the practlice of his chosen
" Profession admingtering healing and helﬁ to sick and suffering People.

-The Dibble Family gave to the Service the same number of 3Sons,Three.
JAMES ,My Fathey,Farly in the Contest stricken with the deadly Typboid,which
so confined and reduced him,that he was dismissed from the Service and sent
home.-It required a long time for him to recover.At First his own. Mother aid
not recognize him.-Altho but a child I remember Father being brot home by ‘
Comrades delegated to the task.-he was accom%niedby a medical Attendant.

For some time his 1ife was despaired of.I have quite a Vivid memory of #kas
those Anxlous Weeks.--Then Father's brother,Charles Alphonso,"Uncle Formnie®
mas=£LYoungsters,in the gsame army as the Van Armin Boys,lost a leg at <:

~
Vicksburg.-Came home)recovered his strength,Went to School in Portage,Fitted

himself to Practice Law,went to the town of Chicago,on the Western shore of

n,and there eatablished his Law Tractlice,and made for

the great lake Michlga
8 ningei? a_prominent legal career.
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Later Uncle Fonnie married the wealthy,only daughter of Dr.¥inters,of Iron-
Ridge -Wisconsin.Dr.Winters-made his wealth thro his invention of the Iron-
R:R}dge Paint,from the clay of the nills ad jacent, the red paint used upon i!gﬁ

amuérns and Qut-buildings.~I have visited their beautiful home in Chicago
several times.-Then Uncle Fay,Father's brother,the last of the Six soldier
boys mentioned.-Was in’ the same Army as his older Bros.and also the Van-
Armin Boys.Was in some of the most Sanguf%ry battles of the war,including
Vieksburg,He had a Charmed life,went thro the entire war without sickness
or wound.-I remember Weil,we were at drandpa Dibbles,it was on"a Sunday
Morning when Uncle Fay came home and placed his Army musket in the corner of
the Dining-Room.-Fay was a Jocular Fellow.He said"We are all home but Fonniéﬁ%
Leg." .-Of course Uncle Fonnie lived his 1ife upon an artificial leg.-We
Youngsters saw it many timeﬁwhen he visited our home,zs he used to do,quite
often.-Aunt Sarah,nhowever,never came West to vlislt us.-But was kindly dis-
posed toward us Westernmers and Welfcomed us to her home.-

‘II: Uncle Alphonso was very kind and devoted to our Family--Some years later
My Folks rented his farm in Howard County Iowa,and for severzl years we whwé
lived upon it.He visited us about every year,and we greatly cherished hils
kindly visitatlons.-Once ne came attended by a fine looking man,A prominent
ChicagoAOcdlist.Of courge this was a long time now past,away back in the
early Seventyes.Uncle'was interested in my defective eye,believed the sight
mighﬁ not be destroyed,and the Eye might be saved,and had brought this Dr.
to examine and decide.~His examination was thorough and Scientific.

His conclusion was "The Sight had not been destroyed,but was covered with a
Film that had zrown over it.-This gréat Dr.said the Film could be removed R
and sightwfesnored,and he was ready to perform the operation,and leave me
wiéh Two eyes instead of one.But,He warned that in the operatlon there was
one chance in Ioco that the sight of the now dell eye might be destroyed.-

-?*I remember the discussion.It was left for my Parents to decide.They

feared the risk,deciding that one good eye was better than no eye.-

That was the last effort put forth relative to my Vision.-Uncle Fonnie

would have taken the cﬁance,which probably would have workst.
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My Parents happy and hopeful in belng back to their Beloved Pralrlie,bought

"A FORTY",Few Miles West of Grandpa's near Doylestown,built a new house upon;ﬁ%;

_ C

- and settied happily upon it.-We lived there several years.-

Golng to GrandpéB was the greatest diversion possible for my Brother Charlg
and mysglf!wé? could easily walk from our home to theirs.Grandma Dibble was
the Queen of Grandmas.-Charley and I wondered why we could never take Grand-
ma unawares.She invariably saw us coming and always met us in the doop with
a slice of Bread-butter,sprinkled with sugar.ln each hand.-

She was a very remarkable Woman.-Born and reared in Scdlandshe had the
Scdtish brogue,which when.Grandma used it was highly interestipg;She never
called usfgggg;in her 1anggge we were "BAIRNS"« i

We Bairns were interested in Grandpa's-Grandma's church arrangements.They
were highly Religi;us,The_Family Altar in that home was as regular as the
Morning meal.-Dust never could collect upon thelir Family Bible.- K

Every Sabbath Morning found them in church,but not always 1ln the same chulph -
Grandma,being Scotch,of course should have been FPresbyterian,but she was (
not,she was a Hard-Shelled Baptist.-CGrandpa was a Dyed-in-the~Wool
Methodist.In that Christian home was perfect harmony.-EarlyQin thelr Married
Tife those good People had worked out a plan that worked with them.

One Sunday a Month He went with her to her church,Cnce a Month she went Wil
‘him,the other Sundays he would leave her at her church and Uroceed to his.

I have gone to church many times with the 01ld People,and their arrangemendt

(been
puzzled me.-For nearly Ioo Years that 3lessed Couple havehworshipping God In

the church of the First born,and together.-

____—.._————.___.._..-..—_———....-..o-—-—-———_—......-.——-—_..__-_...._ ——
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My Uncle Fred,Father's Youngesy brother was just a few months older than I.
Our First few years were spent very auch together.ie were just All-Boy,&t
least Fred was .~One hotSunday Morning Fred and I went into the Pasture whee{i
;randpa g flock of big,fat Woolle Sheep uéé% e were finding pleasure in

zan

seelng those shaggle animals run.de chased them about until they be

falling,over coms with the excessive heat and exertion.-
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Great sport until ég stern looking men appeared.-These Men were our Faﬁhers
and looked very much in earnest.-They each had a paddle in his hand,and had
’.,evidently come for herolc Business.They ordered us boys into the Sheiter -
- Shed in the Center of the pasture.=-Tnere were 'not many questions,The EXIH

Crimef and Guilt were too apparent,to require lnvestigation.Here were  the < -

Criminals caught in tnhe act of LaW1688na&q;,LL81n8 about with tongues pro- ;.iu

truding and panting.for breath,Wers the aurrering-victim:ﬂghe crime, the - — -

poor overheeted Woolie sheep.- Grandpa and Frgd pook one end of the'Shed, - -
whilé Father and I occupled the other end.-Grandpa's sheep very dear to his
heart to say nouning of the Filnancisal intefest 1nvoived,and as Grandpa was

the olaef,aﬁd quite-girted with‘apeecﬁ"when uﬁdér cértain gtralin,he did the:

talking,and we dea surely‘neafd sométhing that Sunday Morning that stayed |

with_dé'ibhger than the Sunday Morning Sermon would if we bad been where vie
shoﬁld have been,in the church.«~ I would not care to repeat Grandpa 8 speech
However,lt was very impressive,and very much to the Point.

. At the conclusion of the Intellectual part of the Program, the Fhysical
began.-I can hear those Paddles beating time,and other thihgs.—It was a very
Feeling time.-Fred bellowed like a calf.I do think,and always have that
Grandpa put more—pdwer'in his paddle than my father did.You see they wéfe ’
Grandpa's Sheep who were erfected.Fred bellowed all thro the terrible ore
deal,but they do sa&that all thro the operation every time the Paddle came
down I Shouted "“A.Men""A.Men"to the top of my volece.-It looked and felt very
much as if the final end had come,and the timé for "AMEN" upon us.-

After the Fathers had completed thelr Paddle demonstration ,They,As Over=
heatea and breathless as the poor sheep,and Fred and I for all the Worlg
feeling as ir we had sat down upon a Hormet's nésg,mggé somé very ralevant
statements concerning Father's lack of reél enthuglasm in the operation,
and wound up by saying what subsequently came true "THAT YOUNG OUTLAW’ OF
_ IOURS WILL BE A PREACHER SOME DAY"-Grand father was & devout Methodist
Ghristian and éufely would nct cast aﬁj Contempt upon the Ministry.-Just
the connection of my Act,énd Grandpa's prediction I have never discovered,

Of course.I did introduce the Religlous element when I shouted "AMEN",
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I think the sheep of Grandpa's Flock all recovered fromthelr drastic exper-

ience,scon regained their former an}?ormal ¢oolness,and helped themselves to
the green-grass of GrandPa's rich Wisconsin Prairie pasture.

Fred,I haye-always-belle@ed-the-cnief instigator of the crime,and myself ”
soon recovered from our part of the punnishment,and beforevlong'coﬁld“sit--‘
on both sides at once.--I was fully. cenvinced that chasing sneep upon: & hot

Lord' day wasf not a -healthy act,especilally Grandpa Dibble's sheepy -~~~ ~——
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III

' CHANGE OF PRAIRIES-

After some years of hapoy and quite profitable resldence upon the Doylestown

"4o" we oeme to a Family decision to change location,and exchange our Belovd

and Nati&e “Portage—ére;rie" for some other.To us that meant "Westward-Ho.“

I remember dlstinctly how much we disliked 1eaving the old home.It meant mh

ﬁ1 %ﬁﬁrgpargnts.From early cnildhood “Portage-Prairie with the exceptioA of

the Two- years in tne-Pineriesehad been their home.-They had married here,

and here lived the meat of their re;ativea and Friends.-This was so much -

home to them 1t was hard to Leave it -Grandpa Dibbles Folks felt badly over

"Jemmie's,as Grandma 1n her Seotch always called Wather decigion to tear up

and break loose from the-old Scenes and Asaociations and go "Away Out West”

t o poasibly loas thelir scalips to the knife ot ‘wild Indians.-

But,Uncle Alphoneo and Father had theilr heads together the negotiationjgea
completed,the‘decision fully made.~Uncle Fonnie woul’go into some new
sectlon of ona,buy a Quarter Section Farm,fioance it,and my People would
move upon 1t,open it up,devellope it,and “"Work 1t on Shares",all of which ma
was d&finitely settled and agreed %o by both Parties.-

The new farm had been bought in the comparativiy new County of Howard in
extreme‘N.E.Iowa,Five Miles ﬂ.w.of the County Seat town or Cresco,Two Miles
North of old "Howard Genter“,whgxzne Parknurats.receiveo and dispensed U.5. -
Mail,whioh became our P.0.for many years.-We were Four Miles S.E.of the 1lit~
tle town of Lime-Springs.-The Chigago and Milwaukee R.R.passed thro our

immediate Neilghborhood.-The Farm was minus House,Barns,Fences and all Farm
improvements.-There was not a tree nor a shrub upon the entire Quarter-Sectla——
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I havetrled to find the exact Date 6%"bur removal to Howard County,but have
no meansg of aacertaining derinitaly.I do know we were living in our new home
in the very ea%x-years of the Seventles.l was porn in I86o,and must~have'5ea
sbout Ten years old when this change was made.I would venture the guess o
that the- change- took place in 1869 or I87o.-Anyway That 1s quite Ancient
bistory.--Uncle Fonnle was a good provider.He- furnished the materials,paid
mtb?:Bills,anﬁ my_Parents-ﬁid all the.work of building and improfement.And,
Oh,How that. falthful Couple worked.Early and late they toiled,to make that
Quarter-Section of raw prairle a real farm.-Father erected every building,
every Yard of fence at a time when no restiraining Stock law,Peocple turned
their stock upom the Highway to prowl at Will,endangering tne growing crops
and riner improvements.For years Stock must be renced out.-At a time when
much ‘of the really restraining fencing of to day had not ‘appeared.During eéh
Summer day the roving herds would assemble and press upon tne rences pro=
Tectlng the crops,and tnis constituted a ‘major problem.-About the Eastern ad
Norwnern sides of our rarm was open prairie where tue nerds would cohngre-
gate.-From & low shed in tne S.W.corner,tfle entire ‘Tarm was visilble,when
e nerds were gatnering Father would take Shep,to Father the best cattle
dog any where,upon the sned rooﬁ,point out the tnreatening nerd ana say
"Sheﬁ After them ana Snep alone woula cross the rarm and drive the catile a=-
way bacm,someilimes he would be gone for an Hour upon tnat task.l remember
Fatner sald "snep is ine mos. valuable animsl upon the farm" .-
A few yedrs ago when I visited the old farm,and saw the broad fertile
Acres covered with rich crops,an:\élso-the beautiful_grové.with its varliety
of:trees,all this ‘now & real fertile farm,and remembered that the change. #a
from wild and native Prairie land had been produced,and every tree in that
grove planted and Nstured by my diligent Parents,I could not restrain Tears
of hallowed Memory.-My Parents with their own hands actually hewed that rlch
Teautiful Prairie farm out of the raw Sod.-To us that was always the' Uncle

Fonnie Place",and we Loved it.-
One Evening)as‘we sat in our home,from in fronggtherg came the crash of a

dis.charged gun,and the howl of pain,Shep had been shot in his own Yard,
- Because of his fidelity in keeping the herda back from the farme.
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During the First Two years of our residence upon Uncle Fonnie's Place,
B?ofcparley'and.l attended the Howard Center school,I# Miles,as that wag the
closes§ school'to our home.-But,Other famillies had moved in and the large eL:
District wéa-divided.agd_a new Digtrict formed,taking us in,and the new
Schoo}-gouse bullt One Mile N.W.of our Place.-Fof Years lncreasingly -there
wer? Di?bles-in.that‘school.Ours-was-a raplly inereasing Famlly,and nearly
every'yeazafor_a number of yeargkarnewnDibbla«namelappeared upon"the'Record.l
BIR%EYfGHARLEYfWILL-ZELLFSARAH-HATilE-IDA-I think the others-ORVILLE-LIZZIE. .
did noi attend here.-This was a.large school,especially in Winter when the
older Young People attended,there was no High-School outside- of larger townsm
With .the most of Young People in that Community,all the School trailning
obtained was within the walls. of that Country School.-A gqulte advanced Group -
of Men comprised that School-Board during those days,and Superior and well .
trained Teachers followed each other,glving us superior training i ¥y a schod
c¢f that type. These teachers were- all trained and expert-LABAN HASSETT- -
CAPTAIN GEORGE WEBS TER~MRS JMAGGIE THAYER-FRANK CAMP-JENNIE AULD-and the;}ast{‘
I remember most and the one we loved best,FANNIE MOON-Daughter of the
County Treasurer.Came to us fresh from Teachqrs College,teaching for some
years.We loved Fannle Moon.I shall not forget that sad day during the Sum-
mer vacatlon when the- terrible News came,that Fannie Moon had fallen from
‘her Pony,dragged,kicked and pounded~t6 her death.-Just a blg boy I went out
behind the barn where no one saw me and wept ouifmy sincere sorrow.Thers
was weepling all over that Prairie District over the tragic and distreasing
news.~Even today when I tnink about that group of efficient,patlient teachea
who put the beat they had 1nto mﬂsand other Young Peopl's Mental and Moral
Upbuilding,a sense of very deep appreclation,and affection attaches to my
Memory .~Every one of those teachers wag a scholar.My nearest approach to Hig&L
School-Was the Private school held in his home and conducted by that Prince _
of teachers,Captain George Webster,I attended that scheool Two-ygars,
‘Ma Joring in Mathematica,pursuaing Arithmetic and Algebra.-The Captain had a

broad reputation as an instructor in ithose Bmenches .~-He d1d me much good.
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WE BUY_THE EIGHTY~

‘Wehad lived on Uncle ?onnie s farmb?ears.According to my computation,it was

- ¢he year of 1875 «I was 15 years old.-Through the hard-work of my Parents
the f&@ce had become a real farm.-All under cultivatlon.- Falr improvements.
Quite secure fences.aTo my'Folks these had been quite profitable Years,
Thrcugh their own dilisence Unecle Fonnie—s liverality, good crops and Prices
my Parents had gotten a good but modest Start.—We—loved ‘the farm,and had no
thought of leaving it..I remember vividly the beautiful Spring Sunday Af ter=
noon,We were Just home 88 usual from Church at Howard-center when Two ngggg
strange Men in a good Rig,drove to our Place and alightad looked about in a
very Snoopie manner and finally asked Father for Uncle Fonnie's City address
One arrogant Man: said”my name is Lester,James Lester,"Jim" for short,I'm
about to buy this farmi-That had the shock of a discharged Cannon to my-Peo—
ple.~-Father said"That eéhnéﬁ be.The Place 1s not for sale.Have you seen,or
ard from my Brother in the matter"?-"No but I am sure Money will buy it,
and I have the money";Thén he told of spending days,canvassing the entire
Community—;nd sald "This is the oﬁly farm sbout that I would buy,and I in-
tend to buy this one"-All that was said 1ﬁua most Confident,Arroggnt and
Insolent Spifit.My People protested in valn.-James Lester proved to be the
Typé of man to whom To désire'an oblect ,carried a determination to Possess
-"it.-James Lester left us tﬁat day with the Assurance"I want this Place and
fuli} intend to ﬁave 1tt==Which éfter-Weeké of Badgering and Negotiation ail
~came true.-Uncle Fonnie came,.=-And was kind.BUt,i rememberone of hls First ‘
Questions was,“Jamie;wny'Don't you buy a home of your own.Th;ﬁ would be bet-
ter than spending your 11ré fixing my property,and turning over to me each
year the real profits of the farmi-A new tnought to my People.Uncle assured
them he woéld assist them to buy,1f they nesded help.-Joining Uncle Fonnid's
“arm on the East full length,lay an open unbroken Eighty Acres,which could
ﬁbe bought reaaonabl&.Now to cut the true story short,Uncle Fonnie prolonged
his visit until Father had bought the:Eignty and was sure of its possesslion,

and he had Rounded up the sale,for an outatanding price,his Farm to James
Lester.No change was to be made until Fatber had harvesned the growing

{a
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To us a most fortunate season ot the Year.Our crops on Uncle Fonnle's

farm were all planted and coming nicely,and Uncle had secured the flace to
my Folks until after Harvest and they had time tc move .- ‘

I shall not forget that busy,evantfull Summer.-I was old enough to catch l (f
the Hustling Spirit of 1t.-All of the Equipment Teams,atock Hachinery &C Jm-
on Uncle Fonnie'a Place belonged to my Folks.-They were rully equiped. h

It did not taks long to remove their Affections and 1nterests from the
ola Place to the Eighty.-It was raw Prairie.-At once Father rigged up a soud
Breaking taam,Three good horses and a yoke of oxen.-I drove that outflt all
thro tP%F Breaking season.-We began on one side and plowed thro One-Halfxikh
Milgt;#éfcould noﬁ break fhe entire Eighty in éne geagon,but we made a big'
start that season.-l femember Fathgr‘séid "Every oot of that traet might be
plow;d and cultivated sbut provision for Pastﬁrage and Hay must be made.lt
odd times during the Summer a modest but sufficlent house was built.A Well
wag digged.-Thro the entire season of Summer and Autumn, Sheds-Yards for~ﬁhe
stock and Poultry,and hogs &c.wﬂihprepared Winter found us comfortably and
hagily settled in our own new house.—Just one bad feature.The move placed us {:
One Half Hiléyg;gﬁ;;chool.-But we Youngsters made the added dlstance.- |

We lived on the "Elghty" Two years.-It has always been to us "The EIGHTY"
Uncle Fonnle's farm became and is today I think "The Lester Place”

James Lester proved to be a good Séuare nelghbor.-Mrs.Lester became lonely
and Home-sick and took to my Hother,thé older Woman.The Two Faml.i.les beca%e
quite intimate.-They were good clean,Temperate,diligent People,highly resﬁa‘f
spected by the entire Community.- o |

The next year we pianted the lénd ﬁroken the yeﬁ; before,and finishéd.
breaking up all the néw land they cared 1o cultivate.Planted trees and shrub—
bery.Mother was quite a Flower grower,and had that new yard glowing with
color.-We greatly.enjoyed the Elghty.Ilt was our own,and for 1ta slze,very

.rich and fertile,but thereldevelloped a serious lack,It was too small,there
was not room en&ugh.l have said I was now Sixteen ysars old.Almost a man [m
in Stature and strength.~I was tﬁe oldest, there ranged Jusf below me,

One and a Half Years apart, Charley-Wiil and Zell,Four Husky Boys all akle
“to do some work on the farm,The Eighty did not affora room enough for the
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of thelr increasing gtrengtnand MéﬁLiness.-I know tnat was a éroﬁing problem
with Fatner and Motner.-Wnat snall we ao with the Boys?-Or course according :

o the prevalilng tnougnt we Doys wouia Dbe at home.-Today Four Xears at |
College Ior ucys oT our age,But no College suggestion ever: remoteiy conuide
ered at that time.-It was assumed that of course we would all be farmers, |

I-always felt .I must Preach,but fhat ﬁas never taken serlously,rather a
joke.—éut,Ahyway,whate#er,No thought of College.-With Father-Mother the
Problem "What to do withé boys,found its answer in,Provide plenty of work
for them.Keeﬁ them bus& Qn the farm".-But,In our home too much energy aﬁd
power to ‘find room and exercise on one Lone Eilghty Acres.Father was young
S?fsng and energetic he could do all the work of the Eilghty alone.

We boys were not questioned as to any cnoice.-The Nelghborhood Young People-
didnot attend college,With no other training they Just fell back upon the
farms,or what was guite customary,went Wegt,where there were vast Territorys
&f Vacant Government landkthat could be had f&r the mere téking.Soﬁe of the:
"icheat a.x;xd most fertile gectlons of the entire country walting for settlemd

Yoﬁng People married and went West.-But’ we boys were too young.-We must be
provided for at home,and how?-I have heard my Parents during those day ﬁalki\(
about,and try to solve that'pfoblem.-The only anawer they knew was to find
something at home to keep us buasy.-Go out and rent a larger Place,but that
didnot éppeal.-Buy a larger Farm.But,How and where?-

I remember the day when Fétherlcame home, the Problem was Solved.-

- v-.
SELL THE EIGETY TO JIM LESTER-BUY THE HASSET FARM.-

T O T T S S — i iy P Y A W U Sy T W . T T T A W W TR 40 T R e AR D S R e o ol SR

Father c;me;home that day Lightfooted and full of Action,he had found a

solution of the Famlly Problem.-Circumstances were working for them.

Jim Lester wanted more land,our Eighty fitted right on to his Place.He had

money and would pay a good price.~-That,Our day of Good-Fortune,Father had ma
~. met and had a serious talk with Cary Hassett,who owned one of the finest and

best farms 1n the County.For the time good bulldings,Well fenced,with pas-

tures,Hayland &c.-Just a short Mile -Half from the Eighty,Just One-Half

Mile on & main Highway,South of our District School-Houae.—It had other



advantages.-Mr.Hassett was selling and moving tc ancther Community.Was anx-

1ous to hasten the sale and make his move,and if Father would buy the Farm
he- misht have it for so much,an astonishingly low Figure.lt would involve )
them in some debt,of course the Eighty‘would not buy thils Farm but would S
make a: good substantial start toward 1t.-Father was sure Uncle—Fonnie would
loan them enough to make the difference,and take a Mortgage upon the farme.
Sooner than one would think posslible that was all worked out,and my uxn

Folks owned that fine~farm,with Just a moderate Debt to Uncle Fonnie~upon 1%
I hawe always considered that the best move Father ever mado,excepting
Perhaps the one from the-Wiscgs}n Forasts back to "Portage Prairie".

Thia new Farm held for—my Folks the real opportunlty of their Lives,but :ﬂp
very unfortunately they did not see the real chance involved and missed it.
This Place waa endowed with all the natural qualities of a Stock Farm. _
Running clear through its very Center North and South,was the 1ittle Ftream
of "Turkey-cre& ",rclowing a line~about as straight as if laid out by a Sure

veyors line.Juat an ambling little stream that never went dry,but could be ;ﬁ
1

‘stapped over any where except during the—Spring Freshets for a few Haurs,or

days.Folowing thls creek for Yarda on each side the high,and dry rich Pastue
land.~Here we found and maintained the Pasture.We never were compelled to
provide water for the stock.W%Eer-and'Suﬁmer the Creek provided c¢lean,pure
fresh water,-That sltuatlon alone wcuigiyéfth about the entlre Price of the

Farm.The N.W.Twenty acres as fine native Hay-land.- The entire Eastern One

" Half of the farm,East of the Pasture,for a full One-Half Mile North to the

School-House,was-fine,rich Arable land,under cultivation in one #ine fgild

. with no- break but therFarm buildings situated at the extreme Southerhend.-

Then across the Southern end,West of the Pasture and South of the Hayland
lay another 1arge,compact Arable f;¢1d of many Acres and under Cultivatlion.

It had been proven that the Place would grow 6reat Timothy and Red-Clovera.
Here 1in his-h;n&s Father held one of fhe fihest Stock Farm opportunitles.=- (:
But Father was not a Stockman,bﬁt a Graln-grower.They always kept a rew
cows.Father‘woulé not milk.-He ﬁould plow, Harrow,-sbw-nlant harvest and

thresh,but the new farm was on 1ts last legs with that type of farming,
At sbout, the time My Folks went- ‘upen that 01der farm the crops began failins’
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I am thinking we moved upon the Hassett farm in about I875,I know we

left there in the Fall of 1879,after harvest.~Father was not permitted to
harvest one full crop on the farm.-The crops would start with promise hut
were not permitted to ripen and mature normally.-Just as the new graln- was

in a soft,doughie state,torrential rains would come,with torrid hot weather,

which burned the grain down,stopped 1itas ripening,and left a shrivelled and : - -

shrunken‘h&rvest.-fhen the f&4lds so-socaked-almost ~ impossible to'move“the"‘“‘;f

harvesters~upoﬁgggmendays mire down and require digging out.of the mud.-
The time for ;-change-of Agricultural methods had come to Howard County
Iowq.-Manx enterprising Farmers,saw the condition,and adjusted themselves
and gaved the.situation for themselves.Many became wealthy and Well-to-do
upon thosa worn out farms.-fThey switched from g2ain ralsing to Stock.Milk aft
and Cream found a ready and profitable market.Feeding for the market was
encouraged,That inspired corn growing,which saved the Grain exhausted Soll.
All of this involved a radical change in Population.-Just then,I878~I879
'Fame the exouus to Dakota Territomy.-During those Years,especiall{ra‘con-
stant stiream of Canvass covered wagons made their way to the great open,
Prairies of that great Territory.-The land about as rich and f&rtile-asithe
soll of Iowa,could be taken from the Government for the mere taking,and the
neeting of ceriain very'reasogable condlitions.-There weres Three Types of
Entrx_open for that land.-I.fhe HOMESTEAD Method.For those wishing to estath
lish homes,as the majority of those comming Immigrants did.-File upon the
chosen ISo Acre Claime.~-Make a Boni-Fide home upon 1t,Hesidé upon it Five
years,Prove%c;aime,and "Prove-Up",Uncle Sam would give a "Patent" or deed to

1
the Place.-Millions of Homesteads were takenxéa)-fhen'the:PREEMPTION right.

For thoélnot caring to make a permanent home,Choose and File om the desired

I6oc Acre Tract,within Two years Pay §20c.and the Govermment would ilssue a
Patent,or Deed,and the Flace belonged to the Preemptor.-The preemption in-
‘olved a Two Year residence upon the Tract.-Many 8o arranged it = as to
ivall themselves of both Homestead and Preemption.-

{3)-The Third The TREE-CLAIME right-I6o Acres-Required the planting and grow

' Ing of Ten Acres of living Trees.Phe law specified how manyliving treesg WOre
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were required to give right to Claime and Patent.As I remember Five years
. were given as the time for the planting and growth of the trees.-

Ag residence upon g Tree Claime was not required ,it could be had at same
time of elther or both other Cl&imea.-i knew many Land Hungry Feople who aue
ceeded in securlng all Three Clalmes, or 480 Acres,of as good ianﬁ'aS‘the h’
Pest of Iowa.-As beautiful homes can be- bullded in Dakotaas in- any other
Section of the Country.-There lay the Temptation to the poor Wheat Falling
Farmers-of the- East,especially those of Iowa.-Probably One Third,or-One-Half
of all the Farmers in Howard County Iowa,lost or sold their-farms and emmi-
gratad'to-the-Dakota Prairies,.-Several Families from our immedliate Communlty

John B.Jones,to Lake Madison-Dakota.Their Family became prominent in the nn—”.
nGW“and‘ﬁhriving-Gity'of‘Hadiﬁoﬁ‘Charley'helped‘his-Péople build a besutiful
home on thelr new Farm.-John L.was for many years z prominent Banker,Salda
became a very Popular teacher in the Cliy Schools,while Ida,the youngest
worked for years with her brother Johnie in the Bank as an expsrt Book-Keepm

The'Henry'K,Stewags,one of our closeat and most Intimate Neighbors,cbeyed
the céll,and settled upon a Clalme,8 Miles Wegst of Flandreau-Moody County
Terrlitory of Dakota.-The Stewarts made of their Dakota Claime a Rich and
Beauty Farm,and spent their declining Years happily and comfortably there.

Many,Many others of the Iowa People found their way in the Exodus to the xm
new Promise-land.- It became evident that Wheat growling as a Major Indus%y
had worn out its day -4in Northern Iowa,just as it had in other Sectioﬁs in 4
the East.--Wheat growing is a nice clean Vocation,and with the modern
equipment for ita Cultivation makes a desirable type of Farming.-With the
Modern,Power machinery,the drudgery has been removed,and- the Voecatlon has
become clean and attractive.«It is not surprising that many farmers prefer
that type of farming.-The work is more appealing and congenial.-But,It is an
Agricultural fact that constant Wheat growing lmpoverishes the soll, taking
out many eliments of production without replacing a.nE of value.=-

In nearly all Pzairie Reglons it is Proverblal that the Wheat grower 1s

the Pioneer,he brings the raw sod lnto subjection,and upon its newly broken

Soil Wheat finds its most desirable eliments and produces favorably unull =

/"—'\
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Father was a good orderly Farmer,and Farm~ bullder.-Cary Hassett was not,He

was cédreleass and slovenly.When my Folks took over the farm,it was bedragglod
and unkept.-Weeds infested the corners and along the fences and the iinea. |

Bulldings needed repairs,fencea fixed - genéral Cleaning up was- nseded. -
I have not forgotten how my Father and Mother, just pasaing out of their Primg
appllied themselves to the tagk of cleaning the Place up,and bringing ordér
out of disorder.-And may I say right here,without boasting,That diligent
Couple really tranaforﬁed the appearance of that farm during the few years
they owned it.-We brought to the farm Two Spans of horses,The big team,

Ned -Jockey,Glant nhorses,Young and strong.-They were dedicated to the hard
work »Plowing and the work of the Fealds.- |

Then there were "THE COLTS".-a smaller andniouﬁg team,dedlicated to the
lightar~work,the-drivinggTown'going-to Churcﬁ,or wnate?er,to thé jobbing_
about on the farm."The Colts" nad a very busy and important Place on the
farm.-They were everybody's,on the farm,conﬁenience and servants.-

ﬁed-ﬁockey fitted into the Farm's heavier work.-For the work they did so
faelthfully and efficliently ,the present day farmer has his Gas %&acnor,bvt
that Modern convenience was not even Dreamed of in those days.

As a Grain-raiser,Father Fall Plowed,all thosebroad Acresmust be turned amm
over each Autumn,between Hérvest and Freeze-up.About Ioo Acres of Tillable
land.-I do remember that 8o Acres were set apart for Small graln growling,All
of that must be Fall-Plowed,according to Father's planning,the rest of the
arrable land was reserved for cofh,aﬁd the Truck crops,and would be plowed &
in the Spring,at the time or planting,-

To the Jjob of Plowing that Eighty Acres,during the Autumn,with a I6 Inch
Forrow Plow,Ned-Jockey were dedicated.-As I was the oldest of the  Boys,and ®
now was old enough for tha task,l was constituted Family Plow-Boy.I resally
remember the day when Father reminded me of that plan.I was to be free of all

-2ther work and Chores excepting tne Daily care of Nea—Jockey.-That was one

‘ of tne most Welcome asglignments I ever received,l ioved to Piow,all other .

drudgery,Corn husking,Potatoe digging,Garden harvesting,Manure hauiing,anda

other = and ouner sacred movements ror uhe Hoes and Diggers.-
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Any-yay,most pappily‘to me,because of my age,] was gonstituted the Plowe-Eoy
of the farm,I 1oyed plowing.In those days the plow must be nelid w;?h Human
hand.AII dé; ;qﬁg{qufiqg‘Six daya In tﬁe Week,I must follow Ned-Jockey,
hqld in_P%acq;Qnd foiléw day arter day;ln the furrow,my good John-Deere
piog.Rouna and round &uring the.days of Autumn,until those brown Stubble
Fellds nad becomeplackeneq Furrows.To rest thro the Iowa winwer and receive
tne.gQIQGn seednguf;ng wne new Spring.-Ana I loved every bit ol that work.

We always rin;ghed ﬁﬁr “FaiLl-Flowing” just in time for the Fall Freeze-up.
Thro tﬁe aixié;nt a&;ivities of the other memvers of the ramily and he
“Colta“,tﬂé~Seaaoﬁs-Farm work was dong.-Now,W1nner and cnores at home,But
school for those of tnat agev=-1 remember tnat Ior several Winters our Teache
nired me o huild the Fires and clean ther§chocl-House.For that I recelved
a moderaﬁe ?ﬁgé;nut 1£ gave me sﬁme Money for my Privéte use. |

But,As I haye intimated,Thingé were not coming well upon the farm,the crops
were failing éach year.-3t1ll we plowed,planxed,hoped, but gathered very di-
ulnshed croﬁs.-Always 1nspirea with the Blief that next year wlill be better,
but the:new years did nog better than the former,It finally became evident
thgtﬁthere wasg ho hope for improvement for thelr type of farming.-ﬁy People
wo;k;d bhard enough,but the day for thelr type of farming was gone.-But 8111l
we remainea and tried.-We all worked,but hope faded.-Father was not the oply
Farmer in Howard County who clung to the old system,Plowed,Sowed and harvesd
ted great crops of disappoinment and fallure.-As I have alread{ gald, they
falled to see their great opportunity,but when the Jones,the Stewarts,and
others were running away from these conditionslz%he "Prairie-Schooners" were
passingfalmost every Hour.-Each one gave a Tug to the desire of my'Parents
to gét éway ?rom_their present conditions.=-Fabulous Tales of the wbgderfull
new Dakota land filled the air,and my People's ears githought.,Until the ik
gr;at Exodué of ;878-1879-spread over our immediate Couniry.-It seemed as if
e#ery-bodx was going to Dakota,and in fact Thousands were during those years,
My feople were caught in the great Dakota Swirli;]

I beleive with some very easy changes in their rarming activities,my Folks

could have staid upon the "Hassett Place"Their Debt was to Uncle Fonnle,lHe
.. would be patlient and not distress them,but they shook off the distress.

Fa

q
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I remember my Parents were very dellberate in their consideranion and de-
clsion concerning B8O r&dical a change ag that from N.E. Iowa to the untamed
laina of Dakota Territory.-But in the Autumn of I878,when 1t seemed that
everybody had elther already gone to Dakota or was preparing to go. At that
time they fully decided upon the change.-We boys Wel*comed the change.
Charlay and I were juat arrived at the Gun Age.-rather that Past Spring‘ngl'ﬁ
had assigned us a corner nook of about Two Acres on the bank of the Greek,
and helped us to the seed and in planting our tract to beans.-That Summer
proved a good Bean geason,and found ourselves with ‘money encugh in the Fall
to buy Two cheap guns .=-But where use them? Practicsally no Wild 5ame in
Howard County Iowa.-But & move to Dakota would solve that problem.In that
great new country there must be much that needed shooting,Wild Geese Ducks,
_Prairie-chickens ~Grouse Jack-Rabbits,» Coyotes-Perhaps Buffalo-Antelopesw
;;ggz—be some Indlan ~Buck who should be shot, So the Dakota Idea struck just
jin time for us.-I remember that winter of 1878«7S~we lived Dakota.Dakota for
.reakfast Dakota for Dinner,-Dakota for Supper,-Dakota for an all Zve lunch,

In other Words,All Winter we feasted on Dakota.-

i At that time Dakota was undivided ag it is;now That whole vast reglion of
what is now North~South Dakota was then the Territory of Dakota,and continudi
as such until I888,when 1t was divided thro its middle East—West and organ-
1zed into Two great States,as today-North and South Dakot&.-.

For nearly Ten years my People lived in the Southern Half of the Tefritory
But always in South Dakota.-The Ox age had not quite passed at that time.
Today,we Qould walk up town to asee a real "YOkE OF OXEN"-Many of the Prairile
Schooners passing our plade were Ox drawn.-My Father was an Ox-Man.-He
uslally had one or more Ox'teams upon his farm,but not at that time,ﬁnd I
remember one of the First considerations in relatlon to the change was that
of power.Today that would be no problem,get & Tractor,but that not available
«t that time,Horses,Mules or Oxen,Father was wise enough to choose oxen.-g1f
Of course slower of movedent,but tough and enduring,more éo than horses,not

as subject to hard conditlions as horses,and ox was seldom sick,never knew

_"one no die voluntarily,Horses required better attentlon.-Tben horses must



have a Grain Diet,could not E%%%%?E and work on Juat grass and hay.,as Oxen

could and did.-That Summer of I8TS our Oxen would draw the Breaking-Plow

during the Fore-noon, at noon unhook their chalin,remove thelr yokss,go to ouwr _

dinners leave the oxen to eat the rich Prairie grass ‘about ‘the plow for thuk (-

their'dinﬁérvin an Hour they would be full and ready for the Afternoon wofk;

at night, Just put them on their Picket-line in the grass and leave them for

the night.The next.Morning_at the—?lrst Ray of the new day,the oxen were at

thelr breakfast and were ready for work when we were.That was all care we P

gave them during the work season,but one could not treat horses that easily

and cheaply.-fhey must have proper .care,-All that Father knew and he would
zﬂtake-horses to that new country,but where and how can he get Two yoke of ﬂll

Oxen?-In Minnesota 20 Miles North of our home was a Wooded Section gsettled

mosifby German People.-These People had what waéz'called Grub land.Land ‘

covered with small Young timber In the Winter would cLear'off for the Sum-

mers Breaking a few Acres of this timber s DY cutting 1t off and making Flre

q-q.s-ta\
wood of it,as seon as Spring was opened they wculd out or often tear up with

strong Plows and teams,the young stumps,and pile‘up for Winter wood.One of L
the German Family was the Grebbiﬁs,Large family with several big boys.For
sev?ral Winters Father had beeﬁ driving up to the Grebbins Farm,and buying
bigfloads of th&se~¥oung,but dry "GRUBS" for fuel.They made the tinest kind
of good,clean Fuel.-During this Winter of I878-.79-he made that trip,driving
the Coltas,Blllle -?lbra.Thia trip took longer.-The Grebbins had many oxen,
Whe; father rinally reached home with a larger load of Grubs, instead of the
Golts,Two fine,husky yoke of Oxen.rather and tne Grebbins had been Horse and
Oxen trading,and Pioneer problem of Fower was decided.-We still owned Ned M
and Jockey.~Fatner had rented the farm of Uncle Fonnie for that year,but the
big Oxen fitted right in the Springs work,drawing the 72 tooth harrow was

just play for them,while Ned-Jockey provided power for the seeder,and run-

£ .
ning about work.-My Folksa were«as-rul%fplans for the new life,as the Provefb»<;

1al Tick is of straw.-Their plans were all formulated.-Ag_goon as geeding

was_ done,with the Two Yoke of Oxen attached to the Canvass covered wagon,

Fginer,Birney,Charley and Shep,tne falthfull dog ,With breaking Plow,and
needed tnings of utllitx wguld snart for Huron Dakota Ter.-
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~-Here We Go James-Bi%SEy:Eharlsy—Shep,
Purpose rirm and Tingling with Pep. -
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Spring of I879-Crops plantod—WiliJman of the bome for the Summer-Left with

Mother and the.Glirls-We thought until our return from the great new Pralries

There was left for thelr use,Ned-Jockey.-Father had not tried to dispose of

the Stock or Things,Mother,who was a shrewd.Business Woman would do that

_during the Summer.-She and Father had planned all of that.-They had.severdl

cowg,would take but one to Dakota,they selected the one to be taken,all

others for sale.-All machinery except that needed for harvest to be sold.-

Father planted no gorn that Spring as.its later harvest would delay in the
Fall.-Later they would. dlspose of Ned-Jockey.-

I will say right here that all of that was well reallzed.Mother even had a
buyer for Ned-Jockey,rstaining their use untll they were thro with them.
(birectly‘after the "Seeding"-I forget exact date,Probably middle or late
%gz}l,bne beautifull Mornming with Wagon loaded with Breaking Plow,Tools,and
our Living Utenslls,Summer Work Clothes,and a few OCdds~Ends,we as above

started on our 0o Mile Trek to our last great,new Pesibde,the Plalng of the

Dakotas.-Of the Topography of the country we were quite famlllar as we had
atudied it for about & year.-It was & radical change from the Thickly set-
tled Civilization of Howard County lowa,to the Treeless Plains of Dakota
Territory.-Charley,Shep,-and I entered with high Zest into the mové.-Hour by
Hour,day by day,and even Weeks,about ?wo ,8lowly passed,but each night saw n
us a few Miles nearer to our Dreamland.-It was & beautifull trip,a real
Lg}easura Diversion.Not one bad thing happened Enroute.-During the day Charly
Shep and I -trudged by the side of the wagon with ioaded Guns,but Charley and
I found no gamé.I think the same Powder and Shot,were in our guns that we
had placed -there back at home.-But,Shep could have boasted of hls achelve-
ments.-It would be interesting to know how many Gophers he slew by the Road~-
- aide acrosa Minnesota,lt was Spring,Gopher Season,and Shep missed no chance
to snatch up & little Yellow Jacket.- '
The trip was a Routine.To make time travelling witn Oxen long days are

essential .Frevious experience had taught Father that.Several Years bafore he
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afehe had moved the Pamily Trom Wilsconsin to Iowa 300 Miles with Oxen.
= i .
We arose jJust Day-break each Morning,Stop at Noon for.dinner,and late After-

A
noon for night.The Oxen muat ﬁot be hurried or over driven.-I-suspect My -
good old Father,was about as good an Ox Traveller as ever was.-On the trip
he kept hig attention on the Oxen.If.for any reason the day was especlally
bara ne gave the teams more rest.-May I say right here that he drove that
Iwo Team,Slow galted Oxen over the 300 Mile. trip,and not one bit of sickness - -
with any.of them.When we reached our destination not one sore foot,nor .

. Shoulder Gall.~How Pather watched those shoulders,each night.bathing them -
with fresh,coocl water,rubbing them dry,and applylng an application of Sta
Jacobs O1l.~-0f course they could not Graze on the way,and fatherﬁ%sw Just
best food rér-uorking'oxenghad come prepared and in the sacks in the Wagon
wazs enough graln that Father had,had prepared during the Winter to feed the
hungry Cattle clear thro the trip,and then some.-At night he would buy a bwm
gle of hay for the oxen té¢ munch upon during the night and early Morning.
‘At night they were tled one yoke on elther side to the wagon,and over the

s

Outfit good old Shep kept Sleepless Vigil.We retired in our Wagon bunks at

the regular hour,Slept restfully wlthout fear.

I would recfommend a trip llke that to any one. suffering from overwork

or Rundown,you will find rest and recuperation,and pleasure.-Buzzing along 4
at 6oo or 760 Miles a day in your Cadilac or Bulck will not secure you such

restfﬁlness.-xou might need my Father to Chauffeur the Qutfit.-He loved lt.

And so did Charley,Shep and I.-

Father set no Daily goal,We trudged thro-out the day,at the quitlng Hour we
stopped,and called it a day.-Father was well pleased with Iwenty,or a little
better for ﬁhe day.=-Father had a theory born of experlience,When an ox chews
his Cud regularly he is all right.He watched for that 1n each Ox.-We would

retire at night with.conridence 1f the Oxen were all chewing their Cuds,

which they did each night-of that trip.- . . ‘QT
From the maps and decriptive Literatﬁre.?ather had settled u n as the

Dakota Goal.-We were heading for that Polnt.-

Tracy. Minnesota was at. that time the terminal of the C.Nw-R.R. but 1t was
being raplly extending West,and expected to reach Huron that seasdn.

. R o e L T s oy e s
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Medary moved to Br s,untll there was left just one Farm home,The
Stear ==XoW, tiere stand upon the site of Anclent Medary & Monument,
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At Tracy we met Three Young Men on thelr way to Brookings County Dak,.Ter.

These Young Men had been College Chums and had graduated from College Two
years before.-lad become lnterested in securing Clalmes for themselves,and yn‘_
«uring the Summer before,I878 ,had come into Brookings County, Just over the
line inte Dakotz Ter.and secured each a Claime,had gone back fcr-the-Winfer,
now were on their way to thelr Claimes to build homes.-It happened that . they
had Just our type of Outfit,Pwo .Yoke of Oxen,and Wagon Lgad of equipéent,and
this much we found out,each of those fime Fellows had a Girl Friend at the H
old home,pledged. to come out and become thelr Wives and Home bullders,I know
that. all that took Place 1n the not long distance in time.

I will say here all of those boys made homes on their Clalmes.Ralsed rami;
lles and became- Actlve,respected Citigens of tne~aection.—ﬂe=ﬁsed“to-seé

e .

their names in the County Papers,as Active Citizens.- . .
Well,We drove with those Boys for & number of days untlil we- reached their
Claimes,when we proceeded on West.We were now ahead of the R.R.that was pugh

ng Wast,-Our way toward Huron lay directly thro Medary,them quite a Country

Village,on a beautifull Plaine.on the Eastern bank of the Big-Sloux river.
It was an ambitious 1ittle Town,at that time filled with Land-Seekers &C.
Every one was deepiy interested in the new R, R headed their way.The one
great question 1s 1t comlng thro Medary?-When they found we had come from
Tracy,the First. question “Did you see~anything of a R.R.Headed'this-Way"?
We éad Just seen the R.R.and 1t was surely headed in that di;ec;ion.-Every
pogsible Wire-was-pulléd,and every possible bhit of infiuvence used to bring
it thro their little town,but all in vain,within a tew months the new Road
passed by them Six Miles North and on to Huron.-Leaving little Ploneer
Medary out in the eold.-That thing happened to many Dakota Towns.
I will say nere,that directlytﬂorth of Medary,a new town was established

came)
and called Brookings,which quicklysa fine Buginess-Centgr.-Early'in its

“areer the "Dakota Agricultural College " The "D.A.C"-was establlshed 1n

Brookings,and for years has been the largest and most popular FEduecational

Institution in the State.--Just this,Eventually the entire Ploneer town of
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- Memorializing good,0ld MEDARY.--Well,What had all that to do with Pather,

Blrney-Charley-Shep-on thelr way to Huron for a Claime ?-Not much just then

but all of that has been vital to us since.-

Our Three Friénds had urged upon Father not to go to Huron if he could
secure something closer.-At Medary the People urged the same way "Don't go
to Huron,settle here"Théy gave good reasons which have been greatly proven
and émpnééised'aince;-But where here,Every thing.taken-nere"—Jim Nateska , "~ -
the Town's leading merchant told Father that Afternoon:"Burdine Omodt"over
in Moody Géunny Four Miles South,holds a Relinquilshment upon a Claime 1in his
Neighborhood,taken last Year but not wanted by the Clalment, it can be -bought
cheap,settlé%ail about it with fine People.You will have good Nelghbors at
once.-ALl To Goodto be thought possible,But FPather said we will go.and see

‘ ,“sua--.-i,,,\‘n'\—
Mr.Omodt anyway.-Friends,that was probably. the most fortunafe Father ever

EEEF‘WS ‘arrived at Mr.Omodts fine home that Evening.It was all true,the’
Claime in question was Just One Haf?t%gét of the Omodt Claime and the Relim
quishment could be bought for §;9g4fﬁe walked to the Claime that Eve.It was 6
a begsutirul FPlace,Father was charmed with 1t,and what was a a little $I0OC,. .
when & rich rarm and a good home Were involved.~-As much as they could Father
closed the deal witn Mr.Omodt.-But Father just had the release,now he must
g0 tnro- the regular legal Proceedings,which he started at once,

As I remember,witnin Three aays after coming to Dakota Ter.we were at wgrk

upon our Claime.-There was a regular delay,but as long as we were living and
working upon the Place it couid not be disturbed.-
Father had told Mr.Frank Pettigrew,of Fianareau,tneir Attorney,tnat he must
return to the Old Iowa nome,intime for harvest,but would move directly back
with the Family in time for Winter.Mr.Pettigrew sald he felt sure the Papers
would pe tnere in time.-How We Three worked that earliy Summeri-Shep made

nimsell rignt at nome.But nis Game supply was not as great,not many Gopners

it

in that new country,notning tor them to eat.- : {
During that season as I remeber we Broke about Thirty Acres.-We dug a
never railiilng Welle.-Father bought & good sized Glaime Shanty that had done . -

service tor Mrs.Dr.Fiavel,rrom our Cresco ,lowa towl,who wapeProving up ad
_returninz to toeir oid nome.Father bought the building cheap.

...... i —e-
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We tore 1t down in Sections,mé%ed it home,and rehabilitated it until it was‘
as éood a8 new.-That made a large Sitting and living room for the family,

e We.already had a. big Sod house laid up.-lmple provision in room was made 8
Tor the family,To Cook, to Sleep and to live.That conbined structure consti-
tuted their home ror Two Years.

The Summer 01_1879 was rapidl y passing and Yather had not heard from his

'Filing Papera which had not yet come.He wag becoming Anxious.?he time was
approaching whenrwe must start back to Iowa for harvest,straighmen up the )
Business and ge; the~rest of the Family.-Pather got in touch with Attormey
Fraﬁk Pettiéfew.Mf.Pettigrew was a Smart,and honest man.-Told us he still
beleived the paperé‘would be there on time.-But,He emphasised with Father tA
that he muat not take chances The Claimes were all being watched,the First
ingtant after any 1apse in the rQGQUirementa They were “Jumped".That was

occuring every day in Moody Gounty. -"What wouid make the Claime Sure-Safe"?

Gonstantﬁasidencegnnon it“-?atner was determined to save the Claimew~

. I remember now that problem required serious consideration and Discusslon.

Yinally Charley had agreed to this solution.-Have Mother come,bring Lizzie
and Orville,the Younéest.—?ather would meet her in Céﬁby,Fifty Miles,Wnich
all was done.Father took one yokef of Oxen,was gone a Week,brought back
not only tne Folks,but ;ome needed tﬁiﬁgs for the home,some lumber for com-
plete§ng the house.-Charley would remaipn with Mother and the 1little,children

while Father and I would return for the harvest,and come back as quickly as

posalble~-Father and I remained until the last day possible.-When we took mm
one Oxteam for our trip and left the other for Charley ‘to job about the
Place with.-Much to be dona before Winter-The buildings must be completed.
And hay must be secured.That was an 1mpor£ant item-Hay must be secured to |
feed Four Oxen and a cow,and for Fuel-They would'deﬁénd upon the haystack fr
for tuel witn wnich to heatlﬁhe home during the long cold Dakota Winter.-
Charley was Compatent and enersetic.-There wasg Slough hay on the Sioux River
Bottoms ,as high as a Man's head,Great course stuff which made fine tuel.
That could be had for the taking,and Charley took it.And finer for the

_Stock.-He_had worked somemaé a Carpenter and was qulte Competent with Tools
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He and Mother worked upon the Place all Summer.-They never saw the old

home again and didnot seem to care.Thig was now thelr home and they loved 1%

rather and I took the Younger team and started for the old home.-

Juat when we atarted there were great!rain—falls.-Water every wheremEverj.
1ittié ravine or Draw was a freshet;Rivers everybwhere.-fhe Secoﬁd day out
we came to 2 floed,rods wide,and deep,and wildly-ruahing.—On its banks be-
tween Sioux-Falls and Dell-Rapids,were a. great Cavilcade of Quifitas and- many
People str&nded.rhevrushing stream was: tobgreat to admit of Fording.-No one
considered driving through lte-It was nearly night when we got there,it
looked like rain ag&in.-Thoee—stranded People discussed the matter,and dﬁﬁ&ﬁ
declded to walt until Morning'and be governed by conditiona.—Father and I
were preparéd for Ten daﬁs camping.oﬁr wagon was as secure as any house.-

During the night another big rain.,But the Morning'bright and Fair all
hoped the end of the rains had come,which subsequently proved to be true.

But there ‘was no letup of this swirling river.But Men said“ﬁe must get axzxm

across and on our Way" Two or Three venturesome Young Fellows sald we can

. gwim it.The water was warm.-To make the narrative short that group of Compe-

-

L.
tent agreed to this plan.=Tow the teams to the other side.~All had lariats,

There wefe Men there who waded and swam that swirliné stream a dozzen tlmes
that day.-a lariat was fastened to a team,2 man swam across and 1éd the
toams,one after another across.Of course the horses and the Oxen attandeq
to their ogn swimming.-Every team in a comparative short while was towed
across.-But the Wagons,a little different propositlon,but those men were
competent,They did.this,each wagon box and Gear was tled to the Running
Gear,Rope tastened to pole,carried a cross by swimmer,a long larial to the
upside of the stream,to which Men couwld hold and prevent the Wagon from
upsetting or washing away.-There were several Women and children in the
group,?hese were towed across in their own wagons.-It took some Hours 1o
make the complete passage across Our "Red-Séa",During the day others came
and thgy“were helped acrogsa.~By the Middlé of the After-noon,the last Team,
Wagon and person had safely made the passage.;Tne great success of the day

had come largely through the skill of the Swimmers.-The Feople nurried on
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To Their destlinatlons.-Father and I started éy once upon our delayed Journey
Those Young,Nimble footed Oxen entered into the Spirit of it,and we reached

Luverne Minn.before camping that Afternoon.-We drove East along the Southern .

-
!-

"~ goundary of Minnesota,through such prominent Cities asWORTHINGTON-BLUE*EARTY .
ALBERT-LEE~and AUSTIN,where we veered S.E.into Iowa toward our home,not far.
For some days an Idea had been Festering in my mind,but I had not screwed
up courage enough to speakvto Father about i1t.-I had declded I didnot care_a_
return to Dakota in the Pall.-Ever since I have firmly believed that a Frov-

idential inspiration had come to me.There were Nine of usg children at home,

for Pather-Mother to feed and eclothe,and care for,approachipg Young-Manhood _.
and Womanhood.Our Claime in Dakota was Twelve Miles from any town,that a mee
Prairie Village at that time.There would be no pay work for any of_ua.-Spend
the long Winter helping Four or Five big,husky boys care for Four Oxen and

one cow,and Twist hay for fuel,the blggest chore of-all,l was 19 Years E;d,

the.oldest of the numerious children.I should be eaﬁ%;g gomething to help ta
.Folks,and not be depending upon them.-Then there was no school accesible to

us in Dakota,I. wanted more Schooling.The old home would giye Pay work and

School.-Let me atay in Howard County,get & Job for pay during the Work sea-

son,work for my board ,attend school during the Winter.-

2As we jogged along the High-way,I told that to Father one day,he gave it &
1ittle consideration,and I was surprised how quickly he fell into the I@e&,
and Acquiesced.-That became our agreed plan.-Later Father gaid"I will give
youYour TIME,Advertlze you,and you willl,legally,attain at once to your own
Authority,and be able todo Business for yourselfl-All this was done s00Ne=
To make the atory shorter,-Adjoining our old farm was that of the Woodcock
Bros.Rich People,one a General Sewling Machine man 1n St.louis,the other
C.and Mil.waukee N.R.Station Agent in Cresco-Iowa.-This,one of the flinest
farms in the County was under the management of W.0.3ymonds,Nephew of the

Woodeock Bros.-Father Lovingly arranged my future,and hls arrangement brough

me Two of the finest and most beautifull years of my life.TheASymonds Peaople

e

were finely Cultured People direct from Atholl Mass.-Fine Christian Family.

No other People have ever done me as good in framing my character agdd
.. _deciding my future as those fine FPecple.They refused to consider me a
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"Hired-Man"-I was Birney Dibble,now their Gharge,living as an accepted mem-

ber of their home.~-Curing those Blessed Two years 1ln that Christian home I
not once became Home-sick or discouraged.-All thro my Mature and-Active 1life '.
the hallowed' inatructions and Lovipg admonitions of that Saintly Woman,have = -
come to me.-If all Young-Men could start fctive life under conditiens ke
theae‘the:eﬁwould be fewer broken characters in the World.-

According to the agreement I was to live in the home of the Symonds ,Three
Winter Months do chores for my Board,the Summer 9 months work upon the farm
with stipulated wagess-Father and I agreed to this,One-Half of my cash wages -
until I was 2I should be sent to them.-We adhered %o the arrangsment,l did &
not miss once sendling the- Folks their Stipend,and I had an abundance left to.
supply my needs.~¥or Two years I lived with and earried on in that Hallowed
home.-As a respected member of it,.-I-never felt like a Hired-Man.- ,

On 0ct.8:I88I ,I celepbrated my Twenty-Pirst Birth-day.A few days later,
occured the National Election -Day,and I had the privilege of casting myxiis
First vote for JAMES.A.GARFIELD~for the Presidency,as all know he was electd -
later Assassinated,-I had seen none of my People for Two years,and had de-
cided to go to them.~There was now Summer work in Dakota.Much building. was
going on.-During that period Hundreds of home were established upon those.
broad prairies.-Young men had come-out taken their Claimes,started their ham
homes,gone East and Married their Sweei-Heartis,and brought them back with tk
them and Thousnds of the rinest of South Dakotans today are the Trult of
those Ploneer days.-The entire State was Pulsating with life.-Every bullding
was walting to be erected.-Rall-Roads were bullding.Plenty of work now,with

good pay.l was no longer a boy,l haa Twice been made -man,once thro  the
) ——
kindly offices of my ¥ather,and agaln thro the offices of 0ld Man Time.-

1 was ready to TAKE THE WORLD.-I was to spend the First Winter at home,any

find work in the Spring.In the meantime Charley had got into and Egan Fam=-
bor

ily by the name of Buck,and worked for them.- A Neighhood schoql had been

founded,and my Younger Bros.and Sisters,were receiving Six Months Schooling

S<<.Per year.tFather was Preaching as a Methodist Local Minister.-He was the

fifat Pastor 1ln several wnat nave become strong churchesg.-FLANDREAU-EGAN-
BROOKINGS~ARLINGTON-and others.Every -Sat.P.M.he wouid ride his black Pony &«
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hls Sunday appolntment.-During the Year of IBBI 82-I belelve he was Pastorm
at Egan and some adjacent Country Points.~Egan was Twenty Miles S.E.-Father
_ went therse each WeeE;H:?ere was no Church bullding yet.Pather compelled to
{. Euatle hie own Preaching Place.-In Egan no place Fit.01d Mr.Taylor a wicked,
Profane ,blatant Man,owned and operated the quite large City Hotel,and its
large, cepacioue Dining room attracted Father's ettention.-Mr Taylor knew him
well.-Fether contacted the old Tiger and said to him"Mr Taylor your Dinins-
room is empty by 2.30 P.M.on Sunday 13 1t not?--"Yes-sir"-"Will you please
have it arranged,we will hold our services in there,until some other FPlace
can be-found“.Mr Taylor 8 First surprized Acclimetion was“THE H-1L YOU WILL“
When suddenly there came a change over that Wicked man—He saild"you may
Mr.Dibble and the room will be ready for you at 2 P.M." and for some Months
the Moom was prepared the tables pushed back the chairs arranged A small ta-
ble placegLfor a Pulpit.Mr.Taylor ¢loged the adjoining doore,and 80 far a3 k
he could kapt order and quiet while the eervices were on.-Mrs Taylor her
daughters,and hired help attended the servicesa each Sunday,during the months
that the Hotel was ueed.Father was very Respectfull to thls 0ld Sinner,cal-
led ﬁ;m“Mr.Taylor“-There was develloped on Mr.Taylor'e part toward Father a
very respectiul attlitude.-He never used Profane language in Father's presene
It was remhked that many of the Taylerieme were pollshed off.-A few years
later when Mr Taylor Passed away ,the Funeral was held in the Dining-room af
Father was the Preacher.-Father possessed the Specilal gift of getiing along
l with the "01d Man TAYLORS"-Some way they saw in Father "A MAN"-Respected him,
Living upon the ﬁdll One Mile West of Egan was the Farm-home of Allen Oaks
Mr.Oake.wae & palnter,at ehet time working for the Chi.-Mil.R.R.-The R.R.Pwnh
People were extendidg their Lines West and in other directions and erecting
many new bulldings.Depots-&c.-Allen Oaks went along the Lines and did the
painting.fhe farm management was lert,to hils very efficlent Wife,wnd went
into the F&Q}d and worked with the Hired-Man.-Thro Father I secured the‘Job
of Hired-Man on the farm for the Summer of I882.-I began my work early in th
the Spring and continued until late Fall.Day after day I worked ﬁith Mrs.

Qaks,agreeably.She proved a Woman could do that and maintein her Self Reepe@
7 That was to me & very Pleeeant aummer.Mcetly Mr Oek 8 work was
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close enough to permit him to spend the Week-ends at ﬁbme but not always.

(friendship)
Thro-ocut all the Years I have mal ained an 1nt1mate?with the Qaks Psople,
A .
Egan has continued to be their home.He was taken away some time ago, (’

but Mrs.Oak,éome years ybunger,ﬁas 1ived with her family 1n Egan during
all these'Yééra.I met her not éo long since.-Thelr good home is still in
evidence upon the Egén;Hill.-i worked for-thoa:Good People Eight Mopths‘
that Suﬁmer,and.for.tha entire se;éon drew but $5.~- for my Personal use.
So'lt was quite‘a.Sum'they ﬁ&ia mbﬂwﬁen.l quit;- ) ' |
Ghariey s season at Mr.Bucks cloged at the same time,and we made our way
home,Twenty-Hiles,with our pockets well lined.-
We found the Folks with & burning desire.-They hadijust emerged clearly _
away from the old S;d aajﬁnct to home.-They were securing a house piecewﬂé
piece,room b& room,aﬂdjéining'the Kitichen on the Weat, wasevacant place,aboﬁt'
Twelve feet Square Twe sides,N.-Esalready bullt. The old Folks had theilr
Heart set upon building up that vacant corner.Had some money toward it,and
were planning to walt until Spring for the job.-When the First Morning we {
were home,we asked Mother to turn the Plates over at the Breakfast table,
and we placed a good,quite substantial roll of Bank-Bills under Father's
piate.I shall never forget the look of extreme pleasﬁre that lighted up his
face when he saw the Bllls.His First exclamation was "Oh,Ma now we can have
ﬁﬁe Addition"-People have recelved large Sums,real Fortunes,with leas Joy
than our good Parents accepted the price of their desire for the home that
dgy.Before that Morning meal was cleared away,the‘hew ADD.was fully planned,
and before the Lights were extinguished in the Dibble home that night,the
material for the new Add.was on the ground ready for use.We all hopped to
the task,and withing a very days had passed,the Folks were using the new
Addition.~-That is one way things came in those remocte Ploneer Days,One at a
time.-I Think that right here I would love to devote One chapter Commemora %l
tihg the Usefull and helpfull‘lives my Father -Motner lived in that Com- {;
munity rér years to come.In portraylng these things 1 promise to kesp within

‘the range of exact truth.-Pleagejlt 1ls tne kindly helpfull acts of my own

Father and Mother that I Record.-
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“VerilyI Say Unto You,Inasmuch as Ye have done it Unto One of the
Least of These my Brethren s1e have done 1t Unto Me.-
) MATT.25: 40~
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Christ speaking to Common yEvery day People.-He Assures tnem that Casgssual

e

kindnesses and Benefit rendered to’ Needy Persons in his name,go upon the

Records of Heaven as Service rendered to him.

We think of Peoﬁlé with great Means,and special Talents,as the great Bene- .

factqrs;-But that there is in the work of Helping others a chance for the
Humoleat,de,in'dis'Word,Emphasises Over and over.

Get thls fixed,Our Pidneer Home was quite remote,Twelve Miles to the close

est wans,ha&ing Resident Physiclans.-It was strictly "Horse-Buggy" Period.

Years before Mr.Chrjsler,and Henry Ford began to "Dream Dreams“Even "Horse~
iless Cars” were unheard of.Many years berore the Auto-Mobile bame into Pop-

ular use.-The Telephone had not Yet appeared.-At itne present Time if out on

‘!’some Farm I2 Miles from the Dr.there is sickness,Dr.needed,sStep tp Pnone,ggY

call him,he dteps into nis high geared car,turns a button,and within a tew
Mimites 1g at the Place of Call.~Thag remiﬁas,Perhaps ric other Frofeassion
as greatly benerinted by the Twin Blessings.Phone~Auto,as the Medieal .And
Alsd to People liéing at remote Pointg.-

But,During the Pioneer Days of ﬁhicn I wrlte none ot this was true.No Phone
"1f ‘the Remote Dweller needed a Dr.lie woulda mount a ‘norse,perhaps at Mldnight
'MiaW1ntér,-Ride to nome of the Physician,arcuse nim,Yernaps go to the barn
help Dr.nitch=-up,and bliankev up,and started on his One or Twe Hour trips,
Just whee. track roads,Perhaps this dark night filled with Water and Mud,

or buried under Feet of snow,Cetting the Cr was an act of Heroism snd Cour-
age,and People did-not undertake it unless in Dire Need,where Life-Death are
at stake.-My Parents,especiaLiy Mother,saved that Community,Scores of such
sfforts as I have pictured.-[;robably One~Half of 411 the Claimes of Gov.
Land taken in Moody Co.Dakota Ter.were taken by Young Unmarried Men,
practically all of these Young Fellows Married thelr "BACK-HCME SWEETHEARTS™

R -
w;thgqu Years of their settlement in the Countv.-In the case of many the
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The Young man returned to the old home for hils Bride and they Married there,
but,In the case of Many,—Many others the Xoung man did-not return,but the
Girl came to him ~-She came as close as she could by rail in many early cases
50 or7%§{§:} from the destinatioé]*hey were not acquainted wlth ﬁinisters
in~ the\wanégand shfﬁ;k‘éﬁay Trom them. S ' R
My Father was an Ordained Methodist Local Minigter with full right to
’%;;rform the Marriage ceremony.Anq really,Perhaps mere as a Personal conven-
ience to themaselves,He became Popular as a "MAMRYING PARSON#-The Young
Couple on‘the way from the the train could stop &t our home and 1ln Thirty.
Minuteé the sacred ceremony_perrormed and they on thgir way agaig,un;ega
Mother kept them for lunch or dimner.,as she often did.- Thls Tale has a
truerﬁistoric.ragt,it actually occured ig Scores of Cases.:?aﬁngr’slnecord o
fog_mafrying Young Homesteaders ran high.-For that hg nevey mgde a.ﬁharge,
but the?e was a standard amount those Young Fellowg voluntarily made,All the
same-A FIVE-DOLLAR=-Bill.-Of course that fitted into the home FPurse n;cely.n
‘If.Father“waa a Conveniqnt and Popular Marrygr,He was even more 80 &s &
Buryér,with this exqeption There‘wqre moriMariages than Funerals.-With the
:&:Exception of Catholics,Father quied People_a;l over that great Community.-
I knoleather's Funeral work was very fine.-I have watched with admiration
my Father engaged in the Solemn task q; Laying some neighbor away to rest.
He could gdjust himeslf,and did to each case,.,-This was especlally Wel;;
come- to the Afflicted ones.~-Father would regpond to any call for a funeral.
They came: for him from qqite remote dlastances.He never refused to go.
For this Multitudious Worg he never made a-charge—Some times_thq_Friegds
would make 8 Small offering,but 1t was not expected.- _
Now Mother,I have spoken of the effort of securing Medical attentlon.
I have also spoken of_the meny,many newly Wedded Couples coming into the
Community.~aAnd it'ao happened that &ftgr a propper time Babies beganucom-
ing to those Prairle Homes.-Every Casa requ1red sk%lled attentlion.
May I say no Womggfmg d take the risk thoge Young Mo§hers took in those
days.~Now nearly all Bables are born in the Hospltal,under the 3killed

care of Trained Drs.and Nurses,-But,back there no Professonal Dr.or Nurse,



But very fortunately there was a Qualified "MID*WIFE"-My mother,Mrs.J.W.
Dibble.-Had rBCOgnized 8kl1ll in this important direction,where over and over
‘Two lives were 1nvolved.~l will not dwell upom this at length, Suffice to s&y :
that for some years my mother was aalled upon for this type of work. -
The Stork had the~fashion of coming at his own convenience and Folks had to \K
accept his calls.-Practically all at night,they came for Mother at any time.
And Lika Father she never refused. They came for her with all sort of ;ig§;~
Luke Doyle ,an‘LIrish Catholic came for Mother one night,in the interest of
Maggie,who had a call from the Stork sBut Luke Doyle did a bad thing that
night,wé5hard1yAforgave him;He owned geveral Span of hbrées,was a leading
Farmer,But thdse~fine-big Bays,were invefterate Run-a;Waya.-They ranaway xiﬁ
with Lulse Just whenever they Pleased,and Luke brought them for Mother, just a
Mile. from the Dayle~home Luke was nervious and careless,The Bays took ad-
vantage Just after Mother was settled in the rig,they struck out,became un-
managsable Mother was thrown from the rig,striking upon her extended hands,

d both wrists were dislocated,and never got fully over the accldent.Always
lumps,and weakened Wrists.-This had happened 8t leagt thehlast or 1ﬁ'in the
Doyle Yard.Mother gathered herself up,and as the Séork was impatient and
would not walt,Mother proceeded to care for Maggle and Wellcome the 1ittle
Doyle.-~I have sald Mother never recovered fully from the-accident;

When Father reproved Lukie for bringing the Bays,Doyle sald they had not
shown any viclous inclinations for some time,he thought he had them convertd.’
Father sald"When your next Baby comes,do not bring the Bays after my Wife",

Well,For all this and many Scores more Mother said She never lost a Case
Mother or Baby.And nevermade a charge.Mostly she ggmmer recelved nothing,for ﬁ%&
Which the Dra.charged $35.--as the regular Fee.-The most of these people Pl
pald Mother nothing.Some would whisk her a gift of Callco Cloth enough for
& dreass at Five Cents a Yard,-For qultie an extended period if Mother hagd

charged glo.or even #5.a case it would have supported our Family.May I
repeat she never carged,nor lost a Baby.-

You would need to study the whole condition involved to see what Mother

meant to the Communi ty.-There was born then under Mother's Competent Care
Practically an entire Generation many who now live there.
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Thls will end my true Story of my Competent Parents in that Comnunity,which
they loved most sincerely,and were highly Beloved and respected by the Gom-
munity Paople.-Scarcely & home for Miles about that had not felt the be- .
nign touch and influenca of those Psople.-Their activities 1n that Place _(%
continued for & number of Years_-It has aiways been a quite Isolated Place;
The Dibble Claime wag 1n aline, Tﬁelve Mlles straight Sounn ot Brookings,on

. the RvKW-R.R.--g!gkzg_g;les straight North of GOLEMAH,on the C.M.5tP,~ R;R.

S -iles f _Flandreau, the Moody Gounty Seat on the G.M *St.P.R: R.- .
From the Sténd—?oint of Rail-Roads and Towns are coneerned that Isolated con
dition has never changed The Famlly Glaime ila just as 1solated now as 1t was
in their early experience.- )

Our Family relations to this Community will be snown in a future Chapter.

This bit of Intimate Family History I call one of the PRAIRIE—KUGGE&S—
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WHEN WE MEASURE LIFE BY PASSING TIME,
THE HUMBLEST TASKS BECOME SUBLIME.

. ""E FORWARD-MARCH"

P TOMMARD-MANGR' o C

South Dakota was settled with an Inteligent and Thrifty Class of People. -

It did-not offer the inducements for Idleness,Dissipatlion-and Crime,that
the great Cltles did.-Our People were not all Salnts if measured by the xtxk
atrictestStandards of Theology,but they were decent,and sympathetic,gnd have
always given sympathetic support to the higher things of life.

All over the Territory the First Institutions planted were the School and
the church.My People moved upon their Claime in the Fall of I879,the childrm
missed the First Winter from school,but after the yesar of I88c there was .
ﬁever'a lack of good Schools.-Institutions of Higher Learning,Colleges and
Universtties came almost at once.4;;‘;£e very Flrst day almost ahead of
Settlement came the churches.-Scarcely no Community within -the s&te has
missed a Sabbath because of lack of accessible Meligious Service, ?he 2xxhb-
Catholic'and'LuJ%ranPeople were on the First day providing Religlous Priv.
eleges for thelr People.-All Evangelical churches were hers from the First

- providing for their Followers.-
‘ ji;Fathercame-to Dakota an Ordained Methodist Minister.Within a few Months

flier thelr Settlement Father nad regular Minlsterilal work in the new Co
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During First number of Years on their Claime Pather aia Mihisterial Work

in tne surrounding towns.-The Work on the farm was done by the boys,with '
Oxen,Will now the oldest at home,a steady,earnest Hard—working,XoungMang;;??
"

P
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%
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- Father rode his pony To his Appointment on Saturday.Always had Two or
more Preaching places for Sumday.Earliy in the Week he would return home,
but in hils ﬁime'between tﬁen and réturning,Superintsnding and wofking
upon the Farm.-One Mile from our Claime North came the Winneger School-. -
House .-Fhis fine Country-sdhool Bullding,was so Centrally located,so
Commodious,and in the sry Front Yard of those fine New-England Bred Peo-
ﬁla,and Puplic Spiriteda as well,as to make it from the First,and taro-
out ail the Yéars & Place of Public Resort.-The Winneger School-House was
always Av&ilable’for Peligicus and Réfining Sérvices.
* Tne Firét Summer arter-coﬁing 0 Dakota'arter the above bullding wag
erected and dedlicated td tne’ Punile Upiirt and Good,My Mother with a 2wo
or Ffhree other Women establlshea a Sunaay scunoecl whlch carried on in the 7(
.échocl-!—louse ror Years.For some Years my wmother Superintended it.Everj '
Sunday Aftérnoon,while Father was absent with his work,The Oxen were Yoled
to the Farm wagon,the children all loaded and driven to the Sunday=-3Scheool.
The School was Interdenominational.~My Folks were Methodigts ,the Winne-
gers were Eplscopal,nearly every Denomination was reprisented there,includ-
ing many Lutherans.-That Cosmopolitan Spirit has Characterlzed that fihe
Communil ty for ove Half a Centurgtsxmaxs At least Three qulte Frominent Min-
isters came out of zgitS.Sa-As well as other Christian Workers.-
We shall have something more to say about the Winneger S.H.later,
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BIRNEY and CHARLEY,BLUNDER INTO_A SERIQUS MISTAKE .-
This will be a "Nugget™of little darker Hue.-Charley and I had each reached

the age of Personal responsibility,Were both of age.-Like every Young-Fellow
of our age we were anxlous to get a start in life for ourselves.-But got off
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on the wrong Foot.-Father had a Friend,Charley Mills,aBach,owning Three
Quartgrs?ctions under cultivation,in a Pine farm Mid-way between Our home
%g%hggaﬁagfapgssing back and forih from his home to his Minlsterial work
?%Eﬁ%?%ﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁeften stop with Charley Mills,some time for dinner,some times ~C
for over night.-Mr.Mills was a Native of New-England .-He had some Domestic
plans fo;_himselft-Hq wished to spend a time at his 01d-§§§¥f¥n New.Eng,

And giéhgd to rent his big farm.-He dldnot care to disposevg}_his Parm
eqpipmenps!?aams,Span of_horses and_One Yoke of Oxemn,and his egtire quip—
ment. of machinery and tools.~He would also furnish Seed grain.-

He offered the farm to usg for rent.-We filnally agreed with Mr . Mills thgt L]
we would buy_the oxen and the horses,Mills taking a Mortgagé upon the Qui-
filt,and Our share of the crops.Thers was our seri%% mistake,a Mortgage upon
our crop,which left us nothing.Wlth the crop Mortgaged we could sell nothlng
and could pay nothing.-We found that true later.-We had Morigaged away our
only resources,the crop.-But,We were inexperienced.-

Charley and I worked like D%vers that entire Summer.-Cur Farm work was Zmd
well done in seaaon.-ﬁut,All crops were aghort that year.-Mills permitted us \
to sell grain enough to Pay him One-Half of what we owed him,and the ex-
peanse of.raislpg the crop.We had to hirerg man and team for harvest,the Cxen
would no? draw the Binder.-Mill's old binder bothered us,and we were de-
layed.Our harvest was very expensive,Then threshling and drawing the grain.
Charley was uneasy,did not wish to work jhg.farm another year.We had made
nothing,much,ﬁhat year,=-raid the equivalent $f thg yalue of the Oxen.

Mills ﬁisped us to remain upon the farm another year.-Charley was otrfered
& good chance to drive a Mural Mail Route between Flandreau and Brookings.
He must have a team.-We divided the meager Profits of that year.With his
share Charley was able to buy a span of horses by runﬁing in debt for part.
He fitted himself with the necesary rig,and took the Rural Contract.-

According to.our contract to Mills,we should plow that big farm,worls for
the rest of the season.-Now,What.should I do?-I had our Horse team to use
upon the farm but could not take it away because of M111,s Mortgage.He had

?
been wise enough to look after that.-Well,Finally.declded to try the farm
another Year.Did the plowing during the Fall.Planted the crops next Spring.



and watched them Erowe= _ 37-= T QOnot care to rewrlse what has gone
before.-Suffice to saythis year on thé farm was about a reduplcation of the
Year before.-If any strong Young Man ever put Two Years work in one,I did
that yegr,;nd.tﬁat dear old team.Practically we were in the Field when the
Suncame up each Morning,and there when it went down at night.-Men working |
for otners have regularlours.Well,l had from Daylight to dark.-
For harveat Charley took a vacatlon from his route and worked for me with kt
hia team.-I had bought a new Walter A. Wood Pwine Binder,which did its part '
with delightfull degpactch.-The tﬁeshing and Grain Marketing with haste came
qgiqkly.-I had decided that it was fooligh for me to rent the farm for next
year.~But according to our contr#ct I must‘leave the farm plowed for next
Years crop.~?hat took me a&ll the Fall,with my characteristic 1ong days.

I Bpoke of Mr.Mllls returning tc New Eangland. Theire he induced & f'lne
Yankee Woman‘to cast in her lot with him and cBme back to be hisg Wife and.
Eome-maker.-During the year he had,had a new noué built on the West Quarter

-

for himself and Wife.-Directly when I had the plowing done and was about to
ggit those good horses was taken sick and died. -Mills had a Mortgage upon
them,1lt was my plan to finish the plowinggwhich was all his beneritjand turm
the team over to him.-Now,Iturned the horse over to him and told him I was
through.~He wag not satisfied.-For Two years I had worked hard for Charley
Mills and w1£€»Wages.He got thp whole thing atter I had raised the crop and
pald the cost of 1t.-I learned Two or Three good lessons during those Ewo
profitless years.-No man can make a profit on his share of the crop on & Da-
kota farm.If I could not,with no one depending upcn me a man.with ﬁ family
could not.-Renters 1ilve not alone from a Share of graln,but from Stock,Cows
Butter and Cream-Poultry-Hogs=-&c.And the best of them are always in deb;
and Mortgaged up.-When I think of that type of 1life I shiver.-But Hqureds
of Families live that type of 1ife,moving from Place to Place.

I remember ﬁhe—reeling of relief that came over me the day I climbed into
thher’s Wagon for home.I felt like Out of Prison..
One feattre of 1t has gratified me,l went thromxﬂnni that Ordeal free trom

debt.-I had-ngt made a Dollar,had put a few Dollars in it,but came out clear
1 Sﬁ§§%i§ satifactorilywitn Mr.MiLls.-I was agaln free to do something for
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‘Three Months of every Dakota Wimtax Yéar 1s Winter,-Dakota Winters donot
offer work to the Jobless.-I came from Mill's with a great, desiré'for-Wage
eSrning work.-With nothing to do at home I decided to go to N.E.Iowa at our &
old Howaﬁd County home and visit some of the old Friends..As my good Uncle
Orville,and his kindly Wife,Julia,were living in Albert-Lee -Minnesota,and
I vould pass thro Albert-Lee,I would stop and spend a few days with Uncles'

,Folks.l was. on a still hunt for Work.-As quickly as I reached Uncles good

P

news met me.-Aunt Julia's Brother had the contract for the dismantling of a

largelFloﬁring Mill in isinore,s.E.Minnesota,and the shipping of the Machiﬁy
ery and Equipmen£ to a new ﬁill that had been erected for i1t at Big-Stoné
Lake-Déﬁota Ter.-Uncle knew I would find a Winter's job with his Birother-in=-
law,.-With his kindly introduction in my pocket I went tp Isinore at once,ami
found the situétion ag Uncle héd descrived.-Went to work at once,Recelved

' real pay,end worked until Late Winter.It proved to be a real Providential
opening,-Good inside work.-We dismantled and loaded the Equipment upOn cars
for the Dakota Prairies.-I have wished I might see the mill in operation,but
have never happened to be at Just the point where it was located.But have no
doubt but that PThousands of Bushells of "No I-Hard Wheat“have been trans~
formed into rich Flour,with that machinery I had helped to take down and
Load and ship.-I was invited to go with it and help unload and Place it in
1ts new Quarters,but had made other Plans.-However that had been a delight-

ful Winter.-I am glad to inseribe this bit of history as a "NUGGET"-
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farm,but he had come to the timewhen he was old enough to begin working ror
blmself,and turn the work of the Home Farm over to Zsell,the next in order,

which was done.~Will wag keenly aiive to make something.-North Dakota was in

'.:! b
the Limelight at Just that time and nhad attracted our attention.wgﬁgéing 4o
. . \

and mor Bushells Per Acre.Men on the Wheat Farms recelving rrom #éo.to 540.
a month,with all expenses paid,&c.-Will and I had decided to go up in the

Great Wheat Belt of North Dakota for the next Summer.~I went rrom Isinore
nome to my People-As I remember in the last of March Will and I struch out
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for the XNorth.-Qur selected destinatlon was-ﬁamestown North-Dakota,about ,as
I remember,Thirty Miles North of Ellendale at the extreme Hortne}n boundary
~ of South-Dakota.-We took thé C.NW.R.R.at Brooklngs for Aberdeen,where we
caught & C.-M. SP.Paul train to Ellenaale,Thirty Miles Nortﬁ,from there to
Jamesfown,?hirty Miles,afcot and carri%four Suit-Cases;-By the Way,when we
refurned home in the ¥all,the Gap between Jamestown and Ellendaie R.R.had

been completsd and we rode down upon the FPirst Passenger train over the line.

~

wé went to & Jamestqﬁn Hotel and secured a rqu;;We were told there that ihii
thé Farmers wanting helﬁ would come to tﬁe Hotels looking for Men.-So we
seiiied down and waite&;bqt not ror loné.Jusn a.few days later,One day,s wim
nice lobking)ﬁuite oquGePtléman‘apéeared hunting tor Two Men for the Summe?
Will and I héﬂ hoped we mignt find work at the gsame place,but that was much
to hope ror.~-Phig Man's name was Sanford,He nad been a College Prot.and
School teacher all his mature llirs,until Fwo Years before he and his Wife Wi
resigned from tne School,and had come to Stutsman Co;hty—N.D.-gone up Thirty
.Miles N.E.of Jamestown to Dalsy-¥.D.and bought Tbre'e—Quarter Sectlions of
Wheatlaﬁd;nearly all under cuitivation,and gettled down to farming,-Their
Place was ﬁLain,Shackie;Pioneer.—Of course nhese ola Feople were finely
cultured and educated.-We rbund the characteristic reserve of Peopls of tnat
ﬁy;e.-WiLi and I locked good to tue Prot.-And before long we were botuh hired
by-ihe 014 Gentleman for Twenty-Five Dollars a Month,wlth Board and Waéhlng.
Mr:Sanford's Farm Power consisted of Two Three Mule outiits.Mr.Sanford gave
us each one of those Long-eared Out-tits,and for Elght Months we lived with
Careda for,and worked these teams.-For the Summer Cur work.was all on tue
Feilds,-Seeaing,Harrowing,During the Breaking secason Breaklng new soil,wlﬁ%}
our Mules and Sulky-Breaker.-We had a bed in the old granary,seperated from
the housge.-There ﬁas an Elderly Woman who had lived with them in Annarbor
Mich.and a Pen Year old girl,that had come to them from some rexl%ive.
Mr.and Mrs.Sanford were sincere Christian People,Msmbers of the Congrega-
tional Church.-He Supergtended a Country Sunday-School Sunday Afternoons.

They had a single Pamily horse and buggy,into which Mr.3.and nls Women Folks

crowded on Sunday for the S.5.-Wwill and I were never invited to attend,

-



the Sunday School,of course there--_40-- was no conveyance for us if we had

desired to go.—I thank there was not a Preaching Service availaéie any where
in that community whils we were there,Yet the Pralries were quite wéll cov-

ered with Settlers.-A few Miles to Daisy,which probably had churches.-?he

only use the Sanfords made of Dalsy as a town was a market for his Wheat.

It was about Forty Milas to Jamestown,they d1d thelr Household trading there

e
W

Will and I did-not get to town all Summer until rali when we drew the Wheat

to Daisy.-ﬁo Church services.-Mr Sanford was very gtrict.-They observed Pam-
ily Worship af ter breakfast regularly.-ﬁhey obgerved the Sabbath Rellgliously
de?anding quiet upon the farm.-When Mr.Sanford hired us,he stipulated he'xﬁi
would pérmit no‘Profanity sNOr abuse 6f the teams.-41l that was proper.-

W;ll and I did-not find the Old Gentaemen's "Blue-Laws" Irksome.-

We were told Fowever that he had,had trouble with hired Men who protested
some of his restrictlons.Men insisted that Sunday was their day 1n which to
do or go as they Pleased.-Will and I did not Chafe,our Father at home was
preaching Ewo or fhfee times every Sunday,and conducting funerals and Marry-
ing People nearly every day,-Our Mother Suﬁefintended the Winneger S;S;
every Sunday,and our Younger Bros.-Sisters were in S.S.each Sabbath.Why
should we not observe the day in Religlous reéﬁect.- | .

But it hurt us to f£ind that the Sanfords could not trusf us,we must be XMAM
watched Ye were "Hired—Men and llikely to break-out into aome M1is-de-meanor'-

?hat very thing made the Summer more unpleasant to us than any other thing.
There was not one bit of real Fellowship for us all Summer,we wWwere Just '
hired-mgn,l think the Sanfords would have been surprised to find that we had
Souls.-But that we were from a Strictly Chrigfiap Home,Both of us Religlousy
ineclined,EBach of us at that very time resisting the call to pféach,to which

we each yielded not much later,and spent many yeafs each in.
The Sanfords did not help us Spiritually that entire Summer.-When we were a

at work‘some distance from the house the Prof.would stand upon an old shed
and wateh us thro his Spy-Glass.-We were watched constantly all Summer.-
Wlll‘said 11 made him feel 1ike doing some mean thing.-When we meet in Heavm
I hope Prof.Sanford and I will be located in different sections of the Glory

Land.and as I was just a "Hired-Man" we probably shall be.-

——
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thernoute Just when I_caﬁe*home.-lt was all”arranged he should.And I take

the Route for Mr. Taylor.-Taylor made $E¥A me this Proposition, théE:gzcouple
span of horses,Two or Three Cows and some minor chores to do,For driving the
Route I would receiva Twenty Doliars a Month.-That the Gov.pald. Then,Ir I (j
would live: wlth the Taylors and do the chores Morning and Eve,They would gil
give me my Board and washing durlng the Winter. Going to the Taylors to

1ive was about 1ike going hiome,I knew them 80 well,and they were such fine

\d_'

old People.-‘The.Mail must be driven Six trips a Weelk ,MONDAY to rlan&reau,

TUESDAY to BROOKINGS,-the other trips alternating in that way.-The MIDWAY

P.O.was sonamed-MIDWAY between those Two towns,to be—exact aach trip I3

Miles each way Six days each Week.-Quite a steady Job and qults Routine.

I left Midway about 8 a. M for Flandreau and One 1ntervening Office Returne&

by this Office during: the P.M. reaching home 5 O'Clock. .

Next day leave Midway at 8 A.M. Stop at Intervening P.0.GALA,1ln the home

of Mr.Francis,Brookings Hoon,Homersame vay P.M.

Mucﬁ mell passed thro the—Mid—wayiPoat-Office It was at the Center of =a quita
thicklyisettled communidg,and handled all the mail,in and out,Letters,Papers
Magazines,?arcel—Posts,and whatever passed thro the Mails.-

They received One Mall each day.One day from Flandreau,the next from Brook-
ings.-We aimed to have the mall ready for Delivery at Five P.M.-The crowd N
sure to be there at that time.Afoot,Wagon but mostly Horse-Back.-I had
nothlng to dq with the Delivery.I placed tha Sacks inside,and Mr.and Mrs,
Taylor,witg sometimes Annle’s help,attended to the distribution.~While they
were at that task I hurried thro my chores.-We were always ready for our dim
ner at S8ix or Six Thirty P.M.-As I remember tne Evenings of that Winter were
delightfullat the Taylor house.-Warm,Cozy,Lots to read,people stepping in £a
tor -thelir mall.-Always much- 1life there.-Then the mail was put up to be ready
for me to throw into ny rig in the Morning and start upon my trip.-

I have always looked back upon that Winter at Taylors as one of the most (
plesant of all my Young-Man-hood.-The chores were Just a few Minutes exercig
The Driving was steady and confining,but not much real labor.I greaivly en-
1oyed the Family relations.The quite Malden Daughter of the Family,Annie,was

. h°m3'5he was JoLly,and stre and_;_pad a Sood time Chafing each otner.

M e we SOt
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I was home nearly every day,just One Mlle away,directly acroas the Omadt

1

Cialme.In a few Minutes after dinner I ecould run home 10T the lONg Evenings..
Oon Sundays I waé free between A.M. and Eve Chores.-After Breakfast,Home,1f 5;
.courcen in the Winneger S.H.attena with tne Folks. .-
Proper to say that before this Father nad exchanged Oxen for horses for ther -
Farm work.-Father still p:eached.—Zell was manager of the Farm Activitles.-

‘The Younger chiidren in School.~

Charley,will and I,nad rormed & compination that ﬁrougﬁt ﬁ§ deep interest s 3
all that Winter.-We Three older Brothers nad decided to god West,only 1t
proved to our disappointment to be North,in toe Spring and take Clalmes, .
Will is old enough now.-Charley would buy a new Lumber Wagon,Wilil anﬁ‘l sach
furnisn a@l Yoke of Oxen.We decided to buy steers and preak thnem.-Charley

and Will were gpending. the Winter at home.-We had picked up tue Steers Ior
our team,and the poOys spent tne Winter preaking them to drive,and getting

our Cut-Iidv together;-But,I will leave tngﬁ for the nexu'ﬂugget-

that fine Winter paased %oQ quickliy.l might navVe continued with the Taylors

but My plans with my Brothers prevented,-
Paus ended one of my most shinie NUGGEIS.

LITTLT NUGGET NUMBER 4-

-—--———-n——-n—-—--———-.-—.--.....---.-—--—

"Whoa ,Haw,Gee BUCK,
HERE WE TRY OUR LUCK" .

—— S A W e S A A8 —— -

About April Ist.I886,%We boys with our fine selected and well broken Oxen,

and Charle}s fine,bran new,shinie Studebaker Wagon,-Break Plow,a complete
Camp equlpmeﬁt,all of which stirred our Youthfull Pride,started for LOGAN=
N.D.-where we had decided to locate.-All went fine on the trip,The Oxen w
travélled fine.-Shep snatched up the Gophers along the way.-we all képt
well and enjoyed the trip.It was areal Lark.-Upon reaching our chosen des-
tination we found no Government Land open for Homesteading 1t nad all been
taken.-And we were forced into a declsion.What shall we do?-Upon enqury we
found that just over this 1ittle intervening rénge of Coteaus ,in Stutsman
County Lots of Goverrmment land,so we electad to gO thro.the hills to Stuts-

-

man County whlch we did.There was no road thro the Cotsaus,but that had all
baen Surveyed,and for some days we picked our way along with the Survey

it e PR
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Mounds.-It was a rough drive tnro the Hills but we enjoyed the Novelty and

Romance.-When we finally emerged much like coming tfrom a dark room.-
However we found what we sought,Gov.Land.~Jfust across the Corner N.E.was
Jamestown H.D.-We were about -8 Miles South of the Main line of the GREAT
§ORTHERH-R.R,East and West thro the State and on East to the Twin-cities.
To the Ca#sual Observer that was a beautiful ountry.~Seemed to hold out
great promise to the Home seeker,but the more carefull observer found 'some
very serlous faults.-IT WAS TOO HIGH AND DRY.-Not far enough away from the
Coteaus.-Too many rock,-But we wanted land, this looked good,to our untrained
eyes.And,think Just a few Miles from the growing,Hustling County-Seat, |
Jameatown.—Anyway,We enthusiasticly accepted it.There was no Residents very
close,but we didnot care for that.To get Zovernment Land One must Isolate
himself.-We selected each a Claime,and went to the Land-Office and Filed up=- =
on thew.-At Jamestown we bought lumber with which to roof our CLaim-Shacks,
whlch we must build ,on sach Clalme.-We must start a few dlmprovements,but we
had until next Year to begin operations upon the Claimes.-We did not plan to (
remaln there permanently.-We dg?‘a fgw stone,-Tried to break a little,which‘A.
proved almost impoasible the ground was so Dry and hard.-But we decided to
build a Centrall Shack at that time and have it ready to come to the next
Summer.Which we did from sod.-To make a show of effort we plled up a Sod
shack on each of the other Claimes.We worked hard on the Threg Claimes for
some Weeks,until timé to return home for harvest.~-=The final day came at
last.We had done all we comdd at that time to secure our Clalmes.

I shall not ever forget the Morning we started for home.There came to me a
very definite and positive faéling that I should never reiurn po or see this
Claime again.-Some-new feellings were beginning to agise in my thought.Some=-
thing was definiteiy saying "“Donot Come-Back,There is a finer 1life for you".

I had made gome very defnite deeclsions during the past few days.I woulg
not waste my life on that North-Dakota Stone Plle,.-I saw that we Boys should
not have been up there.-If we really wanted farms,the best place to secure
them was right about our home in good Moody Gounty.-Tﬁat Country was in 1its

. tirsg
infancy.-Many People who had come from the East and taken Clalmes werse
S N« ¥ < o% them%and they_could be bourht cheaply,ﬁhgt_our,best opportugity;
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It was a Depressed trip home-Very fine in its actual movements,but sari@g.in

thought.I had not said a Word to the boys concerning umy decisions,but I musi

One Afternoon as we ambled dreamlly along,Charley sittingin front driving -

the teams,W1ll and I were walking silently behind the wagon, something was
sald about 5oing back iIn the Spring,and 1mpulsivly I said "I am not going

back“ "Not 5oing back““Ho,you Boys may have my Stone pile if you want it".
Will asgked what I intended to do,I answered "I'm going to school and fit
myself to be somebody"He gaid that is just as I have been thinking.l m not
going back".n?hat Afternoon strudging along in the dust behlnd the oXxen, Will
and I talked the matter thro.We did not know how Charley would feel about it

That was in some-ways the aupreme declsion of our lives.It was not the final

declzgion but this cpened the wa} later for the Supreme declsion.

Gharlej,at Filrst was Greived.He gald We hed hetrayed him,let hime down,
that we had agreed together upon the plan and we were obligated to go Thro.
with it.I insisted kinﬁl§ that I had my Individual 1ife to make,and could
not permit myself to be forced back on that Claime which had become repul-'
.sive o me.Wlill felt the same way.3ome way a new'life had sprung up 111'me
and was asserting 1tself.-We talked 1t thro with Charley.le insisted our
quiting destrdyed the Projeet and ruined him.-What would he do?-We told him
we would give him the Oxen and the—equiéﬁent to makefit possible for him to
complete his Clalme.-Charley still owned his Horse team.As I have sald the
new Wagon was bhis.-And later 1t all came right.-He became reeisned o our
quiting,but would not surrender his Claime.He would drive hie horses back
in the Spring,and open his Claime.with them.He would accept all dhe loose
equlpment of the trip‘and camp.-1t happened that the Centrall Shack had been

‘bullt on Charley s Clalme. .
I will now finish Gharley 8 story.-In the Spring he drove out to the Claime
He tried hard to make something of it but could not.-He became acquainted
and fascinated with & w1dow,whosé First name was TOLLIE,Married her.They
became diﬂcoﬂuraged trying to make something out of his Claime.
Right acroass the corner N.W.of ¥ather's Place was the"Leonard Quarter“,junt

now for sale cheapFather pought 1t tor Cnariey,who came home as quickly as
he could.He and Tollle worked hard and .were getting a good Start when Charly

-
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broka down with Asthma,and was comperled to seek a warmer Climate.-First th§

they went to Oklahoma,he was better for a Couple of years,when the old -
trouble came again.The Dr.ordered another move.-This time they went into

Mo .Where he became free from his troublesome Ailment.-They got along nicely
down there.He did some preaching,and they were happy for years.A few Years
ago éhaflsy_passed'away.So far as I know Tollie 1s still living.She has a

couple of Children. :

Directly after we returned from North Dakota I worked thro Harves$ and

Ihreshing for Ike Thompson,a ¥eighvor of my People.-
Will ‘and I were fully determined to go to College.and made our plans to that
end.-The Sehool year was divided into Three Terms,or Sessions,FALL-WINTER
and SUMMER.-However the College year really began.with the "FALL-TERM"-

That was the time we planned to begin,about November FIRST.~
We would be a little late.There was to be an event of high interest take
place at our home,on Thanksgiving Day,and we must 2ll be tnere.-~The First
Wedding in our immediate Family was to take Place that day,Sarah;our oldeat
Sister was to Marry Andrew Whealy,a Young Widower with one Litiie pay,
‘Robbie.-Father would perform the Ceremony.-I will just Note Andrew Whealy ¥
was one of the very tinest of Men.He and Sarah lived on their beautirul
One-Halr Sectlion tarm,Eight Mlles West of Plandreau,Six Miles North of
Colman,and 5ix Miles straizht South of our home Place,and ralsed a large,
fine family ot children,all of whom are mature and have Families of thelr
own,- But,Xow,The Great Event is over,Will and I are Packed,The day follow
ing Father ls to take us to Brookings,I2 Miles for the Dakota Agricultural
College.- All that Transpired. ;
Thlis has been a WUGGET of importance to Wiil.and Me,Very vital decisions had
been made,Not simply the decision to attend School,but the yet untorseen
results of that Declision.- .

- :NUGGET PIVE:=
~=emc--f8opd}-m=-=—mmm===
"HURRAH,Por the . 0ld "D.A.G"=-
-==Fear Brother Wiﬂl and Me,-
The DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE,under i$s First Pamiliar name,but later the
SOUTH DAKOTA &c.but noW"THE DAKOTA STATE CQOLLEGE "is one of the very oldest

Institutions of Higher Learning in Sur State.-1 have not at my dispoasal the
exact Date of its Beginning,but baék in Territorial Days,scme Years before
South-Dakota was orgenized as a seperate State.-Will and I entered the Colzig
lege in I886,and it haa been Fuﬁctioning some Eears.ﬁad 300 Students,and a
strong ¥Faculiy.-"State College”Throout the éntira time of its existence has
been the most Popular and ﬁrominent Institution of Higher Education 1n the
State of éouth—Dakota;—-They have always maintained a highly Democratic Type i
of Teachers and Students.-Xearly all the Students have come from the Common

homes of the State.-Thousands of Young People have come to its Halls from

the Statze's greatest Inaustry the Farm.-But all Professions and Industrys

= T e e [ PR O -
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Ir auy-one should ever take time to read this you will Please Remember it

1s written wholly from andf Old Man's Memory.-The Record of .these events are

in the mgin quite correct,but Memory may err sometimes.-This is prebably

s

© . about_as correct History of those times asg could be obtained.-~

When W1ll and I entered the "D.A.C."in the Fall of I886,there were-on the .
Campus Just Two Major bulldings,What came to be known as the"0ld Dorm",Then
_South on the Campus,housing the "Girls Dormbtory" General Boarding,or Eating
Hall.If my Memory serves me correctly the Domestic training was carried on

here.=Then old "Gentrall Hall",stood somewhat Aloof, just North.-

The Lower Rooms'provided the Recltatlon Department of the Instlitution .Ali
Classes were conducted here~The Upper Stc1§ wag taken over with the Boy's
Dormitory.-I remember distinctly that while Will.and I were ‘thers One

t
Hundred boys,or Young Men they were,had lodging in the "GOAT-PASURE"-

That great bare floor was divided into Coops,or stalls,each to accommodate
Six Fellows.-The Partitons 4id not extend up to the Celllng,but Just a 11t
tle higher than the.cheap Bedateads.A fellow so inclined,and some time he

:as,could throw a pillow,or any other object over the Partitlions to the
extreme side or end of the entire building,Fifty feet or more.-

But,in those Coops we sat and Studled.If one applied himself too closely a
pillow would probably land in his midst.-Each Six were expected to keep thed
Coop in respectable condition.-Thro-cut the First several Years ,1£ is safe
to say,the most highly Loved and respected Male member of the Faculty was
Prof.Robt.¥.Xerr.Prof.Kerr had spent many Years in Japan in Mlssionary and
Governmental work.Japan had not shot at 01d Glory at that time and wag not
so well known by the most of People as now.,I remember how a Group of Fellows
would gather about the Prof,in the Hallg,Upon the steps,anywhere,and listen
to his highly interesting and instructive talks upon Japan.

Well,Prof.Xerr (WE%schthea.tE}%%?y%tor of the "Ram-Pasture"when Will and I went
there.At about Nine O'Clock A.M}%he~?rof.would tap on each doo#,which he
would open,and greet each Coop,seperately,but with the same Words,

B300D MORNING,YOUNG GENTLEMEN"-Always just that.-Altho on Saturday the good

Prof.found practically every Fellow at his table busy with his studied .
This happened because each Sat.Morn.a boy was posted at the end of Haljand
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when the good Prof.emerged below, this Fellow hurried down the hall tapping

gently at each door,warning for quiet and Order.~I shall not undertake to de
sc¢ribe some of the happeningas of the Ram-Pasture.Remember there- were Ioo
Red Blooded Fellows cooped in those Pens,and thay.ﬂﬁ%ﬂaés well been in one
great room.-3ut out of that Ram-Pasture came some bright and Thorough Men.
Men who have made their way to prominence in the Professions, the Industries
the Puture Politics of the State.- - - - -
May I say this,I shall wrlte here Just of my own experiences.I am not wris
ting a history of State College.Il am not qualified to do that.- o
Will and I were kindly ﬁccepted in the Gollege,andﬁé?gﬁsoon agsigned to our
Classes.-I wish to say‘we found 1t qulte easy to get hold of our woikk and
proved no greener than the RaR-File of the Students of our Grade,-
I do remember the Institution had just One Seniorhwhen-we went there,;
MERTON ALDRIC§5,~Who had come to the Instltution aiready started.The College
was not old enough yet tO"de?bllop a Senlor Class,and Mert Aldrich was
graduated alone at Gcmmencem;nt Time.- You wlll probably see more concerning

tﬁe Aldrich Family later.- Grant Houston was a Farm boy who had come 1lnto tha

p—

College from out near Huron.-He was assigned to our Coop,and there quickly
sprang up between Grant and me a very Intimate Friendshlp which has lasted
throughoﬁt our entlre Mature llives to date.-CGrant 1s Two Years younger than
I.-He completed the Course at D.A.C.-Went to Chicago took a Medical Course,
Inherited an older Bros.Practlice and Office in Joliet-Ill-where his entire
Professional life has been spent.He married,and they have- gathered about XK
them a beautiful home in the City of Jollet,as well as other Property.

Grant is very decreplid,more sco than I.We exchange Vislts gquite often.
Well,to return,Grant Houston roomed with Will and Me 1n the Ram-Pasture.
We secured our meals at the Dihing Room in the Girls Dorm.-
A Tew Monfhs after we entered the College there came speclal Opportunlties
for work.The Classes were gathered and dismissed by the tapping of the bell
rung from the basement of ©ld Centrall.-Every Hour or oftener during the Day
the bell must be rung.Then at other periods,as RISING,LIGHTS-0UT,&c.The Bell

Ringer had a fine Job,and 1t fell to my Bro.will.-Five Minutes before the.

S



time for Cla | : ;:”%2::
ss Will was expected to pass out and ring the bell .-He did that
all the rest of the time he was there.-Of Course all that has been done for'”
many Years Electrigllym-It happened that at that-time those in Authority |
awanted‘Tﬁc Young Men to care for the Recitaﬁion building with ita -halls,
Grant Houston ahd I secufed.the work,which pald very weil,carfied some re-
sponsibility.-There Qas fitted up a very pleasant room in the basemen
the Belleringer The Hall Attendants,and a.Ybung-man having some responsi~ .._.___.
bility at the Barns with the Stock.-nemember this Institution hag from the
Filrat Specialized in Blcocoded and High-Grade Stock.-Horsess,Cattle,Swine and i
- Poultry #c.;So when Wiii,Grént and I moved inte our very fine room in the |
basement which waa furnished up without cost to us,Doc Bronson,The Stock
Boy of whom 1 juét spbke,moved in with us.-That room became our home.-As I
remember the;e'was One “Fiy in therbihtment",thé room became a reireat,a
loafling ?lace fof the Boys from the Ram-Pasture,in the same bullding.-
Fellows would take libertlies there they would not in the other rooms,which
.Here more closely guarded .-we scon found that it would be up to us,to keep
order,that the Authoritles held us responsible.-de wished to maintalin the
Good~-Will of the Fellows,and needed ‘to be carefull of our treatment of them.
I do remembeé that became a real Problem.-Boys filled the room.- Grant's
and my work began at Foﬁr 0'Clock when the classes were thro.-Open the Win-'
dows;pick up the many papers,Swaep,arrange the furniture,Do whatever needed
to be done.-Be good Janltors.-For the Dusting Frocess Grant and I opened
the Transoms,walked thro the Alsle,and flaunted the Dusters thro the open
Transoms.-In the group of Reciltatlon Halls was that of Mathematics.Good old
Proszilley was the Professor in charge.-He was a real sitter,take his seat

at the beginning of the Session sit Mobile until the end.-One Mathematical

Class,Ari%metic Algebra %o Would come 1n and out all day,each class using

the Black Board with a liberal amount of Chalk.Chalk produced Dust,Profa

Lilley,asa kindly man would be buried in Chalk-dust each day.- Shaking our

clotims thro the Transom didnot satisfy Professor 1illey.~-1% became 2 Staple

ntle-
with Grant and Me}Did you forget to dust my room this Morning,Young Ge

; : atical
men" ?2-0f course we assured him we were trying our best,but the Mathem
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Department was recalitrant and Tifficult to manage.-Prof.Lilley was our

Problem,he aeeﬁed to really think hls room should be kept clean.
At the College at thét time were Two or'Three Lady Teachers and Leaders
whom we all loved,for Instancé Carrle Daniels.Mlss. Dgniels was in charge__' (
of the ﬁRGLISH DPRTMNT,She was a good thorouEh teacher,but that was not whf.
ve all loved her.She fook such a fine sincere interest In us &ll.,Eapecially

religiouslyx-She had a great influence over the Boys.~I am sure that Carrlie

anlels had more to do with Will's 8 and nyg Conversion than _any other immed-

iate PersonJ-Fellows agid "Miss Danilels makes me want to be a Christian”

I heard no one resenting her kindly,Tactfull approaches.-She was a Member
of the Presbyterilan church but she would go into other churches when the
Revivals were on and work with the Students-ﬂo doubt but that scores were
led to Ghrist by that beautifnl Christian Cultured qulte Young Woman.-

Cne otngr Popular Lady of the College of that time was Miss.Nelllie B.
Polaom,the-Preceptress.-MQEE:EEEESE-came to the College from New England
at about tﬁe time Will and I did.-She possesse#bne of the most attractive
Personalities I have ever known.-Just after P ; Grover Cleveland had

,E2gzlﬁd_ihe_nxhar_xgﬁigg_fide Popular Miss.Folsom,a Cousin of our Nellle

E.s8he came.But we did not need Mrs.Cleveland to attach our Miss.Kelllie to

us.The-Bayg ¢alled her "Peachie'out of respect for her,-
— e

She was Preceptres not one girl could leave the Institution without Miss.
Folsom' 8 '

's cbnsent.-Every Fellow wishing to take a glrl out must get her
consent,~-She dld that so beautlifully that we all loved her.- )

It was neayly a Mile down to Maln-Street ffom the Dormitory,long walk for
the girls at best.-One Third of that dlstance was out on the unbroken
Pralirle with no protection,upon an old;wooden Side-Walk a foot off the groud

Miss.Folsom tried to protect the girls in Inclement weather.-

One Saturday 1n approaching Fall,it was cold,Snow in the air,Cold wind had
blown all day,All during the Afternoon the Preceptress had been refusing the
girls permission to go to townw.-Toward night the wind ceased mostly,the
clouds were chasing each other off the Sky.-There was something Will and I
wished to take our Girls to.We called at Miss.Folsoms room and asked if Miss

Frmtma _and Miaa. Danchiv micht an_out for the Eve.After sghe had asked a few
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Questions She sald"We think It not fit for the Young Ladlss to be out.l have.
beén refusing the Young People all the ArternoonL-Where—Up-On Will the -
Plausable said "Why.Miss.Folsom 1t has cleared away,the wind has gone doﬁn A

e and 1t is really nice out"»“Oh Well, of course 1f that 1s true,if it has
Gleared off,and the wind gone down I would not object to the Young Ladies
going with you".-We got our Girls,took them to town spent the Evening,Final}
brought them home,and as Will and I were approaching our room we heard a
storm raging.Our room was packed wilth acrowd of Angry Boys.-When ws enterad
that Angry Mob became Vehement.*Such Favoritism they would not tolerate,
They would show that Peachie that she could not deny them and permit the
Dibbles.&c They all ascolded at once.They would sbow them.-Any-way we had
decelved “Peachie".-As a mattar of fact Will and I didnot intend to deceive,
the howling Wind had subslided,the sky was clearing,but it was growing in-
tensely cold.Too cold for Girls to make that trip,but those Girls made the
Journey to town and back.- Sunday Eve when Wi1ll ana I went to Peachie 8 room
to secure the Girls for church,we were afrald she might reprove us for Yes.

.:erday's experience,but she dld-not.She was Just her fine éweet,Smilie,
Peachie Self and said“Certainly".As I iook back upon those days I am-sure

' Miss. Folsom tried had to do her Duty as Praceptress and grant the Young Pec-

ple all the Favors reasonable and possible,-

=w:WILL and IYIELD TO THE SUPREME CALL i

T D T S T T S N N W D U e A ki e s e e i e

Helther W1lll nor'I were Professed Christiansnor Members of the Church when

wWe entered D.A.C.~-We were both Religiously incllined.I felt a very definite
call to the Ministry;but had resisted all my Mature Years.-I had started in
the Christian Life several times,but each time refused to do what I knew God
wanted me to dow.-Through my refusal to accede to My Heavenly Father's Will,
I would speedily lapae back.~I had come to- know that the time had come,when
my Call to the Christian Life,involved a Call to the Minisiry,and my accep-
ance of the Christian Life was really the Acceptance of the call to Preach.
Some-way I seemed destined for the Ministry.My Friends,begimning with GrandR
Pa expected me to enter the Ministry.- Conditions seemed working favorably B

for me.}It was in the Winter of 1886-7-that Dr.J.G.HALL Pastor of the Metho-
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dist Eplscopal church in Brooklngs,the church that Will and I attended regu-
larly,planned a Series of Evéhgetiatié Meetings for Two Weeks in Pebruary,
Under the Leadership of va.W.H.Seileck,the.Efight Young Pastor of the
Method1st church in Watertown Dakota Territory.-Upén Dr.Hall's First Annouﬁa;A‘
ment of thls Campaign,I felt this was intended for me,that tﬁese méetings
would seal my destiny.-I must say "YES" not simply to being saved and be-
coming a ChristiaEJbut the devotion of the rest of my life to the Ministry.-
Dr.Selleck came and'proved to be the right Man.A flne coﬁvincing Preacher.
We all loved him.The church was filled at éach service.There were some fine
Christiaﬁ workers in the church at that time.-The7BﬁOOK'S-LOCKWOODS-PROF.and ‘
MRS .LILLEY-PETER AKD MRS.ERIE,PROF.KERR-And many other Members of that churh
And one we must not miss,who was not a Methodist,but a Preébyterian,But wﬁo
attended all the services,worked with the Students during the day.One who im=
fluencedlmany,Carrie Danlels,an honorable and efflclent member of the Col-

lege Facul tyyliiewos The Alter of the church was filled in every servics by

Seekers and workers.-will and I “Weng_ggzgard one Tuesday Eve,and were

Converted.Settled Two things defiqitely,oub Christian 1life and the Ministry.

The day following my conversion I went to the Parsonage and had an inter-
view with the the Pastor,Bro.Hall.-He told me "I expected you Bro.Dibble".

The next Sunda& P.M.We attended the Young Peoples service that had in it
the Spiritual Glow and Force.-It was reported that_cne Hundred_Young People
had given themselves to the service of Christ in the meetings.é_

At the close of the Service that Sunday After-noon,The Young Lady leader
s8aid"We will be Dismissed with the Benedictlon by the\Efx;{;@;QiEEl?? I was
not a Rev,at that time,and I had no Benedictlion,but while we were rising
to our feet I improvised a voluntary Form of Benedictlion that I have used

Lfogtly Thro-out my Regular Ministry.

ﬁr.Selleck became prominent in the work of the church.Some Years later
after Alfka came into the Lime-Light,he became the Superintegdant of our
J&fMethodist work there.- After the Meetings I stralghtway united with the
Methodist church in Brookings. But,Will,However ,Was"Golng with" Elsie Cur-

tls who was an arcent member of the Baptist church,and out of respect for Wi
. . har and hacsuse of _har inflpence.Will united with the Baptilst churche
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However ,Will's entire Ministry was in the Congregational Church.-

~-=:GRANT and BIRNEY CREATE A BED-(S)%*Lam:ew==-- -

A S T d T iy o D A . W A P D A U b I e g S e Y W S A S D il A e

Grant=1 Aimed to obey to the letter,orders of those in Authority.-However
ge gouné that some-times llteral Obedience caused trouble.-Here's a ¢ase in

and .= :

In the Year I886.I beleive 1t was,the,fine large new NORTH Building was
erected upon the Campus,Comprising the Three Major bulldings thai stood for
geveral years.-The South Hall-the Girls Dormitory-and general Kichen and -
DininB~Hall,and the Domestic-Economy work was done there-Then the "OLD-

- CENINAL-Bullding,Recitation Rooms,Boy's Dormitory &c. - - - - - R

In the new bullding were Three capacious Stories.-Begimming at the Pirst,
and lowest,Flne Domestic ~Economy Aprtments were provided.A kitchen -waa
furnlished,and also a Dining Room,-And other Apartments.-

The entire Second Store was set-aside for large - -Public Auditorium and
Speaker's Plat-Form.--The Upper,and Third Storied was dedicated as a Girl's
Dormitory.- I have forgotten how many Sleeping rdoms there were,but it was
large and Capaclous,and added greatly to the working efficlency of the
Ingtitution,~ The new bullding was completed in tlme to be cleaned,furnished
and ready for occupancy with the beginning of the new College year,-

Grant Houston and I,ever alert to make a Dollar red the Co
ngé&“*InﬁIﬁﬁﬁa ¥ NE,pLacing the shings and fitiing it for occu~
pancy.~

In the contract was the Ladle's DormIiory.-

P1led up in the bagements of the o0ld buildings had been dumped in a bat-
tered,broken,Furniture Junk from the 0ld Dormitory.-After looking the old
plile over,Grant and I put up to those in authority,a heated protest agalnst

the -use-of the 0ld Furnishings in the new Bullding.-We tried to convince -
hem that much of it was unfit to uese.-They became impatlent with us and<§§i;h
us to enderstand ,that the decrepld condition of the Furniture was not
wyaffairs,the BOSS man finally said "YOU DO THE BEST YOU CA¥ WITH IT,AND L
==LET IT GO"=- .
That became our CUE,do the best we could with it.-
That pile contained the cheapest,-limslest lot of Turniture I had ever seen.

I am sure nothing so poor,and cheap would pe made and sold today.-

About One-Third of it was wholly unflt to use,especiallg the beds.-

But we hopped to it and "DID THE BEST WE COULD WITF IT'. We bolstered,and
tied up beds that we knew could not stand actual use.- -
We have been wrongfully accused.We were halled before Miss.Mason,The Matron,
and some other Leacers and formally aggggg_JgLj3z;Qg_Eggaggggﬂgg,ihﬁx_ugglﬂ
Collapse,-That was positivly untrue,we did not fix one bed to crash,That was
not our crime.~We were only gullty of é%ting up o0ld beds that we knew would

not stand.-We did literaly as we were ordered to do-CUR BEST WITH EVERY
PEICE.-Miss.Mason insiffted 1t was a crime for us to leave a bed that we
knew would #¥gAd not stind Human weight,and subjecting the poor,tired,girls
to a night of Nervious Strain,Fright and Panic.

ONE THIRD OF ALL THE BEDS IN THE DRORMITORY COLLAPSED THAT FATED NIGHT.

s a CriD at the bor ST CHDLE .~ 10g GLlrd panic.

Grant and I heard our names taken in vain over and over,-Those Glrls were
swearing vengesfge upon the “Hired mer/ who had played that dirty trick.

TheYwere bent:dpon driving us from the Institution.- .

In the quiet of our room Srant and I agreed that our "Googse WAS COOKED"=-

" We felt doomed to Everlasting hatred and contempt.TOO-BAD-

The worst feature of all was the seriocus fact that "OUR BEST CIRLS had

gone down in the terrible crash.-They-would probs ly never go with us again.
On the next Sunday P.M.with My Heart’: I wen

to ¥o.I3,and Gingerly asked
my Young-Lady to go to church with me,She voluntarlly shivefd,rubbed her
shin and said,"I DONOT K¥OW THAT I CAN WALK TO THE CHURCH.I HAVE BEEN
CRIPPLED EVER SINCE THE CRASHY-"But she declded that after the hard things
she had sald,she should go to crhurch.-Which she did and with me.



s w4 e s e i w e ———— = e e e e —_ . et e . [

_____ B =
Grant-1 scarcely never knew just what was done to rectlify the terrible

ca;astrophe that we were accused of producing.-Our Pollcy was kesp still
abouénlet i1t blow over,Quiet down,Die Out.=-Some of the Baser-sort of Young
Fellows thronged our room,and seemed really envious of us,that they could |
not have an opportunity to exploit their sklll,and were vocifserious in )
stating what they would have done with a similar chance.-They would like to
"SET OLD PREXIE'S BED UP FOR HIM SOME NIGHT"-We observed that nearly all

the Profs.Grinned when we met them,and One or Two of the more Sporty FPel-

_Eggg_gggg_gzigped and Winked.-Of course the GIRLS were quite Cool and re-

serveé toward us for afew days.-Some of the Girls sald"I could ﬁot aléeb,
everytime I dozed off there came that Awful crash,followed by the poor
_victims Scféaming in the Hall.-Some of them insf@ped‘they had not got into
bed yetrjust as they héd'turned the sheets down and were e¢limbing in,the
0ld thing collapsed-ﬁith & terriflc erash.Some were caught in and mixed ﬁp
with the wreckage..That was before the Day of the Automobile and the Air-

plane,and somerthe more recent Crashes had not occured yet,But the D.A.C.

People iiithat always insisted that ,that reatest crash recorded
up to DMpEctome.-If all the dire Calamitles had fallen upon us,that were

hoped for £@r us,nelther of Us would have celebrated his 8oth.Birth-Day
as each of us have,and more,and ever once in awhile get to gether and have

a good iaugh over thaﬁ.direfull Experience,=-
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I must take you back to the beglnning of my College Experience,in fact
to my vefy Flrst entrance to the Class room.-At that time each Student was
assigne& a permanent seatsProf.Updyke who did the seating tried as far as
possihle to have the Alphabetical eliment prevail,so that alphabetically
the members of the class_ﬁould be grouped.-
Each Morning thé Class Roll was calgded,in a serious and impressive manner.:
This was before the time of "HERE-HEZE" ,0ur response to our name was_"PRESENY®

The cuatom was to call the Sir-name First,then initials,for lnstance,

“DIBBLE J.B." "DIBBLE-W.L."-"HQUSTON-GRANT"-&c,.-The seats were in rows,
having narrow Alslesg, Just room for one to P&aSS between the rows.-

N



One strange thing about 1life is People meet thelr destiny but donot know
it-But,Sometimes‘Bne does Xnow.- A ailent,innatg volece speaks to the irmer
Consciousneés,wafning 01 the fact.-Since that my First day at D.A.C.I héve
nad some very Positive convictions edﬂ;erning the fact of the Spirit and“
Invisible Sphere-lp 113’%.-Saverﬁlltimes in my life ,infisible,mystg;;ggg_

et

facts have been‘innately revealed to me.-And thg—greatést of these at this

e — -

time,The very Moment of which I am speaking.-l was not searching'for‘a girl,

for a mate.¥ever had thought of such a thing.Had not been ready fo} a mate.

One Gir;_had muﬁnt'jusi as much to me as ;hother.-l had never‘experienced a
thrill beeéuse.of Femlnline gppeal or association.-l’was not at the college
for a girl.-That would havé—beeﬁ.my remotest thouéhi as I.Qent to school
that Fateffull Morning.--The seat assigned me was directly across the Alsle

L
_from a. strange girl whom I saw for the Pirst time.-"THE GIRL ACROSS THE AISE

Right there my heart spoke to me.Sald some things 1t had never sald before.

-

Some way I felt as if I had found something of great value.As 1f I had

'l'}nadvertently met a great discovery.-Those mysterious impressions were not

caused by any advance look or act upon the part of"The Girl Across the Alisd
Trom her appearance I might not have been there.She did not see me.The only

sign she gave that she was conscious of my presence was to turn from me ss80
her back was partf} toward and between me and her face.Ultga Modsst and
reserved.-Days before I received the slightest act of recognition on her Tk

part.I did-not gaze at her unduly.But as she continued that attitudd and o

posture of Sem:Partial concealmeﬁt of her face,and the act of positivliy

ignoring me,I studied her ail withirglthe bounds of a propger interest.

I &oubt if she knew that I studied her,or pald any attentlon to her.Hatural}

we passed in and out together seelng each other .Sat and recited in the

same classes.But no recognition.-I was greatly impressed with the "GIRL

ACROSS THE AISLE"the First day.She was my type,A positive Brupettg,a Ro-

bust-Plump Figure,Until later my Pet name for her was "Chubbie" .She had

the marks of a strong,positive Personallity.She was not of the Dainty,

Infant,Violet type of beauty,but sirong and vigorous LAll of that and more

had possessed my serious thought.-I was interested in"The Girl Across the
Aigle"- And yet I didnot kmow her name.Il must find out who she 1s.




I was aghamed to manifest any interest .In fact there was ne one for me
to ask.I tnink Will was the only one 1n the Institution whom I knew and he

would not know,Anyway this was my Secretx,my Personal affair.-

-

I conceived this plan,I would wait until Roal-call Tomorrow Morning then I
will listen to the name ,ahd to the response of "THE éI'L ACROSS THE AISLE"

Which all,ultimately worked out fine.-I had not yet learnea the Alphabetibi
cal Grouping.-I must be alert or I shall mlss the name and response.¥o one
elseiggw that I was upon this scheme.-I listened to Prof.Updyke,and watched
"THE GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE“.Dohn the List came the good,old Prof.with his

deep;Sonorious Voice~The "ABs-the "B'"s-the "C"s- Still no response from the
Girl Across the Alsle,Pinally the "D"g-"Dibble,J.B.-Dibble~W.L-&c.

DOUGHIY-HETTIE-A modest regggge-“PRESENT“--So she is a Doughty,probably one

N
of the Doughtys of White.-Father knew some of them.-There are several Fami-
llea oI tnem.Father had preached in their Community several times.There were
many Doughtys.He had met several,had been entertained Two or Three times in

the good,Methodist home or Daniel Doughity.-dnd so this Girl"Across the Alsli#

AW
Eig_gg&ggg‘ggggpty.which all proved to be true.-Later Hettle told me that &
< :
she had caught our names asfhad hers,at Roll-Call,.-"DIBBLE,DIBBLE,She

———

wondered if we might be Sons of Rev.Dibble,whom she had heard preach,and

who had stayed at Uncle Dans.-?- So witnout having met each-other,ws had

been introduced by Prof.Stepuen E.Updyke-
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About Iwo Weeks after the openlng of the new College Year,Plans were mak-
ing for -a great Get together,of all the College People ,Paculty and Stu-~
dents.-Thls should be the largest Affair,ever.-It worked imself into an

effort to make it Universal,"The last Teacher,and last Student must come”

Fine Program,of Choice Music,Eloquent and Informing Speechlfying,A real

D.A.C.Dinner,to be served at tables.- Then this Challenge,"EVE*Y-RODY SHALL
MATE UP,A¥D COME IR PAIRS.-IF YOU FELLOWS WISH TO BECCME ACQUAINTED,GET A o7
————— e, . S

GIRL,AND BRING HER TO THE GET-TO-CGEATHER"--That challenge caused a great

Stir,and hasty response.How quickly the Fellows began moving about on the

Campus,with "Blood-In~Their EYE,All headed for the Woman's Dorm.-

e n PR . v e P e e -—



The Students were largely Secretlve copcerniﬁg thelr Personal plans.=-Every
body,nearly ,had a plan and was worklng 1t.-
Of course the older Students,those who were -here ths Year before,would he

os8tly already Mated up,but the new Comers must make advancements among

Comparative Strangers.-May I say another strange thing,From the Moment that -

‘gpe Mating began,there_gﬁs_gg doubt in my wmind as toc whom 1t would be with -

me,0f course "THE GIRLY ACROSS THE AISLE.-And directly to her room I made
my way.I was not afraid she might be taken by some one else,She was Mine.-
Miss.Hettie .Doughty and % had never spoken to each other,Not a Nod of
Recognition,but she 15‘562;3 to the Function with me.-I met her in the
Dorm Hall.-I spoke to her.Asked her to excuse my approach to her.- You are

Miss.Doughty""And You.are Mr.J.B.Dibble"- Would she Accompany me to the

"Gat-to-Gether"?2-After one short Moment of consideration ,wlith one of the

Sweet Smiles,jBat characterized her,She would he happy to.-Later she con-

fessed that she had expected M"THE FELLOW ACROSS THE AISLE" to comg.-Just

a Moment,but we were acquainted.- I know there were several beautiful
.la.tches made “at that Soclal Ga.t.hering)- for .life.Several Future homes were
born that Pated Occasion.-Hettle has.tcld me that she never during her |
gggi)Life &t the D.A.C.encouraged any other Malse Company but mine,And many
times after I had left the Ingitution,at considerable PFPersonal expense I
went to the College attended some Funection,that Hettie,My Girl Across the
Alsle,might have an Escort.-Fellows tried to break the lock to her Personal
Seclusion,but never succeeded.One Fellow declared he would,"That Dibble

——————

Fellow had no business to- Lock up. one of our Class girls and go off and

leave her,He would show hlm, ggggThe lock of Seclusion held.She Continued
s o S —

o —————

to be my "SWEET GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE-Until one sad day in the faﬂé}s-pant
Day God came and took her from me,But She is still my GIRL ACRCSS THE

n
é}g&g_petweg Time and Eternitys-The Sunday Followlng our Formal Acgquaintance

we attended the Methodist church for the Evening.-I serlously doubt 1f there

wag a Sunday Eve during my Stay in the D.A.C.when we were both there,that
HThe Girl Across the Alsle" and I didnot attend the Sunday Eve Service to-
gether == I had not Committed myself to the Christian Life,nor the Minls-
try.-From now forward the D.A.C.Alr was alive with interest in the coming
Soclal Funetion.-It was in every-Ones thought,and upon every tongue upon the
Campus,.-I donot ¥now what the Girls talked about those days,but among the
Faellows the Current Question was "Who are You Golng to take" 7-




In a group one Fellow asked méxLWﬁa‘arp You goling to take?DIBBLE,J.B.?
Who,Me?Why,I'm going to take "THE GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE",That caused some .
' t.
merriment.The Boys though% Funnie-I heard the expression several times later

Well,As all great occasions do,The long-looked and planned for “Get-to= (

gether', came to a reaii%}ion.?robably the accepted Goal "Every Member of the
Faculty,and every Student Presentimay not have been quite reaslized,That
would =t scarcely be expected,-But it came near to fulfillment.l am sure it
was a-iénely.EVening for anyone upon the Campus not there.-

The entire Student Body was practically Mated for the Occasion.As I have
already sald "There were several real Matches that had their beginning upon

that Msmorablé Occaslon.-Again,To Hettle and me there bhegan that night an

.intimate Fellowshlip that continued for full Forty .-Years.-

In ¥February of that Winter occured in the Methodist Church of that City .
the graclous Revival - led by Dr.Selleck of Watertown,that resulted 1n the
beautiful eonversion of One-Hundred Young-People,nearly all Students from

the College.-From that class of Christlan Converts came not only several

N

Ministers,but Young People who.returned to the Home churches thro=-out the 4
State,united with them and worked in them.-Christian homes were later
established from that meeting.-Within Three days after my.converslion I had
committed wy gelf to the Ministry.-Some way it quickly got out lnte the

S(:-'Institution.I recelved much encouragement there and alsc in the church,with
which I unlted the next Sunday.-About Two Weeks after my conversion ,Good,Rg

Dr.A.D.Traveller,Presiding Elder of the Watertown Dig.was to be in the

Brookingse church for the Sunday Eve.Service.Thro Dr.Hall the Pastor,

Dr.Traveller had sent word that he would receive me in that Sunday Eve.

Service.-In that service the church was packed ,mostly by Young FPeople who

came to see them make a preacher out of Birney Dibble.-The Good,Presiding-
_ sl snliboss ndudg

Elder had arrangea a very beautiful and Appropriate Ceremony wnlch he ad-

ministered.~I1 went home that Sunday night,a Minister,For sure,not very

5

much of a Minister,but the First step had been taken,and I may truthfully ~

—— —

. 8ay,there was stopwith me until after Forty-3ix Yearqlgigg%jsick:and old
-'-—_!‘ s

I was compelled to quit.-Cf course my relations with the "Girl Across the
Aisle" Were 8till Ferroetly Casual.She was just a I9 Year old Farm Girl,

e
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But aiways ardently and intelligently Christiasn.-sne had been greatly inter-

ested in my conversion.Had used her active influence to that end.She was

meodestly interested in my Ministarial'plansgaane fleased with them.Said shqw;
__#gs gure I wou;d make a good Qreachgr.-But,Ou;\Relations were such that'shé_?
waz compelled to practice a modest reserve,but every Sunday Eve we atpendedl
the WMw.Services in the church together.-We were both actlve in the Young
. People's Soclety at the College.-She was still my "GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE".
I m;ééed her greatly 1f she was not there,but sgg-always Was .~
I remember those days Vividly.I was thinking deeply upon & matter Private
myselfs~Where would this Blissful Fellowshlip end?- What should I do?-Even
though I might,I was not ready to.marry.-Should I try to draw her into a re-
lationship I was not ready for?-I have prayed over nothing else more in my
1ife than I did at that time over that very thing.-The thought came to me
"Settle this matter.Later you Two can arrange 1t together.2I think about the
next day as I was passing thro the hall of the Ladie's Dorm,Hett;e was
standing alone leaning from an open Window.She didnot know I was near,When
.EI saw her alone The same feeling I had on that First Mornlng came over me,l
wénifté.hér.ﬁentalked cassually for a few Minutes.Then I declared my love -
for her.Ré&iewed my feelings toward her ever since I had known her.-And

finally Inésked her pointedly if she would consider Marrylng me.She was
: .Protested, just mildly.-But finally said she would if I sk
serious abous 1b.PT & ] onm thg College.l remember she

would walit Three Years for her to graduate fr

said"¥f I am to be g Minister's Wife I should complete my College Course'.
e S
T assured her I would wait for her.I know that during those Years of waltling

that I never trled once to prevall upon her .to quit and hasten our date.
I needed that time to get ready for her.l had ,had no experlence in the Min-

1stry.Now,With that important matter declded I could go ahead and make def-

finite pland which I did.-Of course 1t was too bad for me to guit Coliege

but I ecculd se°no_other way .- Dr.Traveller had assured me that 1f I wished

and %?uld come to the Conferaence to bhe held in Yankton the next Fall he
q@

wouldpglad to help.me into the Conference and help me to anAppointment.

Plan unfolded to me.-Upon uniting with the Conference I must Pass an
examination upon the Common Brances,and Two or Three d%ﬁgr Branches rela-

ting to Theoclogy.-I would try to secure a Summer Schoolyhen I could do
. . : ' |

§ e
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ﬁhatipreliminary work for my Conference Admission.-Within a few days my

Applicatlon had been made and accepted by the Board of the Home school for

me to teach a Twg and One Half Months Summer School.-I must go before the

County Supt.of Schools in Flandreau-Dakota Ter.Moody County,all which I did.

Passed,and received my Contract to teach the Summer Term.

I will cut this short.-The school went fine.-The Patrons and Officials made
no eriticlsm of my work to me,and I know I could have had the Fall and Win-
ter term i1f I had wanted it.-During the Summer I lived at home.-I dug hard
all Summer upon Pre=Conference Studles.However "that work at that time came
easily to me.-After my school closed I worked for my Father thro Harvest.

Then threshed until the day I went to Con.-At the D.A.C. I had an intimate
friend J,D.Alllgon,about to Join the Conference also.iggzgﬁgve his rig to
our ?lace,drive to my Sister's home ,Mrs .Andrew Whealy,who lived Six Miles
South of our home,and Six Miles North of Colman where we would take the trékx
for Yankton,the Seat of the Conference.Which all we dld reaching that city
late 1n the Eve,and went to the Portland hotel for the night.- We had left u

i
Qupr - ot my Sisters,Andrew Whealy's and walked to Colman.-

i — .
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THE WAY INTO MEMBERSHIF INTO A MIHISTER;A%&NNUAL CONFEREMCE.- ~

After the Preliminary Pre-Conference Examinaticn of the Common Branches,and
a few Preliminary Branches of Common Théology,the Course 1is abranged into
Four Annual Groups.-This practically 1deﬂﬂéﬂ Course may elther be taken in
one of our Theological Seminaries,of course Ehe better way,and the only way
allowazble now in most Conferences,~0r the Course may be pursued in Ones Home
and Examinations made each year for Paur continious Years by a legally ~
Elected "Board of Examiners®-I was a Member of that Board for many Yearq.-&i
One of the First Offlcial Acts of the Convenlng Conference is the Examina-
tlons of the Undergraduates ,in order of their Relation to the Course.
In the "Dakota Con." in my early Ministry pratically no Young Men went to «

the Semipariea for their "Course”,but took them in the Con.-

I sald the Course is Identical,I have good reason for knowing that,but had

not investlgated or considered its- In the beginning of my Membership in the



ce [4-=
Dakota Conferen to remain in the Conference for my Four Years Course.

Get 1t off hands.l would be Married then,and my Wife may go with me,Then we

P
Tiea

can go to Garrett-or Drew-or Boston-or Denver:=-

I did hard work on my Gon.course seach Year passing with satisfaction the in ._

Prescribed work.~Upon my graduation from the Gon.course,while tt 18 still
fresh in my mind Hettlie and I went to Chicago, and I,ﬁniarﬂd_ﬁ&:nﬁiisBibli—
cal Institute ,one of our Church 1eading Seminaries.-But I soon found that
Garrett would be an Identical Review of the work~I had Faithfully ‘Pursued in
my Gon.Course.I mus purchase the same bigpks I had sold or glven away,and
Pursue the same Subjects I had been digging thro for Four Yaars.

¥ow,Of course the Associations the Contacts,the Reviews would probably not
have hurt me,and best and about all the Prestige gained in having actually
passed thro the Seminary would all have had some profit,but at that time 1 CQ‘—\O
not feel like taking time to go over that was as famillar to me as to any
Instructor in Garretit,tc my Youthfull thinking too much to do at home,sc we
made the Mistake of gquitting.In early Spring went away out to the Ploneer i

town oé Bngigzénd during that Summer built and Deddcated a new church that

has been in constant use ever since that year of I893-That beautiful little

Temple would probably have gotten built if I had remained in Garrett and

Way
played my over that already threshed out straw.- From the Stand-Point of

engergy ,Means and time involved I still think the Prestlge,quite Expensive,éﬂij

probably worth 1t.-

DEACONS and ELDERS.-
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Full Membership in an Anmual Conference involves Two distinct Ordinations

and Offlices-DEACON-ELDER:-Each Applicant unites with the Con.by vete of the

Con.upon TRIAL or Probation.-In that capaclty serves Two,years wlith Reelect-

lon each Year.-During this period he is deprived some Ministeral Activitles
Cannot Baptize,nor Marry,Unless granted speclal Privilege.

«t the end of hils Two Year Probation ir nr&LStudies are Passed,and he isg

accepted by Vote of the Con.he may be received "Upon Full Connection" and be

ordalned a Deacdn When the entire Privileges of the Con.are granted him.
He could not hold the higher Pogsitions of the Ministry He must still .




Serve Two Years,receiving a Scholastic Test each year,when at the end of

1

the Second year as a Deacon,the Con. may elect him to "Elder's Orders" and

Ei&ain him an Elder vhich graduates him from the Con,Course.=- : --,
He is now Eligible to any Posltion 1n the Ghurch There 1s no Positlon 1in our {
church he may not Aspire to.-In that particular a Bishop is no more than the
Humblest Paétor in the church.-Place,or Ministerial Position 1is determined

by Appointment and the Election by the Gen.Con.~Any Member may be thus Ap~
polnted by the Bishop or elected by vote of the Gen.Con.-

A Bishop is Just an Elder who has been elected Bishop.-Thils 1s true in re-

lation te all Offices of our Ministry.-
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It 1s not required,but most usually the Candidate has had some Ministerial
experience before entering a Con.as a Member.I had had none.-Ead preached Id .
but once,and that on a Sunday Eve in the Brookings church upon invitation of
Dr.Hall the Pastor.-In the Methodist Church in Brooklngs at that time was a
Fine Group of Llfe-long Methodists.~They were real "Sermon-Tasters",They not
dnly knew the Virtues or good preaching,but they knew, the defects as well.-

I at onece found myself under the efficlent instruction of those good Peo-
ple.They made me in the next Six Months.-Every detall remarked upon.Fosture-
Attitude-Volce-Clear down to the Unfolding of my Handkerchief .Nothing es-
caped.In one service I sat directly back af Mrs .,Wm.Brokkes,One of the finest
Christian Women I have ever known,as kind as a Mother,On tnis occcasion I sat
with Bowed hea d while the Pastor prayed.Whereupon Slster Brookes leaned

back and whispered in my ear "Methodigt Preachers Kneel in Prayer,Bro,Dibblé

-
I wonder how that good,Sainly Woman would enjoy these days,when practical¥
no Minigster kneels for prayer.-I have this to say forh?redit,l never once

resented this Stralght-Lacing.l knew those Folks were my best Frlends,Il
vielded and permltted them to mold me.-For Years they called me thelr Prea-
cher,Though I was never their Pastor.-

Well,Well,I had preached but once when I united with the Con.but for some
time had been under the drastic and efflcient Moulding of those good old

Saints.-I Belleve they did me more practical good than a Seminary Course
S E AR wntﬂd 'h,qvn dn'ne- )



________ 65:--
~w :MY PRACTICAL MINISTRY BEGINS#----

‘ “I LOVE THY CHURCH,O GOD, . v ar

- ‘ ' The HOUSE OF THINE ABODE, ‘

- . THE CHURCH OUR GREAT REDEEMER BOUGHT,
WITH HIs OwX PRECIOUS BLCOD",

I'Personélly kno;”;g;;-5;;_;;;-;;;ii;—ig;;-ia-ags_iiace,and at the saﬁe

time,maintain existence and serve in another.
It was hard for me to leave the good 014 D.A.C.,and above all My Sweet 1ite
tle "GIML ACROSS THE AISLE".-I lert for other Places of Activity but my hﬁiﬁ
heart did not leave that sacred spot.=We said YGOOD-BYE",but she-went with
me.-Héﬁtie,duringA'those Days of éeperaticn;was deeply interested 1n my Actfvf
lties,and I keptiher constantly intrormed of my plans and work.There was a
large sense 1ﬂ wﬁich we worked together during that period.-She knew alLs
about my 1imitatidn§,did not criticlse tnem,buf sought to help me eliminate
them-In seasona of discduragement which came,no oﬁher helped me 'so much as
Coubbley My Sweet~Heart "Across the Aisle"-. i
“. As you remember I am at Yankton in attencancé upon my ¥First Sesslon of the

Daktoa Con.-l iater atiendea about 45 Sessions of tkis Con.-May I say here

I passed,easlly,tne Scnolastic requirements,the investigation of the Con.

Rermvions Com.-and was accepted into the Membersuip of the Con.and made

eilgible for an Appointment by the Bishop and Cabinet.-

This Session of Con.proved Stormy.-During the previous Winter the Sole Edu-

cational Institution,The Mitchell University,had buygfg_go the ground,leaviy

ing simply a big hole in the ground filled with ashes.-The Con.must do
something,But What?-To thip eaeses there was not lmmediate answer.-Different
views were vehemently expressed, -All night the Con.Glants wrestled wlth Xk
that question.-Some advocatled lielng down on the proposition and quiting.
Somé insisted the Institution should be rebullt on 1ts former site.-
Then with different Men greed entered in,and these Men sought to-prevail_
apon the Con.to rebulld,but in their town.I am sure that question created ik
the mest heated debate I ever heard in an Con.Sesslon.But,Finally Common-
Sense prevalled,the Con.decided to rebuild the "U" in Mitchell,which was

eventually done,and 1t has continued thro-out the Years as one of the



o Bl
Accredited Institutions of Higher Learning in our Stats.-

Monday Morning when the good Blshop fmnounced the Appointments for the year,
he read "MIDWAY-J.E. DIBBLE",I was confused.l had pictured a real church,

T lmew One Midway,but surely 1t iz not that WhY,t‘nere is no church in Mid-
way,not a Dozzen Professed Protestant Christians in the entire Township.

I went to my good friend br.A.D.Traveller,Presiding-Elder,who had been
‘instpumental in getting my appolntmant.- I asked him where Midway was,he:
answered it 1s up there betWeen Brookings and Flandreau You go there and put
that over or off comes your head next Gon Timew."I was disheartenedd My impik
pylse was to throw up my hands,Qu;t,not go.-I was deeply hurt and dlsap-
pointed,more than that Chagrined.What a way to treat one trylng to-get a
Start.Is that the best the Con.can do for me?-I assured Hettle I would
come at once and report to her.How can I face her with this.The First nightj
home from Con.my good,o&é_?ioneerAFather told me a2 lot I.needed to know,

and he was right.-"xgu know this 1s a new country.Meally just asetilad.
Things are not established yet.This entire Community is made up of fine in-

telligent People.Tpey have lived here,some of them Ten years,they have been

neglgcted by the church,now as ths church proposes to help them and has

——

chosen you,a strong young-man to do it,and you back-down and quit."The old

man said all that,and more.~While he talked a few rays of light broke in.-
What about Hettie,She would not want to be tied up wlth such aﬁ?rojectw
She will probably give me my walking Papers if that is ghe best I can do.
How I missqdju@ged the fine loyalty of the Glrl Acroas the Aisle.

Any-way I would go and have 1t out,if sh; @iﬁzifto quit me,All-right.

I went to Brookings and to room “I3" of the Dorﬁ.-After I had made it as bad

as I could ,I say she was greatly pleaged.-She thought it so fine that I

would not need go away off.Then the nced was so great.Those poor,neglected

People may have a Minister.-How,I wi;h I was able to go with you and hslp
you.=You say,She said there are no Christians,then i1s that nct the Place
for a bright Young Minigter?“ When you read this today belleve mé when I
tell ydu I think I would have quit had it not been for the Christian

Sense of that bright School Girl-wWhile she urged ,the burden rolled from

——r———r. o
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heart**® I have never doubted from that Golden Day in my life,that if I had

ylelded to my Cowardly impulse and quit,Hettie Doughty would never have be;ng;”

 come my Wife.-That would not be alone a surrender of my Appointment,but the

v

surrender of My Ministry.-One thing she sald that day that made a deep'iﬁ:'"

presslon upon me was"If Quit this,If you donct go where you are seﬁt What

o : .
will WE do".-Sometimes I tremble when,%hink of those days,and what I might

have caused to happen.-My wise Parents,with my loya1.Sponsor,Hettie s8aved

me for earnesti work for life-.- )
That beautiful Autumn Evening as I rode old Blind "Dick",to my Father's

home,; was the happiest I had ever been.-On my trip home there unfolded to
me plans that made possible my work thro that year of I888 and I889.-I had

_ t
one year in the Ministiry before the sate of South Dakota was organised
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Good home to walk into,Sunday Mgming a Church ready,and expectant Congre-
gatlon,Cholre with muslc prepared,Men ready to take the Offering,Every-thing
‘!%ady,but I had nothing,Must make my Charge.- I will brlefly state the sit-
uvation.--intering the State of South-Dakota from Tracy Minn.is a Line of the
Chicgo-Northwestern R.R.extending West thro Brookings-Huron-crossing ﬁhe
Mo:}iver at Plerre,extending W,to Rapid Clty -Black-Hllls.-
Twenty Flve Miles South of Tracy is Pipestone Iowa,wlth a line of the
CMe=StePe~R.X.-entering the state of South Dakota at Pipestcne and extendig
West thro Flandreau,«Egan,-Colman,- Wefworth-Madiaon-Mitchell— on West cros~-
sing the big river at Chamberlain,exteriding West across the great Plains to
Rapid-Clty-the Black~Hillg.- Those Two lines of R.R.Parallel a few Miles
apart that entire distance.-My People's home was located Midway in that dixk
viding Sgcﬁion.—Between those Lines of R.R.one of.the richest -and most
beautiful Sections to be found anywhere in our country.-A@ the time of which
we write that sectlon fully Settled with a fine ‘type of intelligent People.

"Many of them Young People just establishing their new homes.Ever since the
settlement of this vast seéction 1t had been abandoned and neglected by the

chyrches.~Scarcely a Methodiat ¢hurch in all that great Apea.-Churches a
plgnty in the TWo lines or R.x. Towns but not accesible to the Hundreds

o
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of fine Families 1solated in that rich Section ;Without Religlous Attention.

A Veritible Spiritual Water-shed.-Roads were Just Wheel-marks in the graas.-
The most of the streamsa were unbridged.-Practically every Family in that

Sectiqn lived from Ten to Fifteen Miles from the towns where the churches

were.~0f course no Automobiles in those days,some of those People still
drove Oxen.-Permit melto make this statement which facts would verify,There

was scarqgly a_Fam;ly living in all that section who could get to a
church on the Sabbath Af they had tried to.-

[

Right now,in the Fall of I1888,Ten years after that rich section was settled E
-____._-_-ﬂ—_.ﬁ -

the Methodlst church is trying to provide Church Faciltles for the Peoplex:

And I,Humble I,had Eggn honored by the church as the Instrument to launch

B e ‘___-——-————._.____________—
the Church there.-And Shame upon me,I was inclined to turn down and run away

from one of the greatest Opportunities any man ever 'had.But,I Pralsed qu'
then,and I Praise him now sthat thro.the prayerful entreaty ,and Counsel
of Godiy Parenta and my Sweet Girl Across the Alsle I was saved from the
Cow%dly act.~

I MUST HAVE A CONVEYANCE,Cannot do this Task Afoot,Cannct expsect to use

Father's Farm norses thro-out the Year.--From the beginning of Methodism the
Mode of conveyance for its Ministry had been the back of a good

Standard e-horse.l had ridden Horse-back all my life,but where could I get
my horsge.- It happened that just before a Group of Broncho Sellers had diée
posed of a bunch of Bronks,One little White Devil had gotten away from the °
Drovers and refused to be caught."Oh,Well he Wasn't worth much,Anyway,Let
him go®- They told the Winneger and Frances Boys that if they could catch
him they might have him.For days those boys,for the Pleasure of it,and that
Bronk played Hide-Seek,and sveral other games,but finally. the boys won out
and found themselves with an ugly,Consclenceless,Murderious,kicking Bronk on
thelr hands.-They were afraild of him.-When they tried to Mount him,he put up
a First Class "BUCK" and kept them off.-They were afraid to get near him
He would kick jJust as hard with his Front feet as with the Mear Ones.

I never knew him to fall to kick viciously if his feet were touched In
cleaning his Stall,or bedding him.-But for comfort in riding get a Bronk.
I could see no reason why that little White Devil should not carry me about
over my Prairie Appointment.At that time the horse had not been born that
I was afraid of.That Rascal came the nearest of making me afraid than any
horse I have ever used.-He could Evolve and put up the largest varlety of
pure,unadul terated Meannesses of any Animal I had ever tried to be on
Friendly terms with.-

Well,The boys would take $25.for him.That was cheap at that time for a
whole horse,l gave the boys Five,Five-Dollar Bills,and led my Champlon Coa
Kicker home.-How I got him Civilized enough to get a saddle and brldle on
him,is a story I will not take space to relate,but I did,then I managed to
get myself on hils bucking,squiriming Humped up back.He didnot get me off
I gave him a long fast run,and I found I had the finest Saddle horse I had
ever ridden.-Il will Bhgrten the story and say.Il could sit in that saddle
all day and that Pony would skip over the ground like a Bird.He never trled
¥o0 play & trick on me when I was on hls back.-He tamed down very muchaWe

T e e - - ——



called him "TOMY"-But to caffgxﬁf tﬁe name he was most called sounds 1llke
Swearing.-¥ow,I have my Conveyance,l must have my Program and FPlace in which ..
to preach and conduct my services.-The Evening after the day I vislted the

"GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE" ,My Parents mappgg’g;;—g schedule,which I followed.
satsfactorily thro-out the entlre year.-

I must have Three Preachling points each Sunday Igiad plenty of room,I could
have made an endless number of Appoiniments,but dssired Three adjacent and -
Compact.-All our plans were just Tentative.l was subject to the Judgment and
inelination of People,upon whom I had no auvthority and Claim.-

Three adjoining Communitlies fitted together finely,and were easily accesiba
and each with a large School-Housé at. the Center.0f course I must get the ca
consent of: the Schoocl-Board.-I was known all over the Triune Community~
I atartec on Tony early the next Morning to call upon the scatiered Members
of the HUGHSOM School~Board,Bast of the Sioux River,and Six Miles from m¥
Father's home.-I was greatly surprised to find that the Hughson People wanid
ed me as badly as I wanted them."Yea,Indeed we might use the School-House'.

Qll that day,all over that Community I r.eceiv.ed.‘encouragement.’There was a
fear I might fail them and not come.- I left ar Appointment for IO A.M.the
next Sunday.-And that day I dldnot have one sermon.- .. .-.

The WELIMAN School-House was Six Miles SyW, from our home.l was Personally‘
acquainted with the WELLMANS-WHAEIXS-LEES,and many other prominent Families
in that fine Community.The next Mofning I rode Tony to that Community,First
to Father Wellmsns home.He was consldered the Father of the Community.-

YES SIR,I need go no farther,l may use the School-House.But I spent the day
from home to home,with each Member of the School-Board visited and from each
a most.cordial and urgent consent to make the S.H.the Center of the Appolint-
ment,there.,~-During the -day I encountered the same urgent request to not fail
but coms.Would they-come for a service next Sunday Eve 7.30,"Indeed they
would and circulate the Service.-I shall have .gomething more to say about

“. Wellmans later.-Tony and I Loped home that Eve with light hearts,.

Every-thing coming our Way.-Foolish,0f Course,but it seemed to me that Tony
was becoming more serious:He was at the Center of a big task.His poor,little

Bronk life may count for something after all.l never quarreled wlth him -~
nor Struck him.
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I anticipated no objectlon to the use of the Winneger S.H.-They were Pre-
disposed.Mother's S.S5.nad been held there every Sunday P.M.for years..

But I thought'peét not to seem to be taking Liberties,I would see each Meme
ber of thelr School-Board ,Which I did. with the same resultzy¥ as Hughsons (
and Wellmans.-Now I had assursd Three of the finest and largest School- -
Houses any where in all that Section.-That Eve my Parents and I planned the
Sunday Schedule,thoughtfully and Frayerrully.-Now,I must write to my Girl
across the Aisle,which I did telling her all about it,inviting her to-my
Initlal services the next Sunday.-Ste answered that 1t was like a fine game.
Qur services were ln her thought all day Sunday.My Parents and I mapped out
this schedule as the best in our thought .~Announcements were already out for
the Sunday Services where I would consult the Pgople as to schedule,as I
wished them to feel that it was their services.-And I will say that during

the entire year upon the slightest provocation I consulted the Congregationé

I‘decided.upon thls permanent schedule,-WIXNEGERS every Sunday. Afternoon.

HUGHSCONS Next Sunday I0.50~-WELLMANS~-NEXT SUNDAY 7.30 P.M.-But Hughson and

——

Wellman would alternate with A.M.-Eve.~Hughson one A.M.Wellman the next. i.

That worked fine without friction all the year.- I found it Comparativly

gEEZ—ES_EEEEEE_ESfaﬂiggp- all Three congregations.These Fesopie ware simple
inteliigent Farmer People,starved .for the simple Gospel of Salvatlon.My
mgsages were simplicity itself,but those Hungry People feasted upon them.

i had nothing to parade or show-off, just the simple Story of Redeeming love
sRedemption and Personal Salvation.-The Gospel of Evangelization.At each S.H
wag an organ,and in every place gome one to play.-It was during the days of
Moody-Sankey-and P.P.Bliss-The Gospel Songs were the rage all over the coung
try and were belng sung by every-body every-where.-As qulckly as we could we
gowed our Three Communities down with the Gospel-Hymns,Every body wanted
them.And when the Revivals came and thelr Souls warmed up,Everybody used tha

Oht How those Farm People sangi-I would go a long dilstance to attend one of

those services,especlally the one at Hughsons.-The People had Fasted so
long, they feasted.-I have not one written word of any sermon I preached that
year.My messages were made in the saddle on skimming Tonle or in my rig

as I_travelled among the people.-My Sermon Preperatlon consited 1argely in
...choosing & vital sugmestlve Gospel Passage of Scripture for a texts
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"Come Thou Fount of Every Bleassing ,
Tune my Heart to Sing Thy PAraise,
Streams of Mercy Mever Ceasing,

Call for Songs of Loudest Praise.”

I did-not ;;;;;;;-;—g;;;;;;;-;;-;;;EE_;;-n;;-to conduct a good old Methodist
Revival Meeting.-In our old Iowa home where I grew up,we lived in the Reviwva
val.¥We had no other diversion.During Winter we went from one to anothers
Father was an Adept Evangelist and épent Winter largely in such Meetings.

Directly upon beginning my work I found the Psgople hungry for_a revival,

even People who didnot Profess the Christlan lite.-

Within One Monéh from our First service we weré in and Evangelistic Cam-
paign at HugﬁSOns.Garrie Roscoe,a Young Musical ﬁaighborhood Giri,led cur -
singing and it was wonderful.-I cannot describe that glorious Ten Days of
high Worahnip and Praise,mingled with the shouts of victory. I will hasten ©

to say that during that brief period 52 Unsaved Peop:e nad come to oqzﬂ;mpro

‘liised Alter and given themselves to Christ and were happily converted.-That

(EEEEE9uQn3;Q£:;ha—happigstjgggE£E£EEE§-I gver mew.-Jubilant Songs of Praise
and victory Swelling out from nearly every home in the Community.-

We at once organized a Methodist "CLASS" with more than Fifty People Un;tiz
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"There's A Fountain Filled with Blood,

Drawn from Immanuel's Velns,
And Sinners Plunge Beneath that Flood,

Lose All Thelr Guilty Stains".
We began Meetings at Winnegers directly at the close at Hughsons.- '
That Meeting went off for a quick start.Some things conspired to asslst it
There were in this Community a mere small handfull o& Christians.My Peo-
ple.Bro.-Sister Benbow-Mr.and Mrs.Winneger were Members of the Episcopal
church back at the 0ld home in Mags.-Then the People of this Community were
in close touch with the People at Hughsons,some of those new Converts at-
tended thls meeting,and their glowing Faces and shouts of Joy,inspired hére.

garrie Moscoe led the Music here in her fine efficient,appealing WaY .

This Meeting was Characterized by the remarkable conversions that occured.

The Slocum Family,including Wm.P.then a mere boy,but later with his Wife,
Llzzle Dibble Slocum,have been for 48 Years among the most efficlent Members

of the Dakota Con.--I must tell about Cpt.and Mrs .McXee.- The McKees had

R PR
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come to Moody County a few Years before,securing a Claime a Mile or soc K.W.
of the Winneger S.H.-They Wwere a fine old Couple,and soon becggaﬁggféfﬁrly
thro-out that Section.-The Captain had been s Sea~Taring man alfﬁ;is mature
life until they came to Dakota Ter.-They built up a fine Farm home.

They were highly Public Spirlted.Were in every thing tﬁat made for the
Community Upllft and Goodwill.-They were not Professed Christians,nor Mem-
bers of any church,but their Dally living and practices,with one exception
were above criticism.The Cpt.had apent his 1ife on the Great Lakeg,and had
Imblbed that hablt that Seamen are Addicted to,that of ngﬁgg}ty,the Cap-
tain would Swear.Not in a Flagrant ,offensive manner,if 1t is possible to
Swear Politely the Captain did-so.He would sit in your Parlour and in Cas-
sugl conversation with your Wife emphasize and Punctuate his-remarks with bk
his Polisghed Expﬂ}tives.So much a habit that he Damned Iinconaciously.-

From the First service of the Meetings at Winnergers,Captain and Mrs.Mc-
Kee gave Respectfull hearing and attention.-One night while the Meeting was

on Iln its Power,Mrg.bMecKee,left her seat and Husband and went and kmelt be-

fore our Improvised Alter,and gave her self in consecration to Godeer
apparent Slncerety made a deep impression upon the Audience.-Math say this
here,during my Ministry I have seen Hundreds of Most beautifuls, Conversions
" but I have always considered that of theés Beautifulizand Culture@ Lgdy,the
most charming I ever witnessed.-The gquist,humble ,act of it caused that Hoge
Tull of People,Saint-Sinner,to sllently weep with Joy.-

At the conclusion of the impressive service I met the Captain who was cryigm

like &2 child.With enthisiasm I greeted and Congratulated bim,but he was brek

en up,and said "Oh,Birney you nave broken up my home.You have taken Mary
away from me.This is the First time there has been any break between us,
the First time One has gone where thfk other cannot go.You have spoiled my

home®™-0h,¥o,not spotled yoﬁr home,but Blessed it.You must do as Mary has

gggglgizg.yggyself to Christ,as she has,and your home will be the more BleaoT -

sed and hapﬁy.You must come with Mary"
The Good,Grizzled old Sea-dog with tears flooding hls face replled "No,I

cannot do as Mary has done.She will go her way d4nd I will go mine".
I protested and urged the Heart-broken 0ld man and among other things & sald
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I said"You nust make it an subject of Prayer and God will take the Swear

—

a2ll out of You" -~That last statement caught the old Man's heart.

-

"Oh,Do you think he can,Blrney.You would not want me Swearing around your- be
Jhurch .~They went home,the next Iwo nights Mary was in the Sggice without

the Gaptain.-She was not worrying about the Captain.She sald"He is working

1t out,He will win® a.ggg_mning_nigbf thoge .-Two anneared wlth Heaven lighted
Taces,radient with Jjoy.The old Cpt.came dirsctly to me exclaiming "He did it

He did 1t"-"Did What Captain"?-"Why,What you said he would db‘,I beleive he
has taken my Swear all out,and Mary thinks so too.When Mary went to Church
I got down'among'thé cows as I did my chores and wrestled with‘God,I know
he has-save& me.l have not been inclined to Swear since”-I said “Héila;eujah

Praige God for Religious Cows".-~=There were several other very striking

conversions in that Memorable Revival.-

Some Iwo of Three years after this,éfter I hac married,Mrs.Dibble and I

were in Brookings one Eve.and went into a Drug-store ta make some purchsase,

As we went in,Betiold there were The Capﬁain and Mrs.McKee.As quickly as they
.sa.w ug ,.wit.h the Captain Shouting Pralses to Zod,they made thelr way to us-

He grasped my hand and shouted "He did 1t ,Birney,He took it all out.l have
3{;§worn since.Praise God"--That was the last time I saw those old Sa%}ified

3 Saints,.-Thro-out my Active 1life since,I nave considered the Salvation of

Captain and Mrs.McKee among the most striking of all my Ministry.

In 1is results the Meeting at Winnegers was a Repétion ol theone at Hugh-

sons.Practically the same number,about Firty were converted,and these and. a

few others unitecd with the Winneger "CLASS".

- --:ATm BIATH AND ORGANIZATION OF A PERMANENT CHURCH:--
While the distance between Hughsons and Winnegers was practlcally that be-
tween Winnegers and Wellmans,The Assoclatlion between tne latter was not as
close as that of tne former.-The Wellman Community was more Isolated and
alone.~ Then it was not thougnt best for Carrie Roscos,our Sweet and ef-
Ilcient Song leader to accompany me there for tne antic1patea Two Heeks,

I cannot tell how much I missed ner in the services trom almost the First
one of my Ministry I had had the inspiration and help -of her flne leader-
ship,and the Pecple loved her.-It will require Eternlty to say whose influ-

- ence in those meetings was the greater,Carrie R®oscoe's in Sacred Song or
mine in presenting the Gospel. We never discussed the matter,we haa each
done our best,but I would mlss Carrie in this meeting‘and did.-However as
avery-ona eitner gang or sang at 1t we made it go.-

It was a rine,Highgrade Communizy,with but Two or Three FamlLies in 1t at &

all Proressing the Christlian Lire.Mr.and Mrs. Wellman,liife long Metho-

dlats and recognized Communiuy-Leaders.Backed the services wiwn ali thelr
consecrated might..
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In tnat_Community was a condition that overshadowed every thing else,and
fillea FPeople witn a great rear.-The Community Folks feil thal tney were
constantly living upon a threatsned Earirguake.The condltion seemea neaded
ror a Tragedy.~Two bitter enimleg lived a gnort distance avart in the Com- -
munity.0li Mr.,Allen and Cal Smlth.-Probaciy Tevilish hate round i1ts deepest
deveiiopment in the hearts of nQse Two Murderious men.-Iney nad nated
for Years.-Tney nad Freyea upbn~@itner.-Had destroyed each other's prep-
erty.-Cne day Smitn saw one of Ais valuablie horses standing alit aay wiun
nis nead down,not eating.He went to 1t and rouna the blood flowing ,its
tongue nad been cut from its mouth.Smitn nad to snoot tne animal.Smith
knew,The Heignbors ail knew wno did it,but it could not pe proven,no ons
gaw Old Man Allen,perpetrate tne dastardly deed.-Ever ongs-in~awnile such
thlnzs happened.Tne Perpetrators succeeded in cavering up - —Lracks,but
the Communicy Hnew who ithe guilty persons were.-Pecple in‘a sensze held

thelr breath.It was expected that some day the tragedy would break,with the

crack of a gun,Allen or Smith would fade out.-

One night Mr.Allen was in the Service ,Cid nothing wrong.Sang with the
others,gave fine attention.at the close of the service he left for home with
the others.-I remember Father Wellman said that night in the home,"IF Cal
stays away,there will be no trouble,Mr.Allen will cause no disturbance.

But that School-House ls too small for Cld Man Allen and Cal 3Smith,.But

the next night Allen -Smith were both thers,on opposite sides of the lit-
tle room.-I was Jjust a big boy,thls was the greatest test of my courage and
tact.I must show no fear,no Partlality,and I must not forget that God's
Crace 1s gsuffliclent for those olé sinners.I would go straight a head with
them Just as I was doing with Mr.Wellman and others.Perhaps this God's day o
of Crace for those Men.Ait Zughsons we had seen an 01d man as great a Sinner
as Allen or Smith,gloriously converted,these Men might.-

Both of these Men knew me perfectly.Il was a Neighborhood boy,had threshed
at each of thelr homes.-We passed thro the service with no untoward act.

At the close I greeted with a Handshake both of these old Belligerets.
However I didnot tell them I was glad to see them there and hopedfﬁhey would
come again for that would have been lying,and Zrandma Brooks of Erookings
would have sald "Methodist Preachers do not Lie,Birney".I sincerely hoped
“that was the last to us of Allen and Cal Smith,but it was not ,I had one of
the toughest experiences of my ministry before me.I must save our Meetings.
I must not permit those old sinners to break them up.-The next day I gave
myself up mostly to Fersonal Prayer.Fad a feeling all day that we were fa=-
c¢ing a tragedy.-I did not have many to consu:t,it was really my personal
problem,but I felt that in case of a real disturbance the several Men pres-
ent favored the meetings and would stand for them-,I declded the best pol-
icy would be to keep the service moving rapidly with Worthwhile things
along our chosen line.Treat Allen-Smith just like the others.Gilve them no
grounds for resentment.The People were greatly enjoying the singing of the
good Gospel-Hymns.Ihe wusic was just like bread to a starving man.We would
8ing.I selected a number of the mast sprightly Hymns we knew.I threw myself
into them.-We would sing a few gongs,l would exhort,and so forth.The 2pirit
honored the service.Allen and Smith each broke in and ilred thelr views,
but gaid nothing wrong,only 1%t was all Lying Pretense.We hustled the service
thro to the end,dismigsed 1it,the People had been blessed,no one hurt.-As I
remember Allen and Smith faded out of the plcture,and undisturbed we went on
to a happy conclusion of our effort.The entire Commmnltiy had been stlrred.-
This .community was a little more scattered than the others,but the regula-
tion number of conversions,a few more than Fifiy.-These were at once gatherd
into the "Wellman"Class.-With these our full number of new Church Members
were more than 248y 750,.-Dr.Traveller,the Presiding-EZlder reported it as :
the greatest Pevival Year anywhere upon the Distryct,and one of the
greatest in the Dakota Conference,- .

This had all taken place during the First Three Months of the Con.year,
all bef'ore Chrl-tmsas. Xow,My task was tc nurture these Young Christians
and keep them in the fold and keep them growing.-I lived out on that big
field during the year.-I kept up .the Spirit of Evangellsm-Preached and Sung
lustily,and kept the People happy and shouting-

1
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It is not easy to fall in Love with a Broncho Pony,they are by nature so

¢ Treacherious and Devilish.=I think,however that quite a real 1ntimacy grew.ﬂ
between Tony and myself.l am sure fhat as much as a Broncho 1s capabls of
affectuih I had Tonie's Love.Every halr on his tough little body wasg snow .
white,and I trled to treat him white,and he reoiorocated with at least .

. Bronk Afrection.-I Beleived he was doing the best he knew.I never scolded
nor boat him.--He was no more to blame for belng a Broncho,than I was for ;
being a’ Man.-0f course Men do not like Bronchos and neither do Bronchos liko
Men.-When Xature originated the First Bronk it made ag serious mistake , By
putting Springs into his rear heels which when touched go off,and one in the
Spinal Golumn that doubles up when the saddle is touohed but after the ‘
initial "BUCK" Tony came down on ALL-Fours and skimmed along all day like a 1
Bird.I read portions of my Conference Course,-Prepared Sermons,ﬁehed}sed Thm
them on Tonie's back at Pull-Lope,but, after Monfhs'of Agreeablse Fellowsﬁio a

.‘le iime for seperation has come.-One Sunday Morniﬁg‘ towaf-d Spring & Group #
of the Hughson Men said"We were in Brookings Yesterday and met Sam Lock-
wood,he-wiéhes to see you ,You had betier go to him soon"-
Xow Sam Lockwood was a dealer in Farm Machinery,and Vehicles,wagons,Buggies
&c.=-Monday Morning Tonle and I loped to Brookings,I2 Mlles.Went dlrectly to
MraLockwood's Emporiom.- He took me to his Buggle Floor,where were several
fine rigs on dlaplay.-Mr.Lockwood said "A Delegation of Hughson Men called .
upon Saturcay and made an arrangement for a rig for you that trey intend to
ray Tor.They instructed me to let you have any rig on the floor that you
wiso'-I looked them overwéome very fine and quite expensive,but I didnot
wish to‘impose too far on thelr generosity,and finally decided upon a beéu:.
tifull Top Buggy.,for SIoo.; But I said "I donot know that I can take it,as I
have nothing to draw 1t,I know Tonie would not,I will be back soon'. '
,oe leading Liveryman in Brookings was a Mr.Frink,from our Ieighborhood,ﬁiﬂl'
whom I was very 1ntimato.1 had dsiven his rlgs many tlmes,and always kept my

horses there when in town.When in town Father had kept his teams in Frink's
Barn for years.Tony was then in the Frink barn.I went directly to the barmn.
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In those days Horse trading was a Major part of the Liveryman's Busilnesas,

I told Mr.Frink my sit;ationw“No ugse to get the rig unless I have something
to draw 1t.I would like the Rig"="You shall have 1t" -He led out a pretty mod
erate dark mare,in good flesh and aprightly.l looked her over,he told me how
he would trade.l saw he was inclined to be generious we traded.l knew the
Harness dealer quite intimately,l went therse directly,and bought a new singka
harness,took it to Frinks and fitted it to ay Mare.She accepted it without
protest.-1 went to the"Farmer s Home"and got dinner.-Led mny new pgrse in her
new harness to Mr.Lockwoods,and attached her to my new Red wheelediBuggyw
Mr.Lockwood sald 1t s the finest rig in Brookings.I drove 1t to the Col-
lege,got "THE GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE" and we proudly drove as far East to
Aurora back to the Caollege, then home.-Durinb the rest of that year that Rig
was in Daily service.My little mare proved perfect,Gentle,Willing and arf-

Tectionate.~
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Since the clcae of our Revival Meetings we had- succeeded quite well in keepi
ing the Spiritual fires burning in the Hearts oguﬁew Converts.l actually
"lived with the PeopleiWith my new riz I was fitted to keep going amoﬁg our
Peoplew-The. term of our Sixmonth Probation would terminate in June.I hoped &

to Round these good people into the "Full-¥embership in the church.There xam.

were many to beABaptized,I was not ordalned and could not perform that sacrdy
Function.-At 0ld Medary in the bend of the Sioux River was a Beautlful zxzw

grove of timber covering about Thfree Acres.l conceivéd pﬁtting cn a Ten dx
days getting together Meeting with Dr,Traveller,Presiding Elder in Charge Wi
when the Baptisms and Receptions could be attended to.Sunday would be a larg_;
day. Dr Iraveller agreed right to use the grove had been secured from Mr,
Stearns,the owner,who sald he would help clean it up.We dated the District
Tent.The People urged to attend as ﬁuch as possible aﬁd bring thelr Gospel
Hymns..-My Fslks as usual equal t6 the situation secured some small tents and
planned:to live on the Camp G}ounds-during the Meetlings.-Friday Sister Hat-
tle and I drove to the college,FPive Miles and got the hGirl Across the Aisl8

and itook her to the Camp with usg. for the Week -End,as my folks had made pro-
vision for her.—L&ter she pronounced 1t one of tbe finest events of her life
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The Camp meeting had caught the People just as the Revivals had.They felt

they were being given atiention.-and they reclprocated.-came and heiped Mrp

Stearns and I clean up the grove and flt things for the meeting.That meeting"ig.

)roved a great success in attendance,we had beautiful June weather thro-out_

Phose Three Communitles contributed their People,our converts all,and to
serve they did all they could in every way.I5o new Converts sang like Angela-
Dr.Traveller was the popular "Preeiding-Elder of the Brookings Methodist
Ghurch and they attended the services in large numbers.Also from Aurora East
and Arlingten and even fa%her Weste~-It was a great Methodist Gamp-Meeting.-

Dr. Traveller Was a great Evangelistic 1eader.-He preached each Eve.-Upon
our 1nvitation the 0utlieing Pastors preached .-

At the Sunday Morning Serviifdat vhich Dr,Traveller preached)thera were
sugely more than Scoo People.~-Cne of the greatest services I have aver at-
tended.God's Presence and Power wazme deeply Manifest.~-I have pasged that
grove many,many times since that our day of Pentecost,and always stand with
uncovered head and Pralse god for that season of Blessing.It seems {to me now

‘hen I pass there that thet little grove is jubilang-with the Shouts of
Fralgse from that Hallowed Day The Afternoon of that Foly Sabbath was giv%p
over‘to the Baptism and Reception into the church of I62 Candidates.-

Dr.Traveller and I stood in the Sloux River Tor ovef Two Hours while that
Holy man administered the Sacred Rites of Baptism to More than I60 Peraons.
It was characteristic of our Converts at that time that they all united with
the churchw.-Later ,after I left them,the People of the Hughson Class,all of
whom lived ‘mot far and many quite close to Brookings,were transfered 1n
Membership to the Methodist church of that Clty. o

Atthe conclusion of the Batlsmal service that great Sunday Af ternoon,the
vast Concohmmedof radient People remalined gtanding on the banks of the Big-

Sioux~-River and sang together Jubilantly ,Sister Carrie Roscoe leading,

"Oh,Think of the Home over thersg,yzxihe
By the Side of the River of Light,

Where the Saints all Immortal and Fair,
Are Robed in their Garments of White"
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That Glorified Group of Christian People never all met like that agaln.Mone

of the older People are lefit.-The most of them at that tlme were mature.

% &regble N enw% consider what would have happened to thosiI62 Converts 1f I
& the 1t5 feather instead of listening to Father and Dear HEITIE ?
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After thls great Meeting I still remained on that charge and conitinued to do
allI couldsBut,I felt that my Mission there was about closed and my work
done.~I was removed at Conference time to Willow-Lakes-Clark County.

The Methodista in Hughsons mostly‘United in Brookings.The People of the
Winneger Class were 2 little more mé%%re and were left upon thelr own.The
work therse has always been more or less De%ﬁltory.-The Glass has lost its
Individuallity and faded ﬁut.But the Wellﬁan Class,unlike the others has =
retained 1its organizatién and Individuality throout the years,Fifty—Six:

Built a fine Church Plant.Has maintained all tﬁe Current Church Socletles
Maintalns ?reaching services,Sunday—Schccl,&c.each Week,~-The Wellman Church
has been for years asdocliated with Colman in theirpwork .At presenﬁ time,
I946 Bro.Wendell Johnson is their very efficlent and Popular Pastor.

My Peééonal'Ministry extended 46 Years,It would be tooc much of a task to Lok
low all those years in déﬁail,so I choose to trace in a more Beneral way my
experiences of the many ?assing Years,and note the most striking and 1lnter-

ésting Incidents and Events Under the General Title of,
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---------- :XUGGETS FROM AN EXTEADED MINISTRY:-m--=w-----
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The IB89 Sesslon of the Dakota Conference was held in Euron.l have for-
gotten who the Presiding Bishop was,but from that Bishop I was Appointed to
the church in Willow—Lakeg,Glark County.-After Con.I returned Home,packed
my few belongings ,loaded them in my Xed Wheeled Buggy,and drove my Spry lis
tle Mare to Willow-Lakes,which was siltuated on the Great-Northern R.ZX.
Midway between Watertown and Huron,about 75 Miles from my home.-It.was dur-
ing the Month of Cctober,always one of the most delighpfull geasons of the
year.l remember how beautliful that trip waa.l thought,Sang,shouted all the
way to Williow-Lakes.-I was really going on my Own for the First time in my
1ife.The year past had been full of Victory and holy Triumph.I have always
considered 1t one of the fery greatest years of my Ministry,but I had been
home with my Parents,to whom I could constanﬁly go for adviee.- Now,I shall

be upon my own resources and Judgment,but I didnot fear.-
In those Ploneer Days Methodlst Ministers didnot consider Conditlions Muchs
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Churches were in ths Formation and the making the Preacher was there to

lead in the making.Ilf churches were Low,lift them up,If they were narrow and_f.

P

circumscribed broaden them out,-I; they lacked Adequate Buildings and- -~ "~
-Equipment,Build and Secure.-Mostly the People were moderately poor,not -Pove

erty stricken,But hard working Young People gettlng a Start.-Many,many of

them had been reared.-in the church at the old Eastern home,and expected and
--He}*éomed it on the- Dakota Prairies.-Thers. in those early days were the Par-

ents of Thousands of the best People the churches in the State hawa had.

The Ploneer Pastors had the leadership in producing all that. ’
I relived that trip-the other day,some of the old ecstacy and Joy came to

me .~When I reached Willow-Lakes I found our church at very low ebbp.-They

owned one good 1little Three Room Cottage-House,which they called the Par-
soﬁage.l came to love that 1little home.It was a restfull retreat.and plenty
large for me.Nice little pantry with quite a number of different sorts of
dishes.A bed-Sofa-some common chairs. and other things.l beleive there was a
.sm"a.ll Coal heater.-I had brought nearly $300- from my previous Charge.Owed
no debts.Had ordered the books for my Con.Course for that year at Con.and
paid for themsI remember I also bought Two or Three bocks thai would help
me with my Sermon making.-Bought gquite a number of Copies of Whedon's Com-~
mentary,completed the list as they were Issued.That Set of books repose,l
think on the Shelf in Son Paul's Library.Those Authorities are not much used
these times,having been Sgceeded by more recent Authority.-In my earlier

experience to quote Dr.Whedon would close any Methodlst Aréﬁ@ent.-
\

I found no Methodlst cghurch building in W.L.

The School-House was a OUne Story long bullding dividgiacross its middle into
- TwWo Apartmens,at that time but one Aprtmnt in use by the SchoolAnd we Meth-

odlists were using the Vacant Apartment as a Place .of Worshlp.Our People had

thelr Aprtmnt furnlshed for worship with a lot of 6ld,most1y Home-mads,

broken up Furniture.-Prof.Burt Matthews a Local boy was the teacher.Each

Week the Prof.permltted the Pupils. to play in the Vacant Aprtmnt,and they
managed each Week to gst our things scatiered about,and some of 1t broken.

Each Saturday I spent the Afternoon,Stralghtening up,and mending the broken
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seats for my congregation to sit on durlng the Sunday A.M.Service.-This was

becoming an .intollerable Bore.-At that time the Matthews Family Professed
Athelsm.They were uncouth.The Prof's father would trudge about Town Bare-
footed.His Teen age Sisters came to our 5,5,Barefooted .-They lived a Mile -
North of town on their Claime perched on a hill looking down into the Dry,xs
Rocke rilled bed of Willcw-Lake.-Finagpy I went to Frof.Matthews protesting
their treatment of our Church equipment.l.found him walting for me.He re-
celved me very unkindly.He told me what he thought of the church Snouging
i1ts Place oA worship,and™®f we did not likéi;e might move out any time™-

- I went to the fine,Gentleﬁan Chalrman of thé School~Beoard.He talked fto me
very kindly.Was sorry that Prof.Burt assumed that attitude,and then he told
me this,they were about to order us out as they had engaged another teacher
and were about to enstall another Apariment in the School.Which all they did
beginnling with the new term.And,By the Way,The Sister of Burt Cornwall, one

of Clark Countles most Extensive Farmers.His Sister Maud Cornwall came from

near Winona Minn.tc teach the extra school.-She was anQ Ardent Congregatioma
alist,and assoclated herself with that church in W.L.-Later just after I
left our church,My Bro.Will came to the Pastorate of the Con.Church.He fourd
Mau@ actlve there.~-Their asscelation ripened into a close Attachment,and

T b i
here he and Maude Married,went directly to

After Will had besn Pastor(t
Chicago where Will entered the Gg%.fheological School, the Chicago Semenary,
where he took the entire Course.-

/%bll,back 40 the church,now we were turned out we had to do somethings
There was a very good Public hall of good dimensions ,Clean and Well fur-
nished which we might use for our services at a very moderate Fee.We rented
it,and it made us a very cozy place.~The Haﬁ? Family lived on thelr farm
Two Miles East ef the town.Mr.Hawes assumed ihe oversight of the Methodist
church.His-only Daughter,the Wife of a Young man ,a Country School teacher,
near town and living in the Hawes home.The daughter was quite musical and
assumed charge of the Music 1n the church.-

~ One day Father Hawes came in with his Hay Rack wagon,and he and I gath-

ered the Methodist Junk,loaded it and he took it home.-As he was perched
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upon his load he said to me TAre you going to try to build a new Methodist
Church here this Year,Bro. Dibble“,I sald"You know tha?ﬁfhat I was sant here

for,Bro Hawes"-He became angry and sald I wisc to say to you Ero.DibbleJlﬂl

!‘.
.

hat ir you undertake to bulld a church,Myself-Wife,Daughter -Husband  will .
all leave the church.“ I sald"That would be bad,We donot want you to do that

But the fact 1s Father Hawes, You People have held the Methodist Church down
too long,and God helping us ,we shall dedicate a new church before ccnfereng

He drove away angry.-I had geod backing 1n Dr.Traveller, ,seperate from him I
had no help.Pr.Ilraveiler,a very Ambitious,ensrzetic man, had tola me after my |

Appolntment to W.L.that he expected me to build a church during phat yaar,
and I expected,or course,to do it.We had no Builaling Slte.The Great Northern
R.R.People owned some Lots scatteresd about the iLown,Two away over N.¥.ln the
weeds out ol town,they ofrered them to qs,but I would not accept them,I
wished to re closer,and the Company owned Two very rine lots right in the
heart of. the town, Just a rew Yards rrom the Depoti,just back from Malin St.
in rront of tne S.H.and between the tine Congregational Church and Town,Il
wanted those Lots.At First they turned me down Flat,we could not have them
=but I kept after them untlli we mlight have them upon the agreement to erect
at once a good Church building which we agreed zo do.I remember how happy 1
was when the transfer ot tne Lota to our church was finally mads.Armed with

that I was ready for work.-In our church was a very fine Well-to-do Man andn

]
nis wire,Mr.-Mrs.C.H.Chase,the Town's Lumberman.-The Chadges and mysely built
the 2 er Hawes and his Family had sat down,refused to help the FProd

Ject,in fact were opposing with all their force.Mr.-Mrs.HEawes did not act-
ually leave the church,but became Quiescant,and did not attend our Services.
The Daughtuer,however,dragged her Pror.Teacher Husband witn her rrom our

echurch.She went to Rev.Hltchcock Pagstor of the other church seexing Aamissiq

but e would not recelve them.I nac lssued tnem a discharge from our cnurch,
The Congo Pastor told them"You are Tréuble Makers,If you cannoi get along
witn Bro,Dilpble,you could not with me"-Tne poor Woman round nerselr without
‘a Churen to Boss 1n the town.~- Tne Chases and I would put our neads togatner
ror the new Church.They nad 1nIiuence and money,and inctlination.

#e nad decldec tne type or bullaing we cesirec.3uch structures were being



erectad in otner places of tune size of Willow-lakes.During tnat Filonner
Church building tnere waa a very derinite system.-New cnurchnes werse belng
built all over tne Con.-During Two Years 22 Methodlst cnurches were erected
and Dedicated,nearly all of'thé same Architectural Type the "IQwA."-
Thosae Enurcnes weore costing froﬁ éISoo.to #2500 4= t0 build.ﬁf that amcunt the
Ghurch—Extension Board of the church would let the new church have 3500 o=
#250.-a glft,and @250.-& loan.-The Chases were efflicient Business People I
made them.my close Advisers ,We built the church.-The Church Board wlill pladsg,
at once 1its Applicatioﬁj%&hthe The Board of Church ~Extension for its $5co.
which we dld ,recelving the amount in cash while the church was under con-
struction.-I intimated that Mr.Matthews owned the o0ld Rock filled bed of W.L
We needed some of those rocks ,but Mr.Matthews was a Professed Atheist,not a
lover of the Church,ang way,he can only scold me,I will see him.-I drove to
his home.He greeted me like a fine Gentleman,invited me into his home.
Finally I-told him my errand,I wanted rock enough for a .church Foundation.
I remember the Smille answer he gave me"Il reckon the Lord made those Rocks
they are hils,1f he needs some for his house,he should have them,Help your-
self"-When I asked him about the price,said"Nothing,I will come ta the new
church"-I had the privilege of preaching to the Matthew Family in the new
church,.-Will "stop with that unusial Family a Moment.-They were bright,FPeople
hungry for Mental Stimilus,About that time Prof.Burt ,who had taught the lo-
cal school,secured a teachlng position on the Faculty of the D.A.C.-put in B
his entire Mature 1life in that Institutlon,z2nd probably became the most in-
fTuential and vital Member of the Faculty.He passed away only a few years
ago.He and I became intimate Friends.-Fe had Three Sisters,when we were in
W.L.those Teen age glirls attended our S.S.bare footed,they went to the D.A.C
Graduated,and became fine,beautiful and Cultured Women.-Toc me the Matthew
Famlly has been a living example of the power of a strong BACK-GROUND,.They &
had that.-Well Xow the new church.-On a Sunday at church ,I asked Five
farmers if they would come in Monday w*th t£;;;hFaf£;hagons and teams and do
some work for me and the church."They Sure Would"and did,Five big Farm Out-

fits make qulte a display=-When I unfolded my plan, tbey shrunk back Mr.Matthw
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was an‘infidel they were somewhat afrald of him.-He came to the Rock~bed

where we were loading,gzreseted the men cordially.-Said help Yourselves.He

. /-cautioned them to be Cheoosle of the rocks selected,not all rocks couldr?aed =
It took us some Hours to load.It was a Mile into town,We drove in a rocky =
Procesalon,I marshalled them about a Center,I remember saying "Brethren -\
Those are good,sc¢lid rocks.no danger of breaking them if they do strike hard
Those good Farmers caught the hint,and bgged those Five loads of rock upon -
that plle,that was about as large as the City BEotel,when the loads wers
grouped.~I had taken these men to the hatelfor dimmer.-I verlly believe that
while those rocks were being pounded on the pllie that One Half or more of
all the Men in town came out there."What's going on"What'®s you doing"-
Why,Havn't you heardfWer'e bullding a new Methodist Church"-

Directly after the loads were off and the good Farmers had gone to thelr ggm
hoﬁés,I went to my home,Cleaned up,changed,took the Subscription Paper I

nad formulated the night before.and started out.Before I.retired that night
I had practically called upon every Business man in town.and had recelved

a Subscription of something from every one.Later when Dr.Traveller reported
the enterprglze to the Church Papers he sald practically every man had made
a Subscription.-The Hardware man would furnish the Hardware,Mails and
Fixtures.The Drugglst would furnlish the Paint and 0ll,and they did-Many Men
Subscribed Day Labor.Mr.Chase saigewerq to get our Lumber Supplles from

his Yard,and he woul%yait until after the Dedication for his pay.-

There were all the Lumber Supplles Provided for.The Hardware,and Palnt sup-
plies provided for,Much construction labor,and I Assumed all Painting.There
was the bullding ready to he nailed together.~-We found a Mature Iralned
Carpenter who would assume the leadership of the workmen.He should be

paid; One of the‘strangest things happrened.That new building became the
Center of activity.Men in no ways connected wlth the church would come with
bammer and drive nalls for an Hour or so.Much of that church was built

after Supper 1n the long Dakota Twilight.There were no%aggrsons in Town

who did not drive nails in that structure.-Some of our Women tried their

hands at Lathling.Il worked every day in whatever was dolng.
“he Watertown District Camp-Meeting was to be held at Gary in early July,and
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all District Pastors were expected to attend.I was working about ¥ight-day

and really needed a little recreation,I would go to the Camp-meeting.l had &
not seen My good"GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE" Since Christmas time,Il wrote her to
go with me.She and my Sister Hattle were rooming together,You will both go
with me Friday P.M. and back Sunday P.M.-That all proved agreeable with
Hettie-Hattle.-I secured a Double team of Manly Waldron in W.L.~Drove to
Boookings,got the girls,drove to Gary,staid at the hotel,enjoyed the gerv-
ices;back to the college Sunday Eve.Home to W.L.Monday A.M.-and back at my
Churchibuiliing.-One Afternoon when the train came from Buron a group

got orf with Father Hawes,they had been down t& Huron to a Lodge meeting.And
That 01d Man who had not given a Cent,nor Cne Minute of time,or one Wora of
encouragement vo the enterprisegStrutted about with his friends showing
off"bUR NEW CEURCH-I heard the old Strutt say "We thought whlle we were
bullding that we had better do it well and attractive'-I was painting,aqd EE
let him Spread Eagle.-I will say that with some more Strutting that 01d Man
Hawes attended the Dedigiory Services,and gave $25.toward the bullding,which
was not so bad for the old Man.-I wish I might be able t® give the exact
date of the Completion and Dedicatlon of the bullding,but I cannot,I have
for gotten the date,I do remember that I preached 1ln 1t several tlmes before
Conference,.On the princlpie that 2 new broom sweeps clean,our beautlful

new church was fllled each Service.The bullding was a thing of ZBeauty.-

As [r Traveller and I stood looklng upon it the day before Dedlcation,the
01ld W;rrior who was dedicating new churches every Sunday said ,"You may con-
tinue in the Ministry many years,Bro.Dibble,bulld many churches,but you will
_never have a greater Victory than that" I do not think I have.That Beautiful
gtructure was created out of nothing but Falth,Venture,Avdacity and courages
Upon the day of Dedication Two fine new Familles from the Church in Wate?-
town, Tom Macbath and Wife,and Mr.,and Mrs.Mason,these new Qeople at once
fitted into the activitles of the new church.-All cost of the Bullding wiﬂé

'
Provided for upon dedication.-THIS WILL BE MY "P®AI®IEZ *NUIGET'No.I.
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At the close of the Con.Year Dr.Traveller asked me if I carsed to remain in
Willow-Lakes and enjoy the new church?-I answered "M0",that I could not "I
'wavn't another rig to put into thia church’Piece by plece my Beloved Rig,
Little Mare,and Red wheeled Hughson Buggy had gone into the expenses of the

year.I had received $Iococ<Missionary Money,but had received practically noth-.

ing from the Charge.The most of the Year I had Bachted in-the little Parson~ -

age.But our beautiful Victory filled me with Joy.-I passed in good shape My"

Second Year's Con.Course,was accepted into Full *Connectionin the Con.an§
Ordained “DEACON"-I was advancing.-Dr.Traveller said he had another Church

for me to build.-I Wellcomed that .-at Con.I was approinted to Kampeska and

Hazle,with Florence Mldway between,as an Afternoon Ap?ointment.
—

I considerec this my First real Church.There were many Psople connected with

this Charge.Three regular Organizations.Each voting a deflnite Salary,what I

was not accustomed to,and the Fabﬂlous Salary of $8oo0.--and House,.Frettiy

all today,but average at that time,I felt on my way.I had a real Charge i
)

was happy.-Kampeska and Hazle were Ten Miles apart,l must arrange it to glve

-

each of the Appointments Cne chg%%a“32§% Sundsay.~-Hazle was a-live,little
town with People rather above the ;verage in Eduocation and Culture.Not a
'~ large Country Contingent,and the People in town rather prefered an Evening
service,and they surely supported it.I think I'had in Hazle Zvenings one of
the rinest Congregations I have ever had,.,-Kampeska prefered the A.M.service,
S0 we fell easlly Into this Schedule,KAMPESKA-AM.~FLORENCE -2 P,M.-HAZLE-EE
The only bad feature of that was the fact we were away from home every Sun-
day night,but in good weather we drove home after the gservice,mostly,
As a little Sentamental gleam,we had a fine new Base-burner,with i1ts Mica

Bellle that would 'glow in the dark,approaching home we would try to catch

the gleam First.=-0f Course just now,it was not WE but I.-The church had

“ented a real,Full sizéd nouse for the Preacher,expecting him to have a
family.él chose a'room,and we rented the rest to a family,I boarding with-

the Renters.It all worked rine.I was away on the Field much.When I came home

at II 0'Clock gired,I aﬁg%ﬁ%ifﬁﬂ d a fine lunch awaiting in my room.,
That, proved to one o f the most ears of my Minlatry.- :
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Kampeska was a quiet,dead 1lttle Burg,in the heart of the great Two or

Three Thousand Acre Estate of the Millicnaire Robbinsons of Chicago.-These
Acres wers arranged into fine farms: A mile from the town was one of the i!!
mwost beautiful Lakes in the state,"lake Kampeska".-On the beautiful Sandy (j
shore,wlth the Pure waters lapping up,was located the capaclous and fine
Capi}ol of the Robbinson Estate.Mr.Rcbbinson owned about every thing in sigh
O.P.Jacops,the General manager of the Estate,with his Cultured and fine
famlly dwelt in the Tine home,?hey were recognlzed as ameng the First leadep
of our c?urch in the Village.-From June until the First frost each Summer
Mr.and Mrs,.Robbinson lived on their Istate at the Lake.They were ardent
Churts People.I preached to‘them each Summer.With us they were common.They
left theirMilliopaire stuff 1n Chicago.Mrs.®obblnson woved as one with the
Women o1 the Church.Worked in the L.A.Soclety with the FParm Women.The Cld
Folks were greatly Beloved by the People.-The beautlful little church we
worshipped 1n had been built and given to the Kampeska Methodists by the

Robbinsons .-Every Three Months,a check for 325.came 0 the Pastor from R.ﬂj

4

He rurnished all the fuel the church used.-They loved the church,but never
tried to "Boss" it.-It became known that "TEZ 3IRL ACROSS THZ AISLE" and I
vlanned wo marry later that Con.year,as sne was to graduate with her B.A.
at the Following Commencement.Mr.Xobbinson owned practically all of the town
one day he ﬁnd I stoed on the St«in conversation when he sald in hils fine
friendly way,?l hear you are to be married,Mr.Dibble,"-"Well,I have heard
something like that myself.I beleive that is the plan"-" Well where are you
going to live“? "Oh,I Don't know,the Lord will provide that'-" Fo Sir,It is
your Businee to provide a heme.You have no Business to bring that little
College Girl here with no Place for her to live”-"Do you see that empty houe
over tnere,polinting to a really fine Cnes Story House near.0Oh,Yes,I see it.
"Well,Dibble,I'll tell you if your men will get a move on them.p%? a bagew
hﬁﬁsgg} there by the side of the churcn,move that building over there and fix
1t up,I will give 1t to them for a Parscnage"X answered“ch,Mr.Rdbbinson,;CLna\
sure They will"-"Well,I want to see them at it".-As he was turning away,

he turned and said"It will cost something to move and flx that house up,l
will give them $2co.towara ithat oend.Every blt of th;t toqkqPLaee in theAnext B
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few monthas with astonisning—sé%pgtch.-That was I89I-Hettie and I were

married jJjust befor Con.on Oct.7-and came at once to Kampeska and spent the

few remalning days in the house the church had rentea for me that year.

( hen We returnea from Con.the Parsonage was not quitesready hut wag being
pushed to completion.The Jacoba' tock us in at the Robbinson Home at the.

Lake-side where we remained Six Weeks.-We had been returned to Kampeska for

my Second year.My raltntull Sweet-Heart was no longer "The GIML ACRCSS THE

AISLE"but the sweet Companion at my side.-That began a beautiful Companion-

ship,which <ontinued for 36 beautiful Years.- ..
One day the new parsonage was ready,we shall now have our own home .One suiee

Aftarnooh Mr.Jacobs took the blg Farm Hay-rack wagon to ﬁatsrtown,Six Miles

to asslist Hettle énd Me,select our Furniture.We drove our own rig,Tou buzgy
Bay-whlte Ponle .—_g:=p&ﬁ;£urnitnre_weﬂi_dizectly ﬁo our new home,which was
very lovely and Roomie.;We féaowed our Fﬁrnishings and were at once happy at
hom?.-That Parsonage étill stands where we put it,and has been the Pastor's

home since I8GI-55 -Years.-
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the Busiest Years of my life.-We did severszl important tasks that year
besiﬁe my regular work as a Bhe Pastogr of a vastParish,Preaching Three
times each Sunday,Mid-Week Tasks,Funerals &c;-and Carrying on my Comn.Course
of Studies whilch I never neglected.Durling that Summer we h%d Two new bulld-

. ings,Twelve Miles a part,under Conairuction,over which I;éirect Supervislon. -
A Tlne new church in Hazle.-The People of Hazle Qere.father auperiocr in thé%?"
tastes‘and demanded that their new church should be attractive.For 1t they
selected a beautiful Site.Beginning at the West end of the East-West Main
St.was a moderate Incline .To look-up Main St.was to look up hill.At the
Waeat end of Main St.it sﬁopped turned North and Squth out of ftown.-

Cur good Church People secured a bullding Lot directly across Main St.and
facing down the ét.So in looking up the St.0ne looked directly inte the

Front of the Church.-A most beautiful effect.-
I think the Hazle church was bullt about. the easlest of any church we

erected.There was no other church in the immediate Community.Every body

wanted this church and helped build 1t.But I was expected to give 1t
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Personal Supervision.During the Zarly Fall the new church was completed and

Dedicated.-During the late Summer the Residence-bﬁildiné that Mr.!obb?son hd
bhad giveh them for a Parsonage was moved upon 1ts permanent Lot by the
church,and Flxed over and fixed up,lntoc s fine Preach;r resldenca.~

I alsc had supervision of that Project.-Then get Marrled,which after all
proved a very easy task,when every thing was ready.-Hettle and L had agreed
upon- Oct.7T-as our Wedding day-at The Bride's Home S.W.of Whilte with Pre-
siding-Elder,H.H.Dresser of Watertown as the Officlating Clergyman.More

about that in a Moment.-The day before the'Wedding I went to Brookings,

Secured a Two'Day lease of a Livery rig from the BRIAK Livery,drové to nmy
Father's home I2 Miles Scuth,and remained over night.Pibked up a few Per-

sonal Belonglings and took them with me.The next Mornins,trailea by my Folks

in their Family rig we drove to Hettile's homeLIman% Miles .-

At IT A.M.we were to meet Dr.Dresser on the trzin from Watertown.We were iik

there on time,and so was the train,but not Br.Dressef,but iﬁsteéd a Telegram
saying,Missed the tralin,cannot get theré,;ecure Springer,who';és Pasto¥ at
White at that time.But told Hettle's Bfother who Accompanied me,"I will

not see Bro.3pringer until I have talked with Hetfie,she has not wan%dBro.
Springer.I was filled with more or less of dismay,"What Shall we Do"Hettie

answered at once and sald"Why,0f Course,Have vour Father"-She told me later

that all the time she had greatly prefered Father,but ,The Presiding-Elder .
should be given Priority.-Mr.Doughty,Hettie's Father sald when told,sald
"Good,0f course have your Father,That's what I have said all the time".

So the cld Community Wedlocker,!ev.J.W.Dibble,married_Egjand we were securey

jolneds-The Wedding was not Cne Minute late.l have said that I was married
the day befére I was born-Born 6ctober 8-Married Oét.7~-

Hettle ;nd I remained a% her home that night,driving the Livery Rig to
Brookings the next Morining intime for the train to Kampeska.-
I was still déopying the rented Péﬁ%onage,and Hettle ana?wént there for the \
few days untll Con.in Siouquallé.-The Firsi Eve.Home a fine Receptlion was

planned in the church.-On that day October 8:%991—“Chubbie"-My Sweet Girl

AcToss the Alsls-Hettle,launched her Ministerlel career which continued
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with unbroken Fldelity,~Devotion,-Enthusiasm,-and efficlency for Thirty-

Six Beautiful Years.- A rew days after our Marriage we wenit to Sioux-Falls

for the Annual Con.-Nothing eventfull,I passed all my Studies.-
(HETTIE)

‘ny good Meﬁory Jogger re%finds me of thia change.~Two days berore Con.went &

to her home at White,On the Following Monday she met me at the train in
White.and.ﬁe went on to Sioux-Falls,.-

N A o g e T S R S A P S M ) S Sy A T —— o - -

~==3:1892: ===

- - I892 was a quiet,uneventfull yeargwith- the Kampeska Xewly Weds.- - Lo

The New church was completed and in service.-After Six Weeks at Mr.Jacobs
the Parsonage 1s ready,and we move into it "As Snug as Two Bugs in a rug".

As the School closed for the Christmas Vacation the pretty ,little teacher

came and prevalled upon Hett®e to Board her_in our home.-We hesitated prefew

ing to be alone,but the litile teacher plead so hard,was so lonely for Young
er People,more refined and-Cultured asscclation that Hettle,took pity on her
and shared our home with her,.,-She was very filne,fltted into our home circle

and we enjoyed her very much,and she said beautiful things about our home.

'Iihis year I wlll finlsh my Con.Course,and in_the Fall will zo to Chicago for

our Semenary Course.-l have already described that.Spent the Winter of I893

Firat World's Fair Year in Chieago,wlth Wi1ll and Maud, just married.

The year proved very pleasant and happy.The new church anéd the new Parsonage
and our new Relatlonship made it a Memorable year.-

From Con.and my Final Ordination as an Elder,we-went directly to Chicage.
Will and Maud were prepared for us,had secured a very good Suite of Rooma.
We expected the regular Financial help That the church gave 1ts Theological
Students, I was planning to attend the Congo School,The Chicago Semsnary but
our Methodist People retused to aasf& me unless I attend one of our own

Church Schools.-All right,I will go to Garrett in Evanston,which I did,

On page6I I relate my experilence at Garrett and our return to Dakota in the
Spring and our going to Bowdle and Bangor for the Summer,and the erectlon of

the new Church in Bowdle that Summer.
Bowdle in March,befors Conference in October we had launchred,

We came to
Trected and Dedicated ,and used A beautlful new church,that 1s 8till in use

"But the Excessive work in buillaing the new church,broke Hettie down.The Dr.

saild she should quit and go to her home,or some placg for rest.Dr.Akers the

nich we lived,came ouil to
Presiding Elder of the Aberdeen Distrlct ,upon w ,

sze us.cgnsulted the Dr.who said that as Con.would scon come ,and Shﬁ migh;ag
find a change she might remain.Dr.akers sald he would see that we zlou .

at Conference.The Dr,sailc that the ~i1rlie was homesick.Bowdle an
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SpSEmmeany, Bangor were away out on the Extreme Frontier.Therse was no Parson-

age.We had had very comfortable rooms over the R.R.Depot.;That new Country &
at that time was rapily £illing up with People directly fr;ﬁ Russla.-We were
hiéhly interested in watching':he Feople who naa opeen there longer greét the
Friends just arriving from Russia.Men embraced like Women;Befo? Con.we packégh
our rurniiure and left 1t with the !.H.Pedble subject to our orcer later.
Hettle went to her home,while I went to Conreren;é.—ﬁi had.been in Bowdle

just Seven Months and had built a peautitul new church,still in use. But it
had broken my Young Wife down.But she quickly !gcuperéiéd when with her
People.~Hettle's Collapse was the dlrect'géggéégg tne work she did and the
manner in whicﬁ it was done.-Cut in the country whergewere rractically no
Modern Homes;-No Electrical Utilisies for the nome.-In the average home no
Telepnone,Rerrigeration as we have 1t today ,unknown.-

Tce Cream could not be bought of the Druggist and Confectioner,It you want&JL
Ice Cream Assemble your Freezep,crack your Ice,mix your cream and season 1%,
Pour 1%t into the can and pack tne can with powdered Ice,turn the Freezer
Tor many minutes,until so frozen can turn no more.-All that time working in
lce and lce water.-Our Ladies of the Bowdle L.A.S.bullt an Ice-cream hut on
Main St.and a # Group or Women Froze and served several Freezers ol cream

Qo bt N
Three or Four AfternoonsdalL Summer.If they took in Ten or $I5. an After-
noon and Eve.they were piéased.-They were paylng for thelr new church.All
thro. the heated season they were puddling about,often with feet wet,with
Ice Water,handilng Ice constantly,Hetule was the Pastor's wire and thought
stte must do 1t every time.-I nave orten tnought about that ana other Summers
and wondered that not more Women Broke-down.-With that tyve of work sne nad
gone to. the limlt.-She always thought she must be in tne nardesp work.Orten
she worked every time while the others changed orr.-Sne never shrank from th
worke- Well,Tnere 1s anouner Prairle Nugget.-The next one will be more
Pleagsant.- {
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It was the Autumn of IS®3-_T nave forgotten where our Conrerence was held,

what slshop Fresided,all of'which does not matter.I do remember that just
before leaving powdle I had traded the Pokey Pony that we had foﬁ?Semi*Broka

ST PP
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I mean a One-Half Broken,wild American horse.Yot-Broncho,but a little meanew

American horses Bréd.on the ranges,and caught Wild.-This was a pretty Baf

Maré welghing about I200 Lbs.~-Trim,an attractive animal,But as ugly and

( \reacherious as the Devil ﬁimsé;f.She was a would-bé Mu;deress,she tried to!
kill u;.several times,Once in crossing the James ®iver approaching Redfield
S.Dak.as we drove up the High Apprbach of the bfidge,where no fence or guaré
when negf the tbp.she deliberately stopped,and started to back,which‘would
havg thfpwn ﬁg"déwn that Twenty Foot embankmeﬁt,l saw her géme,leaped froﬁ-
the rig-caﬁght her Blt and prevented the Catastrophe.-A éain near Raymbnd we.
were ériving along siﬁe a deep gulch on the Hili-side,when that Beast,quiii&
and Qeiiberately swerved to the guleh in an eff;ft to throw us into 1t,which
thing we ﬁisséd by a few lnches.-We bought that pretiy mare from ﬁbrse
Drovers in Bowdle.-I took Hettle to her home at wﬁite,and drove to my honme.
My B;other Charley was there Farming and héd several horses among them good
old F}9£§,Gainly and Eomely of Physlque,crooked legged ,but a Fine traveler,
Aﬁout.the flﬁest Driving hoge I ever owned ,as gentle as a kitten.Father had

.‘aised .her and I knew her.Charley wanted my She Devil Mare,he could ma.nagé .
her on the farm with the other horses.Fe worked her for years without trotb-
le,While'Hettie and I Loved Fleet—footed;énduring Flora and drove her

several years,on different Charges.-Well,Well at that approaching Conference

(3? were appolinted to Ashton,-AEEgl-and a Country Appointment Eleven Miles

N.E.of Ashton.- Ashton was a quiet 1little Place on the bank of the "Jim"

Miver Ten Miles N.of Redfield.-The People of Ashton were very proud of thelr

Culture,and there was some.llving thfere was the Lee Family,Timothy-Whitta-

cher-Andrew-Pool Lee,for short "TwAP"Lee.-These People were Ifrom our oid

Home~Cresco-Iowa,and from our church thére.My People were intimately acquaih

ed with £hem.Mr.Lee for some years had been the County Supt.of Schools.-
The Lees were.a Musical Group,and for some Years travelled as the "Xorth-

~ _Western Xizhxhix Hishtingaleé"-ay the Way,Mr.W.O.Syménds,Foreman of the
Waodéock Farm,where I lived Two years after my People came to Dak.Ter. was &
Teﬁor Member of that very fine Muslcal Aggregation.=

Well I found the Lees a Popular fémily in our church in Ashton,and active in
the Music of the church.Rosie Lee later became an acilve Member of the
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Musical Department of the Wesleyan University inMlitchell-3.Dak.

Some other our Families became qulte closely identlfied with the Wesleyan.
Whie we were 1in Ashtoﬁ Mr.Levi Plerce and ﬁife,;ﬁons our most active and
highly Respedtéd Families,#ere called to aﬁ lmportant Managerial Posi-
tion 1n the Miténell College .-Geore Boyers,another actlve and Respected
Fémilies,accepted af Position with the College and moved to Mitchell.-
¥ow,With the Lées,Levi Plerces,-and Geofge Boyers removed-ohr not large
church,was weakened .-During tﬁat year one of the most unfortunate incidents

of all my Ministry took Place+ Ashion had just one real,Professional Dr.

:Eﬂggung;rly man and hislwife;-They were not identifled with the church.
Werse Uitra—Socialé&%}c,or completely surrendered to the Soclal Life,and led
in those things in the town.Our Church Leadefé disapproved of many of the
Soéial acta,of the Dr.and his wlfe,but wlsely kept atill c;hcerning them.
But,the matter became so rank as to become intollerable.Some of our Young
People were cominé under the infiuence and practice of these Soclal Leaders.

There was a constant urge upcon me to Crilticlse the thing in ay Puloit.

Until a certaln act transpired that seemed to be the last Straw,and I an-

nounced my protest for Sunday Eve.-They tried to Smother me,Packed the front

of the church with treir friends and Cronies,-and caused some degrsee of

disturbance while I was speaking,whic simﬁly Fired me up,untilfsakd some
things I had not planned to say,and would hot,if-they had not disturbed me.
At the close of the service our leading Church People Commended warmly our
effort,but some of these later when the church came under driticism,turned
against me.They took the positlon that I h;d gone-too far.A leading Young

Lady Clerk at the P.C.was in the Dré.Ciique,She would wateh for ﬁz comiﬁg

to the P.C.and throw mg mail thro.the Dellvery Window on the Floor,and I
would have to piék it up,after she had done that several timés,énd evident-
1y intended to continue.I gave her a talking to.I said "Donot thow my

Mail on the floor again'I rémin&ed her that she was Jjust a Hired Girl of

Unele Sam,that 1f she did that agaln I should leave my mail on the floor,

secure Witnesses and report her to the P.0.Drptmnt.-wWhich I would have done.

She ceased that dirty act,but didnot cease her hatred of me.
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On 3eptember 4:I8%4-occured the greatest event in our Home nistory to th;t
date,the Birth of Robert,our First bo;n.~A fine Twel&e Pound baby.~In bring-
ing him into the World his Mother passed thro a critical experience.wé wou;q

{ aay.now ;haﬁ she should have gone to a hospital.But,thatdwas hardly thought
of in thoas days .Many ch;ldren came 1n£o the World without even thé helﬁ
of a Professional Dr.In every Community were One or more Women qualifieé for
that important event.-ﬁell,nobert got here Safe~sound.It toock his Mother xumm
some time to recover'her streﬁgth.-

The Conference Year was drawlng to & close.Some way the Peéple in the
‘church ,in AgEEpn,had held off,and did not encourage any lntimacy wlth the

Pastqr's'FoleJHe had felt alone all the year.We ascribed the coldnesg and

indifférence of the Chﬁrch People to the Fracas we had with the Drs.Folks,
we thought our People were in sympathy with tbose Folks.~Cur Churcnh Pesople
seemed to enjoy my Preaching,they came to churcb,gave respectfull attention
but that was.all.-They didnot care for us after Twelve Q’'Clock on Sunday.

It was really a game of Freeze-Cut,and as Conference tlme approached,thére

.was noe thought on our part,of returning for another year,and 1t 4did not
occur to us that the church would tollerate us.-We felt that they were look-
ing forward anxiously to the close of the year that they might get rid of
us.-At the close of the last Prayer-Meeting service Three leading Men,
George Boyer the leader,sald to me,we wish a Private talk with you Bro;D.-
may we go to your home""Indeed,Yes".The First time during the year,any of
them had ventursd to our home.-I must not take space for all that conver-
sation,farther tQan to say it was all in respectfull oraervand Spifit.

Bro.Boyer reprisented the church.-He surprised us when he said "There 1s

a Unanimous desire on the part of our Church Pecple for your return,Our

" “People believe in your sincerety and love your preaching.We are not a
Demonstrative People.”I reminded him of the fracas wlth the Soclal Group.

I remember I said “"You Folks Nagged me into criticisng that thing, then went

back on me for doing 1t."I said "You should not have a Pastor that you must
constantly apologize to with the leading People in town for'-Then those Men
told Hetitie and me that the church had been 1in full sympathy with us all the

———
year.de belleved that crowd got what was coming to them.Xot one Member qult
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the caurch because of 1t.Now,Bro.Dibble,those Feople have boasted all the

year how théy would see to it that you donot return,if you donot,they will

take the credit for it.And we object to a bunch of daneing,carousing World-
lings,running our church,and sending our Pastor away.We have the church at

heart,and believe we will have a googj?¥m}ou return”"-They said more.-

In some ways that was the hardest year of our Ministry,but later Hettie and
I'égreed that we should have remained in Ashton,The Ahton church wanted us,
the‘ﬁtnol Church,and that of the Country were very pronounced in their de-

sire for our return,but conaitions had been so lonely and cold,we didnot haw

courage encugh to face another year.ind moved,and Ch,Such a Move.-
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Edle had been with us since the Baby's birth,now,at Con.time thney went to

thelr home,wnlie I went to Con.-We were apvpointed to wWebster,one of the hard

egst Apvointmenta we ever have received.-The church was cringing before 1ts
i o T .

Bosg;Mrs.John Norton.She bossed tne church,she bossed the Pastor.I can see b

fter hired man coming wvo the Parsonage and'infdrming me that Mrs.Norton
wanted me to come to her home at once.whers she gave me definite instructiom
a; to what I was ,and was not to do.The Nortons were wealthy,lived in a fine
large,richly furnished house.John Xorton was the Owner of a larée Dprtmnt

Store,éevearl farms,and much other propefiy,among which was his Racing horse

that he was so proud of ,and which he took in his Gig to the Local Race-Track
with the Rift -raff of the Community each Sunday Afternoon when weather
permitted,-After he had taken the offering at the church,and got the shekels
in his’pocket.For all Purposes the Xortbns owned the churcn.In Personal

Character they were as rotten as Fumanlty can be.John Nortan was a Fla<

grant wOﬁan’s Man.She sald to her Neighbors that she did not care how many

Women her husband had if he would leave her alone.lnder the Dictatopahin. of

Mrs.Morton we spent a mlserab ported year.
During the Winter our hearts were filled with panic as we nearly lost our
i

Bobby boy with a_siege of le r.-At the last Quarterly Con.of the

year Dr.Dresser,zave the church a severe chastisement.He reminded them that

they had had Three Pastors withing s few montns,Men weould not remain and be
bossed by the Nortons.l remember he sald "We have no more Preachers for youm
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to Crucify,there shallfbe no Minister sent vou by this Con.and nelther was

there.-There was really not much Christian Manhood and Womanhood in the Web-

. 8ter church at that time.But with the Nortons,and Abbotts,and some others @§

the church was recovered,it has rebullt,and is recognized as -one of the

better churches of the Con.today. But we Moved at Con.time.Had done better

‘than some other Men had,who quit during the year.We had no trouble.I could #

see no use in quaryelling with them. Put in the. year and left in order..
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good old Flora trotted us to the A,B,Doughty Farm -White-Where I left her,
My Girlie previously from Across the Alsle my Curly headed, active son Bobbis
and went to Con.I have forgotten where,and who the Presiding Bishop was.li
was the Autumn of I895-Ro other Bishop has been 11101"a kind than that Blshop
who Appolnted us(EinZZE;;ESE;HETLAID-and the CO=NERS, the Country appcintmnﬁ

We have consldered that one of the very finest Appointments of our Ministry.

There we had Foup heaufiful vears unbroken by 2 single nnto incident.

.l‘he Peopls o:t‘ that charge Jjust knew how to love their Pastor's Folks.

Congregations were larges the entire period.-They knew good Preaching,and
were & source of great Inslration.-COne ﬁeautiful,favoring eliment was the
fine Group of Non-Church ﬁembers,many‘of them leading Busineess Men who
attendéd and supported'our church.=-0One Eve aé Hettle and I had just returned
from the Comn.in Vermillion wﬁere we had been returned to Arlington for an-
othe year,a group of Men,not one 6f whom was a member of the ghurch,came‘to
the Parsonage and greeted us,handing me'a paper;f have 1t yet,which stated
the Preple,whose names followed,all Non-Church Members agreed to pay the
amounthopposite theilr names ,not to be appliéd upon the regular salary,if
Rev.Dibble,was retalned but not if he was not returned.-The amount totalled
something over One Hundred Deollars.In view of that the Cfficial Board voted
an increase ofSIooﬂto the salary for the year.-We came to love those People
and that Spirit of Good will has always continued.-

I returned from Con.happy in my Appointment,left Wife and Baby with her Peo-

ple and drove Flora to Arlington,Put her in the Livery Barn and myself in th
Clt¥ Hotel where I planned to stay over Sunday.At about Nine C'Clock Threse
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Men came to the Hotel went to the desk and said to the Land-Lord "We are
looking tor a stray Preacher,got any here“?He sald"There’s a Stranger I-Dont

know whether he 1s a Preacher or not" With that I made myself known to

—

Brother C.C.Maxwell,-John Bennett=the other.Bro.Maxwell said“"We donot do
tekat way in this church Bro.Dibble,get your bag and come with us,which I did

Went to the Maxwell home where I 8tald over Sunday,ana until I got a bed up
in the Parsonage.-Then Flora and I trotted over to Whidée,got the Family,and
returned for Four ,perhaps the happilest years of my Ministry.-Hettie and I
knew that about a certain date we would require a Dr.We had consulted
Dr.Schoonmaker,our local Physilcian,who would take the case.But later when
nearing the time,Dr;Schoonmaker saiﬁ he was belng called away,but had made
arrangémgnts with Dr.Egan,of Hetland,Fi&e Miles away.-There wéé no Telephone
At the critlcal time some one would need go for the Dr. I made arrangements
with a Young man who was likely to be available to go for Dr.Egan on Call,
All of which he did,with the result that when he got to Dr.Egan’s office he
discovered that the Dr.was out of town,would probably be back soon,and
would coﬁe right over.-In the meantime,that approaching Baby would not be
detained,ﬁut insisted upon being bdrn.A near Nelghbor Woman had had limited
experlience,Came and 4ild what was needed.When the Dr.came a 1ittle later +the
Baby was born,washed and dressed,and Heitle was getting along Normzlly.

He gave Hettle an examination and assured me she was getiing along fine,
and said I could have done no better myself’’-From that case Hettle got about
in Hormal-time and conditlon.~But,Now,I shudder when I think of the risks
we took,but 1t didnot occur to us then that the Mother should go to the Hos-
pital.There was no hospital near.-What should this fine new boy be called?
We quickly agreed upon Paul for his First name,bﬁt we thought. he should have
a8 Second or middle namé.We tried several,but we desired the combination to6 i+
smooth,Three names that would flow easily.;Paul What?-Just then,about the
day Paul was born,Perhaps the W&rld's greatest man,Premier Wm.E.Gladstone,

of rich old age passed away,and there was our name PAUL CGLADSTONE DIBELE.

It was suggested that we were loading the little boy down with too much

name .He might not be able to measure up to so much welght,but he has,and we
made no mistake when we named hlm Paul '%3@5?939‘_

R
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If the Maternal FPreferences of that Young Mother had been regarded the namse

¢f that Babe would not have been Paul,nor any Masculine name,But Mary-Susie

or some Feminlne name,as she greatly wanted a Girl Baby.But as she .could dog
{ 20 oﬁher she gracliously accepted the fine boy,so PAUL GLADSTOXE found his

Wellcome place in the Family Circls.-Paul came to us May I3:18G8~=
We came to Arlington in the Autumn of I865,1t 1s now approaching Autumn of

IBég,we are closing our Fourth Happy year.Noﬁ a Werd had been sald in our
hear}ng of the apprcacﬁing year,We ﬁere at the helght of ouf Popularity,But,
Oné éay a3 1 walked to town,there came cver me & sudden gvulsion for the EIX
Place,a feellng that my work there was done,thét I should not come back,that
we éhould move.We were having-a happy time going ihro the Forma,and that was
all.—There.was nothing to build,nothing to fix,I wan;éd a joS.The Dia.Supt.
sald we éightlmove.As.quickly as we proposed moving there came a Universal
ppotést ffcm ﬁhe'People.GrandPa Aaran said"Brother Dibble,Tbé Wickedest
declsion you ever made was when you decided to move from Arlington”.
Arlington had not yest formed her present rule,thaf the Pastor shall remain
.ﬁixlyears,then mova.-1 wag not in favor of remaining as long as I could,or
until dischargedsThere had beén Four Years of perfect Love and hafﬁony,Every
body Loved ué,I concelved tﬁat was about the time to move,and'inéisted upon.
1t.And did.-So Hettle and our Two flne Boys,went héme to White,and I went to

Con.I have forgotten where,and who the Presidiﬁg Bishop was,but the year I&?%’
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Ever since Hettie's and my Marriage there had been a constant demand for us
on the part of the White Church.-A good church in White at that time .Good
Mémbeisﬁip,and especlally fine Congregations,Church filled Twice each Sunday
Fine harmony,fair ,average Property,good Interest.There waé a determined de-
mand for our appointment.Of course it was gzolng home to us.The church was
Completely Doﬁghtyized,On the Church RMecords was a list of 37 Doughty naﬁes
on the Membership Column of the chﬁrch.—fhey were all really good,assertlive
01d School Methodlsts.-Thelr coﬁception of "CHURCH-WCRK" ,was Two services on
Sunday-3unday School,-Prayer Meeting Thursday night,a Mevival Meeting in

Winter.That line of Activity they would support to thé last one.To White we
were appolnted.Hettie and the boys already there.-I went to Arlington




---:27:--- P, _————

Secursd Two Hay-rack wagons and mover our things to the Capaclous Parsonage
at Whlte.We had a good year at White.I found 1t a pleasant Congregation to
Preach to.They insisted they had a Premier Preacher,.-We had a fine time amog
our relatives.Could not move about any where without running upon an Uncle, (
or Aunt,ocr Cousin,and they were kind,appreciatlve and respecifull.

Cne sad event marred our year,the death from QQnsumption of Fettie's Sia-
ter Edith,or Mrs.Bert Merrlll as sﬁe was .Young People.as gso often happeﬁs
with that dread dlsease Edie went with the birth of her little Daughter,who
lived and became Muth Merrill.-Erother Burt took the loss of his Young wife
very hard.It took him Years to récover from it.In fact his entire 1life was
shaddowed by it.He inslsted upon caring for the Baby,whlch he did.Ruth was a
béautiful chilé,Brother Burt reared her into a beautiful Womanhood .- )

One day as Con.was approachling I recelved a letter from ﬁr.Dobson,Supt. of
the Sioux-Falls Dis.urging me to accept the Pastofaté ¢ the Yankton Church
for the Aext year.That call was greater than I coculd resist,But I was self-
ish,Yankton offered what I wanted,Was gquite a City,the Church carried quite '
a préstigeyand was a-way-down South in the Con.-The Churéh in White resistai
our removal;had a large dellgation of Men at Cen.Pulling for us.After I had |
made arrangements with Cr.Dobson for ngton I agsgursed the Whiie Deligation

that I wouid keep my hand off,and go where I was sent,But I knew ébout whére

that would be.So to Yankton we were Appointed in the autumn of I9co.

After Con.We hurriec ba;;';;-%ii;; to Pack-move.-4We had come lnto Posgessih
of & team of Drivers and a large Spring Wagoﬁ,that I had bought of A.D.Max:~
well in Arlington.We drove the Out-fit to fgkton,the trip taklng Two days,
The intervening night we s?ent 2t the Hotel in Lennox,and con our way the nex
day,wnich was Satﬁraay,and was due to Preach in Yanﬁton Sunday.During the ¥
day one horse,"John" went very lame.We stopped at a Black Smith shop,had his
Stoes atteﬁded to but hls lameness coﬁtinned.we got to Volin 12 Miles from -
Yankton,but relt that poor old John,who was sufferlng'énouia not e driven

that alstance that day.A Passenger train would Passing thro Volln for Yanktn

during the Eve,so we quickly decided to leave the rig in Veolin and coﬁplate
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our Journey by train,wnlch w;—éiéTEE—EEe Yakton Station I made some enquirie
and found that the Merchants Hotel would be a good Place for us to stay.We
took a hack for that place,Clear down the entire 1Bzth of Main Street.As we
( ‘assed along,Robert who always had a view for large things sald with aﬁsighh.
"My,That is a Long Main S;reét“,ln fact 1t was.The Hotel was very tine,we em
enjoyed 1t very much.Tﬁe next Morning I started out to fina the Church where
I was expscted to Preach that Mornlng.My Fir-t Con.was held in Yankton so I
knew somet&ing about the town.On the Street I met a nice man and Inquired of
kim.I observea ne had with a Bible the Blue Quarterly ,he was a Methodist on
hls way to S.S5.which all provec to be true.My First meeting with J.W.Shufelj
dastiﬂed to become one or the most intimate friends I ever had.-We were Xi0&
invited to some one our homes for dinner arter church,l donot recall what
home.-A good congregation Morning and Eve.I have for gotﬁ;n'wnere we stayed
Sunday nighit.Monday Morning I round that our Furniture had arrived and‘was
walting for us at the Great Worthern Station but an unroriunate condition KA
had arisens®ev.lLacnlan Mclain,our Prececesgor,refused tc move from the Par-
‘onage untll after Electlion some days to come.It was a Cresidential Electlon

and he was unwilling to Sacrirlce nis Vote.They nad been appointed tc Elk-

Point.He insistea nls Family shoula remain in the Yankton Farsonage.
fiiv.Lachlan Maclaln was a difricult man to get along with.A Scoteh Man,
Prgﬁ,Selfish and assertive,-The Church to wnich we came had Just passed Thro
the throes of an Insurrecﬁion aga;pst the arrogant Pastor.The more we became
acquainted with the Yankton Churen, the more convinced were we that the Pasgﬁﬁh—
tor and not_ﬁhe People were tne most to blame for_the unfortunate rupture.-
We had Two mpst beau;iful harmoni.ﬂious years,not one ripple of trouble.
Three‘Families had geperated from the church,pracﬁically driven out of the
church by that old tyrantsIvo of these Families came back quickly after we
came,and hecame among our most Intimate Friends. The Stephens and the Coach-
er Families,among the most highly respected families in the City.-Not longge
sLter we came I had the Privelege of conducting the great Wedding Ceremony 8
of Mlss.Lou-Stephens,the beautiful daughter.Permit'me to say thig)WeFound
the church in an uproar with the Pastor,but it qui%ed down at once,apd we

Rt S

found some of the moat delightfull People we have ever worked with sty
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Hettie and I have contlinued to love the Memory of the Yakton Feople.-

Within a Week before she was Taken away,she sald to me"Let s go to Yank-
ton and'buy a home and have 1t ready for our retirément.l had rather live
in f%kton than any other Place we have lived in".Had she lived I‘think we ('
would have done just that,as i£ appealed to me greatly.-

But,The day the dear Girl said that it dldnot cccur to.her that within

Ten days she would pass to.her Eternal ﬁﬁxpzxxx home from the Yankion Hos-
pital and be laid to rest 1ln the Yankton Gemetefy.Which all took place.

Well Our furnituré'c;§;,wez%ompelled ®Rav.Mac,.to permit us to occupy Two'

Upstairs rooms,while walting for. them to get out.Some of the Mén-in the

Church were in favour of forcing the Maclains out,but we would not permit

that drastic move. — ¥e had no Outside appointment in Yankton, just the City

church.
I didnot need a double team and heavy wagon.I went t&aleading dealer

in Carriages and Vehicles,found a beautiful Surrey,ifeadlights and all,and
made a trade wlth him in which he took our horse "JCHE",Cur Wagon,and Double
harmzess,for which I got the new. Surrey,and 3ingle harness,and kept Fannie

for our Family driving.-we tﬁbught we had about the finest rig on the
Yankton Streets.Dr.Dobson’'s term ,Six Years,én the S.F.District ,terminated
wlth our First year of Pagtorate in Yankton,and Dr.J.P.Jenkins was appoiﬁtai
upon the Dis.-That began many years of Intimate Friendship wlth that good
mén-of God.We were on the District with Dr.Jenkins ,during Two fullterms
of the Superintendency,Twelve Years.And he conducted Hettile's Funeral Ser-
vice in the Yankton church.-Which was crowded upon the Occasion.- -

(; Tenkingds

Just as our Second happy year in Yankton was closing,I%902,Dr.came to con=-
duct our last Quarterly-Con.of the Year,and as always we entegélned him.
After Suvper he said"J.B.,he always called me J.B.)Lets go for a walk"-
The Parker church in those days ranked very much hlgher than the Yankton

Church.It was congldered one of the finest Second Class churches in the Con.

4
i

He gald "“J.B.How would you like to go to Parker".I said "Ch,That would be ™
fine,but Mrs.Dibble and I have felt happy in the thought of remalning in

Yankton" .He sald"That's fine,You are doing a splendid work here,the People

all want vou back but I think you should go to Parker"-Very well. ﬂ?gaigr? p
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Upon the approach of Con.Hettie with the boys,according to thelr estab-

lished custom went to her home,Grandpa Doughtys.-Again I have forgotten the

. Seat of Con.that year and the Presiding -Bishop,but I was in attendance,and -

(:,bhat Bishop read "PAREKER-J.B.DIBBLE".We could not help but rejoice over our

Appolntment,but wére gaddened over the thought of leaving our Friends in the
Yankton Church.It had been among Two of the happiest years of our Ministry. .
Fannie our beautiful little driving mare,was proving too. light for our Surry -
and Family.-Father had a beautiful ;oung,supple,hofse,"DEWEI“,that.was more
horse than Father needed,so he had come out and we 5&& "Swapped"I took Dewey
Father took Fannle,and drove her for several years,.,-Dewey fitted into our
Surrey as 1f made for 1t,which all added to the Glamour of the Preacher's
rig.-From Con.l returned to Yankton and packed up.Hettie had packed the
dishes and fragile things.l had help in that packing.i new man to us,desting
to become a leader 1ln the Dakota Con.Just ﬁow from New York State,had been
Appointed bu£75uccessor,and had come to ngton with me.I tock him to the Paw’
\QOnage,where he and I lived together while we packed.The man Rev.George W,
;osenberry,was a Tinely educated and tralned m%n,aﬁd an unusual Pulpit
Preacher,but he was laboring under grave Anxliety,his famlily was still in the
¢ld home in the.East,and could not come to Yankion as they didnot have-Money
for the Moving expenses.He took it ﬁery seriously.To him it looked like the—
abandonment of his family,to which he waé very closely allied.-I suggested
several things to him.He cautioned me not to let the Yankton People know

how straitened he was.Then,he would not try to borrcw money from-étrangers.
Iﬁ would be some time before there would be money enough from the Church,to
meet the demand.-I saw the poor man Sweat for a Week,as we worked together.
.I had to get the consent of my Judgment to do something I wished to do.
Bro.Rosenberry was an entlre stranger to me.I knew nothing of his Business
integrity.lknew about how much he must have wilth which to move him Loved
ones.We had found in the Yankton Parsonage when we came there One Chamber
room,thét had been furnished with all needed things,Bed &c.These were still
éhere and of.courae the Pastor should use them,ln fact was using them,

The Eve before I was-starting for Parker,l asked Bro Rosenberry what was the
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the smallest amount he would risk moving his family on?She had dispeosed of

all their belongings,it would take so much.-I had the money,had taken it out
of the bank that day,and counted out to him the amount he had stated.l think
bhe waa the most Jubilant person I had ever seen,He actually wept for jJoy. f
He sald they are ready to start the Firsi traln after receiving money for
thelr Fare,"I'm golng to the offlce and te;}%graphh thils money to her"

which he did. The nexit Morning he was jubilant,saying my Lovgg“gie on the
way today.They arrived .safely,he had picked up a little furniture .making the
house Tenable for a while.The fine People in the Yankton chureh came quickly
to thelr releif,and that Elect Pastor and his Cultured wiﬂfput in Seven
Years of faithfull and efficlent service in that church.

With Bro.Rosenberry and I .there was welded a n intimacy that never lessencdae

Well,-Well,Let's see,Oh,Yes I was moving ,Wasn't I%? To Parker,up to that T3

time much the strongest Charge we had ever served.
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Wiéh Dewéy ;nd the Surr y,and "Shep" the Boy's companion,Cn the seat at my ‘x
side we drove to our new home the next day.As we pasgsed thro the towns En-
Route,and the resident dogs came out ahd greeted us as usual,Shep would sit
up on the Surrey seat,look First one way,then the other,each tilme saying in
a very Gommanding voice "BOO" "BOO",I reached Parker Just in time to meet .5
our furniture,workad late,and got it all inside,and slept in our new home
that nlght.-I remember how Jubilantly happy I was during thcse days.I was
r;ceiving a most Cordial Wellcome,the church had requeéted our Appeintment.
Riéht there began Five beautiful years of busy service.Hettie and I have
cénsidered the Parker Péstoratearas about the most fruitfull of our Ministry
In a.few days the Family arrived,anéﬁgere very happy in the new home wilth

its apparent prospects.~-One thiné greatly pleased the boys a Barrell of fine
Red Appleslin the Cellar,which I had placed there.- .

The City Schools were directly across the Street from our Parsonage.loﬁert “
had begun his Eduéational career in the Primary Dprtmnt of the Yanktgischooki

Was ready to enter the Parker schools.-Paul was Five ¥ears 0ld,0ne year too
young.But he was living in the school or rather with 1%.:949 the Hours that
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" that Robert was in school Paul stood in the Front Window,with his face

pressed upon the glass watching for his Brother.If Robert hadpened to come
within his range of_viéion h9<¢allea his Mother,"Oh,Mama,ﬁere he is,here;s
30t ,see"And she must come and feast her eyes ,to.-He refused to be entléed
away from that window until Robert appeared when Paul would hasten to ﬁeeﬁ
_ him.Paul was pleading ﬁo go to school.Cne da& hils Mother saild ;I dénot know
what we can do w?th that child,its tragical for him to stand before that
Window all day." "Yes,He might.&s-well be iﬁ S;hool".That led us t3 the con-
sideration.gf the wisdoy of permitting him to start school.I would see Mr.
Watson,thg banker,who was Chalrman of the Schocl—Board,I founé him very kiﬁd
about it.He said"It will dpend ﬁpon Miss.Loule Chase,head of the Primary
Dprtmnt;ﬁhat shg gays in Fhe matter will pass with the Board.I found Mlss.
Chase very friendly ,but Professionally conservative."We think Five Years
too young to begin regular school work.He would probably-stand the First
Year or so,but when he reaches the place of real Study,and 1s Cne Year
Year younger than bis pntire class,would probably find it hard.But,of ccﬁrse
.if too hard he can quit.We'll take him" Which they did.I think we uninten-
tially made a mistake in the matter.It was later al'ter he becamé ad vanced
in the Grades that the.difficulty began.We had moved to Plainview HNeb,
where it became apparsent that the Grade work was too advanced for Paul,
Every member of his class was Cne Year older than he,they had One year more
of Mental power,he was in competition with those with a Year advantagheusy
Ee would struggle over his work every Eve.éo to bed crylng nearly every
night.To us 1t became seriou; we feared i1t would effect the boy badly,I con-
sulted his teacher,who was very kind about it,but thought Paul should drop
a year and be with Pupils of hls own age and Grade.-Eul Paul rebelled, ,de-
Claired he would not go back,and continued to struggle on.Cne day hls teache
sald to me"Mr.Dibble,I Hav'nt the Heart to force that boy back,iWe will
Permit him to continue with his class" Which he did.he always Passed hils
work_satis factorily,but it was hard on him,all thro hils Course Cne Year

Younger than hls Clasg-Mates.-I am surs his Mother and I would not make that

mistake again,and never have.-
Our wOrk in the Ghurch in Parker moved right off with a steady Galt.-
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Fine congregatlions filled our Pews Twice each Sunday.Parker was a Musical
town,mang very fine,outstanding Musiclans.-A large Cholr of over Thirty
trained voices were organized into what was termed "The Parker Concert”
Choire.Several of the Members of this Superlor Group of Musiclans were
Methodlsts,whlle others were mostly Presbyterians ;so on Sunday the large
Group divided intc Two,making Two very fine Church Cholires.That continued
during our Five Year Pastorate.Mr.Charley F.Goff,z faithfull,3rother-in-
léw of our church was our efficient Leader during my Five Years,also.
Mr.éoff operated a Boot-Shoe Store,and was a busy man,but was always avail-
able if the church needed music for any thing,a funeral or whatever,I had
only to notify him and he would have a group-of efflecient Singers for the
Occﬁsion.—Our cohgregations were unusually- cultured.The Younger Feople had
all attended Collgge.During the Period of our Pastorsate,Brec.C.P.dackson,
the City Photographer felt his call to the Ministry,which he entered at
once,serving several Char—es acceptably,until stricken down and taken away.
His Cultured Wife has mace her home in Mitche®l S.Dak.since hés death.
Oliﬁ,the Son,took his'UniversiérCourse,went to Garrett Institute and conm-
pleted his Theological Course,came back to Dakota Con.served Two or Three
of our'strongest churches,and for many years has been Pastor of one of the
leadiﬁg churches in Minneapolis.-Perhaps I should not say this,but 0lin has
nov ceazsed itc say that 1t was thro the inspiration of our Parker Pastorate
thaﬂ ﬁe was led into the Minlstry.- Cne Characteristic things were the many
who came 1into active work during that Fastorats.
It was an Evangellstic Church and town.They loved the Gospel of Full ‘Sal-

vation,and supported the Pastor while he preached it.

Our entire Family look back upon ¢ur years spent in that beautiful County-
Seat clty with Pleééure.Just now RXobert is proud that for those years that
Gli%ton Anderson,now the Sec.of the Agriculture Department of the Nation
was}fhtimate School-mate and Playmate.Clint Andersons People were not
Methodlsts ,however,but Ba%ists.They 1ive§just One door removed from us.
Other Young People have come Trom that Periocd into promlnence.-0ur work

there with the Young People was very happy.We won many of them for Christ
and the Church.-The Parker Church has always been Hign-Trade.--
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I must not close this NUGGET wltaout reporting the Cheilf event of its

entire Five Year Period.This event transplred at just the Mid-part of the

. perlcd of our Parker Pagtorats.
( It was August T:I%04,a most beautiful Sunday Eve.Tbe Evening Congregatin

was 5athering in the church,when things in the home began to happen.Hettlie's
Mother was with us ﬁaiting for this event.Another Woman was there,I donoi
remember who,but Dr.Melvin was summoned.and came promptly.I C;ntacted Mr.Gofe
told him &1l about,"I cannot be there,there will be no Preaching service, |
You might have a Qhort Song Service so the People will not feel they céme F.o ]
for notﬁing“Which all that godd Friend did.I have told Clifford many times |
that he was‘ushered into the #orld ori the Wings of Gospel Song.That a
Sacred Concert Celebrated his.coming.;Grandma Doughty spoke of the fine ESRH
sensg_of that congregation on that occaéion.They sang briefly,were dis-
misged. in or@e?ly form and wlth real Decorum passed from the éhurch,which
was left in perfect Eventide hush.And Motﬁer apoke of the fact that while
every one of that numbgrdknew what was transpiring ,t@%%awas no hanging
.about,{}aping or s3pying,They seriously respected thelr Pastor,and Loved his
wife.I remeber how thelr attitude that Evening endeared them to "THE DEAR
GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE"+In that particular case I would not say "Chubby" sﬁ%%
have gcné to the Hospital.-"Its a Boy",said the Nurse."Think of 1t .Another
boy." Well,He is our boy the Tnird, just as Welcome as his Brothers before
him had been.-After dﬁe considef&tion his good Mother and I decided he shaly
be called Clifford Earl Dibble,and from that time to th;s he rhas answered to
that name.-Clifford grew up as his B;others have.At propger time Ma?ried
a beautiful Southern lady with whom he is living most happlly in theihome
in Dallas-fexas,while he carries on his good posltion with the Air-Point.

Clirford 1is truely a Parker boy.
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The real Birth of the Canton-3outh Dakota Assembly transpired during our:
Second Year in Yankton.That Heaven sent Institution came in the realization :
of the Dream that came to Dr.J.0.Dobson,at the time XXH¥.Supt.of the Sioux-
Falls District. -Canton ig a beautlful little City in Eastern South Dakota
Sitlated on the Western bank of the Sioux 2iver,a few Miles South of Sioux-
Falls.-Just at the Extreme South of the Cityon the West bank of the River
éas and abruppfﬁrop in the land Producing a Three or Four Acre Flat,around
Three sides the %bver winds 1ni§gu£hern Coursg,Three-Fourths of the Plat
was cévered with large,beautliful trees,When Dr.Dobson saw all that he had a
#isipn of what might be done with it.Xoom for a large Auditorium up againat
the Hértb bank,room for cottages and tents thro-out the wooded sectlon.-
Within Three Blocks of the City R.R.Statlon.-With lines or R.R.crcséiiﬁ:Egs
and West,and ¥otth and SouthMo institution of the kind any-where about at
that time,and People hungry for something of the kind.

In the name of the Methodlst Church of the Sioux-Falls,the Track was
bought,a Board of Managérs appeinted,Plans made,and work upon the Institu-
tion began at once.-During the Summer of ISo2 the First Program was given.
The Programs extended over a Tenday period.-I wish I might be able to indi-
cate the Highlights of that First Program,but I am not.-Dr.Dobson believed
in gtrong ,Worth-While entertalnment ,and the effort was made to build up
Entertainment that would be Educational.-Trem the First the Crowds came.Each
Season some outstanding Public man or character was secured,and on the day
of hls appearance Specilal trains for from Ico Miles back were run,and those
trains were packed wiith passengers.-The Asgembly came lnto exlstence at the
very beginning of the Public use of the Automoblle.During the First Session
of the Aséeﬁbly there were probably not Ten Privately owned Autos in the
State of South-Dakota,wlthin Three Years Scores came to the Session in Pri..
vate Cars.-As the Auto increased in Popular use the crowds multiplied Year
by Year.l remember some of the High-lights-Wm.J.Bryan-The Hero-Hobson-

The Popular Lecturer Sam.Jjones-Sam Small®Bob"LaFollette-Also Fine Music-
tane.ile.went to the A sembly the First Season by rail from Yapkton.
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Tents were for rent and we secured one.The ®ev.Slocum Famlly was there also.

My folks who lived in the little town of Colman were there.And Father was so
pleased,with the Assembly and the tewn that he bought.One-Half Block of land
and-built a@osy home and moved t.o. Canton where they iived for many years.-
For Years the Assembly provided our AaBal Vacatlon !esort It became the
habit of Hundreds of Good Pecple.-Many People of Tational prominence have
spoken and sung from that Popular Flat form.This continued for many Years,
when.the‘Chautauqua as an Institutioe ﬁaned,it had wern out,of course there
was & Sameness to it Yeaf after Year,as an Institutlion of Public Entertain-
ment the Chautauqua lost its Glamo_,but Iortunauely for us asg the Aseembly
lost its grip on the Public the Evangelistic Era came to the church, and our
Canton Instltutlon sippedeaeily from the Entertainment character into the
Evangelistlc,and with Men of Hation—wiae rnnutation to Preach eing and lead
the Place enjoyed several years existence as an Annual-Gospel Camp-ﬁeeting.
Again great crowds thronged the eervices.*There was develloped a large Group
of People who were happy to help support the Camp-Meeting. _
Then the First war with Germany came,the Peoplegintereste changed and'the
Camp-Meeting Spirit gradually died out.-An effort was made to perpetuete the
Canton Institution,but 1% fiﬁgelly died out.Canton is aﬂﬂorwegian Lutheran
City,phat class had never enehused oeef this Methodist Institution,espec-
ially as a Camp-Meeting,they sought to gain contrell of lt,and ehange it
into a Public Entertainment Resort, which fingalh.eucceeded and the Methodlst
church sold it to that Worldly Group,and with the excentien of the very much
good it actua1ly accomplished thro-out the Years,and also its valus 1in pro-

viding wholeseme and clean entertainment to Thoueands of feople, Dr.J 0.

Dobson's Dream has become a happy Memory.-
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Five happy,successful) years have passed,legally the limit for Methodigt (
Pastorates,and we ars expecting another Move.-On the Morning of Conference
Sunday,I met Dr.Jenkins.also passing his Time limlt as Superintendant of the
Siouf-Falls Dis.who in conversation said "i‘know of no reason whey you might
not remain in Parker for another Year,J.3."I sald the law says move,Mras.
Dibble anc I have expected to move,I think 1ts best.-

There were Two fine moves open to us,wé might make our choice betwgen them.
GROTON,on the Aberdeen Dis.Dr.Geo.F.Hopkins,Supt.Bro.Hovkins had been guits
urgent in hig efforts to get us to CGroton.=-3roton ,like Parker was ons of
the strongest Second-grade churches of the Con.--

Then Gla.rk,gri the Watertown Dis.with Dr.¥.I.Graham,Supt.was also openg
and qulite urgently pressed upon us.This was in the same Grade as Groton

We made our decision that very Morﬁing,we would have been pleased wlth
Groton,but they wefe 8till using their Ploneer Property,and was not a
County-Seat Town,while all Clark Properiy was qulte new,and Clark was a
fine,Thriving County-Zeat,so I said "Yes" to Dr.Graham,and the next Morme
ing the good Bishop announced"CLARK-J.B.DISSLI".We had made no mistake in
our decision.wOur Three Year Pastorate in Clark was one of the happiest'
and most successful of all our Ministry.-wWwe had largs Cdngregations in
Clark,Morning and Eve.-Qur church was verj much in the ascendency there.

It wag strengthened and honored by having in its Membership and Congre-
éations,?rominent People.It.was the home 6f the Samuel Elrods,Gov.of te
the sﬁaie.whén we went there,but his term expiring,thwy moved back to
Clark,and the Elrod Family always in church,and alsc active in the aaNe
affairs of the Church.-The Sherwoods were not Mempers of our church ,bui
constant Attendants upon its services,and Actlvitles.Judge Sherwood,was
very popular as a teacher in the S.S5.He loved to teach.There was an
effort upon all to be in his Classes.-He not only interested,but Instrus

ed also.-He was acknowledged as one of the stirongest Lawyers in the Stats
Later was elected to the Supreme Judgeship of the 3tats »2nd spent many
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years upon the Supreme Bench of the State, 1n Plerre,the Gapitolmhere were

cther quite prominent People in our Congregations. We found Clark much

. stronger than Parker.-Among other tbings it proved to be a very flne Wed-
: uing church.We 1ived right by the Court-house where every 1 ﬁariigzgsgust be )
secured.Just Two other Protestant curches in the city,The Congregaticnal,
Clear down across the R.R.Tracksg,and the Lutheraﬁ,sevefal Elocks from

the Gourt-Houée.#bout Three-Fifths of the Young People had no personal
choicé as to whom should marry them,and would.drgp'into the closest and
most convenlent Place.Every Couple would paés out Front-door in getting
their.Licensé,and would stop.-I had Three Ten Dollar Weddiﬁgs upon one
Fourth-of July.—Married a Couple at 9 A.M.had breakfast,and recieved $I0.~
At High-noon gnothér Wedding,biz dinner and 3IC.Fee,at Four P.M.another
with big Sﬁread,and;a §10. Fee:-Several days we had Two weddings.-

Scme qulte imﬁortant events transpiréd wilith us during our 1ife there bui

I must not Miss the greatest of‘ali.This occured just a few Weeks after we
";me there.DEC.8:I907-The Dr.was preéent,Also Nurse,and an elderly Woman
Wﬁo ¥new.-At the proper time the Nurse "Announced,IT IS A BOY"-¥y Patient
Girl Across the Aisle said"ANOTHER BOY,CE.DEAR,AND I WANTED A GIEL,BUT IS
ALRIGHT,THE LCRD DOESN'T WANT US TO HAVE GIRL3"~-~I have thoughtqthe Lord
knew that Hettle had spetiél skill in-raising boys te Noble Manhood,
therefore Boys.-Now,A Quartette,A Male,But each of ttose boye has honored
his Mother in his Manhood.- ' |

Two or Three NUGGETS during our Pastorate in Clark.I.The "JCHNSON EVAN-

GELISTIC CAMPAIGNE"We secured Mf.Johnson,ét the time a prominent Evangellist
with hils Gfoup of Sevefal workeré.Singerg,-Teachéfs,Koung—People,Women;
Finance &c.A véry cloge organization.;We secureda Site near the Depot,and
bullt a larée Auditorium,and we heéded a 1argé one to Accommodate the

great crowds who attended the gervices.All Three of the Citle's Protestant

Hurthes,Methodist—Gongo-Lutheran,were associated in the effort.We had splén
dld local help,sﬁch Men as va.Elrod,ﬁudge Sherwood,and others made it thelr
effort,and gave 1t thei}‘best thought and actlion.-It proved to be a greail

effort.Two or Three Hundred People began the Christian life In these servi-
ces,-Some of the bagser eliment in the community conceived in some way that
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this effort wasg in some way in opposition to them.That we were trying to
curtall their FPleasures and-Activities.—There was a Race—Horse eliment in
town with its Park and Tracks of which they were Proud.I am sure the Terms (
Race =~Horse was not once mentioned in our meetings.-Well,that Group would
show those crazy Church-Peop;e who were on top in the Community,so they
chose a date right in the middle of our period,and enﬁounced a Three day
period of Races and Sports.Fllled the Community with Advertizing matter.

We called upon the Leaders,asked them to defer their Function a few days
untlil we were thro.-Elrod and Sherwood called upon theif leaders,but 1in
vain. Rev Johnson ,the Evangellst, insisted that opnosing effort would not
succeed :inners were belng saved every day,God would not permit a bunch of
lowdown sinners to defeat the Ghristian effort.It came the night vefore the
Sport Days.Our meetlng was very serious,I remember how The Gov.and the

Judge prayed.The service was mostly “rayer.Dr John ngon gpoke a few Mcments

in an sncouraging way.Assuring us again than the Sg;ts would not be reallzed
The Sports crowd were in high Glee, they had' tbe Church People acared out
agg ggi They may as well pay off the Money crowd,and tear down tneir old
Gospel Shanty.--The Vital Morning came,Dark Clouds over cast the 3kiles.

The Devil's crowd was up early and busy.-About 8 A.M. People began coming
into town for the Sports.They went out of their way to produce a racket and
confusion.-I must shorten this true Stoyy .-

About 9 0'Clock there began the worst sericus of storms that I had ever seen
I could not describe tﬁaf Fore-noon.Lightening Flashed constantly,The thunde
roared,shaking the building.-Hall Diled down ¥ind blew,it really looked as
if the end hed come.3ome fhought it had.Rains fell in torrents,the Race
tracks lwere coveredwith Floods.About II-A.M.it stopred storming ,i went to
the Auditorium,sc far as I could see,not one blt of damage,and no water in

. e
1t.-I went upon the Street,and there were men wlth muder in thelir fearts,
- A

[}

They foolishly blamed us for the storms.That P.M.at the regular time for b
service the Auditorium was full of Worshiﬁping.People.Many who had ccme in

for the Sports,having no other Place to go attended our services.-
Without our placing emphasls upon it,The Baser crowd took Lt# as a Divine
Rebuke.-There was no more open opposition. The meeting advanced unhindered.
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The Meetings ran with ris8interest and Power the Planned Four Weeks. New

People appeared 1in each service,and the lnterest lncreased.-The best People
of Clark felt honored thro the Effort.In the Meeting itself thera was not egy
C One disharmony or UntOward incident.Perfect harmony and Good-Will marked the
relations between the different Church People.-The Three Pastors came thro
wi;h‘Spirit of Love,Respect and Friendship that continued to bind them in a
lasting Fellowship}-Just at the time of the Conclusion of our Meeting, there
was beginnlig in the city of Minneapolls and surrounding Clties a.Great 5B
Conference of all the Evangelical churches of the Community.Evangelist
Johnson',with hls Group of Workers Planned to attend these .Conferences,and
did.He was one of the Actlve Leaders.-He showed his Cood-¥%ill toward we
Thrée Pastors involved in the Clarkmeeéing,by suggesting tc the largs,last
Congregation that they grant us Pastors a Two or Three Weeks vacation,and
pay ocur expenses to the Twin-Clty Conference.Judge Sherwood and Gov.Elrod
both Champloned the beautiful project,the_Audience voted enthuslasticly for
it,and voluntarily more money was ralsed than was needed to send the Three
of us to Mimneapolls for Two Weeks.-For a Week the Con.was taken oui to
Excelsior,qn the store of ;ake Mirmmetonka,we put in that much time out thers
About an exact.225 People united with ocur Three churches 1n Clark from the
meetings,beside a few Convertis who united with other churches.The work of s
our churches was greatly quickened.- SouthWest of Clark a few Miles ,in Lo-
gan Township lay one of the most beautiful,and fertile valleys in the State.
In the Ploneer days that Valley had been Fomesteaded,but living conditions
had been well-nigh intollerable and the early Settlers had become dlscoura-
ged,and one after ancother had sold or abandoned their Claimes and moved to
other Sections,énd for years that beautiful Table land had been lielng
desolate.A few People had remained.The Logan School-House could‘be_sgen for
Miles.Running East-West across its Northern end,ran one of the most Actlive
R.R.Lines in the state at that time,C.-Nw.Eagt to the Twin-Cities,W.thro
h Redfield and on West.-That entire Logan Valley was in plain-view of the pas—
sing trains.-Well,Whlle we were in Clark a great Real-Estate bOOm was on in
Per. izns )

Logan Township.-People 1in Iowajy would sell thelr farms for S4cog.or mOTre JOR
come to Logan Valley and buy what they insisted was Just as goog for wﬁs@
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Wlsely or not they were doing.Every Settler who came to Logan had Money,and '

invested 1t in that beautiful valley.-There came one of the Highest Grade
Communities in the State,and it happened that the Majority of them were )
Methodists.Too far for church in Clark,scarcely an Automobile in the country {-
One day a group of Half-a Dozzen fine looking men ,came to our Parsonage in
Clark,and asked me 1f I would come out and preach to them in the Logan S.H.
"Yes,I would be glad to"Right there arrangements were made;and at once ai
every Sunday P.M.I preached in the Logan S.H.to one of the finest Rural
congregatlions I ever hac.During ocur First Summer we organized a Rural church
that became one of the strongesat Rural Appolintments in the Conference.
When we left Clark at the clese of cur Third Year a fine Country churcn was
- under construction in the heart of' that beautiful Valley.That Church ranks
now as one of most prominent Rural Churches in the Conference.
Just a few years agoc I was urgently inviteZ to go back to Logan fer an
Anniversary Day they were cbserving. Think I must tell a simple,;rue.ﬁugga%
Story about one of our Logan experlences.--The Logan 3.H.was Nine Miles
rrom our Clark Parsonage,mostly fine roads.-I drovs a great blg Grey horse.
There were practlically no Autces in that Community.But,a venturesome Young
man living.in town,wlith Relailves in Logan,bought one of thoée great big
LumberingP First Cverlands that came,The open tyre,You dildnot enter that car
from the side as now,but like a Street-car from the Rear end,the car was
néew and the fine Young owner was duly proud of it.-It was a beautiful Sunday
Morning in Summer,when the Young man csme to me 838 we were leaving the Home
church after service,and saild"I am taking a group of Friends out to the Logmiin
gan Service this Afternoon andAwould bte glad to have you go.l had never
ridden in an Auto-at that ﬁims,and did I accept that invitaion?-Yes,Idid.
To the 3.E.one of the most d=zlightfull Crives of my life.He had Five or Six
nice. girls from our church,among them his regular Young lLady.

After the Logan gervice as wéﬁ%%ﬁ%ting for home,he sai&Mmy Sisterilves -
Just down here,We will call there a Momenthhen thequwe'must have a Snack
which all was flne,but while there one of thos 3udden Down-Tour of raing

came,did not last long but transformed those smootf Black-Zoil roads into
Arease.-Auto chains were unhearu of at that time,and we drove right out upen



that Greasyiighway.-Road as smooth as .a Parlour floor,3mooth rubber Tires.
I shall not be able to descrlbe the antics of that infernal Machine.-The in-
ﬂstaﬁt 1t struck the Highway 1t began to Skid and Act-Up.The Front would skid
rest,while the rear would slide East,and Vice-Versa.As many as Three distiné
times.on that -trip that car turned completely around.foing East ,in an IRXIR
instant 1t would be heading stralght West.Involving all the skill and nerve

of the Driver -to revers it and head.again,towanﬁ§§;w very. time. the_ car maé

a quick Squirm every one of -those Girls with the exception of the Driver's

o

Best Friend,Let cut a scream that could be heard a Mi}e that Luiet Sabbath
Eve.-Remember that was in the very -beginning of the Auto ,there,for that
Group.ds 1t was my First experience,so I remember -1t was,also,o% all those .
Girls except the one who sat-by the Driver.#hen we flnally arrived safely
home and I had com@ended the wonderful skill of our Young Driver.He gald"Mr.
Dibble,I just had to get that Car safely home.Zvery Person“in the Group was
my invited Guest,l am responsible for them”.The boy was a .Beginner,did not
.'Drofess skill,‘was desperate with Personal responsibility.-I sald"That trip =
wés tne Screamiest ,and most Nerve-Racking,of any I ever made”~I have not
begun to amply aescribe the Slides,S¥ids,Twists, jumps,of that infernal MasHz

chine on that Ten Mile trip.Our Memories of Clark are very Comforting.-

We now closed one of our most Fruitfulland Happy Fatorates.-
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In every move we had made in our Minlstry we had fel some degree of advance-
ment.-Were closing in some respects the finest Pastorate todate.~-In those
days Methodist Ministers weieigypnosed to dominate- the making of their Ap-
pointments,but subjected themselves to the judgment and Authority of the -
Aprolnting Powers,The Presiding Bishop,and Cablinet.The only protectlon our
Meﬁ had,for theﬁselves and their Dependant Families,was the honesty and-Falr
sss of the appolnting Powers.- That year I went to Con.as usual.fad a good
report,but it proved to be one of those unfortunate years,that somstlimes

come,when Appointments of a certain CGrade denot oven.Thousands of Methodist

Minlsters have suffered from that.If up for a move,no Place of his CGrade orm.:
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work.Gede-aetjggch year at Clark had been good,but Men of our Grade were ¥B
not moving that year.-And we were the Goat.-Then to Complicate the matter on
Friday,as I remember there came a telegram from Clark calling me home for a
funeral on Sunday.l tried to turn 1t down,but they kept alfter me.The'Subject
& Leading man of the community as well as the church.The Wife and Famlly re-
fused to have any one else.l was thelr Pastor,they wanted Dibble.Finally Two
or Three Men from the Clark church appeared at Cen.and were very authorlitlive
For reasons which they gave,that Family must not be offended,I must go,and
finally consented and did so.Was not in Con.to look after my lnterests.
Dr.Dobson,Supg.of Huron Dis.took advantage of my unprotected absence to ¥
work off a Problem that had develloped on his Dis.and that he had helped to
produce.~Howard,with another Town church of equal stréngth with a falr Par-
sonage ,had constituted a Fair County-Seat Charge.Not as good as Parker or
Clark,but tollerable.Dr.Dobson had .succeeded in dividing that good charge 1m
to Two charges,each of the towns heading a charge, and had succeeded in
getting us appointed to Howard.-Monday A,M. we had not heard our Apvointment )
yet,I was helping my Wife with her washing,l remember was on the Lawn when
a Zrother Pastor in passing our Home to his own Charge had been asked to Him
Stop and inform us.It came out later that Cr.Dobson had given the Cabinet to
understand that 1t would be agreeable to us to take the Mutilated Charge of
Howard.and had gotten usAppointed to that Flace.-Mrs.Dibble and I were Zis-
appolnted but felt that no one was f%t;ényﬁway Howard- would make a falr
Charze.So we packed up and moved to Howard where we were doomed to the worst
conditlon we had ever known.We found the Charge in the Throes of a Revolu-
tlon.The division of the Charge was not the only bad thing that had happened=
Cn the Howard Cfflclal Board were Three Cronle Men who dominated the
church.I said there was a quite tolsrable Parsonage near the church,but one
of these Three Men with hﬁgtﬁéd decided they wanted the Parsonage for their
Famlly Home,and these Three Men had Bull-dozed the gsale of the Church home
to that Traitorious group,who had gone down on the Alley Just back of the
Hotel,and bought for less an abandoned house,that was not in use,Just Ten Xi

__Feet from a stinking Hog pen with a droyé?ﬁ?}ﬁé nogs in it
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Just Ten feet from our door,we measured it.-There was not a Storm door,nor

Window.-The house was loose and open,We.placed stoves in every~-room,used.
Suffered intensely from Cold all Winter.The Floors had b;g eracks in them,aq
and were so warped we stumbled over them when walking upon theg,-Tbose Three"q;
Men had ravished the Parsonage and Dr.Dobson had destroyed the church.I neve
knew another cage to compare with the utter degtruction of ‘a good Charge as
this.~There was a School-House Elght Mlles quth of Howard,that Dr.Dobson
without any consultation with the Neighborhood Feople,had selected as the
Out Appointment for the Howard Circult.There a Couple Fami%ies of indifferen
Methodista who had had no part in the church for years,;iving in this Com-
munlty,These would be our Sole support.l was willing to go there each P.M.

according to the Good Drs.’ Plans.Reme@bering our fine victory in the Logan

. Valley,Il dreamed thet might Dbe Duplicated hers.My First Sunday,there were

s

a mere Eandfull,of People who acted strangely and out of Place.-I left and

Appointment for next Sunday P.M.and urged the FPeople to Spread the Agncunce—

ment and see that the room was warmed.Next Sunday there were a fewmore Peo-
ple.There was a lilttle Faper fire in the stove.FPeople were sitting in their

wraps,But I had the feeling that something was brewlng.ind conducted the

-

beat possible_sgrvice,under the prevalling cond;tions,aq qu;ckly as I was
Thro a Bombastlc type of man came forward and Addressed himslf coldly to me.
He said muech I would not care to repeat,even though I have forgotien ;ﬁ.Eut
he told me plainly that thé Communlty didnot want services ,would not sup=-
port Services,had not been ccnsultgd regarding services,and Furthermore the
Cnairman of the School-Beard had informed them that the S.Hiyas not to be

used as a Church,after to—day."lf you come next Sunday,Mr.Preacher,You will
find the building locked and the key in this Man's Pocket

By this time we had teen hearing direfull things from good Members of the
Eoward Church,in relation to Dr.Dobsons splitting of the Charge,and the
Rape of the Parsonage by the Three Bosses.-But we were there,there offered
ne relief,we must Brave i1t out and make the best of 1t.The church was 1in a
Furore.-One day,2 little later Two Men,Intimate Conference Friends of mlne,
Each of whom had served a term as Dig.Supt,came clear to Howard to see us
They had heard of the terrible condition there,and, cut of thelr Friendship
for us,and wishing to see for themselves the destrutlon of a good Charge
made the trip.Ilt proved a Life Saver tc us.-These Men both knew of the paat
tollerable condition of the Clrcuit.-They were Con,Leaders,Well and Favorab¥
known there,made a Thorough investigation.I took them out to the People that
Dr.Dobson tad made responsible for services in the 2.H.Those People had not

changed thelr attitude of opposition,When Notson and Harkness left they
Assured My Wife and Myself that this condition would not last long.
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They at once laid siege to the Bishop ,who lived in Omaha,and had Episcopal

Controll of the "Worth-Nebrasks " Con.BISHOP NEULSEN- -

We Calked up cracks,ws Set-up more stoves,we shovelled more coal,we ﬁiled on
more blankets,We dug deeper into the savings from our recent Pastorates.I (
tried ﬁo comfort the famlly with the agsurance that Winter would soon pass,
and it would at least be warm.-I well remember the Spirit and Attitude OFf

My Sweet Glrl Acroas the Alsle".She didno% complaln,nor borrow Trouble once.
As the Pastor's Wife it was her place to 3weetly make the best possible out
of the conditions.She dld say that she feared when the Pig-pen thawed out

in ihe Spring that the Awful Stink would be greater.And another Winter would
be'cdmiﬁg.l Assured her that i would sSee to 1t that she should not be asked
to spend another Winter~in that house.lI was considéring in my mind the rent-
ing of a Decent Home in the Spring,but for the life of me I could not fig-
ure out wheré'Money for Rent would come from.We were being pald a very scant
Ziving.-But managed by using our Savings to get thro without Debts.i doubt
1f there was another Pastor's Wifse,with Tour Euskie boys,whe could,or would
have done so.-5pring was approaching in its slow South-Dakota way,but hope
rising,somewhat,when one After-ncon,while the older boys were 1in school,and
Hettie at the L.A.S.meeting,and I alone with the Smaller boys,there came a
long,determined ring of the Phone.lLong “istance,from Bishop Neulsen from
Omaha-Would we Transfer ito the "North Nebraska Con.and accept the Appoint-
ment"to Plainview"-Bran new Church will be dedicated next Sunday,You should
be on the Field for the Sunday following.Fine Parsonage &c.ic.-Letter Follow
Yes,We will go.- 'Letter stated how the Methodist Church,because of its
Ardent Temperance Activities had been burned and completely destroyed by the
Saloon crowd.A fine Reslidence had been bougﬁt for a Parscnage,a new church
bullt,te be dedicateq next Sunday,pbut the Minlster in Charge was just there
for the rebuilding task,wlth the_defiqite promigse of rellef when church com-
pleted.That time had arrived.We would have the Flrst use,of mhat proved to
be the finest Church bullding we 'had ever served,with one of Targest and
Choicest Congregations.Plainview was Heaven compared with Zoward.-The faqt s}

of thisg new FProperty testified to the loyalty and congregatlon of that fins
Group_of-gonsecr&tgg Christian Feorlse.tlettle had gone to her home for a
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a- short visit,taking Clifford an& Rolland with her,While Robert,Paul and I

rushed the packing.We found the fine House in Plainview empty and waiting.
The Baptlist Church property was directly across the St.from our Parsonage. B

was a a Bach,the Pastor Patterson,I mean,living alone in a many Rooméﬁ
house.-When Eettlie and %Ez~a?ys came there was anxlety,Clifford had been
sick upon the trip.We gotﬁfo bed.He had a high fever,anc showed seriocus
sickness.We called the Dr.who was very kind and thoughtfull.He finally said
"I.think the boy has Scarlett-Fever,which calls for a quarantine of 35

days for each case.I willl decide in the Morning,in the meantime you had
better get ready to move,unless you prefer to be Quarentined in with the
Family.He suggested a room at the Baptist Fome in Case.l had better see Mr.
Patterson,which I did,We might have a room for as long as needed.Eetile and
I didnot sleep much that night.We were happy that we were out of the dld
Howard Parsonage.-wWell,I will be brief with this,Clifford had Scarlett-
Fever,-We moved what we would need for living into the Baptist house,where
Robgrt,Paul and I transfered ourselves for 35 days.-It was just a Normal EX8
.Ca.se.-Hettie was abundantly able to care for him.-We were in plain sight

of the home.We had no Fhone so could not communicate that way.If during the
night I saw the lights 1In our house Flick on and off,that would be an
emergency.-She would stand in the door and converse with me out side.I

went there several tlmes a day.She Placed her order for needed thlngs where
I knew it was,and I would secure her neesded thlngs and place them on the
Back Peorch.Rolland was in the house witb Eettie,who kept him from Cliffords
room.We expected him to come down with the Fever,but geod fortune was on
our slde in that particular.He didnot take the disease.Hettle was happy in
spite of the untoward conditiqns.cliffqg came thro in Normal time and Con-
dition,Robert,Paul and I were comfortable in the Baptist home.A warm ;nti—
macy develloped between Bro.Patterson and myself.Ours was the leading church

in the little clty,much stronger than the Baptist.-
Well,35 days finally passed.The Authorities sald we might return to cur

home ,which we gladly d1d.0f Course Eettie had kept busy during those days,

and had our home about settled.-The work in the church was starting in fine
shape.I donot plan to say much about 1t.Just thig Decldedly the best Charge
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we had ever had.We received a most gracious Reception.Found one of the Highsa
" est Grade Congregatlions of our Minisiry.~-What about Howard?A good man Just
graduating from the Garrett Thedlogical Schooll,was secured as Pastor.
Bro.and Sister Minkler proved Just the People for the Foward church.They h&nf
always sald that the thing that woke up the Eoward church and saved it was
our leaving.There came & revolt against the domination by the Threc Bosses.
Cthers took hold.At once upon the comling of this fine,cultured Couple a new
Parsonage was erected 1in which the Minklers lived for Seven or more Years.-
Cther Appoi;tments were added to the strength of the Charge until Howard 1s
again,today one of the Strongest and most desirable appointments in the Con.
We had a beautiful Pastorate in Plainview,one of the very best of our Min-'
istry.-But I. was Homesick for mygood old,Dakota Con.I have never been con-
tented elmsewhere.,People actually wept when we left Flainview.-The opened
for our return and to & fine job.The People in Tynaeall 3.Dak.were left with-
out a Pastor,while The Dis,.Supt.found a man whom he belleved might lead the
church in the bullding of a parsonage that it was ready and wishing to
build.They already had a very fine church,not very old.-We remained in
Plainview the rest of the year in which we went there,was returned ati Con.
time and continued until February of the next Winter,when,one day,Dr.w.3.
Shepherd,Supt.of the S.F.Dis.upon which Tyndall was located,came clear to
Plainview to see us.He was imbued with the thought that we were the Folks to
.put the Tyndall Parsonage Project over.As 1t proved we were.He urged us 1o
the best to return to our Con.and come to Tyndall,and that being qulte 1n
line with my inclinatlons we decided to do so,if he would get us Transfered
back.Property Improvement was always my key task,I could build,and Improve,
and loved the work.Bishop Neulson said "If Bro.Dibble wishes to return-to )2
hisCon.he shall do so,so as Spring was approaching we found ourselves moving
back to our good South-Dakota.-The church received us cordially,we moved in-
to the o0ld Parsonsage,but aiggge never known a éhurch to be more unite@ly
set upon & new Project than church on a Parsonage.l was at once glven to
¥now thnat was my task,and they were ready to help,aﬁd did royally wlth

Money,time and interest.-ithin a Week from our arrival we had aanfficial
Board Meeting at the parsonage where ﬁbe Iinitizl plans were made.The People
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took the attitude that as this new building was tc be the home of the Pastoy

the Pastgr's Folks should plan 1t.-For sometime Hettle and I worked Night ¥A

and day.upon plans.-We secured Three distinct Books of House Plans,and from

_these framed up what has been recognized as one of the finest Precher's

homes in the Dakota Con.A beautiful structure.-It happened that the Church
property in Tyndall i1s located at just the tead of Maln St.and within the
Fire Limit.There could be no@® structure erected there with wood exposure.
I was acquainted with a Concrete Block maker in Hawarden Iowa,who special-~
lzed 15 Concrete houses.,He would take your Plans and make you Blocks for
that building.Eacﬁ Block had its place in the Wall.I went to Hawarden ,met
this Man,we worked the matter out,he assureﬂ(me our Blocks would be on our
ground within a short time.-We at once began getting ready for our Pro- '
jeet.The o0ld house stood upon the site chosén for the new House.A férmef
was ready té buy it and move 1t right away.-There was in the church a large
not mueh used Gymnasium room,the Pastor's Fecple would move in there for
the Summer.While down by the Parsonage was erected a good,out side shed
building #n which we would cook and eat,and do the coarser work of the home,
s0 that type of work was not taken into the church.We lived and slept in
the church all Summer,and were perfectly comfortable and I think never more
hapﬁy.Something tangeable wag belng achieved.-We found our good Bullders ard
before long those Blocks began. to take on the form of a residence.The Gables
were erected of Pressed brick,and with the Grsen Slate Roof blended and made
a most attractive bullding.-The lower Woodwork was all done with Cak and
Hard-wood=The house when completed was absclutely Modern,Bath,Ho;water &C.
As I have said it was an exceediﬁgly busy,but happy Summer.We had done some
thing that has for years blessed the Con.and is still blessing.
I felt that my work in Tyndall was done,Mur relations with the church were
fine and agreeable.The Pecple were 1£king our return,and expected we would
desire to live in the new Parsonage,but I felt there was nothing for me to
do there.-Dr.Rosenbérry,the Man of whom I have spoken as following us to
Yankton,héd become Supt.of the S.F.Dis.He was an agzressive man,with his eys

open for opportunities to build of do something for the Xingdom.There were
Two Methodist churches in S.F.First Church,on the West Zide ,and what ls now
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"WESLEY"on the EZast side ,but then known as the “EAST-3IDE"-If Churches do-
not advance they Retrograde,go backward.They cannot long Stand still."Eagt-
Side" was standing stil.-It lacked builders.The People werée of a type.

They needed Aggressive Leadershlip.Pcssible he was mistaken ,but Dr.Rosenbery
gave us credit for being that type,he beleved we might start "Zast-3ide"
Urged us to go there,and I was ready,glad to try ay Eand at that new church
_And encouraged by the Abnormal Ease and success of the Tyndall Parsonage 1

was ready to tackle any thing.-So accepted Dr.Rosenberry'’'s urgent invitation

-WE MOVE TO THE EAS
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May I say right here we had a happy,gocd year on the Eagt-side.-No untow-
ard thing happened.Fine,appreclative congregationstnA very conservative
-Group.But;I gqt along i?i% nicely.The East Side was somewhat under the S@ggw
of First Church,but I found no trogble in hoiding our Peorle,which we did
thro-out the year.-The Methodist Pocket and Money in 3.F.was largely in the
Pockets of First churcn.The larger Business Men were on the West side,and fp
tor Years there had been an ambition to zet on the West side.That was where
Soctety led.-We had a very fine Modern Parsonage,but the church was old.

As goon as I could hold the ear of the church Peoplie I began to talk new
building,Largely that brought a goldness into the meesting.-I found a fear.
They were arrald they mizht be trapped into a great debt,and had no apretite
to risk 1t.-Finally they put it up to me.They came to this Cfficiai declsion
If I would secure $T7oco.~of what they belleved werse reiiable Subscriptlions
they wouid consider the new bullding.That challsnge plunged me into the hard
est Summers work of my life.-I tramped and begged,day after day,some days
I would dig out a geood 3ub.or more,o;her days not enough to pay for the AT
I wore out.But I saw it thro to Con.3ut I had gone beyond my Soal 37000,
Sut I was an exhausied man.Il have always believed,and my good Wife felt sure
1t was true,I came very near to completely knocking myself out that year.
Dr.Rosenberry felt 1t and said I must not remaln on the East side,altho
the demand for our return was urgent.-; worked on that enterp?iza so tre-

mendiously that there came with the victory a complete reyulsion Ef the
whole thing.l remember saying to Dr.Rosenberry'Any where but here -
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He was sympathetlc.Sald we had done a great work there-that he had a Place

for us that we would love,Wa 1eft the East-3ide 1n the heatisst Spirit of
Good-Will and barmony.-Dr.Rosenberry said he had a man for the East side
whom he believed would carry the Church Enterprise thro to completion.
Bppther W.H.Deller,who came and carried thro to completion one of ihe mosat )

beavtiful churches in the Dakota Con.-
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"Onward Christian Soldiers
Marchling as to War,

With the Cross of Jesus -
Goilng on Before."
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Thias was one of the happiest moves we aver made,and proved to be one of the
Buslest and most Frultfull of of all our Minigtry.A great_task and Victory
awalted us.-We found in Beresford one of the Raggedest,Dishevelled,Smashed
up Property we had ever come to.An Acre of 0ld Pioneer bulldings,in the most
Disreptible éondition.-To Add to the Disorder not long before a Cyclone had
destroyed the old church,whlch had ﬁeen patched up and wag still being used.
Bro.Ww.0.Redfield our Predecessor,héd been there several yvears,Was a sort of
Farmer Preacher,Had kept Stock,Horsés and Cows,had fenced in the Parsonage
lawn for a Cowyard.-dh,That Ramshackle condition of that Lord's Eome.

But Mlracles are ready for realization.A new Class was forming.A Group of
Young Buslness Men were waking up,All good,ardent Methodisté,taking hold of
th}ngé in the church.Hal Sturgis-The.Town Paper OwneruEditor,Harry Lemon,
Propri%or of the Cities fine large General ﬂprtmnt Store.-Marvid and John
Carlson,Implemenﬁ and Aﬁto Dealers,and veritable Eustlers,Johnie Ontlies,
the Rustling Banker,-Gerry Mullenburg,The Wlde awake 6reamery Man,-Will and
Fred Thompson,Acéive Bullders and Contractors,-br.Hanson,Leading Physiclan,
We#ter Smith,Leading Groceryman,and'some otheré,less promineﬁt but ag efflec-
.ieﬁt.I found that the Businessa, the Hustle and most of the Money of the town
were Methodists,and in oué church.But,the church so run down that 1t wasg &z
We set ourselves to reorganization.Begéﬁ with our 0fficlal éoard,and in a
. short time had succeeded in bullding up an Wide awake,aétive Board of I6

Prominent men of leading affairs in the town.They came to be dubbed the
Great Six-teen'They went thro -ith us in Four Years of actlve Construction.
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That Group of 16 Men became tne most efficient,active,interested Church

Board,we ever had.They made that church their united Job.
Of course I had a new church in mind,and was shaping up for it.The L.A.S.
had been permitted to lapse,and I would not start a Church enterprlise with
the Women unorganized.I called the Women together,and found them ag Wide-a-
wake and interested in the church Activities as the men,Thelr Husbands.We
qﬁickly organized ,what became one of the Leading L.A.S.of the Dakota Con.
What that little group of consecrated Women accomplished during the next few
years would rank with Miracles.-When we came to it the Church was small in
Membership,I remember just 8o Members,Men;Women and children,but by all odds
the most Peppy,efficlent group I ever worked with.-There was not a "Cheap-
John"Among them.They agreed they musti have the best.-
I shall not forget the meeiing in which we definitely decided to erect the
church. Cur"I6" with ﬁhe Ladies Aid leaders were present.They put’ this Prop-
osltlon bef&re me,"We lntend to Build an entire new Church equipment.
this old stuff must come off this corner.-It probably would not be wise to
;nder take at the same time,Two buildings,but we agreed later that that was
the one mlstake we made,that we d4id not.In that meetingsd they told me e
will leave the matter as to which shall be built First,Church or Parsonage"
I said I am ready to answer that Question,Lets have the'Church First.That
pleased the."I6"-What shall we do?We want the new church right here where
the 0ld one s*ands.That was digscussed,sell the old,have it moved off,go to
some hall as a place of Worship.That did ndﬁ qulte suit that Zroup of Bus-
ingess It would take all Summer to build the Church.When Werter 3mith sald
almost on the Side,"So-30 spokgome other day,5e owns that Fifty Foot Lot
lieing along our North line,between us and the Water Tower,He is anxious to
sell,tired of the City Taxes,will sell for a Song,Let's buy 1t,we lack room
move old church upon it,where we can worship while building,then sell 1%,
That almost Playfull suggestlon took fire at once.A Com.to see Lot owner at‘
once was raised.All that took Place,and Site for new church Ample and
clean soon prepared.Before we closed that meeting,Harry Lemon with the

Unanimous "AMEN"of the entire Group said,"Mow,Ero.Dibble.we want a Church on’
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this Corner and not a Shanty.-It happened that First Church 3.F.was then

building,as the East side scon was also,Cver a little way from Beresford
in the town of Irene a beautiful new church was under construction.Some of
>ur Men and myself drove to Ifene and investigated the new structure thers.
Our Men were greatly pleased and sald we want that tyﬁe of Structure,Lets se
cure their Architect John(ggﬁﬁpfﬁfuiof S.F.vhich we did.Be came to Beresford
and planned with us our new building.l remember he said when leaving "I will
plan Beresford a Baby First Church”wkeich he did,Cur church was an almost
complete image of the New Flrst Church.-Cur newly organized L.A.5.had al-
ready Pledged 3I0C0,toward the new church.That sounded good for a new So-
clety,but I saw 1t was not,%erolc enough ,they must come down deeper,in my
mind I fixed them for énotﬁe; $I000.~. These were thorough Business Men I was.
working with and they insisted that our Business be done.according to Busi-
neas Princlples.We started our Project,had that beautiful basement ready
when we decided to have a day for planning and Inspiration We will get
Bishop Luccock to come and plan ﬁith us.That we did,Cur Ladles in about thek
.First Tunction put on a great Banguet in the apaclious room of the Ga}‘son
Impliment House,Crowds thronged us.-Cne maln thing for that meeting was tﬁe
lining up of our Financlal Management of the enterprise.I had asked all Mem-
bers of the Ald Socieiy to be present as I wished to meet them.As I was
moving about I heard one leadlng Woman say to another'I wonder what the
Preacher wants of us Women,If more Money,we will give-him tc see that no
more until this Pledge is paid".That did not sound good for my added $IC00.
But the Women assembled in fine. form.But I saw thelr bristles were up.i had ,
taken Bishop Luccock in with me.He undes tood perfectly the situatlion and the
purpcse of the meeting.The Bishop made a fine speech on the Subject:of the
Heroism of ordinary achlevement.He showed those good Women that all success
calls for the heroic action.He captured the Jomen and within Thirty Minutes
we had them signed up for thelr Second 3Icco.-Before that entire bullding
Project,Church and Parsonage had ended ,that band of herolc Women had actu-
aly raised and paid into the church $5000.- In the meantlme that day the

Men were being Just as herolc.In consultation with Ehe banker this plan was
formulated and worked thro te the completion-Those Sixteen men each asgumed
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a pledge of $5c0.-to be to the bank regularly és.the ¥ofk continued.Not one
man fell down upon the plan.That secured our Building Money.Every Sat.nlight
every Worlkman,and all dealers met Johnie Ontjes ,our Banker Paying Teller,
and recleved thelr Weekly due.-That was one of ﬁhe finest systems I have eve (
known.-0f course those men all paid more than the 35500.-No man of the "I&"
pald less than 3IC00.several paid 3I200.-0n the day of dedicatlion more than
enough was provided for to meet all our cbligations.-We had a sale and a
farmer bought the old church for $3co.--during the Winter he and his hired
man tore it-down,sorted the lumber,which when neatly piled made a verltable
Lumber Yard.One day as Harry Lemon was passing our Flace he said to me Bro.
Dibble right there we made our tragic mistake of the entire Project for
$300.we let that farmer have over $20c0.worth of good lumbet;Now we are
racing a new parsonage,vwhich they bullt,a fine home,within the next Five
Years,that lumber would go a long way toward bullding the new siructure.
This was the year of I9I4,just on the Eve of the First World War.But we gai
our enterprize safely over before the Flnancial crash came .Cur pledges were
payable in Three distinct Annual Payments.l remained with the new church
Three years,making my pastorate with the church Four Years.EBeautliful Years.
Brother One Armed Frank Thompson and I were made Collecting Stewards of the
Building Pledges.Zach year every one owing was seen,and practlcally all paig
when we left there in I9I7 the Pledges were practically all collected and
the bullding loans at the bank all paid.-It was one of the.finest and cleana
Projects I had ever been associated with.-Between the church and ourgelves -
'were the warmest and most intimate relations.l judge that so far as the chur
was concerned we might have continued there indefinitely,but again my Job
is done,Church perfectly organlzed ,rebullt and paid‘fyr,and my good Bro.

Jimmie Harkness,Supt.of the Huron Dis.has a job walting for us so at the Cor
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A new Charge,to us now upon the great Prairie of the "JIM RIVER VaALLEY",

One of the best organized and active Churches we nad sver moved to.I will

s -
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Alpena at that time had strong,active Methodist church.-They had a good,XiIR

quite new Church bulldling,whlch recently burned,with a new one now 1in use,
The Parsonage was a goo&-building,but not Modern.There lay our tasak,and we
~Pplled ourselves to it and won.-The First great World war was on,and of
course we felt 1is power and demands.-Alpena was a German Community. which
multiplied our relations somewhat,but we had a beautlful ,harmonious Pastoras
;;ﬂ'ﬁgég%g.-Robert had been in the War from the beginning,had been across,¥fX
while we .were there Paul graduated from the Mitchell Gollege.Clifford and .
Rolland were at home.-The good farmers out here found 1t difficult to find
men to do thelr harvests and threshing.We all helped.I shocked oats all thre
Cne day Two blg Farmer Bros.Members of our church,came to the Parsonage aﬁd
said "Do you know any thing about a J.I.Case Seperator,Bro.Dibble"? I as- -
gured them at one time I could have bullt an -J.I.Case SE¥eperator.Twenty
Miles %o Hurcn where they-had buight a new Case Thresbiﬁg out fit.They are
trying to start 1t,but the grain persisted in running over the Sleves into
the Straw Stack,Could I do any thing with 1t?Strange proposltion to put up
.to a Preacher.However ,I might remedy the trouble and save them a trip to
Furon.l went with them.After a little while of investigation we made the
proper adjustments and the machine was running perfectly.That little toumch
of Mechanical skill dild not hurt me a bit with that Farmer Community.l
plteched bundles to that machine for days.Well,a Short Cut,We remalned wlth
that good ‘church Two years and left our mark upon it in the Internal im-
provements of the Parsonage.We ralsed the building_from‘ﬁhe ground,Put in a
fine modern Basement,New Furnace,Water,a Cess Pool,outside,a complete Bath
equipment.All thilis called ror some changes in Stairs,Closets &c.Up stalrs,-
But we left the Alpena Parsonage-completely-Moderniéed.During our last
Weeks in Alpena Robert returned from the war where he had been Two and .One-
Half years.His mother and I took him to Eurcon,Twenty Miles,where he stocked
himself with a new equipment of Civilian clothes.-After nig Sraduation Paul
came home and was working with a Carpenter Crew.Wages were zood,Paul was HEM

Planning to go to Garreti that Fall for his Theological Course, which he did.

game with Paul 1 The Year should open at
Robert got work on the crew untiand S oSt S i s cotnee

[EY . M
State 091;358~B290k%§§3t0 which ne dog%gkggt%§nthe War.-which all took FPlacse
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Not on uaoe Cut ana rorm of his Clothes,aitho ,These are important.Much de-

pends upon wnat a Minister wears,and now he wears 1%,But this has more to do
wlith hia Activities.dow he preaches.-From the First Eour of my minigtry the4:
making and preaching of sermons were my major tasks.-I began my Ministry in
Dakota Ter.in the Autumn of I888.-There existed a very definite taste for a
certaln type of preaching,Then there was also the more generzl Methadist
Type.Methodist Preachers didnot Preach Like Baptists,Pres.or Congces.-

My First Years Ministry was to Three different Agricultural Congregations,.
who had been deprived of any preaching for some years.But,While that was swa
true 1 found those Farmers had quite decided preferences as to their preach-
ing.The Sermon musf be alive and earnest,and delivered without Manuscript.

I prepared my serméns wlth care.dWrote carefully,and fully my Cutiines.I was
blessed with & good memory and could retain much matter without Paper.During
the First Twenty Years of my Ministry I took practically no Faper in the
Pulpit.Every sermon carefully written,but its contents Commitied,until I
could stand and unhampered deliver Lit,in my mind,as I advanced, turning the
pages.-?ecple gald they liked my preaching.Until the very last years of my

Ministry I had Three regular Public Services each Week,The Sunday Morning
service,The Evening Service,and the Wednesday night Prayer-Meeting.l will
say,rlght here,that my Prayer-Meeting Talk recelved very carefull preper-
ation.I gave the entire Day ,each Week,to my Prayer-ieeting service.I always
maintained a good P.M.Audlence,many of the most thoughtfull Fsople of our
Congregatlions attending.Brocther Cotes,a gholarly,thotfull,County SUPT.of
Schaols,who never missed our Weekly P.M.services,sald once,so I heaqd him,

YWe gzet more Soul-Foaed from Bro. Dibble's P.M.Talks than from the Sermons we

hear".-Zvery P.M.Service was Clear-Cut.

I Digsliked to go asleep On Sunday Night until I had decided what I was %o
Preach about the next Lord's-Day.And I usually knew.-Cne-Ealf of Sermon {
making ls the Text aﬁd the Theme.-Monday I raked leaves,hoed garden,or whai- )
ever Home duties that presented,On Tuesday Morning,seldcem ever as late as

Eight O'Clock,I was in my Study for the entire i.M.-That was true for eacn



Succeeding day of the Week,zgziéggéé Saturday.~l‘seldom,except to my Sunday
P.M.S3ervice repeated a Sermon wilthout rewriting it.-For my Sﬁnday Afternoon
service I would select from the Two the one I felt %o be the most appropriag
- put mostly the A.M.Meséage.-l have been told many times that I was a Slave
to my Sermonic System.I probably was,but I never felt Subjected.Il loved 1t

I loved to make sermons and preach them.-And would now.

One Sad Aftefnoon,in the Eush of my Fome after my Beautiful Companion had
been taken from me,and I must surrender our home toO Strangers,and I must rid
1t of my Refuse,I stood before the Kichen Range and passed into its glowing
flames,over Eight-Hundred Sermons,and other Preperations,bpon which had gone
48 Prayer saturated Years of my life.-When Men ars Cremated their Ashes are
Preserved,i wished I might have preserved the ashes of that Bushell of my
Pefsﬁiriﬁg Brain effort over the period of a normal Life-time.

I came into my Ministry Illy Frepared for that Sacred Task,l musti make up B
the Sad lack with the hot-blood of Consecrated effort.-If I could relive my

» it.
life,I would Dedicate it to thls Sacred Work,but I would prepare myself fori
YSS WE ARE MCViNZE AGAIN. =
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Trls time back on the old Home Prairie,EGAN,-Our Family were Ploneers of théi

Moody~ County-Father was Egans Ploneer Preacher.-Charley and I had both work
ed at Egan.-4A quiet nice little town,wlth a good Methodist church.A practi-
cally new Church bullding and a quite new Modern Parsonage,FPerhaps the fines$
we ever had.-I was glad to get back on the old Przirie,and was glad to go to
Egan.-I was Uneasy,the little Dakota towns were wearing me down.A constant
ENANE Sameness,Sterotyped tasks,no real change,l was wearing out from 1t.
Altogether ﬁy fault,not that of the church that we only remained I% Years

in Egaﬁ.Had a flattering opportunity to go to the Beauty-Spot of Winter-
Park Florida,zccepted and went,at -the close of our Second Winter in Egan.We
had had no Trouble here,but 'I must go.-So0 the 5th.of Feb.I92I I preached for
the First time in our beautiful Winter-Park-Florida church.-I1 was a Member
of the St.Johna-River Con.-Everything about Winter-Park has beauty lnscribed
upen it.The People were Par-excellent,the Finest ever,but with Spring every

thing shut up,and the ‘people mostly Touristsiied back North,I disliked the
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South,was Homesick for my old Con.Dr.Mattison,Dis.Supt.of the S.F.Dis.said

Garretscn has no Pastor,would be happy if you care to take it".We did,

leaving Winger-FPark on Decoratlon Day,May 3o0.-

“~

We received a most cordlal Welcome in Garretson,and had a beautiful,Pas-
torate there.One day,as we closing our Second year in that Place Hettle's
CousinrJohqwgg%ghty came from White with the express Purpose of sgcuring our
. consent to go ﬁhere for the next year.we had put in a good,but they thought
unfinished Pastorate,when we listened to Dr.Dobson and went to Yankton,
"Gome back now and complete that Pastorate” I said "Oh,John I Don't want to
go back to that old Pioneer Property".He "Sald we plan to bulld.If you will
come,we will build a new church",I believed the rascal,we left a happy place
and wag appointed to White.When it all came out,John Doughty had been rankly
dishonest in his repfrisentations,The church resented any thought of bulld-
ing,had never authorized Cousin John to make such inducements.-But the whole
thing produced an unfortunate atmosphere.The People didnet blame us,they in-
si;ted that we had been taken in.-We had good apprecliative congregatlons.
During the Second year we were able to Modernize the Parsonage.Raiged the
quite large house from the ground,dug and built under it a modern 2asement.
Put the city water in the house,both on First Floor and in basement.3uilt an
expensive and modern Cess-Pool, just outside.Arranged for EZath-rocom,wiith Watie
Mains just below flicor.It all constituted a very fine,and clean job,which
coat the church just $Icco.So we felt we had accouplished something.Had a,gi
good Two Years pastorate.-Cur good old Friend Dr.C.E.Mattlson was urging us
back on his Distriet "If you will take Harriburg this year,something better
next year" We accepted nice little Harrisburg that year,when offered the
really good Appolntment of Hurley,with its fine new Parsonage,and Davis,Our
last Appoiniment and last Ministerial Move.,The Autumn of IS25.-%We were ap-
proaching our expected Retlrement because of age.»grved the Zear 1926 there,
returned at that Con.for another year served together untlil Aprll of IS27,
when I was called to Florida on Business.Zettlie had gone to spend the time
of my absence with the Slocums,in the Parsonage there,when oniday a peﬁgram

came to me “Hurry Home Eettle very sick"I came at conce.Bre.Wlll met me at
the Station."How 1s Hettle"?"Hettle is among the Angels,She passed away
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this Morning"-My sweet little Girl across the Aisle who had walked by my

side,helping to bear the burdans of a Dakota Bastorate,for Thirty-Six Years;
has gone to her eternal rest.And,OhThe Alsle seperating seems so wide. -
We had a beautiful gservice for her in the Yankton Church,which she had loﬁa
deeply.Dr.Jenkins,old Friend whom she and I had entertalned in our home Many
many times,conducted the service,and brought. a comforting message.-The fine
Choire of o our church,under the #lrection of its efficient leader,Prof.
E.ELCcll;ns provided the music.-Friends from the Yankton church acted as @K _
Pall-Bearers,Everybody was sympathetic,and did all they could for us.After
the Service ,which was atteﬁded by several Car-loads from our EHurley church,
Dr.Jenkins and I standing before her Casket,when he said"She was the best
Mother in the Conference,J.B."-We laid her to rest in the Yankton Cemetery.
It was a cold Spring day.Some slight Snow Flurries,as we Bade Good-By to owr
"Chubbie"-Cur "Sweet-heart"-For Thirty-six besutiful years my falthfull com-

bPanlon.lt wag an empiy House I went hack to in Hurley that April Eve.Thegi.g

.. Boys,with the exception of Paul in India,and Rolland,sick at Slocums,unable

to come home,and as I remember,Clifford who staid over the next day,when we
drove to Yankton and brought Rolland home.Clifford,then left for his work,
and Rolland and I were alone.-I shiver when I think of those long,sad and
lonely days.-But all that could be done for.our Loved one had been done.

I must face the future.Perhaps I made a mistake ,to have our regular sgervice
on Sunday, just Three days away.Dr.Collins thought we did.Hettle was a Member
of the Cholire,and her absence made 1t hard for them to function.-They were
arraid I would break in the service,but I had a Prayerfull Controll of my-
gelf and passed thro the service ﬁithout.Incident.-

Hettle and I had declded to make our Retlred home in Florida,I had gone down
and secure & beasutiful site,an& Rolland had gone down to work,and help get
things ready for our coming,but he had been taken sick and Placed under

Quarentine,that was the reason of me down there when his Mother was taken.I

.'“had pPlanned to bring Rolland home with me,but the Drs.cbjected,that he was

not well enocugh yet.My urgent call hurried me away.I left money for his Fare

go?i.ﬂgen hf rei;eved word of his Mother'as death,he prevailed on the hea?th
olks to raise a
Quarentinénand let him out,which they upwiSe1 did.
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He got to the Slocum Home in Yankton just as we were leaving for the Ser-

vices at the church.Rolland was not able to go.A Nurse volunteered to remain
with him,until,As I sald,Clifford and I went for him the next day.-

He and I put in the most of that Summer,when he secured a Position in the
Asylum for the Insane in Yankton,as Cuard of a Ward.Ee worked there as' I re-
member,about,or more than a year.-I continued my work,living alone in the
Parsonage.-I was kept so constantly busy with my work that I had no time to
think,or brood upon my Lonely condition.-It had not occured to me that the
Church People would want the old,alone.Man as their Pastor,and I was greatly
surprlsed when at the last Quarterly Con.of the Year ,Mrs.Schroedermeier,made
the Motlon that Bro.Dibble be returned as their Pastor for the coming year.
That Motlon carrled wilth almost tremendious faverable vote.lt seemed to me
the best thing I could do,stay right there,and keep busy.After Con.and I was
returned and graclously recileved ,My Sister Mrs.Andrew Whealey proposed that
we relieve the Slocums for the Winter of the care of our old Mother,who iNE
might come to my fine Modern home,when Andrew and Sarah would come,keep my
home,Which all beautiful Plan not only workad that Winter of I927-1928,but
the nex¥-also I928-1929,During the Spring of 1929 Mother was taken from

us and we lald her to rest by the side of her Life companion in the beautifd
Iuka Cemetery in Lincoln Nebraska.-Just the day that Mother died in the Hos-
pital in Yankton,Paul with his family arrived from Madras India where they
had been in Misslonary work for Five Years.The .next day they went with us to
Lincoln for Mother's burial.Came back and lived with me for some Weeks,when
they lel't for Chlcage where Paul entered the Chicago University.I was left
alone,but not for long.Some gracious Plans wers sha?ing which would relleve
we of my lonely condition,I hoped forever.-Cne of the leading and most act-
ive DMembers of our Hurley Church was Xiss.Zora Inez Polley,z2 beautiful
Malden Lady,living as companion to her aged Mother,Mrs.Daniel Folley.

South

They lived in thelr own home one Block of my Parsonage.Durilng the short wHIE i

while that Hettle had lived there an Unusual intimate friendship had grown

!
ur between these Elect Women,in some way so much alake.They were both very

expert Jeamstresses,and loved thelr needles.ouring He?tie's last Winter,Zora
had spent several Afternoons in our home sewing with hg;tie.
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$K : TWELVE HAPPY YEARS:-

g0t much Joy out or iiie,but Took ner Responsibilties geriously.l was al-
f_;ays lompressed witvn Zora's Conscientlousness,ana Splriv or Justice.She would '
ag once‘respon@ Lo The aérensa Or wnat sne Beiievea tne Rignt,and Jus‘n.

-fo Me sne very much resempiec Heutile,imn appearance and Personality.-
Perhaps that was the reason why during the few Months that Hettie lived in i;
Hurley;a close Intimacy Sprang up between those Elect Women. S
Grandma Polley was a very Superior Woman in her Intelligence,and Character;t

She. go much depended upon Zora,who had been her constant attendant and com-
panion since Daniel Polley her hnabandF was taken, that she came to accept
Zora's attentions and Care as Matters of Course,aé belonging to her,and she
assumed a Proprioctorship over ZOra;who Eelonged to her.She didnot object to
me,Fersenally,only as I was taking Zora from her.She told me "Any one whoX¥s
has ralsed as many Daughters as I have should have one for herself,and the
One she Prefers"-Which in this case was Zora as the cthers were Married,with

.’amiliea She sald "You are a Chicken-thief stealing my Girl",who was at that

time approaching Forty~Flve Years old.-
With Zora &nd me there was no Formal courtship we wers drawn together by

a Mutual Impulse.‘ was alone and neeced her greatly She had the natural im-
pulse of Womanhood ,and Longed for the home where sie would be tﬂe respectad
.Histreas.-Because of Grandma 8 attltuds we must not try to be Married in
Zora! s home.We azreed that Bro.W. P.Slocum then Pagtor of our church in
Yankton should conduct the Sacred Ceremony.-On Qctober 29~She and I would
drive to the Slocum home.-One day Mrs.Schroedermeier,Zora's Sister asked me
why'we‘q;drnpt'come to the SchroedermeierHoﬁe for the ceremony.To us that;gp_
was a ﬁéaveniy Suggestion,We accepted,and Zora's Sisters gave her a rsal
Wedding,to which all thelr Relatlives were invited,and to which the moat of
them accepted.A Beautiful Wedding dinner,not a mere lunch,waé provided and.n
s?ved by those Same good Sisters,and Ethel,their Sisterinlaw.-
Rey.and Mrs.S5locum came from Yankton for the Ceremony,and stayed at the Par-
soﬁage over night with Zora and Me.leta,Mrs.Hali,Zora's Wlidowed Sister would

stay with Crandama until better arrangements could be made.At the time Granda

-
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was outside the Pale of our immediate Influence.Our task was to thaw her
out,when we were ready to care for her.That time before long.Grandma was hua
zry for zora,when she found that her petulant obstlinacy would get her no-
where,she surrendered her Pride and Ylelded to our desire to assist her, 4
Grand Ea‘s Home was Just One short Block South of the Parscnagé.@randma in-~
glisted 13 maintaining her home,so the Mosther and Daughter Declded thils Plgb
Srandma would stay with us nights,eat Supper §nd Breakfast with us.Each-
Mo%}ng Zora would conduct her to her home and get her Fixed for the day,in
the late P.M.Zora would go for her and conduct her to our rtome for the night

That plan worked beautlifully until May 8:I955,In her own home,Where Zora #i
and I had lived One Year,Grand Ma Passed away.-She had Bequeathed the Town
Home to Zora,as well as Zora's share oé the Farm,which was divided Equaly
among the Flve Cnildren.-Aftér Grandma's death Zora and I lived by ourselves
in the old Famlly home.-The  Church kilndly perpetuated cur Pastorate for Ten
Years.Turing the year of IS34 my health brokke and I was compelled to quit
the Work,and in April we resigned the Pastorate,and Retired rrom the Active
Ministry,and Moved into Grandma's home,now Zora's.-Upcn our Marrliage I had
presented Zora with a new Iézg.Model Chevrolet Automoblle,as & Weading Gift.
This continued to pe our Famlly Car.Zora had never carea to learn to Drive,
but she Loved the Car and Develloped into a real Chevvie Fan.-

During the perioa of our Maried State,Twelve Years ,we made several qulée
extended Vacattlon and Tourest Trips.-We Touréd the Bl;F-Hills Twice.We
Spent one Vacatlon at Long Lake Wis.-Also one at Thayer Lake,on that trip we
with Pauls Circumnavigated Lake Mich.Around the Scuth side,Gary &c.Up the
entire East side to the Straits which we crossed with our car in the Steam
Ferry,then a Side trip to Sault-Ste-Marle-to View the Great Lockes where
the Lake Shipping 18 raised and lowered to a common levil.Then down the
Weat shore of Lake Mich.to our starting Poini,Rochelle-~Ill.a coumplete Cir-
cumnavigation of the Lake,Only by Chevvie.- Then Zora and I gave the World's
Fair in Chlcage,in I1933,an¥ extendedVisitation.-Zora loved these Auto trips. ™
Her last was made during the Summer of I940,Pauls had come to Hurley for us,

Roberts were to take us back to Huriey.-We visite ' at Pauls,in Rchelle,and
nad peen at Roberts,in Arlington-Helzhis,on Sunday,Oct .6 ,Rocerts took us to
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Rollands home in Galana,where we also met Pauls,the Three Families wer ob- -

serving my 8otn.Birth-day,which was due Tuesday Oct.8th.-Paul's Con.was in
Session in Freeport,hon,far from.Galena,at t&&.Con.PaULs received'tneir aAp-
Jpintmqnt to FQURTE ST.AURORA,where they still are.However,we found Pauls ‘at
Rollands.-Thef‘did justice to Grandpa's 8S8oth.-On Moncay,Roberta, Zcra'an& mny-
self left for our own good home in Hurley.Roberts remalned over Tuesaay,
helping me wicn some work, whan they reyurned to their nome.aThat Proved .to
be Zora' 8 last. Vacation trip.-We were settled in our own home,where we ‘werea.
always nappy.A Black Cioud was hanging over us,but we dldnot discern it“'*f
In December 1t became nqpessary Yor Zora to go to the Hospital inm Sioux- " .~
Falls,where it was discoversd shgageeply afrllcted with a deaaly Cancer.
Within the Ten days She took Two Major operations,and returned nome,but in
July was returnsed to the hoapital for another Major Operation.Arter thig
Third operation she declined quite rapldly untll Sunday High-Noon,Sept.2I,in
the home she Loved,and in the presence of Bros.and Sisners,and Famillies,

and a rew Frlends,Zer Pastoé and nis wife,and her Husband,closed her Eyes,

ancd Preclous one passed from us.-The World has been dark ever gincs tnat

Sapbath noon.-IZvery one in tnat Community Enew and Loved Zora.
On Wquggggx_QEJEE_A.M.Her Four Step-Sons,Ropert,rrom Arilngton-Eelignts,
Paul,from Aurora-IiL.-Ciiirora,irom Dallas ~Texas,-ana Roiland from |
Robbinsaaie-Minnesota,Tenderly liztea the Casket contalningher Precious
remalins,and conveyed 1t to the Church,or which she had been a aevoted Mem=-
ber all her Mature life,of which ror Filve bpeautiful Years she had been the
efflcient Wife of the Pastor,and rlacea it by the Alter,at which she had
knelt in Holy Communion meny,many times,and where for Two and One Half
Hour she Lay in Sitent ana reverent “WAIT",Gently guardea by holy Women
wito whom she had laporea for the church in Foly devotlon for years.-
At 2.50 une church was rilled to capaclty with People there to honor her
Sweet Hemorf.There were People there from nearly lIoo Mlies dlstant.

Zora had arranged tor her last Services,Slx Women ot the.Church,Sang,

Five of her Nephews,with Jimmle Slocum were selected as Pall Eearer,

Fer Pastor,The Rev.Albert E.Hocking brought a beautiful Memorial based




on tne appropriate 5cr1;23%é£%§?é§ “She ﬁééh Done what She Qould"

Ye 18%% her to rest im the beautlful City of God wnere'a_o many of her Loved
onas Lie,and with hérﬁwait the Magters final coming.- . ' Is
It»has,ﬁeen'& lonely World since Zofa went.-If conditions Favorea I would |

———

8Pend my last Days,amid the Scenes of our Hallowed!Fellowsnip.

ShefjDuckie"-11as By the side of “Chubble”,and some day not so- Distant T

——r

 Snal rest'-zﬂw.' - T T - - S Coe -

I feel that here ts the Place to Close "PRAIRIE NUGGETS—IF any of my Friends

have tne disposition to read ‘these simple Pages I hope Jou may derive asg\Awish

Pleasure from thair Perusal as I have in the Writing.,
THE END,
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