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broka down with Asthma,and was comperled to seek a warmer Climate.-First th§

they went to Oklahoma,he was better for a Couple of years,when the old -
trouble came again.The Dr.ordered another move.-This time they went into

Mo .Where he became free from his troublesome Ailment.-They got along nicely
down there.He did some preaching,and they were happy for years.A few Years
ago éhaflsy_passed'away.So far as I know Tollie 1s still living.She has a

couple of Children. :

Directly after we returned from North Dakota I worked thro Harves$ and

Ihreshing for Ike Thompson,a ¥eighvor of my People.-
Will ‘and I were fully determined to go to College.and made our plans to that
end.-The Sehool year was divided into Three Terms,or Sessions,FALL-WINTER
and SUMMER.-However the College year really began.with the "FALL-TERM"-

That was the time we planned to begin,about November FIRST.~
We would be a little late.There was to be an event of high interest take
place at our home,on Thanksgiving Day,and we must 2ll be tnere.-~The First
Wedding in our immediate Family was to take Place that day,Sarah;our oldeat
Sister was to Marry Andrew Whealy,a Young Widower with one Litiie pay,
‘Robbie.-Father would perform the Ceremony.-I will just Note Andrew Whealy ¥
was one of the very tinest of Men.He and Sarah lived on their beautirul
One-Halr Sectlion tarm,Eight Mlles West of Plandreau,Six Miles North of
Colman,and 5ix Miles straizht South of our home Place,and ralsed a large,
fine family ot children,all of whom are mature and have Families of thelr
own,- But,Xow,The Great Event is over,Will and I are Packed,The day follow
ing Father ls to take us to Brookings,I2 Miles for the Dakota Agricultural
College.- All that Transpired. ;
Thlis has been a WUGGET of importance to Wiil.and Me,Very vital decisions had
been made,Not simply the decision to attend School,but the yet untorseen
results of that Declision.- .

- :NUGGET PIVE:=
~=emc--f8opd}-m=-=—mmm===
"HURRAH,Por the . 0ld "D.A.G"=-
-==Fear Brother Wiﬂl and Me,-
The DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE,under i$s First Pamiliar name,but later the
SOUTH DAKOTA &c.but noW"THE DAKOTA STATE CQOLLEGE "is one of the very oldest

Institutions of Higher Learning in Sur State.-1 have not at my dispoasal the
exact Date of its Beginning,but baék in Territorial Days,scme Years before
South-Dakota was orgenized as a seperate State.-Will and I entered the Colzig
lege in I886,and it haa been Fuﬁctioning some Eears.ﬁad 300 Students,and a
strong ¥Faculiy.-"State College”Throout the éntira time of its existence has
been the most Popular and ﬁrominent Institution of Higher Education 1n the
State of éouth—Dakota;—-They have always maintained a highly Democratic Type i
of Teachers and Students.-Xearly all the Students have come from the Common

homes of the State.-Thousands of Young People have come to its Halls from

the Statze's greatest Inaustry the Farm.-But all Professions and Industrys
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Ir auy-one should ever take time to read this you will Please Remember it

1s written wholly from andf Old Man's Memory.-The Record of .these events are

in the mgin quite correct,but Memory may err sometimes.-This is prebably

s

© . about_as correct History of those times asg could be obtained.-~

When W1ll and I entered the "D.A.C."in the Fall of I886,there were-on the .
Campus Just Two Major bulldings,What came to be known as the"0ld Dorm",Then
_South on the Campus,housing the "Girls Dormbtory" General Boarding,or Eating
Hall.If my Memory serves me correctly the Domestic training was carried on

here.=Then old "Gentrall Hall",stood somewhat Aloof, just North.-

The Lower Rooms'provided the Recltatlon Department of the Instlitution .Ali
Classes were conducted here~The Upper Stc1§ wag taken over with the Boy's
Dormitory.-I remember distinctly that while Will.and I were ‘thers One

t
Hundred boys,or Young Men they were,had lodging in the "GOAT-PASURE"-

That great bare floor was divided into Coops,or stalls,each to accommodate
Six Fellows.-The Partitons 4id not extend up to the Celllng,but Just a 11t
tle higher than the.cheap Bedateads.A fellow so inclined,and some time he

:as,could throw a pillow,or any other object over the Partitlions to the
extreme side or end of the entire building,Fifty feet or more.-

But,in those Coops we sat and Studled.If one applied himself too closely a
pillow would probably land in his midst.-Each Six were expected to keep thed
Coop in respectable condition.-Thro-cut the First several Years ,1£ is safe
to say,the most highly Loved and respected Male member of the Faculty was
Prof.Robt.¥.Xerr.Prof.Kerr had spent many Years in Japan in Mlssionary and
Governmental work.Japan had not shot at 01d Glory at that time and wag not
so well known by the most of People as now.,I remember how a Group of Fellows
would gather about the Prof,in the Hallg,Upon the steps,anywhere,and listen
to his highly interesting and instructive talks upon Japan.

Well,Prof.Xerr (WE%schthea.tE}%%?y%tor of the "Ram-Pasture"when Will and I went
there.At about Nine O'Clock A.M}%he~?rof.would tap on each doo#,which he
would open,and greet each Coop,seperately,but with the same Words,

B300D MORNING,YOUNG GENTLEMEN"-Always just that.-Altho on Saturday the good

Prof.found practically every Fellow at his table busy with his studied .
This happened because each Sat.Morn.a boy was posted at the end of Haljand



—=48ew -
when the good Prof.emerged below, this Fellow hurried down the hall tapping

gently at each door,warning for quiet and Order.~I shall not undertake to de
sc¢ribe some of the happeningas of the Ram-Pasture.Remember there- were Ioo
Red Blooded Fellows cooped in those Pens,and thay.ﬂﬁ%ﬂaés well been in one
great room.-3ut out of that Ram-Pasture came some bright and Thorough Men.
Men who have made their way to prominence in the Professions, the Industries
the Puture Politics of the State.- - - - -
May I say this,I shall wrlte here Just of my own experiences.I am not wris
ting a history of State College.Il am not qualified to do that.- o
Will and I were kindly ﬁccepted in the Gollege,andﬁé?gﬁsoon agsigned to our
Classes.-I wish to say‘we found 1t qulte easy to get hold of our woikk and
proved no greener than the RaR-File of the Students of our Grade,-
I do remember the Institution had just One Seniorhwhen-we went there,;
MERTON ALDRIC§5,~Who had come to the Instltution aiready started.The College
was not old enough yet tO"de?bllop a Senlor Class,and Mert Aldrich was
graduated alone at Gcmmencem;nt Time.- You wlll probably see more concerning

tﬁe Aldrich Family later.- Grant Houston was a Farm boy who had come 1lnto tha

p—

College from out near Huron.-He was assigned to our Coop,and there quickly
sprang up between Grant and me a very Intimate Friendshlp which has lasted
throughoﬁt our entlre Mature llives to date.-CGrant 1s Two Years younger than
I.-He completed the Course at D.A.C.-Went to Chicago took a Medical Course,
Inherited an older Bros.Practlice and Office in Joliet-Ill-where his entire
Professional life has been spent.He married,and they have- gathered about XK
them a beautiful home in the City of Jollet,as well as other Property.

Grant is very decreplid,more sco than I.We exchange Vislts gquite often.
Well,to return,Grant Houston roomed with Will and Me 1n the Ram-Pasture.
We secured our meals at the Dihing Room in the Girls Dorm.-
A Tew Monfhs after we entered the College there came speclal Opportunlties
for work.The Classes were gathered and dismissed by the tapping of the bell
rung from the basement of ©ld Centrall.-Every Hour or oftener during the Day
the bell must be rung.Then at other periods,as RISING,LIGHTS-0UT,&c.The Bell

Ringer had a fine Job,and 1t fell to my Bro.will.-Five Minutes before the.

S



time for Cla | : ;:”%2::
ss Will was expected to pass out and ring the bell .-He did that
all the rest of the time he was there.-Of Course all that has been done for'”
many Years Electrigllym-It happened that at that-time those in Authority |
awanted‘Tﬁc Young Men to care for the Recitaﬁion building with ita -halls,
Grant Houston ahd I secufed.the work,which pald very weil,carfied some re-
sponsibility.-There Qas fitted up a very pleasant room in the basemen
the Belleringer The Hall Attendants,and a.Ybung-man having some responsi~ .._.___.
bility at the Barns with the Stock.-nemember this Institution hag from the
Filrat Specialized in Blcocoded and High-Grade Stock.-Horsess,Cattle,Swine and i
- Poultry #c.;So when Wiii,Grént and I moved inte our very fine room in the |
basement which waa furnished up without cost to us,Doc Bronson,The Stock
Boy of whom 1 juét spbke,moved in with us.-That room became our home.-As I
remember the;e'was One “Fiy in therbihtment",thé room became a reireat,a
loafling ?lace fof the Boys from the Ram-Pasture,in the same bullding.-
Fellows would take libertlies there they would not in the other rooms,which
.Here more closely guarded .-we scon found that it would be up to us,to keep
order,that the Authoritles held us responsible.-de wished to maintalin the
Good~-Will of the Fellows,and needed ‘to be carefull of our treatment of them.
I do remembeé that became a real Problem.-Boys filled the room.- Grant's
and my work began at Foﬁr 0'Clock when the classes were thro.-Open the Win-'
dows;pick up the many papers,Swaep,arrange the furniture,Do whatever needed
to be done.-Be good Janltors.-For the Dusting Frocess Grant and I opened
the Transoms,walked thro the Alsle,and flaunted the Dusters thro the open
Transoms.-In the group of Reciltatlon Halls was that of Mathematics.Good old
Proszilley was the Professor in charge.-He was a real sitter,take his seat

at the beginning of the Session sit Mobile until the end.-One Mathematical

Class,Ari%metic Algebra %o Would come 1n and out all day,each class using

the Black Board with a liberal amount of Chalk.Chalk produced Dust,Profa

Lilley,asa kindly man would be buried in Chalk-dust each day.- Shaking our

clotims thro the Transom didnot satisfy Professor 1illey.~-1% became 2 Staple

ntle-
with Grant and Me}Did you forget to dust my room this Morning,Young Ge

; : atical
men" ?2-0f course we assured him we were trying our best,but the Mathem
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Department was recalitrant and Tifficult to manage.-Prof.Lilley was our

Problem,he aeeﬁed to really think hls room should be kept clean.
At the College at thét time were Two or'Three Lady Teachers and Leaders
whom we all loved,for Instancé Carrle Daniels.Mlss. Dgniels was in charge__' (
of the ﬁRGLISH DPRTMNT,She was a good thorouEh teacher,but that was not whf.
ve all loved her.She fook such a fine sincere interest In us &ll.,Eapecially

religiouslyx-She had a great influence over the Boys.~I am sure that Carrlie

anlels had more to do with Will's 8 and nyg Conversion than _any other immed-

iate PersonJ-Fellows agid "Miss Danilels makes me want to be a Christian”

I heard no one resenting her kindly,Tactfull approaches.-She was a Member
of the Presbyterilan church but she would go into other churches when the
Revivals were on and work with the Students-ﬂo doubt but that scores were
led to Ghrist by that beautifnl Christian Cultured qulte Young Woman.-

Cne otngr Popular Lady of the College of that time was Miss.Nelllie B.
Polaom,the-Preceptress.-MQEE:EEEESE-came to the College from New England
at about tﬁe time Will and I did.-She possesse#bne of the most attractive
Personalities I have ever known.-Just after P ; Grover Cleveland had

,E2gzlﬁd_ihe_nxhar_xgﬁigg_fide Popular Miss.Folsom,a Cousin of our Nellle

E.s8he came.But we did not need Mrs.Cleveland to attach our Miss.Kelllie to

us.The-Bayg ¢alled her "Peachie'out of respect for her,-
— e

She was Preceptres not one girl could leave the Institution without Miss.
Folsom' 8 '

's cbnsent.-Every Fellow wishing to take a glrl out must get her
consent,~-She dld that so beautlifully that we all loved her.- )

It was neayly a Mile down to Maln-Street ffom the Dormitory,long walk for
the girls at best.-One Third of that dlstance was out on the unbroken
Pralirle with no protection,upon an old;wooden Side-Walk a foot off the groud

Miss.Folsom tried to protect the girls in Inclement weather.-

One Saturday 1n approaching Fall,it was cold,Snow in the air,Cold wind had
blown all day,All during the Afternoon the Preceptress had been refusing the
girls permission to go to townw.-Toward night the wind ceased mostly,the
clouds were chasing each other off the Sky.-There was something Will and I
wished to take our Girls to.We called at Miss.Folsoms room and asked if Miss

Frmtma _and Miaa. Danchiv micht an_out for the Eve.After sghe had asked a few
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Questions She sald"We think It not fit for the Young Ladlss to be out.l have.
beén refusing the Young People all the ArternoonL-Where—Up-On Will the -
Plausable said "Why.Miss.Folsom 1t has cleared away,the wind has gone doﬁn A

e and 1t is really nice out"»“Oh Well, of course 1f that 1s true,if it has
Gleared off,and the wind gone down I would not object to the Young Ladies
going with you".-We got our Girls,took them to town spent the Evening,Final}
brought them home,and as Will and I were approaching our room we heard a
storm raging.Our room was packed wilth acrowd of Angry Boys.-When ws enterad
that Angry Mob became Vehement.*Such Favoritism they would not tolerate,
They would show that Peachie that she could not deny them and permit the
Dibbles.&c They all ascolded at once.They would sbow them.-Any-way we had
decelved “Peachie".-As a mattar of fact Will and I didnot intend to deceive,
the howling Wind had subslided,the sky was clearing,but it was growing in-
tensely cold.Too cold for Girls to make that trip,but those Girls made the
Journey to town and back.- Sunday Eve when Wi1ll ana I went to Peachie 8 room
to secure the Girls for church,we were afrald she might reprove us for Yes.

.:erday's experience,but she dld-not.She was Just her fine éweet,Smilie,
Peachie Self and said“Certainly".As I iook back upon those days I am-sure

' Miss. Folsom tried had to do her Duty as Praceptress and grant the Young Pec-

ple all the Favors reasonable and possible,-

=w:WILL and IYIELD TO THE SUPREME CALL i
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Helther W1lll nor'I were Professed Christiansnor Members of the Church when

wWe entered D.A.C.~-We were both Religiously incllined.I felt a very definite
call to the Ministry;but had resisted all my Mature Years.-I had started in
the Christian Life several times,but each time refused to do what I knew God
wanted me to dow.-Through my refusal to accede to My Heavenly Father's Will,
I would speedily lapae back.~I had come to- know that the time had come,when
my Call to the Christian Life,involved a Call to the Minisiry,and my accep-
ance of the Christian Life was really the Acceptance of the call to Preach.
Some-way I seemed destined for the Ministry.My Friends,begimning with GrandR
Pa expected me to enter the Ministry.- Conditions seemed working favorably B

for me.}It was in the Winter of 1886-7-that Dr.J.G.HALL Pastor of the Metho-
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dist Eplscopal church in Brooklngs,the church that Will and I attended regu-
larly,planned a Series of Evéhgetiatié Meetings for Two Weeks in Pebruary,
Under the Leadership of va.W.H.Seileck,the.Efight Young Pastor of the
Method1st church in Watertown Dakota Territory.-Upén Dr.Hall's First Annouﬁa;A‘
ment of thls Campaign,I felt this was intended for me,that tﬁese méetings
would seal my destiny.-I must say "YES" not simply to being saved and be-
coming a ChristiaEJbut the devotion of the rest of my life to the Ministry.-
Dr.Selleck came and'proved to be the right Man.A flne coﬁvincing Preacher.
We all loved him.The church was filled at éach service.There were some fine
Christiaﬁ workers in the church at that time.-The7BﬁOOK'S-LOCKWOODS-PROF.and ‘
MRS .LILLEY-PETER AKD MRS.ERIE,PROF.KERR-And many other Members of that churh
And one we must not miss,who was not a Methodist,but a Preébyterian,But wﬁo
attended all the services,worked with the Students during the day.One who im=
fluencedlmany,Carrie Danlels,an honorable and efflclent member of the Col-

lege Facul tyyliiewos The Alter of the church was filled in every servics by

Seekers and workers.-will and I “Weng_ggzgard one Tuesday Eve,and were

Converted.Settled Two things defiqitely,oub Christian 1life and the Ministry.

The day following my conversion I went to the Parsonage and had an inter-
view with the the Pastor,Bro.Hall.-He told me "I expected you Bro.Dibble".

The next Sunda& P.M.We attended the Young Peoples service that had in it
the Spiritual Glow and Force.-It was reported that_cne Hundred_Young People
had given themselves to the service of Christ in the meetings.é_

At the close of the Service that Sunday After-noon,The Young Lady leader
s8aid"We will be Dismissed with the Benedictlon by the\Efx;{;@;QiEEl?? I was
not a Rev,at that time,and I had no Benedictlion,but while we were rising
to our feet I improvised a voluntary Form of Benedictlion that I have used

Lfogtly Thro-out my Regular Ministry.

ﬁr.Selleck became prominent in the work of the church.Some Years later
after Alfka came into the Lime-Light,he became the Superintegdant of our
J&fMethodist work there.- After the Meetings I stralghtway united with the
Methodist church in Brookings. But,Will,However ,Was"Golng with" Elsie Cur-

tls who was an arcent member of the Baptist church,and out of respect for Wi
. . har and hacsuse of _har inflpence.Will united with the Baptilst churche
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However ,Will's entire Ministry was in the Congregational Church.-

~-=:GRANT and BIRNEY CREATE A BED-(S)%*Lam:ew==-- -
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Grant=1 Aimed to obey to the letter,orders of those in Authority.-However
ge gouné that some-times llteral Obedience caused trouble.-Here's a ¢ase in

and .= :

In the Year I886.I beleive 1t was,the,fine large new NORTH Building was
erected upon the Campus,Comprising the Three Major bulldings thai stood for
geveral years.-The South Hall-the Girls Dormitory-and general Kichen and -
DininB~Hall,and the Domestic-Economy work was done there-Then the "OLD-

- CENINAL-Bullding,Recitation Rooms,Boy's Dormitory &c. - - - - - R

In the new bullding were Three capacious Stories.-Begimming at the Pirst,
and lowest,Flne Domestic ~Economy Aprtments were provided.A kitchen -waa
furnlished,and also a Dining Room,-And other Apartments.-

The entire Second Store was set-aside for large - -Public Auditorium and
Speaker's Plat-Form.--The Upper,and Third Storied was dedicated as a Girl's
Dormitory.- I have forgotten how many Sleeping rdoms there were,but it was
large and Capaclous,and added greatly to the working efficlency of the
Ingtitution,~ The new bullding was completed in tlme to be cleaned,furnished
and ready for occupancy with the beginning of the new College year,-

Grant Houston and I,ever alert to make a Dollar red the Co
ngé&“*InﬁIﬁﬁﬁa ¥ NE,pLacing the shings and fitiing it for occu~
pancy.~

In the contract was the Ladle's DormIiory.-

P1led up in the bagements of the o0ld buildings had been dumped in a bat-
tered,broken,Furniture Junk from the 0ld Dormitory.-After looking the old
plile over,Grant and I put up to those in authority,a heated protest agalnst

the -use-of the 0ld Furnishings in the new Bullding.-We tried to convince -
hem that much of it was unfit to uese.-They became impatlent with us and<§§i;h
us to enderstand ,that the decrepld condition of the Furniture was not
wyaffairs,the BOSS man finally said "YOU DO THE BEST YOU CA¥ WITH IT,AND L
==LET IT GO"=- .
That became our CUE,do the best we could with it.-
That pile contained the cheapest,-limslest lot of Turniture I had ever seen.

I am sure nothing so poor,and cheap would pe made and sold today.-

About One-Third of it was wholly unflt to use,especiallg the beds.-

But we hopped to it and "DID THE BEST WE COULD WITF IT'. We bolstered,and
tied up beds that we knew could not stand actual use.- -
We have been wrongfully accused.We were halled before Miss.Mason,The Matron,
and some other Leacers and formally aggggg_JgLj3z;Qg_Eggaggggﬂgg,ihﬁx_ugglﬂ
Collapse,-That was positivly untrue,we did not fix one bed to crash,That was
not our crime.~We were only gullty of é%ting up o0ld beds that we knew would

not stand.-We did literaly as we were ordered to do-CUR BEST WITH EVERY
PEICE.-Miss.Mason insiffted 1t was a crime for us to leave a bed that we
knew would #¥gAd not stind Human weight,and subjecting the poor,tired,girls
to a night of Nervious Strain,Fright and Panic.

ONE THIRD OF ALL THE BEDS IN THE DRORMITORY COLLAPSED THAT FATED NIGHT.

s a CriD at the bor ST CHDLE .~ 10g GLlrd panic.

Grant and I heard our names taken in vain over and over,-Those Glrls were
swearing vengesfge upon the “Hired mer/ who had played that dirty trick.

TheYwere bent:dpon driving us from the Institution.- .

In the quiet of our room Srant and I agreed that our "Googse WAS COOKED"=-

" We felt doomed to Everlasting hatred and contempt.TOO-BAD-

The worst feature of all was the seriocus fact that "OUR BEST CIRLS had

gone down in the terrible crash.-They-would probs ly never go with us again.
On the next Sunday P.M.with My Heart’: I wen

to ¥o.I3,and Gingerly asked
my Young-Lady to go to church with me,She voluntarlly shivefd,rubbed her
shin and said,"I DONOT K¥OW THAT I CAN WALK TO THE CHURCH.I HAVE BEEN
CRIPPLED EVER SINCE THE CRASHY-"But she declded that after the hard things
she had sald,she should go to crhurch.-Which she did and with me.
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Grant-1 scarcely never knew just what was done to rectlify the terrible

ca;astrophe that we were accused of producing.-Our Pollcy was kesp still
abouénlet i1t blow over,Quiet down,Die Out.=-Some of the Baser-sort of Young
Fellows thronged our room,and seemed really envious of us,that they could |
not have an opportunity to exploit their sklll,and were vocifserious in )
stating what they would have done with a similar chance.-They would like to
"SET OLD PREXIE'S BED UP FOR HIM SOME NIGHT"-We observed that nearly all

the Profs.Grinned when we met them,and One or Two of the more Sporty FPel-

_Eggg_gggg_gzigped and Winked.-Of course the GIRLS were quite Cool and re-

serveé toward us for afew days.-Some of the Girls sald"I could ﬁot aléeb,
everytime I dozed off there came that Awful crash,followed by the poor
_victims Scféaming in the Hall.-Some of them insf@ped‘they had not got into
bed yetrjust as they héd'turned the sheets down and were e¢limbing in,the
0ld thing collapsed-ﬁith & terriflc erash.Some were caught in and mixed ﬁp
with the wreckage..That was before the Day of the Automobile and the Air-

plane,and somerthe more recent Crashes had not occured yet,But the D.A.C.

People iiithat always insisted that ,that reatest crash recorded
up to DMpEctome.-If all the dire Calamitles had fallen upon us,that were

hoped for £@r us,nelther of Us would have celebrated his 8oth.Birth-Day
as each of us have,and more,and ever once in awhile get to gether and have

a good iaugh over thaﬁ.direfull Experience,=-
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I must take you back to the beglnning of my College Experience,in fact
to my vefy Flrst entrance to the Class room.-At that time each Student was
assigne& a permanent seatsProf.Updyke who did the seating tried as far as
possihle to have the Alphabetical eliment prevail,so that alphabetically
the members of the class_ﬁould be grouped.-
Each Morning thé Class Roll was calgded,in a serious and impressive manner.:
This was before the time of "HERE-HEZE" ,0ur response to our name was_"PRESENY®

The cuatom was to call the Sir-name First,then initials,for lnstance,

“DIBBLE J.B." "DIBBLE-W.L."-"HQUSTON-GRANT"-&c,.-The seats were in rows,
having narrow Alslesg, Just room for one to P&aSS between the rows.-

N



One strange thing about 1life is People meet thelr destiny but donot know
it-But,Sometimes‘Bne does Xnow.- A ailent,innatg volece speaks to the irmer
Consciousneés,wafning 01 the fact.-Since that my First day at D.A.C.I héve
nad some very Positive convictions edﬂ;erning the fact of the Spirit and“
Invisible Sphere-lp 113’%.-Saverﬁlltimes in my life ,infisible,mystg;;ggg_

et

facts have been‘innately revealed to me.-And thg—greatést of these at this

e — -

time,The very Moment of which I am speaking.-l was not searching'for‘a girl,

for a mate.¥ever had thought of such a thing.Had not been ready fo} a mate.

One Gir;_had muﬁnt'jusi as much to me as ;hother.-l had never‘experienced a
thrill beeéuse.of Femlnline gppeal or association.-l’was not at the college
for a girl.-That would havé—beeﬁ.my remotest thouéhi as I.Qent to school
that Fateffull Morning.--The seat assigned me was directly across the Alsle

L
_from a. strange girl whom I saw for the Pirst time.-"THE GIRL ACROSS THE AISE

Right there my heart spoke to me.Sald some things 1t had never sald before.

-

Some way I felt as if I had found something of great value.As 1f I had

'l'}nadvertently met a great discovery.-Those mysterious impressions were not

caused by any advance look or act upon the part of"The Girl Across the Alisd
Trom her appearance I might not have been there.She did not see me.The only

sign she gave that she was conscious of my presence was to turn from me ss80
her back was partf} toward and between me and her face.Ultga Modsst and
reserved.-Days before I received the slightest act of recognition on her Tk

part.I did-not gaze at her unduly.But as she continued that attitudd and o

posture of Sem:Partial concealmeﬁt of her face,and the act of positivliy

ignoring me,I studied her ail withirglthe bounds of a propger interest.

I &oubt if she knew that I studied her,or pald any attentlon to her.Hatural}

we passed in and out together seelng each other .Sat and recited in the

same classes.But no recognition.-I was greatly impressed with the "GIRL

ACROSS THE AISLE"the First day.She was my type,A positive Brupettg,a Ro-

bust-Plump Figure,Until later my Pet name for her was "Chubbie" .She had

the marks of a strong,positive Personallity.She was not of the Dainty,

Infant,Violet type of beauty,but sirong and vigorous LAll of that and more

had possessed my serious thought.-I was interested in"The Girl Across the
Aigle"- And yet I didnot kmow her name.Il must find out who she 1s.




I was aghamed to manifest any interest .In fact there was ne one for me
to ask.I tnink Will was the only one 1n the Institution whom I knew and he

would not know,Anyway this was my Secretx,my Personal affair.-

-

I conceived this plan,I would wait until Roal-call Tomorrow Morning then I
will listen to the name ,ahd to the response of "THE éI'L ACROSS THE AISLE"

Which all,ultimately worked out fine.-I had not yet learnea the Alphabetibi
cal Grouping.-I must be alert or I shall mlss the name and response.¥o one
elseiggw that I was upon this scheme.-I listened to Prof.Updyke,and watched
"THE GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE“.Dohn the List came the good,old Prof.with his

deep;Sonorious Voice~The "ABs-the "B'"s-the "C"s- Still no response from the
Girl Across the Alsle,Pinally the "D"g-"Dibble,J.B.-Dibble~W.L-&c.

DOUGHIY-HETTIE-A modest regggge-“PRESENT“--So she is a Doughty,probably one

N
of the Doughtys of White.-Father knew some of them.-There are several Fami-
llea oI tnem.Father had preached in their Community several times.There were
many Doughtys.He had met several,had been entertained Two or Three times in

the good,Methodist home or Daniel Doughity.-dnd so this Girl"Across the Alsli#

AW
Eig_gg&ggg‘ggggpty.which all proved to be true.-Later Hettle told me that &
< :
she had caught our names asfhad hers,at Roll-Call,.-"DIBBLE,DIBBLE,She

———

wondered if we might be Sons of Rev.Dibble,whom she had heard preach,and

who had stayed at Uncle Dans.-?- So witnout having met each-other,ws had

been introduced by Prof.Stepuen E.Updyke-
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About Iwo Weeks after the openlng of the new College Year,Plans were mak-
ing for -a great Get together,of all the College People ,Paculty and Stu-~
dents.-Thls should be the largest Affair,ever.-It worked imself into an

effort to make it Universal,"The last Teacher,and last Student must come”

Fine Program,of Choice Music,Eloquent and Informing Speechlfying,A real

D.A.C.Dinner,to be served at tables.- Then this Challenge,"EVE*Y-RODY SHALL
MATE UP,A¥D COME IR PAIRS.-IF YOU FELLOWS WISH TO BECCME ACQUAINTED,GET A o7
————— e, . S

GIRL,AND BRING HER TO THE GET-TO-CGEATHER"--That challenge caused a great

Stir,and hasty response.How quickly the Fellows began moving about on the

Campus,with "Blood-In~Their EYE,All headed for the Woman's Dorm.-

e n PR . v e P e e -—



The Students were largely Secretlve copcerniﬁg thelr Personal plans.=-Every
body,nearly ,had a plan and was worklng 1t.-
Of course the older Students,those who were -here ths Year before,would he

os8tly already Mated up,but the new Comers must make advancements among

Comparative Strangers.-May I say another strange thing,From the Moment that -

‘gpe Mating began,there_gﬁs_gg doubt in my wmind as toc whom 1t would be with -

me,0f course "THE GIRLY ACROSS THE AISLE.-And directly to her room I made
my way.I was not afraid she might be taken by some one else,She was Mine.-
Miss.Hettie .Doughty and % had never spoken to each other,Not a Nod of
Recognition,but she 15‘562;3 to the Function with me.-I met her in the
Dorm Hall.-I spoke to her.Asked her to excuse my approach to her.- You are

Miss.Doughty""And You.are Mr.J.B.Dibble"- Would she Accompany me to the

"Gat-to-Gether"?2-After one short Moment of consideration ,wlith one of the

Sweet Smiles,jBat characterized her,She would he happy to.-Later she con-

fessed that she had expected M"THE FELLOW ACROSS THE AISLE" to comg.-Just

a Moment,but we were acquainted.- I know there were several beautiful
.la.tches made “at that Soclal Ga.t.hering)- for .life.Several Future homes were
born that Pated Occasion.-Hettle has.tcld me that she never during her |
gggi)Life &t the D.A.C.encouraged any other Malse Company but mine,And many
times after I had left the Ingitution,at considerable PFPersonal expense I
went to the College attended some Funection,that Hettie,My Girl Across the
Alsle,might have an Escort.-Fellows tried to break the lock to her Personal
Seclusion,but never succeeded.One Fellow declared he would,"That Dibble

——————

Fellow had no business to- Lock up. one of our Class girls and go off and

leave her,He would show hlm, ggggThe lock of Seclusion held.She Continued
s o S —

o —————

to be my "SWEET GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE-Until one sad day in the faﬂé}s-pant
Day God came and took her from me,But She is still my GIRL ACRCSS THE

n
é}g&g_petweg Time and Eternitys-The Sunday Followlng our Formal Acgquaintance

we attended the Methodist church for the Evening.-I serlously doubt 1f there

wag a Sunday Eve during my Stay in the D.A.C.when we were both there,that
HThe Girl Across the Alsle" and I didnot attend the Sunday Eve Service to-
gether == I had not Committed myself to the Christian Life,nor the Minls-
try.-From now forward the D.A.C.Alr was alive with interest in the coming
Soclal Funetion.-It was in every-Ones thought,and upon every tongue upon the
Campus,.-I donot ¥now what the Girls talked about those days,but among the
Faellows the Current Question was "Who are You Golng to take" 7-




In a group one Fellow asked méxLWﬁa‘arp You goling to take?DIBBLE,J.B.?
Who,Me?Why,I'm going to take "THE GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE",That caused some .
' t.
merriment.The Boys though% Funnie-I heard the expression several times later

Well,As all great occasions do,The long-looked and planned for “Get-to= (

gether', came to a reaii%}ion.?robably the accepted Goal "Every Member of the
Faculty,and every Student Presentimay not have been quite reaslized,That
would =t scarcely be expected,-But it came near to fulfillment.l am sure it
was a-iénely.EVening for anyone upon the Campus not there.-

The entire Student Body was practically Mated for the Occasion.As I have
already sald "There were several real Matches that had their beginning upon

that Msmorablé Occaslon.-Again,To Hettle and me there bhegan that night an

.intimate Fellowshlip that continued for full Forty .-Years.-

In ¥February of that Winter occured in the Methodist Church of that City .
the graclous Revival - led by Dr.Selleck of Watertown,that resulted 1n the
beautiful eonversion of One-Hundred Young-People,nearly all Students from

the College.-From that class of Christlan Converts came not only several

N

Ministers,but Young People who.returned to the Home churches thro=-out the 4
State,united with them and worked in them.-Christian homes were later
established from that meeting.-Within Three days after my.converslion I had
committed wy gelf to the Ministry.-Some way it quickly got out lnte the

S(:-'Institution.I recelved much encouragement there and alsc in the church,with
which I unlted the next Sunday.-About Two Weeks after my conversion ,Good,Rg

Dr.A.D.Traveller,Presiding Elder of the Watertown Dig.was to be in the

Brookingse church for the Sunday Eve.Service.Thro Dr.Hall the Pastor,

Dr.Traveller had sent word that he would receive me in that Sunday Eve.

Service.-In that service the church was packed ,mostly by Young FPeople who

came to see them make a preacher out of Birney Dibble.-The Good,Presiding-
_ sl snliboss ndudg

Elder had arrangea a very beautiful and Appropriate Ceremony wnlch he ad-

ministered.~I1 went home that Sunday night,a Minister,For sure,not very

5

much of a Minister,but the First step had been taken,and I may truthfully ~

—— —

. 8ay,there was stopwith me until after Forty-3ix Yearqlgigg%jsick:and old
-'-—_!‘ s

I was compelled to quit.-Cf course my relations with the "Girl Across the
Aisle" Were 8till Ferroetly Casual.She was just a I9 Year old Farm Girl,

e
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But aiways ardently and intelligently Christiasn.-sne had been greatly inter-

ested in my conversion.Had used her active influence to that end.She was

meodestly interested in my Ministarial'plansgaane fleased with them.Said shqw;
__#gs gure I wou;d make a good Qreachgr.-But,Ou;\Relations were such that'shé_?
waz compelled to practice a modest reserve,but every Sunday Eve we atpendedl
the WMw.Services in the church together.-We were both actlve in the Young
. People's Soclety at the College.-She was still my "GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE".
I m;ééed her greatly 1f she was not there,but sgg-always Was .~
I remember those days Vividly.I was thinking deeply upon & matter Private
myselfs~Where would this Blissful Fellowshlip end?- What should I do?-Even
though I might,I was not ready to.marry.-Should I try to draw her into a re-
lationship I was not ready for?-I have prayed over nothing else more in my
1ife than I did at that time over that very thing.-The thought came to me
"Settle this matter.Later you Two can arrange 1t together.2I think about the
next day as I was passing thro the hall of the Ladie's Dorm,Hett;e was
standing alone leaning from an open Window.She didnot know I was near,When
.EI saw her alone The same feeling I had on that First Mornlng came over me,l
wénifté.hér.ﬁentalked cassually for a few Minutes.Then I declared my love -
for her.Ré&iewed my feelings toward her ever since I had known her.-And

finally Inésked her pointedly if she would consider Marrylng me.She was
: .Protested, just mildly.-But finally said she would if I sk
serious abous 1b.PT & ] onm thg College.l remember she

would walit Three Years for her to graduate fr

said"¥f I am to be g Minister's Wife I should complete my College Course'.
e S
T assured her I would wait for her.I know that during those Years of waltling

that I never trled once to prevall upon her .to quit and hasten our date.
I needed that time to get ready for her.l had ,had no experlence in the Min-

1stry.Now,With that important matter declded I could go ahead and make def-

finite pland which I did.-Of course 1t was too bad for me to guit Coliege

but I ecculd se°no_other way .- Dr.Traveller had assured me that 1f I wished

and %?uld come to the Conferaence to bhe held in Yankton the next Fall he
q@

wouldpglad to help.me into the Conference and help me to anAppointment.

Plan unfolded to me.-Upon uniting with the Conference I must Pass an
examination upon the Common Brances,and Two or Three d%ﬁgr Branches rela-

ting to Theoclogy.-I would try to secure a Summer Schoolyhen I could do
. . : ' |

§ e
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ﬁhatipreliminary work for my Conference Admission.-Within a few days my

Applicatlon had been made and accepted by the Board of the Home school for

me to teach a Twg and One Half Months Summer School.-I must go before the

County Supt.of Schools in Flandreau-Dakota Ter.Moody County,all which I did.

Passed,and received my Contract to teach the Summer Term.

I will cut this short.-The school went fine.-The Patrons and Officials made
no eriticlsm of my work to me,and I know I could have had the Fall and Win-
ter term i1f I had wanted it.-During the Summer I lived at home.-I dug hard
all Summer upon Pre=Conference Studles.However "that work at that time came
easily to me.-After my school closed I worked for my Father thro Harvest.

Then threshed until the day I went to Con.-At the D.A.C. I had an intimate
friend J,D.Alllgon,about to Join the Conference also.iggzgﬁgve his rig to
our ?lace,drive to my Sister's home ,Mrs .Andrew Whealy,who lived Six Miles
South of our home,and Six Miles North of Colman where we would take the trékx
for Yankton,the Seat of the Conference.Which all we dld reaching that city
late 1n the Eve,and went to the Portland hotel for the night.- We had left u

i
Qupr - ot my Sisters,Andrew Whealy's and walked to Colman.-

i — .
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THE WAY INTO MEMBERSHIF INTO A MIHISTER;A%&NNUAL CONFEREMCE.- ~

After the Preliminary Pre-Conference Examinaticn of the Common Branches,and
a few Preliminary Branches of Common Théology,the Course 1is abranged into
Four Annual Groups.-This practically 1deﬂﬂéﬂ Course may elther be taken in
one of our Theological Seminaries,of course Ehe better way,and the only way
allowazble now in most Conferences,~0r the Course may be pursued in Ones Home
and Examinations made each year for Paur continious Years by a legally ~
Elected "Board of Examiners®-I was a Member of that Board for many Yearq.-&i
One of the First Offlcial Acts of the Convenlng Conference is the Examina-
tlons of the Undergraduates ,in order of their Relation to the Course.
In the "Dakota Con." in my early Ministry pratically no Young Men went to «

the Semipariea for their "Course”,but took them in the Con.-

I sald the Course is Identical,I have good reason for knowing that,but had

not investlgated or considered its- In the beginning of my Membership in the
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Dakota Conferen to remain in the Conference for my Four Years Course.

Get 1t off hands.l would be Married then,and my Wife may go with me,Then we

P
Tiea

can go to Garrett-or Drew-or Boston-or Denver:=-

I did hard work on my Gon.course seach Year passing with satisfaction the in ._

Prescribed work.~Upon my graduation from the Gon.course,while tt 18 still
fresh in my mind Hettlie and I went to Chicago, and I,ﬁniarﬂd_ﬁ&:nﬁiisBibli—
cal Institute ,one of our Church 1eading Seminaries.-But I soon found that
Garrett would be an Identical Review of the work~I had Faithfully ‘Pursued in
my Gon.Course.I mus purchase the same bigpks I had sold or glven away,and
Pursue the same Subjects I had been digging thro for Four Yaars.

¥ow,Of course the Associations the Contacts,the Reviews would probably not
have hurt me,and best and about all the Prestige gained in having actually
passed thro the Seminary would all have had some profit,but at that time 1 CQ‘—\O
not feel like taking time to go over that was as famillar to me as to any
Instructor in Garretit,tc my Youthfull thinking too much to do at home,sc we
made the Mistake of gquitting.In early Spring went away out to the Ploneer i

town oé Bngigzénd during that Summer built and Deddcated a new church that

has been in constant use ever since that year of I893-That beautiful little

Temple would probably have gotten built if I had remained in Garrett and

Way
played my over that already threshed out straw.- From the Stand-Point of

engergy ,Means and time involved I still think the Prestlge,quite Expensive,éﬂij

probably worth 1t.-

DEACONS and ELDERS.-
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Full Membership in an Anmual Conference involves Two distinct Ordinations

and Offlices-DEACON-ELDER:-Each Applicant unites with the Con.by vete of the

Con.upon TRIAL or Probation.-In that capaclty serves Two,years wlith Reelect-

lon each Year.-During this period he is deprived some Ministeral Activitles
Cannot Baptize,nor Marry,Unless granted speclal Privilege.

«t the end of hils Two Year Probation ir nr&LStudies are Passed,and he isg

accepted by Vote of the Con.he may be received "Upon Full Connection" and be

ordalned a Deacdn When the entire Privileges of the Con.are granted him.
He could not hold the higher Pogsitions of the Ministry He must still .




Serve Two Years,receiving a Scholastic Test each year,when at the end of

1

the Second year as a Deacon,the Con. may elect him to "Elder's Orders" and

Ei&ain him an Elder vhich graduates him from the Con,Course.=- : --,
He is now Eligible to any Posltion 1n the Ghurch There 1s no Positlon 1in our {
church he may not Aspire to.-In that particular a Bishop is no more than the
Humblest Paétor in the church.-Place,or Ministerial Position 1is determined

by Appointment and the Election by the Gen.Con.~Any Member may be thus Ap~
polnted by the Bishop or elected by vote of the Gen.Con.-

A Bishop is Just an Elder who has been elected Bishop.-Thils 1s true in re-

lation te all Offices of our Ministry.-
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It 1s not required,but most usually the Candidate has had some Ministerial
experience before entering a Con.as a Member.I had had none.-Ead preached Id .
but once,and that on a Sunday Eve in the Brookings church upon invitation of
Dr.Hall the Pastor.-In the Methodist Church in Brooklngs at that time was a
Fine Group of Llfe-long Methodists.~They were real "Sermon-Tasters",They not
dnly knew the Virtues or good preaching,but they knew, the defects as well.-

I at onece found myself under the efficlent instruction of those good Peo-
ple.They made me in the next Six Months.-Every detall remarked upon.Fosture-
Attitude-Volce-Clear down to the Unfolding of my Handkerchief .Nothing es-
caped.In one service I sat directly back af Mrs .,Wm.Brokkes,One of the finest
Christian Women I have ever known,as kind as a Mother,On tnis occcasion I sat
with Bowed hea d while the Pastor prayed.Whereupon Slster Brookes leaned

back and whispered in my ear "Methodigt Preachers Kneel in Prayer,Bro,Dibblé

-
I wonder how that good,Sainly Woman would enjoy these days,when practical¥
no Minigster kneels for prayer.-I have this to say forh?redit,l never once

resented this Stralght-Lacing.l knew those Folks were my best Frlends,Il
vielded and permltted them to mold me.-For Years they called me thelr Prea-
cher,Though I was never their Pastor.-

Well,Well,I had preached but once when I united with the Con.but for some
time had been under the drastic and efflcient Moulding of those good old

Saints.-I Belleve they did me more practical good than a Seminary Course
S E AR wntﬂd 'h,qvn dn'ne- )
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~w :MY PRACTICAL MINISTRY BEGINS#----

‘ “I LOVE THY CHURCH,O GOD, . v ar

- ‘ ' The HOUSE OF THINE ABODE, ‘

- . THE CHURCH OUR GREAT REDEEMER BOUGHT,
WITH HIs OwX PRECIOUS BLCOD",

I'Personélly kno;”;g;;-5;;_;;;-;;;ii;—ig;;-ia-ags_iiace,and at the saﬁe

time,maintain existence and serve in another.
It was hard for me to leave the good 014 D.A.C.,and above all My Sweet 1ite
tle "GIML ACROSS THE AISLE".-I lert for other Places of Activity but my hﬁiﬁ
heart did not leave that sacred spot.=We said YGOOD-BYE",but she-went with
me.-Héﬁtie,duringA'those Days of éeperaticn;was deeply interested 1n my Actfvf
lties,and I keptiher constantly intrormed of my plans and work.There was a
large sense 1ﬂ wﬁich we worked together during that period.-She knew alLs
about my 1imitatidn§,did not criticlse tnem,buf sought to help me eliminate
them-In seasona of discduragement which came,no oﬁher helped me 'so much as
Coubbley My Sweet~Heart "Across the Aisle"-. i
“. As you remember I am at Yankton in attencancé upon my ¥First Sesslon of the

Daktoa Con.-l iater atiendea about 45 Sessions of tkis Con.-May I say here

I passed,easlly,tne Scnolastic requirements,the investigation of the Con.

Rermvions Com.-and was accepted into the Membersuip of the Con.and made

eilgible for an Appointment by the Bishop and Cabinet.-

This Session of Con.proved Stormy.-During the previous Winter the Sole Edu-

cational Institution,The Mitchell University,had buygfg_go the ground,leaviy

ing simply a big hole in the ground filled with ashes.-The Con.must do
something,But What?-To thip eaeses there was not lmmediate answer.-Different
views were vehemently expressed, -All night the Con.Glants wrestled wlth Xk
that question.-Some advocatled lielng down on the proposition and quiting.
Somé insisted the Institution should be rebullt on 1ts former site.-
Then with different Men greed entered in,and these Men sought to-prevail_
apon the Con.to rebulld,but in their town.I am sure that question created ik
the mest heated debate I ever heard in an Con.Sesslon.But,Finally Common-
Sense prevalled,the Con.decided to rebuild the "U" in Mitchell,which was

eventually done,and 1t has continued thro-out the Years as one of the
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Accredited Institutions of Higher Learning in our Stats.-

Monday Morning when the good Blshop fmnounced the Appointments for the year,
he read "MIDWAY-J.E. DIBBLE",I was confused.l had pictured a real church,

T lmew One Midway,but surely 1t iz not that WhY,t‘nere is no church in Mid-
way,not a Dozzen Professed Protestant Christians in the entire Township.

I went to my good friend br.A.D.Traveller,Presiding-Elder,who had been
‘instpumental in getting my appolntmant.- I asked him where Midway was,he:
answered it 1s up there betWeen Brookings and Flandreau You go there and put
that over or off comes your head next Gon Timew."I was disheartenedd My impik
pylse was to throw up my hands,Qu;t,not go.-I was deeply hurt and dlsap-
pointed,more than that Chagrined.What a way to treat one trylng to-get a
Start.Is that the best the Con.can do for me?-I assured Hettle I would
come at once and report to her.How can I face her with this.The First nightj
home from Con.my good,o&é_?ioneerAFather told me a2 lot I.needed to know,

and he was right.-"xgu know this 1s a new country.Meally just asetilad.
Things are not established yet.This entire Community is made up of fine in-

telligent People.Tpey have lived here,some of them Ten years,they have been

neglgcted by the church,now as ths church proposes to help them and has

——

chosen you,a strong young-man to do it,and you back-down and quit."The old

man said all that,and more.~While he talked a few rays of light broke in.-
What about Hettie,She would not want to be tied up wlth such aﬁ?rojectw
She will probably give me my walking Papers if that is ghe best I can do.
How I missqdju@ged the fine loyalty of the Glrl Acroas the Aisle.

Any-way I would go and have 1t out,if sh; @iﬁzifto quit me,All-right.

I went to Brookings and to room “I3" of the Dorﬁ.-After I had made it as bad

as I could ,I say she was greatly pleaged.-She thought it so fine that I

would not need go away off.Then the nced was so great.Those poor,neglected

People may have a Minister.-How,I wi;h I was able to go with you and hslp
you.=You say,She said there are no Christians,then i1s that nct the Place
for a bright Young Minigter?“ When you read this today belleve mé when I
tell ydu I think I would have quit had it not been for the Christian

Sense of that bright School Girl-wWhile she urged ,the burden rolled from

——r———r. o



- 652-- v it .
heart**® I have never doubted from that Golden Day in my life,that if I had

ylelded to my Cowardly impulse and quit,Hettie Doughty would never have be;ng;”

 come my Wife.-That would not be alone a surrender of my Appointment,but the

v

surrender of My Ministry.-One thing she sald that day that made a deep'iﬁ:'"

presslon upon me was"If Quit this,If you donct go where you are seﬁt What

o : .
will WE do".-Sometimes I tremble when,%hink of those days,and what I might

have caused to happen.-My wise Parents,with my loya1.Sponsor,Hettie s8aved

me for earnesti work for life-.- )
That beautiful Autumn Evening as I rode old Blind "Dick",to my Father's

home,; was the happiest I had ever been.-On my trip home there unfolded to
me plans that made possible my work thro that year of I888 and I889.-I had

_ t
one year in the Ministiry before the sate of South Dakota was organised
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Good home to walk into,Sunday Mgming a Church ready,and expectant Congre-
gatlon,Cholre with muslc prepared,Men ready to take the Offering,Every-thing
‘!%ady,but I had nothing,Must make my Charge.- I will brlefly state the sit-
uvation.--intering the State of South-Dakota from Tracy Minn.is a Line of the
Chicgo-Northwestern R.R.extending West thro Brookings-Huron-crossing ﬁhe
Mo:}iver at Plerre,extending W,to Rapid Clty -Black-Hllls.-
Twenty Flve Miles South of Tracy is Pipestone Iowa,wlth a line of the
CMe=StePe~R.X.-entering the state of South Dakota at Pipestcne and extendig
West thro Flandreau,«Egan,-Colman,- Wefworth-Madiaon-Mitchell— on West cros~-
sing the big river at Chamberlain,exteriding West across the great Plains to
Rapid-Clty-the Black~Hillg.- Those Two lines of R.R.Parallel a few Miles
apart that entire distance.-My People's home was located Midway in that dixk
viding Sgcﬁion.—Between those Lines of R.R.one of.the richest -and most
beautiful Sections to be found anywhere in our country.-A@ the time of which
we write that sectlon fully Settled with a fine ‘type of intelligent People.

"Many of them Young People just establishing their new homes.Ever since the
settlement of this vast seéction 1t had been abandoned and neglected by the

chyrches.~Scarcely a Methodiat ¢hurch in all that great Apea.-Churches a
plgnty in the TWo lines or R.x. Towns but not accesible to the Hundreds

o
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of fine Families 1solated in that rich Section ;Without Religlous Attention.

A Veritible Spiritual Water-shed.-Roads were Just Wheel-marks in the graas.-
The most of the streamsa were unbridged.-Practically every Family in that

Sectiqn lived from Ten to Fifteen Miles from the towns where the churches

were.~0f course no Automobiles in those days,some of those People still
drove Oxen.-Permit melto make this statement which facts would verify,There

was scarqgly a_Fam;ly living in all that section who could get to a
church on the Sabbath Af they had tried to.-

[

Right now,in the Fall of I1888,Ten years after that rich section was settled E
-____._-_-ﬂ—_.ﬁ -

the Methodlst church is trying to provide Church Faciltles for the Peoplex:

And I,Humble I,had Eggn honored by the church as the Instrument to launch

B e ‘___-——-————._.____________—
the Church there.-And Shame upon me,I was inclined to turn down and run away

from one of the greatest Opportunities any man ever 'had.But,I Pralsed qu'
then,and I Praise him now sthat thro.the prayerful entreaty ,and Counsel
of Godiy Parenta and my Sweet Girl Across the Alsle I was saved from the
Cow%dly act.~

I MUST HAVE A CONVEYANCE,Cannot do this Task Afoot,Cannct expsect to use

Father's Farm norses thro-out the Year.--From the beginning of Methodism the
Mode of conveyance for its Ministry had been the back of a good

Standard e-horse.l had ridden Horse-back all my life,but where could I get
my horsge.- It happened that just before a Group of Broncho Sellers had diée
posed of a bunch of Bronks,One little White Devil had gotten away from the °
Drovers and refused to be caught."Oh,Well he Wasn't worth much,Anyway,Let
him go®- They told the Winneger and Frances Boys that if they could catch
him they might have him.For days those boys,for the Pleasure of it,and that
Bronk played Hide-Seek,and sveral other games,but finally. the boys won out
and found themselves with an ugly,Consclenceless,Murderious,kicking Bronk on
thelr hands.-They were afraild of him.-When they tried to Mount him,he put up
a First Class "BUCK" and kept them off.-They were afraid to get near him
He would kick jJust as hard with his Front feet as with the Mear Ones.

I never knew him to fall to kick viciously if his feet were touched In
cleaning his Stall,or bedding him.-But for comfort in riding get a Bronk.
I could see no reason why that little White Devil should not carry me about
over my Prairie Appointment.At that time the horse had not been born that
I was afraid of.That Rascal came the nearest of making me afraid than any
horse I have ever used.-He could Evolve and put up the largest varlety of
pure,unadul terated Meannesses of any Animal I had ever tried to be on
Friendly terms with.-

Well,The boys would take $25.for him.That was cheap at that time for a
whole horse,l gave the boys Five,Five-Dollar Bills,and led my Champlon Coa
Kicker home.-How I got him Civilized enough to get a saddle and brldle on
him,is a story I will not take space to relate,but I did,then I managed to
get myself on hils bucking,squiriming Humped up back.He didnot get me off
I gave him a long fast run,and I found I had the finest Saddle horse I had
ever ridden.-Il will Bhgrten the story and say.Il could sit in that saddle
all day and that Pony would skip over the ground like a Bird.He never trled
¥o0 play & trick on me when I was on hls back.-He tamed down very muchaWe
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called him "TOMY"-But to caffgxﬁf tﬁe name he was most called sounds 1llke
Swearing.-¥ow,I have my Conveyance,l must have my Program and FPlace in which ..
to preach and conduct my services.-The Evening after the day I vislted the

"GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE" ,My Parents mappgg’g;;—g schedule,which I followed.
satsfactorily thro-out the entlre year.-

I must have Three Preachling points each Sunday Igiad plenty of room,I could
have made an endless number of Appoiniments,but dssired Three adjacent and -
Compact.-All our plans were just Tentative.l was subject to the Judgment and
inelination of People,upon whom I had no auvthority and Claim.-

Three adjoining Communitlies fitted together finely,and were easily accesiba
and each with a large School-Housé at. the Center.0f course I must get the ca
consent of: the Schoocl-Board.-I was known all over the Triune Community~
I atartec on Tony early the next Morning to call upon the scatiered Members
of the HUGHSOM School~Board,Bast of the Sioux River,and Six Miles from m¥
Father's home.-I was greatly surprised to find that the Hughson People wanid
ed me as badly as I wanted them."Yea,Indeed we might use the School-House'.

Qll that day,all over that Community I r.eceiv.ed.‘encouragement.’There was a
fear I might fail them and not come.- I left ar Appointment for IO A.M.the
next Sunday.-And that day I dldnot have one sermon.- .. .-.

The WELIMAN School-House was Six Miles SyW, from our home.l was Personally‘
acquainted with the WELLMANS-WHAEIXS-LEES,and many other prominent Families
in that fine Community.The next Mofning I rode Tony to that Community,First
to Father Wellmsns home.He was consldered the Father of the Community.-

YES SIR,I need go no farther,l may use the School-House.But I spent the day
from home to home,with each Member of the School-Board visited and from each
a most.cordial and urgent consent to make the S.H.the Center of the Appolint-
ment,there.,~-During the -day I encountered the same urgent request to not fail
but coms.Would they-come for a service next Sunday Eve 7.30,"Indeed they
would and circulate the Service.-I shall have .gomething more to say about

“. Wellmans later.-Tony and I Loped home that Eve with light hearts,.

Every-thing coming our Way.-Foolish,0f Course,but it seemed to me that Tony
was becoming more serious:He was at the Center of a big task.His poor,little

Bronk life may count for something after all.l never quarreled wlth him -~
nor Struck him.
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I anticipated no objectlon to the use of the Winneger S.H.-They were Pre-
disposed.Mother's S.S5.nad been held there every Sunday P.M.for years..

But I thought'peét not to seem to be taking Liberties,I would see each Meme
ber of thelr School-Board ,Which I did. with the same resultzy¥ as Hughsons (
and Wellmans.-Now I had assursd Three of the finest and largest School- -
Houses any where in all that Section.-That Eve my Parents and I planned the
Sunday Schedule,thoughtfully and Frayerrully.-Now,I must write to my Girl
across the Aisle,which I did telling her all about it,inviting her to-my
Initlal services the next Sunday.-Ste answered that 1t was like a fine game.
Qur services were ln her thought all day Sunday.My Parents and I mapped out
this schedule as the best in our thought .~Announcements were already out for
the Sunday Services where I would consult the Pgople as to schedule,as I
wished them to feel that it was their services.-And I will say that during

the entire year upon the slightest provocation I consulted the Congregationé

I‘decided.upon thls permanent schedule,-WIXNEGERS every Sunday. Afternoon.

HUGHSCONS Next Sunday I0.50~-WELLMANS~-NEXT SUNDAY 7.30 P.M.-But Hughson and

——

Wellman would alternate with A.M.-Eve.~Hughson one A.M.Wellman the next. i.

That worked fine without friction all the year.- I found it Comparativly

gEEZ—ES_EEEEEE_ESfaﬂiggp- all Three congregations.These Fesopie ware simple
inteliigent Farmer People,starved .for the simple Gospel of Salvatlon.My
mgsages were simplicity itself,but those Hungry People feasted upon them.

i had nothing to parade or show-off, just the simple Story of Redeeming love
sRedemption and Personal Salvation.-The Gospel of Evangelization.At each S.H
wag an organ,and in every place gome one to play.-It was during the days of
Moody-Sankey-and P.P.Bliss-The Gospel Songs were the rage all over the coung
try and were belng sung by every-body every-where.-As qulckly as we could we
gowed our Three Communities down with the Gospel-Hymns,Every body wanted
them.And when the Revivals came and thelr Souls warmed up,Everybody used tha

Oht How those Farm People sangi-I would go a long dilstance to attend one of

those services,especlally the one at Hughsons.-The People had Fasted so
long, they feasted.-I have not one written word of any sermon I preached that
year.My messages were made in the saddle on skimming Tonle or in my rig

as I_travelled among the people.-My Sermon Preperatlon consited 1argely in
...choosing & vital sugmestlve Gospel Passage of Scripture for a texts
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"Come Thou Fount of Every Bleassing ,
Tune my Heart to Sing Thy PAraise,
Streams of Mercy Mever Ceasing,

Call for Songs of Loudest Praise.”

I did-not ;;;;;;;-;—g;;;;;;;-;;-;;;EE_;;-n;;-to conduct a good old Methodist
Revival Meeting.-In our old Iowa home where I grew up,we lived in the Reviwva
val.¥We had no other diversion.During Winter we went from one to anothers
Father was an Adept Evangelist and épent Winter largely in such Meetings.

Directly upon beginning my work I found the Psgople hungry for_a revival,

even People who didnot Profess the Christlan lite.-

Within One Monéh from our First service we weré in and Evangelistic Cam-
paign at HugﬁSOns.Garrie Roscoe,a Young Musical ﬁaighborhood Giri,led cur -
singing and it was wonderful.-I cannot describe that glorious Ten Days of
high Worahnip and Praise,mingled with the shouts of victory. I will hasten ©

to say that during that brief period 52 Unsaved Peop:e nad come to oqzﬂ;mpro

‘liised Alter and given themselves to Christ and were happily converted.-That

(EEEEE9uQn3;Q£:;ha—happigstjgggE£E£EEE§-I gver mew.-Jubilant Songs of Praise
and victory Swelling out from nearly every home in the Community.-

We at once organized a Methodist "CLASS" with more than Fifty People Un;tiz

Ay - T W M Vb W T W R P o Ml e T - . il WD —m A —m et —m e e wl ——

"There's A Fountain Filled with Blood,

Drawn from Immanuel's Velns,
And Sinners Plunge Beneath that Flood,

Lose All Thelr Guilty Stains".
We began Meetings at Winnegers directly at the close at Hughsons.- '
That Meeting went off for a quick start.Some things conspired to asslst it
There were in this Community a mere small handfull o& Christians.My Peo-
ple.Bro.-Sister Benbow-Mr.and Mrs.Winneger were Members of the Episcopal
church back at the 0ld home in Mags.-Then the People of this Community were
in close touch with the People at Hughsons,some of those new Converts at-
tended thls meeting,and their glowing Faces and shouts of Joy,inspired hére.

garrie Moscoe led the Music here in her fine efficient,appealing WaY .

This Meeting was Characterized by the remarkable conversions that occured.

The Slocum Family,including Wm.P.then a mere boy,but later with his Wife,
Llzzle Dibble Slocum,have been for 48 Years among the most efficlent Members

of the Dakota Con.--I must tell about Cpt.and Mrs .McXee.- The McKees had

R PR
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come to Moody County a few Years before,securing a Claime a Mile or soc K.W.
of the Winneger S.H.-They Wwere a fine old Couple,and soon becggaﬁggféfﬁrly
thro-out that Section.-The Captain had been s Sea~Taring man alfﬁ;is mature
life until they came to Dakota Ter.-They built up a fine Farm home.

They were highly Public Spirlted.Were in every thing tﬁat made for the
Community Upllft and Goodwill.-They were not Professed Christians,nor Mem-
bers of any church,but their Dally living and practices,with one exception
were above criticism.The Cpt.had apent his 1ife on the Great Lakeg,and had
Imblbed that hablt that Seamen are Addicted to,that of ngﬁgg}ty,the Cap-
tain would Swear.Not in a Flagrant ,offensive manner,if 1t is possible to
Swear Politely the Captain did-so.He would sit in your Parlour and in Cas-
sugl conversation with your Wife emphasize and Punctuate his-remarks with bk
his Polisghed Expﬂ}tives.So much a habit that he Damned Iinconaciously.-

From the First service of the Meetings at Winnergers,Captain and Mrs.Mc-
Kee gave Respectfull hearing and attention.-One night while the Meeting was

on Iln its Power,Mrg.bMecKee,left her seat and Husband and went and kmelt be-

fore our Improvised Alter,and gave her self in consecration to Godeer
apparent Slncerety made a deep impression upon the Audience.-Math say this
here,during my Ministry I have seen Hundreds of Most beautifuls, Conversions
" but I have always considered that of theés Beautifulizand Culture@ Lgdy,the
most charming I ever witnessed.-The gquist,humble ,act of it caused that Hoge
Tull of People,Saint-Sinner,to sllently weep with Joy.-

At the conclusion of the impressive service I met the Captain who was cryigm

like &2 child.With enthisiasm I greeted and Congratulated bim,but he was brek

en up,and said "Oh,Birney you nave broken up my home.You have taken Mary
away from me.This is the First time there has been any break between us,
the First time One has gone where thfk other cannot go.You have spoiled my

home®™-0h,¥o,not spotled yoﬁr home,but Blessed it.You must do as Mary has

gggglgizg.yggyself to Christ,as she has,and your home will be the more BleaoT -

sed and hapﬁy.You must come with Mary"
The Good,Grizzled old Sea-dog with tears flooding hls face replled "No,I

cannot do as Mary has done.She will go her way d4nd I will go mine".
I protested and urged the Heart-broken 0ld man and among other things & sald
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I said"You nust make it an subject of Prayer and God will take the Swear

—

a2ll out of You" -~That last statement caught the old Man's heart.

-

"Oh,Do you think he can,Blrney.You would not want me Swearing around your- be
Jhurch .~They went home,the next Iwo nights Mary was in the Sggice without

the Gaptain.-She was not worrying about the Captain.She sald"He is working

1t out,He will win® a.ggg_mning_nigbf thoge .-Two anneared wlth Heaven lighted
Taces,radient with Jjoy.The old Cpt.came dirsctly to me exclaiming "He did it

He did 1t"-"Did What Captain"?-"Why,What you said he would db‘,I beleive he
has taken my Swear all out,and Mary thinks so too.When Mary went to Church
I got down'among'thé cows as I did my chores and wrestled with‘God,I know
he has-save& me.l have not been inclined to Swear since”-I said “Héila;eujah

Praige God for Religious Cows".-~=There were several other very striking

conversions in that Memorable Revival.-

Some Iwo of Three years after this,éfter I hac married,Mrs.Dibble and I

were in Brookings one Eve.and went into a Drug-store ta make some purchsase,

As we went in,Betiold there were The Capﬁain and Mrs.McKee.As quickly as they
.sa.w ug ,.wit.h the Captain Shouting Pralses to Zod,they made thelr way to us-

He grasped my hand and shouted "He did 1t ,Birney,He took it all out.l have
3{;§worn since.Praise God"--That was the last time I saw those old Sa%}ified

3 Saints,.-Thro-out my Active 1life since,I nave considered the Salvation of

Captain and Mrs.McKee among the most striking of all my Ministry.

In 1is results the Meeting at Winnegers was a Repétion ol theone at Hugh-

sons.Practically the same number,about Firty were converted,and these and. a

few others unitecd with the Winneger "CLASS".

- --:ATm BIATH AND ORGANIZATION OF A PERMANENT CHURCH:--
While the distance between Hughsons and Winnegers was practlcally that be-
tween Winnegers and Wellmans,The Assoclatlion between tne latter was not as
close as that of tne former.-The Wellman Community was more Isolated and
alone.~ Then it was not thougnt best for Carrie Roscos,our Sweet and ef-
Ilcient Song leader to accompany me there for tne antic1patea Two Heeks,

I cannot tell how much I missed ner in the services trom almost the First
one of my Ministry I had had the inspiration and help -of her flne leader-
ship,and the Pecple loved her.-It will require Eternlty to say whose influ-

- ence in those meetings was the greater,Carrie R®oscoe's in Sacred Song or
mine in presenting the Gospel. We never discussed the matter,we haa each
done our best,but I would mlss Carrie in this meeting‘and did.-However as
avery-ona eitner gang or sang at 1t we made it go.-

It was a rine,Highgrade Communizy,with but Two or Three FamlLies in 1t at &

all Proressing the Christlian Lire.Mr.and Mrs. Wellman,liife long Metho-

dlats and recognized Communiuy-Leaders.Backed the services wiwn ali thelr
consecrated might..
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In tnat_Community was a condition that overshadowed every thing else,and
fillea FPeople witn a great rear.-The Community Folks feil thal tney were
constantly living upon a threatsned Earirguake.The condltion seemea neaded
ror a Tragedy.~Two bitter enimleg lived a gnort distance avart in the Com- -
munity.0li Mr.,Allen and Cal Smlth.-Probaciy Tevilish hate round i1ts deepest
deveiiopment in the hearts of nQse Two Murderious men.-Iney nad nated
for Years.-Tney nad Freyea upbn~@itner.-Had destroyed each other's prep-
erty.-Cne day Smitn saw one of Ais valuablie horses standing alit aay wiun
nis nead down,not eating.He went to 1t and rouna the blood flowing ,its
tongue nad been cut from its mouth.Smitn nad to snoot tne animal.Smith
knew,The Heignbors ail knew wno did it,but it could not pe proven,no ons
gaw Old Man Allen,perpetrate tne dastardly deed.-Ever ongs-in~awnile such
thlnzs happened.Tne Perpetrators succeeded in cavering up - —Lracks,but
the Communicy Hnew who ithe guilty persons were.-Pecple in‘a sensze held

thelr breath.It was expected that some day the tragedy would break,with the

crack of a gun,Allen or Smith would fade out.-

One night Mr.Allen was in the Service ,Cid nothing wrong.Sang with the
others,gave fine attention.at the close of the service he left for home with
the others.-I remember Father Wellman said that night in the home,"IF Cal
stays away,there will be no trouble,Mr.Allen will cause no disturbance.

But that School-House ls too small for Cld Man Allen and Cal 3Smith,.But

the next night Allen -Smith were both thers,on opposite sides of the lit-
tle room.-I was Jjust a big boy,thls was the greatest test of my courage and
tact.I must show no fear,no Partlality,and I must not forget that God's
Crace 1s gsuffliclent for those olé sinners.I would go straight a head with
them Just as I was doing with Mr.Wellman and others.Perhaps this God's day o
of Crace for those Men.Ait Zughsons we had seen an 01d man as great a Sinner
as Allen or Smith,gloriously converted,these Men might.-

Both of these Men knew me perfectly.Il was a Neighborhood boy,had threshed
at each of thelr homes.-We passed thro the service with no untoward act.

At the close I greeted with a Handshake both of these old Belligerets.
However I didnot tell them I was glad to see them there and hopedfﬁhey would
come again for that would have been lying,and Zrandma Brooks of Erookings
would have sald "Methodist Preachers do not Lie,Birney".I sincerely hoped
“that was the last to us of Allen and Cal Smith,but it was not ,I had one of
the toughest experiences of my ministry before me.I must save our Meetings.
I must not permit those old sinners to break them up.-The next day I gave
myself up mostly to Fersonal Prayer.Fad a feeling all day that we were fa=-
c¢ing a tragedy.-I did not have many to consu:t,it was really my personal
problem,but I felt that in case of a real disturbance the several Men pres-
ent favored the meetings and would stand for them-,I declded the best pol-
icy would be to keep the service moving rapidly with Worthwhile things
along our chosen line.Treat Allen-Smith just like the others.Gilve them no
grounds for resentment.The People were greatly enjoying the singing of the
good Gospel-Hymns.Ihe wusic was just like bread to a starving man.We would
8ing.I selected a number of the mast sprightly Hymns we knew.I threw myself
into them.-We would sing a few gongs,l would exhort,and so forth.The 2pirit
honored the service.Allen and Smith each broke in and ilred thelr views,
but gaid nothing wrong,only 1%t was all Lying Pretense.We hustled the service
thro to the end,dismigsed 1it,the People had been blessed,no one hurt.-As I
remember Allen and Smith faded out of the plcture,and undisturbed we went on
to a happy conclusion of our effort.The entire Commmnltiy had been stlrred.-
This .community was a little more scattered than the others,but the regula-
tion number of conversions,a few more than Fifiy.-These were at once gatherd
into the "Wellman"Class.-With these our full number of new Church Members
were more than 248y 750,.-Dr.Traveller,the Presiding-EZlder reported it as :
the greatest Pevival Year anywhere upon the Distryct,and one of the
greatest in the Dakota Conference,- .

This had all taken place during the First Three Months of the Con.year,
all bef'ore Chrl-tmsas. Xow,My task was tc nurture these Young Christians
and keep them in the fold and keep them growing.-I lived out on that big
field during the year.-I kept up .the Spirit of Evangellsm-Preached and Sung
lustily,and kept the People happy and shouting-

1
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It is not easy to fall in Love with a Broncho Pony,they are by nature so

¢ Treacherious and Devilish.=I think,however that quite a real 1ntimacy grew.ﬂ
between Tony and myself.l am sure fhat as much as a Broncho 1s capabls of
affectuih I had Tonie's Love.Every halr on his tough little body wasg snow .
white,and I trled to treat him white,and he reoiorocated with at least .

. Bronk Afrection.-I Beleived he was doing the best he knew.I never scolded
nor boat him.--He was no more to blame for belng a Broncho,than I was for ;
being a’ Man.-0f course Men do not like Bronchos and neither do Bronchos liko
Men.-When Xature originated the First Bronk it made ag serious mistake , By
putting Springs into his rear heels which when touched go off,and one in the
Spinal Golumn that doubles up when the saddle is touohed but after the ‘
initial "BUCK" Tony came down on ALL-Fours and skimmed along all day like a 1
Bird.I read portions of my Conference Course,-Prepared Sermons,ﬁehed}sed Thm
them on Tonie's back at Pull-Lope,but, after Monfhs'of Agreeablse Fellowsﬁio a

.‘le iime for seperation has come.-One Sunday Morniﬁg‘ towaf-d Spring & Group #
of the Hughson Men said"We were in Brookings Yesterday and met Sam Lock-
wood,he-wiéhes to see you ,You had betier go to him soon"-
Xow Sam Lockwood was a dealer in Farm Machinery,and Vehicles,wagons,Buggies
&c.=-Monday Morning Tonle and I loped to Brookings,I2 Mlles.Went dlrectly to
MraLockwood's Emporiom.- He took me to his Buggle Floor,where were several
fine rigs on dlaplay.-Mr.Lockwood said "A Delegation of Hughson Men called .
upon Saturcay and made an arrangement for a rig for you that trey intend to
ray Tor.They instructed me to let you have any rig on the floor that you
wiso'-I looked them overwéome very fine and quite expensive,but I didnot
wish to‘impose too far on thelr generosity,and finally decided upon a beéu:.
tifull Top Buggy.,for SIoo.; But I said "I donot know that I can take it,as I
have nothing to draw 1t,I know Tonie would not,I will be back soon'. '
,oe leading Liveryman in Brookings was a Mr.Frink,from our Ieighborhood,ﬁiﬂl'
whom I was very 1ntimato.1 had dsiven his rlgs many tlmes,and always kept my

horses there when in town.When in town Father had kept his teams in Frink's
Barn for years.Tony was then in the Frink barn.I went directly to the barmn.
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In those days Horse trading was a Major part of the Liveryman's Busilnesas,

I told Mr.Frink my sit;ationw“No ugse to get the rig unless I have something
to draw 1t.I would like the Rig"="You shall have 1t" -He led out a pretty mod
erate dark mare,in good flesh and aprightly.l looked her over,he told me how
he would trade.l saw he was inclined to be generious we traded.l knew the
Harness dealer quite intimately,l went therse directly,and bought a new singka
harness,took it to Frinks and fitted it to ay Mare.She accepted it without
protest.-1 went to the"Farmer s Home"and got dinner.-Led mny new pgrse in her
new harness to Mr.Lockwoods,and attached her to my new Red wheelediBuggyw
Mr.Lockwood sald 1t s the finest rig in Brookings.I drove 1t to the Col-
lege,got "THE GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE" and we proudly drove as far East to
Aurora back to the Caollege, then home.-Durinb the rest of that year that Rig
was in Daily service.My little mare proved perfect,Gentle,Willing and arf-

Tectionate.~
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Since the clcae of our Revival Meetings we had- succeeded quite well in keepi
ing the Spiritual fires burning in the Hearts oguﬁew Converts.l actually
"lived with the PeopleiWith my new riz I was fitted to keep going amoﬁg our
Peoplew-The. term of our Sixmonth Probation would terminate in June.I hoped &

to Round these good people into the "Full-¥embership in the church.There xam.

were many to beABaptized,I was not ordalned and could not perform that sacrdy
Function.-At 0ld Medary in the bend of the Sioux River was a Beautlful zxzw

grove of timber covering about Thfree Acres.l conceivéd pﬁtting cn a Ten dx
days getting together Meeting with Dr,Traveller,Presiding Elder in Charge Wi
when the Baptisms and Receptions could be attended to.Sunday would be a larg_;
day. Dr Iraveller agreed right to use the grove had been secured from Mr,
Stearns,the owner,who sald he would help clean it up.We dated the District
Tent.The People urged to attend as ﬁuch as possible aﬁd bring thelr Gospel
Hymns..-My Fslks as usual equal t6 the situation secured some small tents and
planned:to live on the Camp G}ounds-during the Meetlings.-Friday Sister Hat-
tle and I drove to the college,FPive Miles and got the hGirl Across the Aisl8

and itook her to the Camp with usg. for the Week -End,as my folks had made pro-
vision for her.—L&ter she pronounced 1t one of tbe finest events of her life
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The Camp meeting had caught the People just as the Revivals had.They felt

they were being given atiention.-and they reclprocated.-came and heiped Mrp

Stearns and I clean up the grove and flt things for the meeting.That meeting"ig.

)roved a great success in attendance,we had beautiful June weather thro-out_

Phose Three Communitles contributed their People,our converts all,and to
serve they did all they could in every way.I5o new Converts sang like Angela-
Dr.Traveller was the popular "Preeiding-Elder of the Brookings Methodist
Ghurch and they attended the services in large numbers.Also from Aurora East
and Arlingten and even fa%her Weste~-It was a great Methodist Gamp-Meeting.-

Dr. Traveller Was a great Evangelistic 1eader.-He preached each Eve.-Upon
our 1nvitation the 0utlieing Pastors preached .-

At the Sunday Morning Serviifdat vhich Dr,Traveller preached)thera were
sugely more than Scoo People.~-Cne of the greatest services I have aver at-
tended.God's Presence and Power wazme deeply Manifest.~-I have pasged that
grove many,many times since that our day of Pentecost,and always stand with
uncovered head and Pralse god for that season of Blessing.It seems {to me now

‘hen I pass there that thet little grove is jubilang-with the Shouts of
Fralgse from that Hallowed Day The Afternoon of that Foly Sabbath was giv%p
over‘to the Baptism and Reception into the church of I62 Candidates.-

Dr.Traveller and I stood in the Sloux River Tor ovef Two Hours while that
Holy man administered the Sacred Rites of Baptism to More than I60 Peraons.
It was characteristic of our Converts at that time that they all united with
the churchw.-Later ,after I left them,the People of the Hughson Class,all of
whom lived ‘mot far and many quite close to Brookings,were transfered 1n
Membership to the Methodist church of that Clty. o

Atthe conclusion of the Batlsmal service that great Sunday Af ternoon,the
vast Concohmmedof radient People remalined gtanding on the banks of the Big-

Sioux~-River and sang together Jubilantly ,Sister Carrie Roscoe leading,

"Oh,Think of the Home over thersg,yzxihe
By the Side of the River of Light,

Where the Saints all Immortal and Fair,
Are Robed in their Garments of White"
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That Glorified Group of Christian People never all met like that agaln.Mone

of the older People are lefit.-The most of them at that tlme were mature.

% &regble N enw% consider what would have happened to thosiI62 Converts 1f I
& the 1t5 feather instead of listening to Father and Dear HEITIE ?
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After thls great Meeting I still remained on that charge and conitinued to do
allI couldsBut,I felt that my Mission there was about closed and my work
done.~I was removed at Conference time to Willow-Lakes-Clark County.

The Methodista in Hughsons mostly‘United in Brookings.The People of the
Winneger Class were 2 little more mé%%re and were left upon thelr own.The
work therse has always been more or less De%ﬁltory.-The Glass has lost its
Individuallity and faded ﬁut.But the Wellﬁan Class,unlike the others has =
retained 1its organizatién and Individuality throout the years,Fifty—Six:

Built a fine Church Plant.Has maintained all tﬁe Current Church Socletles
Maintalns ?reaching services,Sunday—Schccl,&c.each Week,~-The Wellman Church
has been for years asdocliated with Colman in theirpwork .At presenﬁ time,
I946 Bro.Wendell Johnson is their very efficlent and Popular Pastor.

My Peééonal'Ministry extended 46 Years,It would be tooc much of a task to Lok
low all those years in déﬁail,so I choose to trace in a more Beneral way my
experiences of the many ?assing Years,and note the most striking and 1lnter-

ésting Incidents and Events Under the General Title of,

— — T v i e A A D S . e i e P e Vel S AR A A o e S S i S P L e e em
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The IB89 Sesslon of the Dakota Conference was held in Euron.l have for-
gotten who the Presiding Bishop was,but from that Bishop I was Appointed to
the church in Willow—Lakeg,Glark County.-After Con.I returned Home,packed
my few belongings ,loaded them in my Xed Wheeled Buggy,and drove my Spry lis
tle Mare to Willow-Lakes,which was siltuated on the Great-Northern R.ZX.
Midway between Watertown and Huron,about 75 Miles from my home.-It.was dur-
ing the Month of Cctober,always one of the most delighpfull geasons of the
year.l remember how beautliful that trip waa.l thought,Sang,shouted all the
way to Williow-Lakes.-I was really going on my Own for the First time in my
1ife.The year past had been full of Victory and holy Triumph.I have always
considered 1t one of the fery greatest years of my Ministry,but I had been
home with my Parents,to whom I could constanﬁly go for adviee.- Now,I shall

be upon my own resources and Judgment,but I didnot fear.-
In those Ploneer Days Methodlst Ministers didnot consider Conditlions Muchs
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Churches were in ths Formation and the making the Preacher was there to

lead in the making.Ilf churches were Low,lift them up,If they were narrow and_f.

P

circumscribed broaden them out,-I; they lacked Adequate Buildings and- -~ "~
-Equipment,Build and Secure.-Mostly the People were moderately poor,not -Pove

erty stricken,But hard working Young People gettlng a Start.-Many,many of

them had been reared.-in the church at the old Eastern home,and expected and
--He}*éomed it on the- Dakota Prairies.-Thers. in those early days were the Par-

ents of Thousands of the best People the churches in the State hawa had.

The Ploneer Pastors had the leadership in producing all that. ’
I relived that trip-the other day,some of the old ecstacy and Joy came to

me .~When I reached Willow-Lakes I found our church at very low ebbp.-They

owned one good 1little Three Room Cottage-House,which they called the Par-
soﬁage.l came to love that 1little home.It was a restfull retreat.and plenty
large for me.Nice little pantry with quite a number of different sorts of
dishes.A bed-Sofa-some common chairs. and other things.l beleive there was a
.sm"a.ll Coal heater.-I had brought nearly $300- from my previous Charge.Owed
no debts.Had ordered the books for my Con.Course for that year at Con.and
paid for themsI remember I also bought Two or Three bocks thai would help
me with my Sermon making.-Bought gquite a number of Copies of Whedon's Com-~
mentary,completed the list as they were Issued.That Set of books repose,l
think on the Shelf in Son Paul's Library.Those Authorities are not much used
these times,having been Sgceeded by more recent Authority.-In my earlier

experience to quote Dr.Whedon would close any Methodlst Aréﬁ@ent.-
\

I found no Methodlst cghurch building in W.L.

The School-House was a OUne Story long bullding dividgiacross its middle into
- TwWo Apartmens,at that time but one Aprtmnt in use by the SchoolAnd we Meth-

odlists were using the Vacant Apartment as a Place .of Worshlp.Our People had

thelr Aprtmnt furnlshed for worship with a lot of 6ld,most1y Home-mads,

broken up Furniture.-Prof.Burt Matthews a Local boy was the teacher.Each

Week the Prof.permltted the Pupils. to play in the Vacant Aprtmnt,and they
managed each Week to gst our things scatiered about,and some of 1t broken.

Each Saturday I spent the Afternoon,Stralghtening up,and mending the broken
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seats for my congregation to sit on durlng the Sunday A.M.Service.-This was

becoming an .intollerable Bore.-At that time the Matthews Family Professed
Athelsm.They were uncouth.The Prof's father would trudge about Town Bare-
footed.His Teen age Sisters came to our 5,5,Barefooted .-They lived a Mile -
North of town on their Claime perched on a hill looking down into the Dry,xs
Rocke rilled bed of Willcw-Lake.-Finagpy I went to Frof.Matthews protesting
their treatment of our Church equipment.l.found him walting for me.He re-
celved me very unkindly.He told me what he thought of the church Snouging
i1ts Place oA worship,and™®f we did not likéi;e might move out any time™-

- I went to the fine,Gentleﬁan Chalrman of thé School~Beoard.He talked fto me
very kindly.Was sorry that Prof.Burt assumed that attitude,and then he told
me this,they were about to order us out as they had engaged another teacher
and were about to enstall another Apariment in the School.Which all they did
beginnling with the new term.And,By the Way,The Sister of Burt Cornwall, one

of Clark Countles most Extensive Farmers.His Sister Maud Cornwall came from

near Winona Minn.tc teach the extra school.-She was anQ Ardent Congregatioma
alist,and assoclated herself with that church in W.L.-Later just after I
left our church,My Bro.Will came to the Pastorate of the Con.Church.He fourd
Mau@ actlve there.~-Their asscelation ripened into a close Attachment,and

T b i
here he and Maude Married,went directly to

After Will had besn Pastor(t
Chicago where Will entered the Gg%.fheological School, the Chicago Semenary,
where he took the entire Course.-

/%bll,back 40 the church,now we were turned out we had to do somethings
There was a very good Public hall of good dimensions ,Clean and Well fur-
nished which we might use for our services at a very moderate Fee.We rented
it,and it made us a very cozy place.~The Haﬁ? Family lived on thelr farm
Two Miles East ef the town.Mr.Hawes assumed ihe oversight of the Methodist
church.His-only Daughter,the Wife of a Young man ,a Country School teacher,
near town and living in the Hawes home.The daughter was quite musical and
assumed charge of the Music 1n the church.-

~ One day Father Hawes came in with his Hay Rack wagon,and he and I gath-

ered the Methodist Junk,loaded it and he took it home.-As he was perched
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upon his load he said to me TAre you going to try to build a new Methodist
Church here this Year,Bro. Dibble“,I sald"You know tha?ﬁfhat I was sant here

for,Bro Hawes"-He became angry and sald I wisc to say to you Ero.DibbleJlﬂl

!‘.
.

hat ir you undertake to bulld a church,Myself-Wife,Daughter -Husband  will .
all leave the church.“ I sald"That would be bad,We donot want you to do that

But the fact 1s Father Hawes, You People have held the Methodist Church down
too long,and God helping us ,we shall dedicate a new church before ccnfereng

He drove away angry.-I had geod backing 1n Dr.Traveller, ,seperate from him I
had no help.Pr.Ilraveiler,a very Ambitious,ensrzetic man, had tola me after my |

Appolntment to W.L.that he expected me to build a church during phat yaar,
and I expected,or course,to do it.We had no Builaling Slte.The Great Northern
R.R.People owned some Lots scatteresd about the iLown,Two away over N.¥.ln the
weeds out ol town,they ofrered them to qs,but I would not accept them,I
wished to re closer,and the Company owned Two very rine lots right in the
heart of. the town, Just a rew Yards rrom the Depoti,just back from Malin St.
in rront of tne S.H.and between the tine Congregational Church and Town,Il
wanted those Lots.At First they turned me down Flat,we could not have them
=but I kept after them untlli we mlight have them upon the agreement to erect
at once a good Church building which we agreed zo do.I remember how happy 1
was when the transfer ot tne Lota to our church was finally mads.Armed with

that I was ready for work.-In our church was a very fine Well-to-do Man andn

]
nis wire,Mr.-Mrs.C.H.Chase,the Town's Lumberman.-The Chadges and mysely built
the 2 er Hawes and his Family had sat down,refused to help the FProd

Ject,in fact were opposing with all their force.Mr.-Mrs.HEawes did not act-
ually leave the church,but became Quiescant,and did not attend our Services.
The Daughtuer,however,dragged her Pror.Teacher Husband witn her rrom our

echurch.She went to Rev.Hltchcock Pagstor of the other church seexing Aamissiq

but e would not recelve them.I nac lssued tnem a discharge from our cnurch,
The Congo Pastor told them"You are Tréuble Makers,If you cannoi get along
witn Bro,Dilpble,you could not with me"-Tne poor Woman round nerselr without
‘a Churen to Boss 1n the town.~- Tne Chases and I would put our neads togatner
ror the new Church.They nad 1nIiuence and money,and inctlination.

#e nad decldec tne type or bullaing we cesirec.3uch structures were being



erectad in otner places of tune size of Willow-lakes.During tnat Filonner
Church building tnere waa a very derinite system.-New cnurchnes werse belng
built all over tne Con.-During Two Years 22 Methodlst cnurches were erected
and Dedicated,nearly all of'thé same Architectural Type the "IQwA."-
Thosae Enurcnes weore costing froﬁ éISoo.to #2500 4= t0 build.ﬁf that amcunt the
Ghurch—Extension Board of the church would let the new church have 3500 o=
#250.-a glft,and @250.-& loan.-The Chases were efflicient Business People I
made them.my close Advisers ,We built the church.-The Church Board wlill pladsg,
at once 1its Applicatioﬁj%&hthe The Board of Church ~Extension for its $5co.
which we dld ,recelving the amount in cash while the church was under con-
struction.-I intimated that Mr.Matthews owned the o0ld Rock filled bed of W.L
We needed some of those rocks ,but Mr.Matthews was a Professed Atheist,not a
lover of the Church,ang way,he can only scold me,I will see him.-I drove to
his home.He greeted me like a fine Gentleman,invited me into his home.
Finally I-told him my errand,I wanted rock enough for a .church Foundation.
I remember the Smille answer he gave me"Il reckon the Lord made those Rocks
they are hils,1f he needs some for his house,he should have them,Help your-
self"-When I asked him about the price,said"Nothing,I will come ta the new
church"-I had the privilege of preaching to the Matthew Family in the new
church,.-Will "stop with that unusial Family a Moment.-They were bright,FPeople
hungry for Mental Stimilus,About that time Prof.Burt ,who had taught the lo-
cal school,secured a teachlng position on the Faculty of the D.A.C.-put in B
his entire Mature 1life in that Institutlon,z2nd probably became the most in-
fTuential and vital Member of the Faculty.He passed away only a few years
ago.He and I became intimate Friends.-Fe had Three Sisters,when we were in
W.L.those Teen age glirls attended our S.S.bare footed,they went to the D.A.C
Graduated,and became fine,beautiful and Cultured Women.-Toc me the Matthew
Famlly has been a living example of the power of a strong BACK-GROUND,.They &
had that.-Well Xow the new church.-On a Sunday at church ,I asked Five
farmers if they would come in Monday w*th t£;;;hFaf£;hagons and teams and do
some work for me and the church."They Sure Would"and did,Five big Farm Out-

fits make qulte a display=-When I unfolded my plan, tbey shrunk back Mr.Matthw
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was an‘infidel they were somewhat afrald of him.-He came to the Rock~bed

where we were loading,gzreseted the men cordially.-Said help Yourselves.He

. /-cautioned them to be Cheoosle of the rocks selected,not all rocks couldr?aed =
It took us some Hours to load.It was a Mile into town,We drove in a rocky =
Procesalon,I marshalled them about a Center,I remember saying "Brethren -\
Those are good,sc¢lid rocks.no danger of breaking them if they do strike hard
Those good Farmers caught the hint,and bgged those Five loads of rock upon -
that plle,that was about as large as the City BEotel,when the loads wers
grouped.~I had taken these men to the hatelfor dimmer.-I verlly believe that
while those rocks were being pounded on the pllie that One Half or more of
all the Men in town came out there."What's going on"What'®s you doing"-
Why,Havn't you heardfWer'e bullding a new Methodist Church"-

Directly after the loads were off and the good Farmers had gone to thelr ggm
hoﬁés,I went to my home,Cleaned up,changed,took the Subscription Paper I

nad formulated the night before.and started out.Before I.retired that night
I had practically called upon every Business man in town.and had recelved

a Subscription of something from every one.Later when Dr.Traveller reported
the enterprglze to the Church Papers he sald practically every man had made
a Subscription.-The Hardware man would furnish the Hardware,Mails and
Fixtures.The Drugglst would furnlish the Paint and 0ll,and they did-Many Men
Subscribed Day Labor.Mr.Chase saigewerq to get our Lumber Supplles from

his Yard,and he woul%yait until after the Dedication for his pay.-

There were all the Lumber Supplles Provided for.The Hardware,and Palnt sup-
plies provided for,Much construction labor,and I Assumed all Painting.There
was the bullding ready to he nailed together.~-We found a Mature Iralned
Carpenter who would assume the leadership of the workmen.He should be

paid; One of the‘strangest things happrened.That new building became the
Center of activity.Men in no ways connected wlth the church would come with
bammer and drive nalls for an Hour or so.Much of that church was built

after Supper 1n the long Dakota Twilight.There were no%aggrsons in Town

who did not drive nails in that structure.-Some of our Women tried their

hands at Lathling.Il worked every day in whatever was dolng.
“he Watertown District Camp-Meeting was to be held at Gary in early July,and
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all District Pastors were expected to attend.I was working about ¥ight-day

and really needed a little recreation,I would go to the Camp-meeting.l had &
not seen My good"GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE" Since Christmas time,Il wrote her to
go with me.She and my Sister Hattle were rooming together,You will both go
with me Friday P.M. and back Sunday P.M.-That all proved agreeable with
Hettie-Hattle.-I secured a Double team of Manly Waldron in W.L.~Drove to
Boookings,got the girls,drove to Gary,staid at the hotel,enjoyed the gerv-
ices;back to the college Sunday Eve.Home to W.L.Monday A.M.-and back at my
Churchibuiliing.-One Afternoon when the train came from Buron a group

got orf with Father Hawes,they had been down t& Huron to a Lodge meeting.And
That 01d Man who had not given a Cent,nor Cne Minute of time,or one Wora of
encouragement vo the enterprisegStrutted about with his friends showing
off"bUR NEW CEURCH-I heard the old Strutt say "We thought whlle we were
bullding that we had better do it well and attractive'-I was painting,aqd EE
let him Spread Eagle.-I will say that with some more Strutting that 01d Man
Hawes attended the Dedigiory Services,and gave $25.toward the bullding,which
was not so bad for the old Man.-I wish I might be able t® give the exact
date of the Completion and Dedicatlon of the bullding,but I cannot,I have
for gotten the date,I do remember that I preached 1ln 1t several tlmes before
Conference,.On the princlpie that 2 new broom sweeps clean,our beautlful

new church was fllled each Service.The bullding was a thing of ZBeauty.-

As [r Traveller and I stood looklng upon it the day before Dedlcation,the
01ld W;rrior who was dedicating new churches every Sunday said ,"You may con-
tinue in the Ministry many years,Bro.Dibble,bulld many churches,but you will
_never have a greater Victory than that" I do not think I have.That Beautiful
gtructure was created out of nothing but Falth,Venture,Avdacity and courages
Upon the day of Dedication Two fine new Familles from the Church in Wate?-
town, Tom Macbath and Wife,and Mr.,and Mrs.Mason,these new Qeople at once
fitted into the activitles of the new church.-All cost of the Bullding wiﬂé

'
Provided for upon dedication.-THIS WILL BE MY "P®AI®IEZ *NUIGET'No.I.
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At the close of the Con.Year Dr.Traveller asked me if I carsed to remain in
Willow-Lakes and enjoy the new church?-I answered "M0",that I could not "I
'wavn't another rig to put into thia church’Piece by plece my Beloved Rig,
Little Mare,and Red wheeled Hughson Buggy had gone into the expenses of the

year.I had received $Iococ<Missionary Money,but had received practically noth-.

ing from the Charge.The most of the Year I had Bachted in-the little Parson~ -

age.But our beautiful Victory filled me with Joy.-I passed in good shape My"

Second Year's Con.Course,was accepted into Full *Connectionin the Con.an§
Ordained “DEACON"-I was advancing.-Dr.Traveller said he had another Church

for me to build.-I Wellcomed that .-at Con.I was approinted to Kampeska and

Hazle,with Florence Mldway between,as an Afternoon Ap?ointment.
—

I considerec this my First real Church.There were many Psople connected with

this Charge.Three regular Organizations.Each voting a deflnite Salary,what I

was not accustomed to,and the Fabﬂlous Salary of $8oo0.--and House,.Frettiy

all today,but average at that time,I felt on my way.I had a real Charge i
)

was happy.-Kampeska and Hazle were Ten Miles apart,l must arrange it to glve

-

each of the Appointments Cne chg%%a“32§% Sundsay.~-Hazle was a-live,little
town with People rather above the ;verage in Eduocation and Culture.Not a
'~ large Country Contingent,and the People in town rather prefered an Evening
service,and they surely supported it.I think I'had in Hazle Zvenings one of
the rinest Congregations I have ever had,.,-Kampeska prefered the A.M.service,
S0 we fell easlly Into this Schedule,KAMPESKA-AM.~FLORENCE -2 P,M.-HAZLE-EE
The only bad feature of that was the fact we were away from home every Sun-
day night,but in good weather we drove home after the gservice,mostly,
As a little Sentamental gleam,we had a fine new Base-burner,with i1ts Mica

Bellle that would 'glow in the dark,approaching home we would try to catch

the gleam First.=-0f Course just now,it was not WE but I.-The church had

“ented a real,Full sizéd nouse for the Preacher,expecting him to have a
family.él chose a'room,and we rented the rest to a family,I boarding with-

the Renters.It all worked rine.I was away on the Field much.When I came home

at II 0'Clock gired,I aﬁg%ﬁ%ifﬁﬂ d a fine lunch awaiting in my room.,
That, proved to one o f the most ears of my Minlatry.- :
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Kampeska was a quiet,dead 1lttle Burg,in the heart of the great Two or

Three Thousand Acre Estate of the Millicnaire Robbinsons of Chicago.-These
Acres wers arranged into fine farms: A mile from the town was one of the i!!
mwost beautiful Lakes in the state,"lake Kampeska".-On the beautiful Sandy (j
shore,wlth the Pure waters lapping up,was located the capaclous and fine
Capi}ol of the Robbinson Estate.Mr.Rcbbinson owned about every thing in sigh
O.P.Jacops,the General manager of the Estate,with his Cultured and fine
famlly dwelt in the Tine home,?hey were recognlzed as ameng the First leadep
of our c?urch in the Village.-From June until the First frost each Summer
Mr.and Mrs,.Robbinson lived on their Istate at the Lake.They were ardent
Churts People.I preached to‘them each Summer.With us they were common.They
left theirMilliopaire stuff 1n Chicago.Mrs.®obblnson woved as one with the
Women o1 the Church.Worked in the L.A.Soclety with the FParm Women.The Cld
Folks were greatly Beloved by the People.-The beautlful little church we
worshipped 1n had been built and given to the Kampeska Methodists by the

Robbinsons .-Every Three Months,a check for 325.came 0 the Pastor from R.ﬂj

4

He rurnished all the fuel the church used.-They loved the church,but never
tried to "Boss" it.-It became known that "TEZ 3IRL ACROSS THZ AISLE" and I
vlanned wo marry later that Con.year,as sne was to graduate with her B.A.
at the Following Commencement.Mr.Xobbinson owned practically all of the town
one day he ﬁnd I stoed on the St«in conversation when he sald in hils fine
friendly way,?l hear you are to be married,Mr.Dibble,"-"Well,I have heard
something like that myself.I beleive that is the plan"-" Well where are you
going to live“? "Oh,I Don't know,the Lord will provide that'-" Fo Sir,It is
your Businee to provide a heme.You have no Business to bring that little
College Girl here with no Place for her to live”-"Do you see that empty houe
over tnere,polinting to a really fine Cnes Story House near.0Oh,Yes,I see it.
"Well,Dibble,I'll tell you if your men will get a move on them.p%? a bagew
hﬁﬁsgg} there by the side of the churcn,move that building over there and fix
1t up,I will give 1t to them for a Parscnage"X answered“ch,Mr.Rdbbinson,;CLna\
sure They will"-"Well,I want to see them at it".-As he was turning away,

he turned and said"It will cost something to move and flx that house up,l
will give them $2co.towara ithat oend.Every blt of th;t toqkqPLaee in theAnext B



——— S -
few monthas with astonisning—sé%pgtch.-That was I89I-Hettie and I were

married jJjust befor Con.on Oct.7-and came at once to Kampeska and spent the

few remalning days in the house the church had rentea for me that year.

( hen We returnea from Con.the Parsonage was not quitesready hut wag being
pushed to completion.The Jacoba' tock us in at the Robbinson Home at the.

Lake-side where we remained Six Weeks.-We had been returned to Kampeska for

my Second year.My raltntull Sweet-Heart was no longer "The GIML ACRCSS THE

AISLE"but the sweet Companion at my side.-That began a beautiful Companion-

ship,which <ontinued for 36 beautiful Years.- ..
One day the new parsonage was ready,we shall now have our own home .One suiee

Aftarnooh Mr.Jacobs took the blg Farm Hay-rack wagon to ﬁatsrtown,Six Miles

to asslist Hettle énd Me,select our Furniture.We drove our own rig,Tou buzgy
Bay-whlte Ponle .—_g:=p&ﬁ;£urnitnre_weﬂi_dizectly ﬁo our new home,which was
very lovely and Roomie.;We féaowed our Fﬁrnishings and were at once happy at
hom?.-That Parsonage étill stands where we put it,and has been the Pastor's

home since I8GI-55 -Years.-
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the Busiest Years of my life.-We did severszl important tasks that year
besiﬁe my regular work as a Bhe Pastogr of a vastParish,Preaching Three
times each Sunday,Mid-Week Tasks,Funerals &c;-and Carrying on my Comn.Course
of Studies whilch I never neglected.Durling that Summer we h%d Two new bulld-

. ings,Twelve Miles a part,under Conairuction,over which I;éirect Supervislon. -
A Tlne new church in Hazle.-The People of Hazle Qere.father auperiocr in thé%?"
tastes‘and demanded that their new church should be attractive.For 1t they
selected a beautiful Site.Beginning at the West end of the East-West Main
St.was a moderate Incline .To look-up Main St.was to look up hill.At the
Waeat end of Main St.it sﬁopped turned North and Squth out of ftown.-

Cur good Church People secured a bullding Lot directly across Main St.and
facing down the ét.So in looking up the St.0ne looked directly inte the

Front of the Church.-A most beautiful effect.-
I think the Hazle church was bullt about. the easlest of any church we

erected.There was no other church in the immediate Community.Every body

wanted this church and helped build 1t.But I was expected to give 1t
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Personal Supervision.During the Zarly Fall the new church was completed and

Dedicated.-During the late Summer the Residence-bﬁildiné that Mr.!obb?son hd
bhad giveh them for a Parsonage was moved upon 1ts permanent Lot by the
church,and Flxed over and fixed up,lntoc s fine Preach;r resldenca.~

I alsc had supervision of that Project.-Then get Marrled,which after all
proved a very easy task,when every thing was ready.-Hettle and L had agreed
upon- Oct.7T-as our Wedding day-at The Bride's Home S.W.of Whilte with Pre-
siding-Elder,H.H.Dresser of Watertown as the Officlating Clergyman.More

about that in a Moment.-The day before the'Wedding I went to Brookings,

Secured a Two'Day lease of a Livery rig from the BRIAK Livery,drové to nmy
Father's home I2 Miles Scuth,and remained over night.Pibked up a few Per-

sonal Belonglings and took them with me.The next Mornins,trailea by my Folks

in their Family rig we drove to Hettile's homeLIman% Miles .-

At IT A.M.we were to meet Dr.Dresser on the trzin from Watertown.We were iik

there on time,and so was the train,but not Br.Dressef,but iﬁsteéd a Telegram
saying,Missed the tralin,cannot get theré,;ecure Springer,who';és Pasto¥ at
White at that time.But told Hettle's Bfother who Accompanied me,"I will

not see Bro.3pringer until I have talked with Hetfie,she has not wan%dBro.
Springer.I was filled with more or less of dismay,"What Shall we Do"Hettie

answered at once and sald"Why,0f Course,Have vour Father"-She told me later

that all the time she had greatly prefered Father,but ,The Presiding-Elder .
should be given Priority.-Mr.Doughty,Hettie's Father sald when told,sald
"Good,0f course have your Father,That's what I have said all the time".

So the cld Community Wedlocker,!ev.J.W.Dibble,married_Egjand we were securey

jolneds-The Wedding was not Cne Minute late.l have said that I was married
the day befére I was born-Born 6ctober 8-Married Oét.7~-

Hettle ;nd I remained a% her home that night,driving the Livery Rig to
Brookings the next Morining intime for the train to Kampeska.-
I was still déopying the rented Péﬁ%onage,and Hettle ana?wént there for the \
few days untll Con.in Siouquallé.-The Firsi Eve.Home a fine Receptlion was

planned in the church.-On that day October 8:%991—“Chubbie"-My Sweet Girl

AcToss the Alsls-Hettle,launched her Ministerlel career which continued
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with unbroken Fldelity,~Devotion,-Enthusiasm,-and efficlency for Thirty-

Six Beautiful Years.- A rew days after our Marriage we wenit to Sioux-Falls

for the Annual Con.-Nothing eventfull,I passed all my Studies.-
(HETTIE)

‘ny good Meﬁory Jogger re%finds me of thia change.~Two days berore Con.went &

to her home at White,On the Following Monday she met me at the train in
White.and.ﬁe went on to Sioux-Falls,.-
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- - I892 was a quiet,uneventfull yeargwith- the Kampeska Xewly Weds.- - Lo

The New church was completed and in service.-After Six Weeks at Mr.Jacobs
the Parsonage 1s ready,and we move into it "As Snug as Two Bugs in a rug".

As the School closed for the Christmas Vacation the pretty ,little teacher

came and prevalled upon Hett®e to Board her_in our home.-We hesitated prefew

ing to be alone,but the litile teacher plead so hard,was so lonely for Young
er People,more refined and-Cultured asscclation that Hettle,took pity on her
and shared our home with her,.,-She was very filne,fltted into our home circle

and we enjoyed her very much,and she said beautiful things about our home.

'Iihis year I wlll finlsh my Con.Course,and in_the Fall will zo to Chicago for

our Semenary Course.-l have already described that.Spent the Winter of I893

Firat World's Fair Year in Chieago,wlth Wi1ll and Maud, just married.

The year proved very pleasant and happy.The new church anéd the new Parsonage
and our new Relatlonship made it a Memorable year.-

From Con.and my Final Ordination as an Elder,we-went directly to Chicage.
Will and Maud were prepared for us,had secured a very good Suite of Rooma.
We expected the regular Financial help That the church gave 1ts Theological
Students, I was planning to attend the Congo School,The Chicago Semsnary but
our Methodist People retused to aasf& me unless I attend one of our own

Church Schools.-All right,I will go to Garrett in Evanston,which I did,

On page6I I relate my experilence at Garrett and our return to Dakota in the
Spring and our going to Bowdle and Bangor for the Summer,and the erectlon of

the new Church in Bowdle that Summer.
Bowdle in March,befors Conference in October we had launchred,

We came to
Trected and Dedicated ,and used A beautlful new church,that 1s 8till in use

"But the Excessive work in buillaing the new church,broke Hettie down.The Dr.

saild she should quit and go to her home,or some placg for rest.Dr.Akers the

nich we lived,came ouil to
Presiding Elder of the Aberdeen Distrlct ,upon w ,

sze us.cgnsulted the Dr.who said that as Con.would scon come ,and Shﬁ migh;ag
find a change she might remain.Dr.akers sald he would see that we zlou .

at Conference.The Dr,sailc that the ~i1rlie was homesick.Bowdle an
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SpSEmmeany, Bangor were away out on the Extreme Frontier.Therse was no Parson-

age.We had had very comfortable rooms over the R.R.Depot.;That new Country &
at that time was rapily £illing up with People directly fr;ﬁ Russla.-We were
hiéhly interested in watching':he Feople who naa opeen there longer greét the
Friends just arriving from Russia.Men embraced like Women;Befo? Con.we packégh
our rurniiure and left 1t with the !.H.Pedble subject to our orcer later.
Hettle went to her home,while I went to Conreren;é.—ﬁi had.been in Bowdle

just Seven Months and had built a peautitul new church,still in use. But it
had broken my Young Wife down.But she quickly !gcuperéiéd when with her
People.~Hettle's Collapse was the dlrect'géggéégg tne work she did and the
manner in whicﬁ it was done.-Cut in the country whergewere rractically no
Modern Homes;-No Electrical Utilisies for the nome.-In the average home no
Telepnone,Rerrigeration as we have 1t today ,unknown.-

Tce Cream could not be bought of the Druggist and Confectioner,It you want&JL
Ice Cream Assemble your Freezep,crack your Ice,mix your cream and season 1%,
Pour 1%t into the can and pack tne can with powdered Ice,turn the Freezer
Tor many minutes,until so frozen can turn no more.-All that time working in
lce and lce water.-Our Ladies of the Bowdle L.A.S.bullt an Ice-cream hut on
Main St.and a # Group or Women Froze and served several Freezers ol cream

Qo bt N
Three or Four AfternoonsdalL Summer.If they took in Ten or $I5. an After-
noon and Eve.they were piéased.-They were paylng for thelr new church.All
thro. the heated season they were puddling about,often with feet wet,with
Ice Water,handilng Ice constantly,Hetule was the Pastor's wire and thought
stte must do 1t every time.-I nave orten tnought about that ana other Summers
and wondered that not more Women Broke-down.-With that tyve of work sne nad
gone to. the limlt.-She always thought she must be in tne nardesp work.Orten
she worked every time while the others changed orr.-Sne never shrank from th
worke- Well,Tnere 1s anouner Prairle Nugget.-The next one will be more
Pleagsant.- {
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It was the Autumn of IS®3-_T nave forgotten where our Conrerence was held,

what slshop Fresided,all of'which does not matter.I do remember that just
before leaving powdle I had traded the Pokey Pony that we had foﬁ?Semi*Broka

ST PP
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I mean a One-Half Broken,wild American horse.Yot-Broncho,but a little meanew

American horses Bréd.on the ranges,and caught Wild.-This was a pretty Baf

Maré welghing about I200 Lbs.~-Trim,an attractive animal,But as ugly and

( \reacherious as the Devil ﬁimsé;f.She was a would-bé Mu;deress,she tried to!
kill u;.several times,Once in crossing the James ®iver approaching Redfield
S.Dak.as we drove up the High Apprbach of the bfidge,where no fence or guaré
when negf the tbp.she deliberately stopped,and started to back,which‘would
havg thfpwn ﬁg"déwn that Twenty Foot embankmeﬁt,l saw her géme,leaped froﬁ-
the rig-caﬁght her Blt and prevented the Catastrophe.-A éain near Raymbnd we.
were ériving along siﬁe a deep gulch on the Hili-side,when that Beast,quiii&
and Qeiiberately swerved to the guleh in an eff;ft to throw us into 1t,which
thing we ﬁisséd by a few lnches.-We bought that pretiy mare from ﬁbrse
Drovers in Bowdle.-I took Hettle to her home at wﬁite,and drove to my honme.
My B;other Charley was there Farming and héd several horses among them good
old F}9£§,Gainly and Eomely of Physlque,crooked legged ,but a Fine traveler,
Aﬁout.the flﬁest Driving hoge I ever owned ,as gentle as a kitten.Father had

.‘aised .her and I knew her.Charley wanted my She Devil Mare,he could ma.nagé .
her on the farm with the other horses.Fe worked her for years without trotb-
le,While'Hettie and I Loved Fleet—footed;énduring Flora and drove her

several years,on different Charges.-Well,Well at that approaching Conference

(3? were appolinted to Ashton,-AEEgl-and a Country Appointment Eleven Miles

N.E.of Ashton.- Ashton was a quiet 1little Place on the bank of the "Jim"

Miver Ten Miles N.of Redfield.-The People of Ashton were very proud of thelr

Culture,and there was some.llving thfere was the Lee Family,Timothy-Whitta-

cher-Andrew-Pool Lee,for short "TwAP"Lee.-These People were Ifrom our oid

Home~Cresco-Iowa,and from our church thére.My People were intimately acquaih

ed with £hem.Mr.Lee for some years had been the County Supt.of Schools.-
The Lees were.a Musical Group,and for some Years travelled as the "Xorth-

~ _Western Xizhxhix Hishtingaleé"-ay the Way,Mr.W.O.Syménds,Foreman of the
Waodéock Farm,where I lived Two years after my People came to Dak.Ter. was &
Teﬁor Member of that very fine Muslcal Aggregation.=

Well I found the Lees a Popular fémily in our church in Ashton,and active in
the Music of the church.Rosie Lee later became an acilve Member of the





