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Musical Department of the Wesleyan University inMlitchell-3.Dak.

Some other our Families became qulte closely identlfied with the Wesleyan.
Whie we were 1in Ashtoﬁ Mr.Levi Plerce and ﬁife,;ﬁons our most active and
highly Respedtéd Families,#ere called to aﬁ lmportant Managerial Posi-
tion 1n the Miténell College .-Geore Boyers,another actlve and Respected
Fémilies,accepted af Position with the College and moved to Mitchell.-
¥ow,With the Lées,Levi Plerces,-and Geofge Boyers removed-ohr not large
church,was weakened .-During tﬁat year one of the most unfortunate incidents

of all my Ministry took Place+ Ashion had just one real,Professional Dr.

:Eﬂggung;rly man and hislwife;-They were not identifled with the church.
Werse Uitra—Socialé&%}c,or completely surrendered to the Soclal Life,and led
in those things in the town.Our Church Leadefé disapproved of many of the
Soéial acta,of the Dr.and his wlfe,but wlsely kept atill c;hcerning them.
But,the matter became so rank as to become intollerable.Some of our Young
People were cominé under the infiuence and practice of these Soclal Leaders.

There was a constant urge upcon me to Crilticlse the thing in ay Puloit.

Until a certaln act transpired that seemed to be the last Straw,and I an-

nounced my protest for Sunday Eve.-They tried to Smother me,Packed the front

of the church with treir friends and Cronies,-and caused some degrsee of

disturbance while I was speaking,whic simﬁly Fired me up,untilfsakd some
things I had not planned to say,and would hot,if-they had not disturbed me.
At the close of the service our leading Church People Commended warmly our
effort,but some of these later when the church came under driticism,turned
against me.They took the positlon that I h;d gone-too far.A leading Young

Lady Clerk at the P.C.was in the Dré.Ciique,She would wateh for ﬁz comiﬁg

to the P.C.and throw mg mail thro.the Dellvery Window on the Floor,and I
would have to piék it up,after she had done that several timés,énd evident-
1y intended to continue.I gave her a talking to.I said "Donot thow my

Mail on the floor again'I rémin&ed her that she was Jjust a Hired Girl of

Unele Sam,that 1f she did that agaln I should leave my mail on the floor,

secure Witnesses and report her to the P.0.Drptmnt.-wWhich I would have done.

She ceased that dirty act,but didnot cease her hatred of me.



-——— D -

On 3eptember 4:I8%4-occured the greatest event in our Home nistory to th;t
date,the Birth of Robert,our First bo;n.~A fine Twel&e Pound baby.~In bring-
ing him into the World his Mother passed thro a critical experience.wé wou;q

{ aay.now ;haﬁ she should have gone to a hospital.But,thatdwas hardly thought
of in thoas days .Many ch;ldren came 1n£o the World without even thé helﬁ
of a Professional Dr.In every Community were One or more Women qualifieé for
that important event.-ﬁell,nobert got here Safe~sound.It toock his Mother xumm
some time to recover'her streﬁgth.-

The Conference Year was drawlng to & close.Some way the Peéple in the
‘church ,in AgEEpn,had held off,and did not encourage any lntimacy wlth the

Pastqr's'FoleJHe had felt alone all the year.We ascribed the coldnesg and

indifférence of the Chﬁrch People to the Fracas we had with the Drs.Folks,
we thought our People were in sympathy with tbose Folks.~Cur Churcnh Pesople
seemed to enjoy my Preaching,they came to churcb,gave respectfull attention
but that was.all.-They didnot care for us after Twelve Q’'Clock on Sunday.

It was really a game of Freeze-Cut,and as Conference tlme approached,thére

.was noe thought on our part,of returning for another year,and 1t 4did not
occur to us that the church would tollerate us.-We felt that they were look-
ing forward anxiously to the close of the year that they might get rid of
us.-At the close of the last Prayer-Meeting service Three leading Men,
George Boyer the leader,sald to me,we wish a Private talk with you Bro;D.-
may we go to your home""Indeed,Yes".The First time during the year,any of
them had ventursd to our home.-I must not take space for all that conver-
sation,farther tQan to say it was all in respectfull oraervand Spifit.

Bro.Boyer reprisented the church.-He surprised us when he said "There 1s

a Unanimous desire on the part of our Church Pecple for your return,Our

" “People believe in your sincerety and love your preaching.We are not a
Demonstrative People.”I reminded him of the fracas wlth the Soclal Group.

I remember I said “"You Folks Nagged me into criticisng that thing, then went

back on me for doing 1t."I said "You should not have a Pastor that you must
constantly apologize to with the leading People in town for'-Then those Men
told Hetitie and me that the church had been 1in full sympathy with us all the

———
year.de belleved that crowd got what was coming to them.Xot one Member qult
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the caurch because of 1t.Now,Bro.Dibble,those Feople have boasted all the

year how théy would see to it that you donot return,if you donot,they will

take the credit for it.And we object to a bunch of daneing,carousing World-
lings,running our church,and sending our Pastor away.We have the church at

heart,and believe we will have a googj?¥m}ou return”"-They said more.-

In some ways that was the hardest year of our Ministry,but later Hettie and
I'égreed that we should have remained in Ashton,The Ahton church wanted us,
the‘ﬁtnol Church,and that of the Country were very pronounced in their de-

sire for our return,but conaitions had been so lonely and cold,we didnot haw

courage encugh to face another year.ind moved,and Ch,Such a Move.-
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Edle had been with us since the Baby's birth,now,at Con.time thney went to

thelr home,wnlie I went to Con.-We were apvpointed to wWebster,one of the hard

egst Apvointmenta we ever have received.-The church was cringing before 1ts
i o T .

Bosg;Mrs.John Norton.She bossed tne church,she bossed the Pastor.I can see b

fter hired man coming wvo the Parsonage and'infdrming me that Mrs.Norton
wanted me to come to her home at once.whers she gave me definite instructiom
a; to what I was ,and was not to do.The Nortons were wealthy,lived in a fine
large,richly furnished house.John Xorton was the Owner of a larée Dprtmnt

Store,éevearl farms,and much other propefiy,among which was his Racing horse

that he was so proud of ,and which he took in his Gig to the Local Race-Track
with the Rift -raff of the Community each Sunday Afternoon when weather
permitted,-After he had taken the offering at the church,and got the shekels
in his’pocket.For all Purposes the Xortbns owned the churcn.In Personal

Character they were as rotten as Fumanlty can be.John Nortan was a Fla<

grant wOﬁan’s Man.She sald to her Neighbors that she did not care how many

Women her husband had if he would leave her alone.lnder the Dictatopahin. of

Mrs.Morton we spent a mlserab ported year.
During the Winter our hearts were filled with panic as we nearly lost our
i

Bobby boy with a_siege of le r.-At the last Quarterly Con.of the

year Dr.Dresser,zave the church a severe chastisement.He reminded them that

they had had Three Pastors withing s few montns,Men weould not remain and be
bossed by the Nortons.l remember he sald "We have no more Preachers for youm
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to Crucify,there shallfbe no Minister sent vou by this Con.and nelther was

there.-There was really not much Christian Manhood and Womanhood in the Web-

. 8ter church at that time.But with the Nortons,and Abbotts,and some others @§

the church was recovered,it has rebullt,and is recognized as -one of the

better churches of the Con.today. But we Moved at Con.time.Had done better

‘than some other Men had,who quit during the year.We had no trouble.I could #

see no use in quaryelling with them. Put in the. year and left in order..
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good old Flora trotted us to the A,B,Doughty Farm -White-Where I left her,
My Girlie previously from Across the Alsle my Curly headed, active son Bobbis
and went to Con.I have forgotten where,and who the Presiding Bishop was.li
was the Autumn of I895-Ro other Bishop has been 11101"a kind than that Blshop
who Appolnted us(EinZZE;;ESE;HETLAID-and the CO=NERS, the Country appcintmnﬁ

We have consldered that one of the very finest Appointments of our Ministry.

There we had Foup heaufiful vears unbroken by 2 single nnto incident.

.l‘he Peopls o:t‘ that charge Jjust knew how to love their Pastor's Folks.

Congregations were larges the entire period.-They knew good Preaching,and
were & source of great Inslration.-COne ﬁeautiful,favoring eliment was the
fine Group of Non-Church ﬁembers,many‘of them leading Busineess Men who
attendéd and supported'our church.=-0One Eve aé Hettle and I had just returned
from the Comn.in Vermillion wﬁere we had been returned to Arlington for an-
othe year,a group of Men,not one 6f whom was a member of the ghurch,came‘to
the Parsonage and greeted us,handing me'a paper;f have 1t yet,which stated
the Preple,whose names followed,all Non-Church Members agreed to pay the
amounthopposite theilr names ,not to be appliéd upon the regular salary,if
Rev.Dibble,was retalned but not if he was not returned.-The amount totalled
something over One Hundred Deollars.In view of that the Cfficial Board voted
an increase ofSIooﬂto the salary for the year.-We came to love those People
and that Spirit of Good will has always continued.-

I returned from Con.happy in my Appointment,left Wife and Baby with her Peo-

ple and drove Flora to Arlington,Put her in the Livery Barn and myself in th
Clt¥ Hotel where I planned to stay over Sunday.At about Nine C'Clock Threse
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Men came to the Hotel went to the desk and said to the Land-Lord "We are
looking tor a stray Preacher,got any here“?He sald"There’s a Stranger I-Dont

know whether he 1s a Preacher or not" With that I made myself known to

—

Brother C.C.Maxwell,-John Bennett=the other.Bro.Maxwell said“"We donot do
tekat way in this church Bro.Dibble,get your bag and come with us,which I did

Went to the Maxwell home where I 8tald over Sunday,ana until I got a bed up
in the Parsonage.-Then Flora and I trotted over to Whidée,got the Family,and
returned for Four ,perhaps the happilest years of my Ministry.-Hettie and I
knew that about a certain date we would require a Dr.We had consulted
Dr.Schoonmaker,our local Physilcian,who would take the case.But later when
nearing the time,Dr;Schoonmaker saiﬁ he was belng called away,but had made
arrangémgnts with Dr.Egan,of Hetland,Fi&e Miles away.-There wéé no Telephone
At the critlcal time some one would need go for the Dr. I made arrangements
with a Young man who was likely to be available to go for Dr.Egan on Call,
All of which he did,with the result that when he got to Dr.Egan’s office he
discovered that the Dr.was out of town,would probably be back soon,and
would coﬁe right over.-In the meantime,that approaching Baby would not be
detained,ﬁut insisted upon being bdrn.A near Nelghbor Woman had had limited
experlience,Came and 4ild what was needed.When the Dr.came a 1ittle later +the
Baby was born,washed and dressed,and Heitle was getting along Normzlly.

He gave Hettle an examination and assured me she was getiing along fine,
and said I could have done no better myself’’-From that case Hettle got about
in Hormal-time and conditlon.~But,Now,I shudder when I think of the risks
we took,but 1t didnot occur to us then that the Mother should go to the Hos-
pital.There was no hospital near.-What should this fine new boy be called?
We quickly agreed upon Paul for his First name,bﬁt we thought. he should have
a8 Second or middle namé.We tried several,but we desired the combination to6 i+
smooth,Three names that would flow easily.;Paul What?-Just then,about the
day Paul was born,Perhaps the W&rld's greatest man,Premier Wm.E.Gladstone,

of rich old age passed away,and there was our name PAUL CGLADSTONE DIBELE.

It was suggested that we were loading the little boy down with too much

name .He might not be able to measure up to so much welght,but he has,and we
made no mistake when we named hlm Paul '%3@5?939‘_

R
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If the Maternal FPreferences of that Young Mother had been regarded the namse

¢f that Babe would not have been Paul,nor any Masculine name,But Mary-Susie

or some Feminlne name,as she greatly wanted a Girl Baby.But as she .could dog
{ 20 oﬁher she gracliously accepted the fine boy,so PAUL GLADSTOXE found his

Wellcome place in the Family Circls.-Paul came to us May I3:18G8~=
We came to Arlington in the Autumn of I865,1t 1s now approaching Autumn of

IBég,we are closing our Fourth Happy year.Noﬁ a Werd had been sald in our
hear}ng of the apprcacﬁing year,We ﬁere at the helght of ouf Popularity,But,
Oné éay a3 1 walked to town,there came cver me & sudden gvulsion for the EIX
Place,a feellng that my work there was done,thét I should not come back,that
we éhould move.We were having-a happy time going ihro the Forma,and that was
all.—There.was nothing to build,nothing to fix,I wan;éd a joS.The Dia.Supt.
sald we éightlmove.As.quickly as we proposed moving there came a Universal
ppotést ffcm ﬁhe'People.GrandPa Aaran said"Brother Dibble,Tbé Wickedest
declsion you ever made was when you decided to move from Arlington”.
Arlington had not yest formed her present rule,thaf the Pastor shall remain
.ﬁixlyears,then mova.-1 wag not in favor of remaining as long as I could,or
until dischargedsThere had beén Four Years of perfect Love and hafﬁony,Every
body Loved ué,I concelved tﬁat was about the time to move,and'inéisted upon.
1t.And did.-So Hettle and our Two flne Boys,went héme to White,and I went to

Con.I have forgotten where,and who the Presidiﬁg Bishop was,but the year I&?%’
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Ever since Hettie's and my Marriage there had been a constant demand for us
on the part of the White Church.-A good church in White at that time .Good
Mémbeisﬁip,and especlally fine Congregations,Church filled Twice each Sunday
Fine harmony,fair ,average Property,good Interest.There waé a determined de-
mand for our appointment.Of course it was gzolng home to us.The church was
Completely Doﬁghtyized,On the Church RMecords was a list of 37 Doughty naﬁes
on the Membership Column of the chﬁrch.—fhey were all really good,assertlive
01d School Methodlsts.-Thelr coﬁception of "CHURCH-WCRK" ,was Two services on
Sunday-3unday School,-Prayer Meeting Thursday night,a Mevival Meeting in

Winter.That line of Activity they would support to thé last one.To White we
were appolnted.Hettie and the boys already there.-I went to Arlington
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Secursd Two Hay-rack wagons and mover our things to the Capaclous Parsonage
at Whlte.We had a good year at White.I found 1t a pleasant Congregation to
Preach to.They insisted they had a Premier Preacher,.-We had a fine time amog
our relatives.Could not move about any where without running upon an Uncle, (
or Aunt,ocr Cousin,and they were kind,appreciatlve and respecifull.

Cne sad event marred our year,the death from QQnsumption of Fettie's Sia-
ter Edith,or Mrs.Bert Merrlll as sﬁe was .Young People.as gso often happeﬁs
with that dread dlsease Edie went with the birth of her little Daughter,who
lived and became Muth Merrill.-Erother Burt took the loss of his Young wife
very hard.It took him Years to récover from it.In fact his entire 1life was
shaddowed by it.He inslsted upon caring for the Baby,whlch he did.Ruth was a
béautiful chilé,Brother Burt reared her into a beautiful Womanhood .- )

One day as Con.was approachling I recelved a letter from ﬁr.Dobson,Supt. of
the Sioux-Falls Dis.urging me to accept the Pastofaté ¢ the Yankton Church
for the Aext year.That call was greater than I coculd resist,But I was self-
ish,Yankton offered what I wanted,Was gquite a City,the Church carried quite '
a préstigeyand was a-way-down South in the Con.-The Churéh in White resistai
our removal;had a large dellgation of Men at Cen.Pulling for us.After I had |
made arrangements with Cr.Dobson for ngton I agsgursed the Whiie Deligation

that I wouid keep my hand off,and go where I was sent,But I knew ébout whére

that would be.So to Yankton we were Appointed in the autumn of I9co.

After Con.We hurriec ba;;';;-%ii;; to Pack-move.-4We had come lnto Posgessih
of & team of Drivers and a large Spring Wagoﬁ,that I had bought of A.D.Max:~
well in Arlington.We drove the Out-fit to fgkton,the trip taklng Two days,
The intervening night we s?ent 2t the Hotel in Lennox,and con our way the nex
day,wnich was Satﬁraay,and was due to Preach in Yanﬁton Sunday.During the ¥
day one horse,"John" went very lame.We stopped at a Black Smith shop,had his
Stoes atteﬁded to but hls lameness coﬁtinned.we got to Volin 12 Miles from -
Yankton,but relt that poor old John,who was sufferlng'énouia not e driven

that alstance that day.A Passenger train would Passing thro Volln for Yanktn

during the Eve,so we quickly decided to leave the rig in Veolin and coﬁplate
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our Journey by train,wnlch w;—éiéTEE—EEe Yakton Station I made some enquirie
and found that the Merchants Hotel would be a good Place for us to stay.We
took a hack for that place,Clear down the entire 1Bzth of Main Street.As we
( ‘assed along,Robert who always had a view for large things sald with aﬁsighh.
"My,That is a Long Main S;reét“,ln fact 1t was.The Hotel was very tine,we em
enjoyed 1t very much.Tﬁe next Morning I started out to fina the Church where
I was expscted to Preach that Mornlng.My Fir-t Con.was held in Yankton so I
knew somet&ing about the town.On the Street I met a nice man and Inquired of
kim.I observea ne had with a Bible the Blue Quarterly ,he was a Methodist on
hls way to S.S5.which all provec to be true.My First meeting with J.W.Shufelj
dastiﬂed to become one or the most intimate friends I ever had.-We were Xi0&
invited to some one our homes for dinner arter church,l donot recall what
home.-A good congregation Morning and Eve.I have for gotﬁ;n'wnere we stayed
Sunday nighit.Monday Morning I round that our Furniture had arrived and‘was
walting for us at the Great Worthern Station but an unroriunate condition KA
had arisens®ev.lLacnlan Mclain,our Prececesgor,refused tc move from the Par-
‘onage untll after Electlion some days to come.It was a Cresidential Electlon

and he was unwilling to Sacrirlce nis Vote.They nad been appointed tc Elk-

Point.He insistea nls Family shoula remain in the Yankton Farsonage.
fiiv.Lachlan Maclaln was a difricult man to get along with.A Scoteh Man,
Prgﬁ,Selfish and assertive,-The Church to wnich we came had Just passed Thro
the throes of an Insurrecﬁion aga;pst the arrogant Pastor.The more we became
acquainted with the Yankton Churen, the more convinced were we that the Pasgﬁﬁh—
tor and not_ﬁhe People were tne most to blame for_the unfortunate rupture.-
We had Two mpst beau;iful harmoni.ﬂious years,not one ripple of trouble.
Three‘Families had geperated from the church,pracﬁically driven out of the
church by that old tyrantsIvo of these Families came back quickly after we
came,and hecame among our most Intimate Friends. The Stephens and the Coach-
er Families,among the most highly respected families in the City.-Not longge
sLter we came I had the Privelege of conducting the great Wedding Ceremony 8
of Mlss.Lou-Stephens,the beautiful daughter.Permit'me to say thig)WeFound
the church in an uproar with the Pastor,but it qui%ed down at once,apd we

Rt S

found some of the moat delightfull People we have ever worked with sty
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Hettie and I have contlinued to love the Memory of the Yakton Feople.-

Within a Week before she was Taken away,she sald to me"Let s go to Yank-
ton and'buy a home and have 1t ready for our retirément.l had rather live
in f%kton than any other Place we have lived in".Had she lived I‘think we ('
would have done just that,as i£ appealed to me greatly.-

But,The day the dear Girl said that it dldnot cccur to.her that within

Ten days she would pass to.her Eternal ﬁﬁxpzxxx home from the Yankion Hos-
pital and be laid to rest 1ln the Yankton Gemetefy.Which all took place.

Well Our furnituré'c;§;,wez%ompelled ®Rav.Mac,.to permit us to occupy Two'

Upstairs rooms,while walting for. them to get out.Some of the Mén-in the

Church were in favour of forcing the Maclains out,but we would not permit

that drastic move. — ¥e had no Outside appointment in Yankton, just the City

church.
I didnot need a double team and heavy wagon.I went t&aleading dealer

in Carriages and Vehicles,found a beautiful Surrey,ifeadlights and all,and
made a trade wlth him in which he took our horse "JCHE",Cur Wagon,and Double
harmzess,for which I got the new. Surrey,and 3ingle harness,and kept Fannie

for our Family driving.-we tﬁbught we had about the finest rig on the
Yankton Streets.Dr.Dobson’'s term ,Six Years,én the S.F.District ,terminated
wlth our First year of Pagtorate in Yankton,and Dr.J.P.Jenkins was appoiﬁtai
upon the Dis.-That began many years of Intimate Friendship wlth that good
mén-of God.We were on the District with Dr.Jenkins ,during Two fullterms
of the Superintendency,Twelve Years.And he conducted Hettile's Funeral Ser-
vice in the Yankton church.-Which was crowded upon the Occasion.- -

(; Tenkingds

Just as our Second happy year in Yankton was closing,I%902,Dr.came to con=-
duct our last Quarterly-Con.of the Year,and as always we entegélned him.
After Suvper he said"J.B.,he always called me J.B.)Lets go for a walk"-
The Parker church in those days ranked very much hlgher than the Yankton

Church.It was congldered one of the finest Second Class churches in the Con.

4
i

He gald "“J.B.How would you like to go to Parker".I said "Ch,That would be ™
fine,but Mrs.Dibble and I have felt happy in the thought of remalning in

Yankton" .He sald"That's fine,You are doing a splendid work here,the People

all want vou back but I think you should go to Parker"-Very well. ﬂ?gaigr? p
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Upon the approach of Con.Hettie with the boys,according to thelr estab-

lished custom went to her home,Grandpa Doughtys.-Again I have forgotten the

. Seat of Con.that year and the Presiding -Bishop,but I was in attendance,and -

(:,bhat Bishop read "PAREKER-J.B.DIBBLE".We could not help but rejoice over our

Appolntment,but wére gaddened over the thought of leaving our Friends in the
Yankton Church.It had been among Two of the happiest years of our Ministry. .
Fannie our beautiful little driving mare,was proving too. light for our Surry -
and Family.-Father had a beautiful ;oung,supple,hofse,"DEWEI“,that.was more
horse than Father needed,so he had come out and we 5&& "Swapped"I took Dewey
Father took Fannle,and drove her for several years,.,-Dewey fitted into our
Surrey as 1f made for 1t,which all added to the Glamour of the Preacher's
rig.-From Con.l returned to Yankton and packed up.Hettie had packed the
dishes and fragile things.l had help in that packing.i new man to us,desting
to become a leader 1ln the Dakota Con.Just ﬁow from New York State,had been
Appointed bu£75uccessor,and had come to ngton with me.I tock him to the Paw’
\QOnage,where he and I lived together while we packed.The man Rev.George W,
;osenberry,was a Tinely educated and tralned m%n,aﬁd an unusual Pulpit
Preacher,but he was laboring under grave Anxliety,his famlily was still in the
¢ld home in the.East,and could not come to Yankion as they didnot have-Money
for the Moving expenses.He took it ﬁery seriously.To him it looked like the—
abandonment of his family,to which he waé very closely allied.-I suggested
several things to him.He cautioned me not to let the Yankton People know

how straitened he was.Then,he would not try to borrcw money from-étrangers.
Iﬁ would be some time before there would be money enough from the Church,to
meet the demand.-I saw the poor man Sweat for a Week,as we worked together.
.I had to get the consent of my Judgment to do something I wished to do.
Bro.Rosenberry was an entlre stranger to me.I knew nothing of his Business
integrity.lknew about how much he must have wilth which to move him Loved
ones.We had found in the Yankton Parsonage when we came there One Chamber
room,thét had been furnished with all needed things,Bed &c.These were still
éhere and of.courae the Pastor should use them,ln fact was using them,

The Eve before I was-starting for Parker,l asked Bro Rosenberry what was the
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the smallest amount he would risk moving his family on?She had dispeosed of

all their belongings,it would take so much.-I had the money,had taken it out
of the bank that day,and counted out to him the amount he had stated.l think
bhe waa the most Jubilant person I had ever seen,He actually wept for jJoy. f
He sald they are ready to start the Firsi traln after receiving money for
thelr Fare,"I'm golng to the offlce and te;}%graphh thils money to her"

which he did. The nexit Morning he was jubilant,saying my Lovgg“gie on the
way today.They arrived .safely,he had picked up a little furniture .making the
house Tenable for a while.The fine People in the Yankton chureh came quickly
to thelr releif,and that Elect Pastor and his Cultured wiﬂfput in Seven
Years of faithfull and efficlent service in that church.

With Bro.Rosenberry and I .there was welded a n intimacy that never lessencdae

Well,-Well,Let's see,Oh,Yes I was moving ,Wasn't I%? To Parker,up to that T3

time much the strongest Charge we had ever served.
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Wiéh Dewéy ;nd the Surr y,and "Shep" the Boy's companion,Cn the seat at my ‘x
side we drove to our new home the next day.As we pasgsed thro the towns En-
Route,and the resident dogs came out ahd greeted us as usual,Shep would sit
up on the Surrey seat,look First one way,then the other,each tilme saying in
a very Gommanding voice "BOO" "BOO",I reached Parker Just in time to meet .5
our furniture,workad late,and got it all inside,and slept in our new home
that nlght.-I remember how Jubilantly happy I was during thcse days.I was
r;ceiving a most Cordial Wellcome,the church had requeéted our Appeintment.
Riéht there began Five beautiful years of busy service.Hettie and I have
cénsidered the Parker Péstoratearas about the most fruitfull of our Ministry
In a.few days the Family arrived,anéﬁgere very happy in the new home wilth

its apparent prospects.~-One thiné greatly pleased the boys a Barrell of fine
Red Appleslin the Cellar,which I had placed there.- .

The City Schools were directly across the Street from our Parsonage.loﬁert “
had begun his Eduéational career in the Primary Dprtmnt of the Yanktgischooki

Was ready to enter the Parker schools.-Paul was Five ¥ears 0ld,0ne year too
young.But he was living in the school or rather with 1%.:949 the Hours that
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" that Robert was in school Paul stood in the Front Window,with his face

pressed upon the glass watching for his Brother.If Robert hadpened to come
within his range of_viéion h9<¢allea his Mother,"Oh,Mama,ﬁere he is,here;s
30t ,see"And she must come and feast her eyes ,to.-He refused to be entléed
away from that window until Robert appeared when Paul would hasten to ﬁeeﬁ
_ him.Paul was pleading ﬁo go to school.Cne da& hils Mother saild ;I dénot know
what we can do w?th that child,its tragical for him to stand before that
Window all day." "Yes,He might.&s-well be iﬁ S;hool".That led us t3 the con-
sideration.gf the wisdoy of permitting him to start school.I would see Mr.
Watson,thg banker,who was Chalrman of the Schocl—Board,I founé him very kiﬁd
about it.He said"It will dpend ﬁpon Miss.Loule Chase,head of the Primary
Dprtmnt;ﬁhat shg gays in Fhe matter will pass with the Board.I found Mlss.
Chase very friendly ,but Professionally conservative."We think Five Years
too young to begin regular school work.He would probably-stand the First
Year or so,but when he reaches the place of real Study,and 1s Cne Year
Year younger than bis pntire class,would probably find it hard.But,of ccﬁrse
.if too hard he can quit.We'll take him" Which they did.I think we uninten-
tially made a mistake in the matter.It was later al'ter he becamé ad vanced
in the Grades that the.difficulty began.We had moved to Plainview HNeb,
where it became apparsent that the Grade work was too advanced for Paul,
Every member of his class was Cne Year older than he,they had One year more
of Mental power,he was in competition with those with a Year advantagheusy
Ee would struggle over his work every Eve.éo to bed crylng nearly every
night.To us 1t became seriou; we feared i1t would effect the boy badly,I con-
sulted his teacher,who was very kind about it,but thought Paul should drop
a year and be with Pupils of hls own age and Grade.-Eul Paul rebelled, ,de-
Claired he would not go back,and continued to struggle on.Cne day hls teache
sald to me"Mr.Dibble,I Hav'nt the Heart to force that boy back,iWe will
Permit him to continue with his class" Which he did.he always Passed hils
work_satis factorily,but it was hard on him,all thro hils Course Cne Year

Younger than hls Clasg-Mates.-I am surs his Mother and I would not make that

mistake again,and never have.-
Our wOrk in the Ghurch in Parker moved right off with a steady Galt.-
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Fine congregatlions filled our Pews Twice each Sunday.Parker was a Musical
town,mang very fine,outstanding Musiclans.-A large Cholr of over Thirty
trained voices were organized into what was termed "The Parker Concert”
Choire.Several of the Members of this Superlor Group of Musiclans were
Methodlsts,whlle others were mostly Presbyterians ;so on Sunday the large
Group divided intc Two,making Two very fine Church Cholires.That continued
during our Five Year Pastorate.Mr.Charley F.Goff,z faithfull,3rother-in-
léw of our church was our efficient Leader during my Five Years,also.
Mr.éoff operated a Boot-Shoe Store,and was a busy man,but was always avail-
able if the church needed music for any thing,a funeral or whatever,I had
only to notify him and he would have a group-of efflecient Singers for the
Occﬁsion.—Our cohgregations were unusually- cultured.The Younger Feople had
all attended Collgge.During the Period of our Pastorsate,Brec.C.P.dackson,
the City Photographer felt his call to the Ministry,which he entered at
once,serving several Char—es acceptably,until stricken down and taken away.
His Cultured Wife has mace her home in Mitche®l S.Dak.since hés death.
Oliﬁ,the Son,took his'UniversiérCourse,went to Garrett Institute and conm-
pleted his Theological Course,came back to Dakota Con.served Two or Three
of our'strongest churches,and for many years has been Pastor of one of the
leadiﬁg churches in Minneapolis.-Perhaps I should not say this,but 0lin has
nov ceazsed itc say that 1t was thro the inspiration of our Parker Pastorate
thaﬂ ﬁe was led into the Minlstry.- Cne Characteristic things were the many
who came 1into active work during that Fastorats.
It was an Evangellstic Church and town.They loved the Gospel of Full ‘Sal-

vation,and supported the Pastor while he preached it.

Our entire Family look back upon ¢ur years spent in that beautiful County-
Seat clty with Pleééure.Just now RXobert is proud that for those years that
Gli%ton Anderson,now the Sec.of the Agriculture Department of the Nation
was}fhtimate School-mate and Playmate.Clint Andersons People were not
Methodlsts ,however,but Ba%ists.They 1ive§just One door removed from us.
Other Young People have come Trom that Periocd into promlnence.-0ur work

there with the Young People was very happy.We won many of them for Christ
and the Church.-The Parker Church has always been Hign-Trade.--
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I must not close this NUGGET wltaout reporting the Cheilf event of its

entire Five Year Period.This event transplred at just the Mid-part of the

. perlcd of our Parker Pagtorats.
( It was August T:I%04,a most beautiful Sunday Eve.Tbe Evening Congregatin

was 5athering in the church,when things in the home began to happen.Hettlie's
Mother was with us ﬁaiting for this event.Another Woman was there,I donoi
remember who,but Dr.Melvin was summoned.and came promptly.I C;ntacted Mr.Gofe
told him &1l about,"I cannot be there,there will be no Preaching service, |
You might have a Qhort Song Service so the People will not feel they céme F.o ]
for notﬁing“Which all that godd Friend did.I have told Clifford many times |
that he was‘ushered into the #orld ori the Wings of Gospel Song.That a
Sacred Concert Celebrated his.coming.;Grandma Doughty spoke of the fine ESRH
sensg_of that congregation on that occaéion.They sang briefly,were dis-
misged. in or@e?ly form and wlth real Decorum passed from the éhurch,which
was left in perfect Eventide hush.And Motﬁer apoke of the fact that while
every one of that numbgrdknew what was transpiring ,t@%%awas no hanging
.about,{}aping or s3pying,They seriously respected thelr Pastor,and Loved his
wife.I remeber how thelr attitude that Evening endeared them to "THE DEAR
GIRL ACROSS THE AISLE"+In that particular case I would not say "Chubby" sﬁ%%
have gcné to the Hospital.-"Its a Boy",said the Nurse."Think of 1t .Another
boy." Well,He is our boy the Tnird, just as Welcome as his Brothers before
him had been.-After dﬁe considef&tion his good Mother and I decided he shaly
be called Clifford Earl Dibble,and from that time to th;s he rhas answered to
that name.-Clifford grew up as his B;others have.At propger time Ma?ried
a beautiful Southern lady with whom he is living most happlly in theihome
in Dallas-fexas,while he carries on his good posltion with the Air-Point.

Clirford 1is truely a Parker boy.
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The real Birth of the Canton-3outh Dakota Assembly transpired during our:
Second Year in Yankton.That Heaven sent Institution came in the realization :
of the Dream that came to Dr.J.0.Dobson,at the time XXH¥.Supt.of the Sioux-
Falls District. -Canton ig a beautlful little City in Eastern South Dakota
Sitlated on the Western bank of the Sioux 2iver,a few Miles South of Sioux-
Falls.-Just at the Extreme South of the Cityon the West bank of the River
éas and abruppfﬁrop in the land Producing a Three or Four Acre Flat,around
Three sides the %bver winds 1ni§gu£hern Coursg,Three-Fourths of the Plat
was cévered with large,beautliful trees,When Dr.Dobson saw all that he had a
#isipn of what might be done with it.Xoom for a large Auditorium up againat
the Hértb bank,room for cottages and tents thro-out the wooded sectlon.-
Within Three Blocks of the City R.R.Statlon.-With lines or R.R.crcséiiﬁ:Egs
and West,and ¥otth and SouthMo institution of the kind any-where about at
that time,and People hungry for something of the kind.

In the name of the Methodlst Church of the Sioux-Falls,the Track was
bought,a Board of Managérs appeinted,Plans made,and work upon the Institu-
tion began at once.-During the Summer of ISo2 the First Program was given.
The Programs extended over a Tenday period.-I wish I might be able to indi-
cate the Highlights of that First Program,but I am not.-Dr.Dobson believed
in gtrong ,Worth-While entertalnment ,and the effort was made to build up
Entertainment that would be Educational.-Trem the First the Crowds came.Each
Season some outstanding Public man or character was secured,and on the day
of hls appearance Specilal trains for from Ico Miles back were run,and those
trains were packed wiith passengers.-The Asgembly came lnto exlstence at the
very beginning of the Public use of the Automoblle.During the First Session
of the Aséeﬁbly there were probably not Ten Privately owned Autos in the
State of South-Dakota,wlthin Three Years Scores came to the Session in Pri..
vate Cars.-As the Auto increased in Popular use the crowds multiplied Year
by Year.l remember some of the High-lights-Wm.J.Bryan-The Hero-Hobson-

The Popular Lecturer Sam.Jjones-Sam Small®Bob"LaFollette-Also Fine Music-
tane.ile.went to the A sembly the First Season by rail from Yapkton.
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Tents were for rent and we secured one.The ®ev.Slocum Famlly was there also.

My folks who lived in the little town of Colman were there.And Father was so
pleased,with the Assembly and the tewn that he bought.One-Half Block of land
and-built a@osy home and moved t.o. Canton where they iived for many years.-
For Years the Assembly provided our AaBal Vacatlon !esort It became the
habit of Hundreds of Good Pecple.-Many People of Tational prominence have
spoken and sung from that Popular Flat form.This continued for many Years,
when.the‘Chautauqua as an Institutioe ﬁaned,it had wern out,of course there
was & Sameness to it Yeaf after Year,as an Institutlion of Public Entertain-
ment the Chautauqua lost its Glamo_,but Iortunauely for us asg the Aseembly
lost its grip on the Public the Evangelistic Era came to the church, and our
Canton Instltutlon sippedeaeily from the Entertainment character into the
Evangelistlc,and with Men of Hation—wiae rnnutation to Preach eing and lead
the Place enjoyed several years existence as an Annual-Gospel Camp-ﬁeeting.
Again great crowds thronged the eervices.*There was develloped a large Group
of People who were happy to help support the Camp-Meeting. _
Then the First war with Germany came,the Peoplegintereste changed and'the
Camp-Meeting Spirit gradually died out.-An effort was made to perpetuete the
Canton Institution,but 1% fiﬁgelly died out.Canton is aﬂﬂorwegian Lutheran
City,phat class had never enehused oeef this Methodist Institution,espec-
ially as a Camp-Meeting,they sought to gain contrell of lt,and ehange it
into a Public Entertainment Resort, which fingalh.eucceeded and the Methodlst
church sold it to that Worldly Group,and with the excentien of the very much
good it actua1ly accomplished thro-out the Years,and also its valus 1in pro-

viding wholeseme and clean entertainment to Thoueands of feople, Dr.J 0.

Dobson's Dream has become a happy Memory.-
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Five happy,successful) years have passed,legally the limit for Methodigt (
Pastorates,and we ars expecting another Move.-On the Morning of Conference
Sunday,I met Dr.Jenkins.also passing his Time limlt as Superintendant of the
Siouf-Falls Dis.who in conversation said "i‘know of no reason whey you might
not remain in Parker for another Year,J.3."I sald the law says move,Mras.
Dibble anc I have expected to move,I think 1ts best.-

There were Two fine moves open to us,wé might make our choice betwgen them.
GROTON,on the Aberdeen Dis.Dr.Geo.F.Hopkins,Supt.Bro.Hovkins had been guits
urgent in hig efforts to get us to CGroton.=-3roton ,like Parker was ons of
the strongest Second-grade churches of the Con.--

Then Gla.rk,gri the Watertown Dis.with Dr.¥.I.Graham,Supt.was also openg
and qulite urgently pressed upon us.This was in the same Grade as Groton

We made our decision that very Morﬁing,we would have been pleased wlth
Groton,but they wefe 8till using their Ploneer Property,and was not a
County-Seat Town,while all Clark Properiy was qulte new,and Clark was a
fine,Thriving County-Zeat,so I said "Yes" to Dr.Graham,and the next Morme
ing the good Bishop announced"CLARK-J.B.DISSLI".We had made no mistake in
our decision.wOur Three Year Pastorate in Clark was one of the happiest'
and most successful of all our Ministry.-wWwe had largs Cdngregations in
Clark,Morning and Eve.-Qur church was verj much in the ascendency there.

It wag strengthened and honored by having in its Membership and Congre-
éations,?rominent People.It.was the home 6f the Samuel Elrods,Gov.of te
the sﬁaie.whén we went there,but his term expiring,thwy moved back to
Clark,and the Elrod Family always in church,and alsc active in the aaNe
affairs of the Church.-The Sherwoods were not Mempers of our church ,bui
constant Attendants upon its services,and Actlvitles.Judge Sherwood,was
very popular as a teacher in the S.S5.He loved to teach.There was an
effort upon all to be in his Classes.-He not only interested,but Instrus

ed also.-He was acknowledged as one of the stirongest Lawyers in the Stats
Later was elected to the Supreme Judgeship of the 3tats »2nd spent many
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years upon the Supreme Bench of the State, 1n Plerre,the Gapitolmhere were

cther quite prominent People in our Congregations. We found Clark much

. stronger than Parker.-Among other tbings it proved to be a very flne Wed-
: uing church.We 1ived right by the Court-house where every 1 ﬁariigzgsgust be )
secured.Just Two other Protestant curches in the city,The Congregaticnal,
Clear down across the R.R.Tracksg,and the Lutheraﬁ,sevefal Elocks from

the Gourt-Houée.#bout Three-Fifths of the Young People had no personal
choicé as to whom should marry them,and would.drgp'into the closest and
most convenlent Place.Every Couple would paés out Front-door in getting
their.Licensé,and would stop.-I had Three Ten Dollar Weddiﬁgs upon one
Fourth-of July.—Married a Couple at 9 A.M.had breakfast,and recieved $I0.~
At High-noon gnothér Wedding,biz dinner and 3IC.Fee,at Four P.M.another
with big Sﬁread,and;a §10. Fee:-Several days we had Two weddings.-

Scme qulte imﬁortant events transpiréd wilith us during our 1ife there bui

I must not Miss the greatest of‘ali.This occured just a few Weeks after we
";me there.DEC.8:I907-The Dr.was preéent,Also Nurse,and an elderly Woman
Wﬁo ¥new.-At the proper time the Nurse "Announced,IT IS A BOY"-¥y Patient
Girl Across the Aisle said"ANOTHER BOY,CE.DEAR,AND I WANTED A GIEL,BUT IS
ALRIGHT,THE LCRD DOESN'T WANT US TO HAVE GIRL3"~-~I have thoughtqthe Lord
knew that Hettle had spetiél skill in-raising boys te Noble Manhood,
therefore Boys.-Now,A Quartette,A Male,But each of ttose boye has honored
his Mother in his Manhood.- ' |

Two or Three NUGGETS during our Pastorate in Clark.I.The "JCHNSON EVAN-

GELISTIC CAMPAIGNE"We secured Mf.Johnson,ét the time a prominent Evangellist
with hils Gfoup of Sevefal workeré.Singerg,-Teachéfs,Koung—People,Women;
Finance &c.A véry cloge organization.;We secureda Site near the Depot,and
bullt a larée Auditorium,and we heéded a 1argé one to Accommodate the

great crowds who attended the gervices.All Three of the Citle's Protestant

Hurthes,Methodist—Gongo-Lutheran,were associated in the effort.We had splén
dld local help,sﬁch Men as va.Elrod,ﬁudge Sherwood,and others made it thelr
effort,and gave 1t thei}‘best thought and actlion.-It proved to be a greail

effort.Two or Three Hundred People began the Christian life In these servi-
ces,-Some of the bagser eliment in the community conceived in some way that
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this effort wasg in some way in opposition to them.That we were trying to
curtall their FPleasures and-Activities.—There was a Race—Horse eliment in
town with its Park and Tracks of which they were Proud.I am sure the Terms (
Race =~Horse was not once mentioned in our meetings.-Well,that Group would
show those crazy Church-Peop;e who were on top in the Community,so they
chose a date right in the middle of our period,and enﬁounced a Three day
period of Races and Sports.Fllled the Community with Advertizing matter.

We called upon the Leaders,asked them to defer their Function a few days
untlil we were thro.-Elrod and Sherwood called upon theif leaders,but 1in
vain. Rev Johnson ,the Evangellst, insisted that opnosing effort would not
succeed :inners were belng saved every day,God would not permit a bunch of
lowdown sinners to defeat the Ghristian effort.It came the night vefore the
Sport Days.Our meetlng was very serious,I remember how The Gov.and the

Judge prayed.The service was mostly “rayer.Dr John ngon gpoke a few Mcments

in an sncouraging way.Assuring us again than the Sg;ts would not be reallzed
The Sports crowd were in high Glee, they had' tbe Church People acared out
agg ggi They may as well pay off the Money crowd,and tear down tneir old
Gospel Shanty.--The Vital Morning came,Dark Clouds over cast the 3kiles.

The Devil's crowd was up early and busy.-About 8 A.M. People began coming
into town for the Sports.They went out of their way to produce a racket and
confusion.-I must shorten this true Stoyy .-

About 9 0'Clock there began the worst sericus of storms that I had ever seen
I could not describe tﬁaf Fore-noon.Lightening Flashed constantly,The thunde
roared,shaking the building.-Hall Diled down ¥ind blew,it really looked as
if the end hed come.3ome fhought it had.Rains fell in torrents,the Race
tracks lwere coveredwith Floods.About II-A.M.it stopred storming ,i went to
the Auditorium,sc far as I could see,not one blt of damage,and no water in

. e
1t.-I went upon the Street,and there were men wlth muder in thelir fearts,
- A

[}

They foolishly blamed us for the storms.That P.M.at the regular time for b
service the Auditorium was full of Worshiﬁping.People.Many who had ccme in

for the Sports,having no other Place to go attended our services.-
Without our placing emphasls upon it,The Baser crowd took Lt# as a Divine
Rebuke.-There was no more open opposition. The meeting advanced unhindered.
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The Meetings ran with ris8interest and Power the Planned Four Weeks. New

People appeared 1in each service,and the lnterest lncreased.-The best People
of Clark felt honored thro the Effort.In the Meeting itself thera was not egy
C One disharmony or UntOward incident.Perfect harmony and Good-Will marked the
relations between the different Church People.-The Three Pastors came thro
wi;h‘Spirit of Love,Respect and Friendship that continued to bind them in a
lasting Fellowship}-Just at the time of the Conclusion of our Meeting, there
was beginnlig in the city of Minneapolls and surrounding Clties a.Great 5B
Conference of all the Evangelical churches of the Community.Evangelist
Johnson',with hls Group of Workers Planned to attend these .Conferences,and
did.He was one of the Actlve Leaders.-He showed his Cood-¥%ill toward we
Thrée Pastors involved in the Clarkmeeéing,by suggesting tc the largs,last
Congregation that they grant us Pastors a Two or Three Weeks vacation,and
pay ocur expenses to the Twin-Clty Conference.Judge Sherwood and Gov.Elrod
both Champloned the beautiful project,the_Audience voted enthuslasticly for
it,and voluntarily more money was ralsed than was needed to send the Three
of us to Mimneapolls for Two Weeks.-For a Week the Con.was taken oui to
Excelsior,qn the store of ;ake Mirmmetonka,we put in that much time out thers
About an exact.225 People united with ocur Three churches 1n Clark from the
meetings,beside a few Convertis who united with other churches.The work of s
our churches was greatly quickened.- SouthWest of Clark a few Miles ,in Lo-
gan Township lay one of the most beautiful,and fertile valleys in the State.
In the Ploneer days that Valley had been Fomesteaded,but living conditions
had been well-nigh intollerable and the early Settlers had become dlscoura-
ged,and one after ancother had sold or abandoned their Claimes and moved to
other Sections,énd for years that beautiful Table land had been lielng
desolate.A few People had remained.The Logan School-House could‘be_sgen for
Miles.Running East-West across its Northern end,ran one of the most Actlive
R.R.Lines in the state at that time,C.-Nw.Eagt to the Twin-Cities,W.thro
h Redfield and on West.-That entire Logan Valley was in plain-view of the pas—
sing trains.-Well,Whlle we were in Clark a great Real-Estate bOOm was on in
Per. izns )

Logan Township.-People 1in Iowajy would sell thelr farms for S4cog.or mOTre JOR
come to Logan Valley and buy what they insisted was Just as goog for wﬁs@
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Wlsely or not they were doing.Every Settler who came to Logan had Money,and '

invested 1t in that beautiful valley.-There came one of the Highest Grade
Communities in the State,and it happened that the Majority of them were )
Methodists.Too far for church in Clark,scarcely an Automobile in the country {-
One day a group of Half-a Dozzen fine looking men ,came to our Parsonage in
Clark,and asked me 1f I would come out and preach to them in the Logan S.H.
"Yes,I would be glad to"Right there arrangements were made;and at once ai
every Sunday P.M.I preached in the Logan S.H.to one of the finest Rural
congregatlions I ever hac.During ocur First Summer we organized a Rural church
that became one of the strongesat Rural Appolintments in the Conference.
When we left Clark at the clese of cur Third Year a fine Country churcn was
- under construction in the heart of' that beautiful Valley.That Church ranks
now as one of most prominent Rural Churches in the Conference.
Just a few years agoc I was urgently inviteZ to go back to Logan fer an
Anniversary Day they were cbserving. Think I must tell a simple,;rue.ﬁugga%
Story about one of our Logan experlences.--The Logan 3.H.was Nine Miles
rrom our Clark Parsonage,mostly fine roads.-I drovs a great blg Grey horse.
There were practlically no Autces in that Community.But,a venturesome Young
man living.in town,wlith Relailves in Logan,bought one of thoée great big
LumberingP First Cverlands that came,The open tyre,You dildnot enter that car
from the side as now,but like a Street-car from the Rear end,the car was
néew and the fine Young owner was duly proud of it.-It was a beautiful Sunday
Morning in Summer,when the Young man csme to me 838 we were leaving the Home
church after service,and saild"I am taking a group of Friends out to the Logmiin
gan Service this Afternoon andAwould bte glad to have you go.l had never
ridden in an Auto-at that ﬁims,and did I accept that invitaion?-Yes,Idid.
To the 3.E.one of the most d=zlightfull Crives of my life.He had Five or Six
nice. girls from our church,among them his regular Young lLady.

After the Logan gervice as wéﬁ%%ﬁ%ting for home,he sai&Mmy Sisterilves -
Just down here,We will call there a Momenthhen thequwe'must have a Snack
which all was flne,but while there one of thos 3udden Down-Tour of raing

came,did not last long but transformed those smootf Black-Zoil roads into
Arease.-Auto chains were unhearu of at that time,and we drove right out upen



that Greasyiighway.-Road as smooth as .a Parlour floor,3mooth rubber Tires.
I shall not be able to descrlbe the antics of that infernal Machine.-The in-
ﬂstaﬁt 1t struck the Highway 1t began to Skid and Act-Up.The Front would skid
rest,while the rear would slide East,and Vice-Versa.As many as Three distiné
times.on that -trip that car turned completely around.foing East ,in an IRXIR
instant 1t would be heading stralght West.Involving all the skill and nerve

of the Driver -to revers it and head.again,towanﬁ§§;w very. time. the_ car maé

a quick Squirm every one of -those Girls with the exception of the Driver's

o

Best Friend,Let cut a scream that could be heard a Mi}e that Luiet Sabbath
Eve.-Remember that was in the very -beginning of the Auto ,there,for that
Group.ds 1t was my First experience,so I remember -1t was,also,o% all those .
Girls except the one who sat-by the Driver.#hen we flnally arrived safely
home and I had com@ended the wonderful skill of our Young Driver.He gald"Mr.
Dibble,I just had to get that Car safely home.Zvery Person“in the Group was
my invited Guest,l am responsible for them”.The boy was a .Beginner,did not
.'Drofess skill,‘was desperate with Personal responsibility.-I sald"That trip =
wés tne Screamiest ,and most Nerve-Racking,of any I ever made”~I have not
begun to amply aescribe the Slides,S¥ids,Twists, jumps,of that infernal MasHz

chine on that Ten Mile trip.Our Memories of Clark are very Comforting.-

We now closed one of our most Fruitfulland Happy Fatorates.-
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In every move we had made in our Minlstry we had fel some degree of advance-
ment.-Were closing in some respects the finest Pastorate todate.~-In those
days Methodist Ministers weieigypnosed to dominate- the making of their Ap-
pointments,but subjected themselves to the judgment and Authority of the -
Aprolnting Powers,The Presiding Bishop,and Cablinet.The only protectlon our
Meﬁ had,for theﬁselves and their Dependant Families,was the honesty and-Falr
sss of the appolnting Powers.- That year I went to Con.as usual.fad a good
report,but it proved to be one of those unfortunate years,that somstlimes

come,when Appointments of a certain CGrade denot oven.Thousands of Methodist

Minlsters have suffered from that.If up for a move,no Place of his CGrade orm.:
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work.Gede-aetjggch year at Clark had been good,but Men of our Grade were ¥B
not moving that year.-And we were the Goat.-Then to Complicate the matter on
Friday,as I remember there came a telegram from Clark calling me home for a
funeral on Sunday.l tried to turn 1t down,but they kept alfter me.The'Subject
& Leading man of the community as well as the church.The Wife and Famlly re-
fused to have any one else.l was thelr Pastor,they wanted Dibble.Finally Two
or Three Men from the Clark church appeared at Cen.and were very authorlitlive
For reasons which they gave,that Family must not be offended,I must go,and
finally consented and did so.Was not in Con.to look after my lnterests.
Dr.Dobson,Supg.of Huron Dis.took advantage of my unprotected absence to ¥
work off a Problem that had develloped on his Dis.and that he had helped to
produce.~Howard,with another Town church of equal stréngth with a falr Par-
sonage ,had constituted a Fair County-Seat Charge.Not as good as Parker or
Clark,but tollerable.Dr.Dobson had .succeeded in dividing that good charge 1m
to Two charges,each of the towns heading a charge, and had succeeded in
getting us appointed to Howard.-Monday A,M. we had not heard our Apvointment )
yet,I was helping my Wife with her washing,l remember was on the Lawn when
a Zrother Pastor in passing our Home to his own Charge had been asked to Him
Stop and inform us.It came out later that Cr.Dobson had given the Cabinet to
understand that 1t would be agreeable to us to take the Mutilated Charge of
Howard.and had gotten usAppointed to that Flace.-Mrs.Dibble and I were Zis-
appolnted but felt that no one was f%t;ényﬁway Howard- would make a falr
Charze.So we packed up and moved to Howard where we were doomed to the worst
conditlon we had ever known.We found the Charge in the Throes of a Revolu-
tlon.The division of the Charge was not the only bad thing that had happened=
Cn the Howard Cfflclal Board were Three Cronle Men who dominated the
church.I said there was a quite tolsrable Parsonage near the church,but one
of these Three Men with hﬁgtﬁéd decided they wanted the Parsonage for their
Famlly Home,and these Three Men had Bull-dozed the gsale of the Church home
to that Traitorious group,who had gone down on the Alley Just back of the
Hotel,and bought for less an abandoned house,that was not in use,Just Ten Xi

__Feet from a stinking Hog pen with a droyé?ﬁ?}ﬁé nogs in it
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Just Ten feet from our door,we measured it.-There was not a Storm door,nor

Window.-The house was loose and open,We.placed stoves in every~-room,used.
Suffered intensely from Cold all Winter.The Floors had b;g eracks in them,aq
and were so warped we stumbled over them when walking upon theg,-Tbose Three"q;
Men had ravished the Parsonage and Dr.Dobson had destroyed the church.I neve
knew another cage to compare with the utter degtruction of ‘a good Charge as
this.~There was a School-House Elght Mlles quth of Howard,that Dr.Dobson
without any consultation with the Neighborhood Feople,had selected as the
Out Appointment for the Howard Circult.There a Couple Fami%ies of indifferen
Methodista who had had no part in the church for years,;iving in this Com-
munlty,These would be our Sole support.l was willing to go there each P.M.

according to the Good Drs.’ Plans.Reme@bering our fine victory in the Logan

. Valley,Il dreamed thet might Dbe Duplicated hers.My First Sunday,there were

s

a mere Eandfull,of People who acted strangely and out of Place.-I left and

Appointment for next Sunday P.M.and urged the FPeople to Spread the Agncunce—

ment and see that the room was warmed.Next Sunday there were a fewmore Peo-
ple.There was a lilttle Faper fire in the stove.FPeople were sitting in their

wraps,But I had the feeling that something was brewlng.ind conducted the

-

beat possible_sgrvice,under the prevalling cond;tions,aq qu;ckly as I was
Thro a Bombastlc type of man came forward and Addressed himslf coldly to me.
He said muech I would not care to repeat,even though I have forgotien ;ﬁ.Eut
he told me plainly that thé Communlty didnot want services ,would not sup=-
port Services,had not been ccnsultgd regarding services,and Furthermore the
Cnairman of the School-Beard had informed them that the S.Hiyas not to be

used as a Church,after to—day."lf you come next Sunday,Mr.Preacher,You will
find the building locked and the key in this Man's Pocket

By this time we had teen hearing direfull things from good Members of the
Eoward Church,in relation to Dr.Dobsons splitting of the Charge,and the
Rape of the Parsonage by the Three Bosses.-But we were there,there offered
ne relief,we must Brave i1t out and make the best of 1t.The church was 1in a
Furore.-One day,2 little later Two Men,Intimate Conference Friends of mlne,
Each of whom had served a term as Dig.Supt,came clear to Howard to see us
They had heard of the terrible condition there,and, cut of thelr Friendship
for us,and wishing to see for themselves the destrutlon of a good Charge
made the trip.Ilt proved a Life Saver tc us.-These Men both knew of the paat
tollerable condition of the Clrcuit.-They were Con,Leaders,Well and Favorab¥
known there,made a Thorough investigation.I took them out to the People that
Dr.Dobson tad made responsible for services in the 2.H.Those People had not

changed thelr attitude of opposition,When Notson and Harkness left they
Assured My Wife and Myself that this condition would not last long.
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They at once laid siege to the Bishop ,who lived in Omaha,and had Episcopal

Controll of the "Worth-Nebrasks " Con.BISHOP NEULSEN- -

We Calked up cracks,ws Set-up more stoves,we shovelled more coal,we ﬁiled on
more blankets,We dug deeper into the savings from our recent Pastorates.I (
tried ﬁo comfort the famlly with the agsurance that Winter would soon pass,
and it would at least be warm.-I well remember the Spirit and Attitude OFf

My Sweet Glrl Acroas the Alsle".She didno% complaln,nor borrow Trouble once.
As the Pastor's Wife it was her place to 3weetly make the best possible out
of the conditions.She dld say that she feared when the Pig-pen thawed out

in ihe Spring that the Awful Stink would be greater.And another Winter would
be'cdmiﬁg.l Assured her that i would sSee to 1t that she should not be asked
to spend another Winter~in that house.lI was considéring in my mind the rent-
ing of a Decent Home in the Spring,but for the life of me I could not fig-
ure out wheré'Money for Rent would come from.We were being pald a very scant
Ziving.-But managed by using our Savings to get thro without Debts.i doubt
1f there was another Pastor's Wifse,with Tour Euskie boys,whe could,or would
have done so.-5pring was approaching in its slow South-Dakota way,but hope
rising,somewhat,when one After-ncon,while the older boys were 1in school,and
Hettie at the L.A.S.meeting,and I alone with the Smaller boys,there came a
long,determined ring of the Phone.lLong “istance,from Bishop Neulsen from
Omaha-Would we Transfer ito the "North Nebraska Con.and accept the Appoint-
ment"to Plainview"-Bran new Church will be dedicated next Sunday,You should
be on the Field for the Sunday following.Fine Parsonage &c.ic.-Letter Follow
Yes,We will go.- 'Letter stated how the Methodist Church,because of its
Ardent Temperance Activities had been burned and completely destroyed by the
Saloon crowd.A fine Reslidence had been bougﬁt for a Parscnage,a new church
bullt,te be dedicateq next Sunday,pbut the Minlster in Charge was just there
for the rebuilding task,wlth the_defiqite promigse of rellef when church com-
pleted.That time had arrived.We would have the Flrst use,of mhat proved to
be the finest Church bullding we 'had ever served,with one of Targest and
Choicest Congregations.Plainview was Heaven compared with Zoward.-The faqt s}

of thisg new FProperty testified to the loyalty and congregatlon of that fins
Group_of-gonsecr&tgg Christian Feorlse.tlettle had gone to her home for a
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a- short visit,taking Clifford an& Rolland with her,While Robert,Paul and I

rushed the packing.We found the fine House in Plainview empty and waiting.
The Baptlist Church property was directly across the St.from our Parsonage. B

was a a Bach,the Pastor Patterson,I mean,living alone in a many Rooméﬁ
house.-When Eettlie and %Ez~a?ys came there was anxlety,Clifford had been
sick upon the trip.We gotﬁfo bed.He had a high fever,anc showed seriocus
sickness.We called the Dr.who was very kind and thoughtfull.He finally said
"I.think the boy has Scarlett-Fever,which calls for a quarantine of 35

days for each case.I willl decide in the Morning,in the meantime you had
better get ready to move,unless you prefer to be Quarentined in with the
Family.He suggested a room at the Baptist Fome in Case.l had better see Mr.
Patterson,which I did,We might have a room for as long as needed.Eetile and
I didnot sleep much that night.We were happy that we were out of the dld
Howard Parsonage.-wWell,I will be brief with this,Clifford had Scarlett-
Fever,-We moved what we would need for living into the Baptist house,where
Robgrt,Paul and I transfered ourselves for 35 days.-It was just a Normal EX8
.Ca.se.-Hettie was abundantly able to care for him.-We were in plain sight

of the home.We had no Fhone so could not communicate that way.If during the
night I saw the lights 1In our house Flick on and off,that would be an
emergency.-She would stand in the door and converse with me out side.I

went there several tlmes a day.She Placed her order for needed thlngs where
I knew it was,and I would secure her neesded thlngs and place them on the
Back Peorch.Rolland was in the house witb Eettie,who kept him from Cliffords
room.We expected him to come down with the Fever,but geod fortune was on
our slde in that particular.He didnot take the disease.Hettle was happy in
spite of the untoward conditiqns.cliffqg came thro in Normal time and Con-
dition,Robert,Paul and I were comfortable in the Baptist home.A warm ;nti—
macy develloped between Bro.Patterson and myself.Ours was the leading church

in the little clty,much stronger than the Baptist.-
Well,35 days finally passed.The Authorities sald we might return to cur

home ,which we gladly d1d.0f Course Eettie had kept busy during those days,

and had our home about settled.-The work in the church was starting in fine
shape.I donot plan to say much about 1t.Just thig Decldedly the best Charge



e ITEiam (/T

we had ever had.We received a most gracious Reception.Found one of the Highsa
" est Grade Congregatlions of our Minisiry.~-What about Howard?A good man Just
graduating from the Garrett Thedlogical Schooll,was secured as Pastor.
Bro.and Sister Minkler proved Just the People for the Foward church.They h&nf
always sald that the thing that woke up the Eoward church and saved it was
our leaving.There came & revolt against the domination by the Threc Bosses.
Cthers took hold.At once upon the comling of this fine,cultured Couple a new
Parsonage was erected 1in which the Minklers lived for Seven or more Years.-
Cther Appoi;tments were added to the strength of the Charge until Howard 1s
again,today one of the Strongest and most desirable appointments in the Con.
We had a beautiful Pastorate in Plainview,one of the very best of our Min-'
istry.-But I. was Homesick for mygood old,Dakota Con.I have never been con-
tented elmsewhere.,People actually wept when we left Flainview.-The opened
for our return and to & fine job.The People in Tynaeall 3.Dak.were left with-
out a Pastor,while The Dis,.Supt.found a man whom he belleved might lead the
church in the bullding of a parsonage that it was ready and wishing to
build.They already had a very fine church,not very old.-We remained in
Plainview the rest of the year in which we went there,was returned ati Con.
time and continued until February of the next Winter,when,one day,Dr.w.3.
Shepherd,Supt.of the S.F.Dis.upon which Tyndall was located,came clear to
Plainview to see us.He was imbued with the thought that we were the Folks to
.put the Tyndall Parsonage Project over.As 1t proved we were.He urged us 1o
the best to return to our Con.and come to Tyndall,and that being qulte 1n
line with my inclinatlons we decided to do so,if he would get us Transfered
back.Property Improvement was always my key task,I could build,and Improve,
and loved the work.Bishop Neulson said "If Bro.Dibble wishes to return-to )2
hisCon.he shall do so,so as Spring was approaching we found ourselves moving
back to our good South-Dakota.-The church received us cordially,we moved in-
to the o0ld Parsonsage,but aiggge never known a éhurch to be more unite@ly
set upon & new Project than church on a Parsonage.l was at once glven to
¥now thnat was my task,and they were ready to help,aﬁd did royally wlth

Money,time and interest.-ithin a Week from our arrival we had aanfficial
Board Meeting at the parsonage where ﬁbe Iinitizl plans were made.The People
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took the attitude that as this new building was tc be the home of the Pastoy

the Pastgr's Folks should plan 1t.-For sometime Hettle and I worked Night ¥A

and day.upon plans.-We secured Three distinct Books of House Plans,and from

_these framed up what has been recognized as one of the finest Precher's

homes in the Dakota Con.A beautiful structure.-It happened that the Church
property in Tyndall i1s located at just the tead of Maln St.and within the
Fire Limit.There could be no@® structure erected there with wood exposure.
I was acquainted with a Concrete Block maker in Hawarden Iowa,who special-~
lzed 15 Concrete houses.,He would take your Plans and make you Blocks for
that building.Eacﬁ Block had its place in the Wall.I went to Hawarden ,met
this Man,we worked the matter out,he assureﬂ(me our Blocks would be on our
ground within a short time.-We at once began getting ready for our Pro- '
jeet.The o0ld house stood upon the site chosén for the new House.A férmef
was ready té buy it and move 1t right away.-There was in the church a large
not mueh used Gymnasium room,the Pastor's Fecple would move in there for
the Summer.While down by the Parsonage was erected a good,out side shed
building #n which we would cook and eat,and do the coarser work of the home,
s0 that type of work was not taken into the church.We lived and slept in
the church all Summer,and were perfectly comfortable and I think never more
hapﬁy.Something tangeable wag belng achieved.-We found our good Bullders ard
before long those Blocks began. to take on the form of a residence.The Gables
were erected of Pressed brick,and with the Grsen Slate Roof blended and made
a most attractive bullding.-The lower Woodwork was all done with Cak and
Hard-wood=The house when completed was absclutely Modern,Bath,Ho;water &C.
As I have said it was an exceediﬁgly busy,but happy Summer.We had done some
thing that has for years blessed the Con.and is still blessing.
I felt that my work in Tyndall was done,Mur relations with the church were
fine and agreeable.The Pecple were 1£king our return,and expected we would
desire to live in the new Parsonage,but I felt there was nothing for me to
do there.-Dr.Rosenbérry,the Man of whom I have spoken as following us to
Yankton,héd become Supt.of the S.F.Dis.He was an agzressive man,with his eys

open for opportunities to build of do something for the Xingdom.There were
Two Methodist churches in S.F.First Church,on the West Zide ,and what ls now
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"WESLEY"on the EZast side ,but then known as the “EAST-3IDE"-If Churches do-
not advance they Retrograde,go backward.They cannot long Stand still."Eagt-
Side" was standing stil.-It lacked builders.The People werée of a type.

They needed Aggressive Leadershlip.Pcssible he was mistaken ,but Dr.Rosenbery
gave us credit for being that type,he beleved we might start "Zast-3ide"
Urged us to go there,and I was ready,glad to try ay Eand at that new church
_And encouraged by the Abnormal Ease and success of the Tyndall Parsonage 1

was ready to tackle any thing.-So accepted Dr.Rosenberry'’'s urgent invitation

-WE MOVE TO THE EAS
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May I say right here we had a happy,gocd year on the Eagt-side.-No untow-
ard thing happened.Fine,appreclative congregationstnA very conservative
-Group.But;I gqt along i?i% nicely.The East Side was somewhat under the S@ggw
of First Church,but I found no trogble in hoiding our Peorle,which we did
thro-out the year.-The Methodist Pocket and Money in 3.F.was largely in the
Pockets of First churcn.The larger Business Men were on the West side,and fp
tor Years there had been an ambition to zet on the West side.That was where
Soctety led.-We had a very fine Modern Parsonage,but the church was old.

As goon as I could hold the ear of the church Peoplie I began to talk new
building,Largely that brought a goldness into the meesting.-I found a fear.
They were arrald they mizht be trapped into a great debt,and had no apretite
to risk 1t.-Finally they put it up to me.They came to this Cfficiai declsion
If I would secure $T7oco.~of what they belleved werse reiiable Subscriptlions
they wouid consider the new bullding.That challsnge plunged me into the hard
est Summers work of my life.-I tramped and begged,day after day,some days
I would dig out a geood 3ub.or more,o;her days not enough to pay for the AT
I wore out.But I saw it thro to Con.3ut I had gone beyond my Soal 37000,
Sut I was an exhausied man.Il have always believed,and my good Wife felt sure
1t was true,I came very near to completely knocking myself out that year.
Dr.Rosenberry felt 1t and said I must not remaln on the East side,altho
the demand for our return was urgent.-; worked on that enterp?iza so tre-

mendiously that there came with the victory a complete reyulsion Ef the
whole thing.l remember saying to Dr.Rosenberry'Any where but here -
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He was sympathetlc.Sald we had done a great work there-that he had a Place

for us that we would love,Wa 1eft the East-3ide 1n the heatisst Spirit of
Good-Will and barmony.-Dr.Rosenberry said he had a man for the East side
whom he believed would carry the Church Enterprise thro to completion.
Bppther W.H.Deller,who came and carried thro to completion one of ihe mosat )

beavtiful churches in the Dakota Con.-
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"Onward Christian Soldiers
Marchling as to War,

With the Cross of Jesus -
Goilng on Before."
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Thias was one of the happiest moves we aver made,and proved to be one of the
Buslest and most Frultfull of of all our Minigtry.A great_task and Victory
awalted us.-We found in Beresford one of the Raggedest,Dishevelled,Smashed
up Property we had ever come to.An Acre of 0ld Pioneer bulldings,in the most
Disreptible éondition.-To Add to the Disorder not long before a Cyclone had
destroyed the old church,whlch had ﬁeen patched up and wag still being used.
Bro.Ww.0.Redfield our Predecessor,héd been there several yvears,Was a sort of
Farmer Preacher,Had kept Stock,Horsés and Cows,had fenced in the Parsonage
lawn for a Cowyard.-dh,That Ramshackle condition of that Lord's Eome.

But Mlracles are ready for realization.A new Class was forming.A Group of
Young Buslness Men were waking up,All good,ardent Methodisté,taking hold of
th}ngé in the church.Hal Sturgis-The.Town Paper OwneruEditor,Harry Lemon,
Propri%or of the Cities fine large General ﬂprtmnt Store.-Marvid and John
Carlson,Implemenﬁ and Aﬁto Dealers,and veritable Eustlers,Johnie Ontlies,
the Rustling Banker,-Gerry Mullenburg,The Wlde awake 6reamery Man,-Will and
Fred Thompson,Acéive Bullders and Contractors,-br.Hanson,Leading Physiclan,
We#ter Smith,Leading Groceryman,and'some otheré,less promineﬁt but ag efflec-
.ieﬁt.I found that the Businessa, the Hustle and most of the Money of the town
were Methodists,and in oué church.But,the church so run down that 1t wasg &z
We set ourselves to reorganization.Begéﬁ with our 0fficlal éoard,and in a
. short time had succeeded in bullding up an Wide awake,aétive Board of I6

Prominent men of leading affairs in the town.They came to be dubbed the
Great Six-teen'They went thro -ith us in Four Years of actlve Construction.
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That Group of 16 Men became tne most efficient,active,interested Church

Board,we ever had.They made that church their united Job.
Of course I had a new church in mind,and was shaping up for it.The L.A.S.
had been permitted to lapse,and I would not start a Church enterprlise with
the Women unorganized.I called the Women together,and found them ag Wide-a-
wake and interested in the church Activities as the men,Thelr Husbands.We
qﬁickly organized ,what became one of the Leading L.A.S.of the Dakota Con.
What that little group of consecrated Women accomplished during the next few
years would rank with Miracles.-When we came to it the Church was small in
Membership,I remember just 8o Members,Men;Women and children,but by all odds
the most Peppy,efficlent group I ever worked with.-There was not a "Cheap-
John"Among them.They agreed they musti have the best.-
I shall not forget the meeiing in which we definitely decided to erect the
church. Cur"I6" with ﬁhe Ladies Aid leaders were present.They put’ this Prop-
osltlon bef&re me,"We lntend to Build an entire new Church equipment.
this old stuff must come off this corner.-It probably would not be wise to
;nder take at the same time,Two buildings,but we agreed later that that was
the one mlstake we made,that we d4id not.In that meetingsd they told me e
will leave the matter as to which shall be built First,Church or Parsonage"
I said I am ready to answer that Question,Lets have the'Church First.That
pleased the."I6"-What shall we do?We want the new church right here where
the 0ld one s*ands.That was digscussed,sell the old,have it moved off,go to
some hall as a place of Worship.That did ndﬁ qulte suit that Zroup of Bus-
ingess It would take all Summer to build the Church.When Werter 3mith sald
almost on the Side,"So-30 spokgome other day,5e owns that Fifty Foot Lot
lieing along our North line,between us and the Water Tower,He is anxious to
sell,tired of the City Taxes,will sell for a Song,Let's buy 1t,we lack room
move old church upon it,where we can worship while building,then sell 1%,
That almost Playfull suggestlon took fire at once.A Com.to see Lot owner at‘
once was raised.All that took Place,and Site for new church Ample and
clean soon prepared.Before we closed that meeting,Harry Lemon with the

Unanimous "AMEN"of the entire Group said,"Mow,Ero.Dibble.we want a Church on’
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this Corner and not a Shanty.-It happened that First Church 3.F.was then

building,as the East side scon was also,Cver a little way from Beresford
in the town of Irene a beautiful new church was under construction.Some of
>ur Men and myself drove to Ifene and investigated the new structure thers.
Our Men were greatly pleased and sald we want that tyﬁe of Structure,Lets se
cure their Architect John(ggﬁﬁpfﬁfuiof S.F.vhich we did.Be came to Beresford
and planned with us our new building.l remember he said when leaving "I will
plan Beresford a Baby First Church”wkeich he did,Cur church was an almost
complete image of the New Flrst Church.-Cur newly organized L.A.5.had al-
ready Pledged 3I0C0,toward the new church.That sounded good for a new So-
clety,but I saw 1t was not,%erolc enough ,they must come down deeper,in my
mind I fixed them for énotﬁe; $I000.~. These were thorough Business Men I was.
working with and they insisted that our Business be done.according to Busi-
neas Princlples.We started our Project,had that beautiful basement ready
when we decided to have a day for planning and Inspiration We will get
Bishop Luccock to come and plan ﬁith us.That we did,Cur Ladles in about thek
.First Tunction put on a great Banguet in the apaclious room of the Ga}‘son
Impliment House,Crowds thronged us.-Cne maln thing for that meeting was tﬁe
lining up of our Financlal Management of the enterprise.I had asked all Mem-
bers of the Ald Socieiy to be present as I wished to meet them.As I was
moving about I heard one leadlng Woman say to another'I wonder what the
Preacher wants of us Women,If more Money,we will give-him tc see that no
more until this Pledge is paid".That did not sound good for my added $IC00.
But the Women assembled in fine. form.But I saw thelr bristles were up.i had ,
taken Bishop Luccock in with me.He undes tood perfectly the situatlion and the
purpcse of the meeting.The Bishop made a fine speech on the Subject:of the
Heroism of ordinary achlevement.He showed those good Women that all success
calls for the heroic action.He captured the Jomen and within Thirty Minutes
we had them signed up for thelr Second 3Icco.-Before that entire bullding
Project,Church and Parsonage had ended ,that band of herolc Women had actu-
aly raised and paid into the church $5000.- In the meantlme that day the

Men were being Just as herolc.In consultation with Ehe banker this plan was
formulated and worked thro te the completion-Those Sixteen men each asgumed
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a pledge of $5c0.-to be to the bank regularly és.the ¥ofk continued.Not one
man fell down upon the plan.That secured our Building Money.Every Sat.nlight
every Worlkman,and all dealers met Johnie Ontjes ,our Banker Paying Teller,
and recleved thelr Weekly due.-That was one of ﬁhe finest systems I have eve (
known.-0f course those men all paid more than the 35500.-No man of the "I&"
pald less than 3IC00.several paid 3I200.-0n the day of dedicatlion more than
enough was provided for to meet all our cbligations.-We had a sale and a
farmer bought the old church for $3co.--during the Winter he and his hired
man tore it-down,sorted the lumber,which when neatly piled made a verltable
Lumber Yard.One day as Harry Lemon was passing our Flace he said to me Bro.
Dibble right there we made our tragic mistake of the entire Project for
$300.we let that farmer have over $20c0.worth of good lumbet;Now we are
racing a new parsonage,vwhich they bullt,a fine home,within the next Five
Years,that lumber would go a long way toward bullding the new siructure.
This was the year of I9I4,just on the Eve of the First World War.But we gai
our enterprize safely over before the Flnancial crash came .Cur pledges were
payable in Three distinct Annual Payments.l remained with the new church
Three years,making my pastorate with the church Four Years.EBeautliful Years.
Brother One Armed Frank Thompson and I were made Collecting Stewards of the
Building Pledges.Zach year every one owing was seen,and practlcally all paig
when we left there in I9I7 the Pledges were practically all collected and
the bullding loans at the bank all paid.-It was one of the.finest and cleana
Projects I had ever been associated with.-Between the church and ourgelves -
'were the warmest and most intimate relations.l judge that so far as the chur
was concerned we might have continued there indefinitely,but again my Job
is done,Church perfectly organlzed ,rebullt and paid‘fyr,and my good Bro.

Jimmie Harkness,Supt.of the Huron Dis.has a job walting for us so at the Cor
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A new Charge,to us now upon the great Prairie of the "JIM RIVER VaALLEY",

One of the best organized and active Churches we nad sver moved to.I will

s -
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Alpena at that time had strong,active Methodist church.-They had a good,XiIR

quite new Church bulldling,whlch recently burned,with a new one now 1in use,
The Parsonage was a goo&-building,but not Modern.There lay our tasak,and we
~Pplled ourselves to it and won.-The First great World war was on,and of
course we felt 1is power and demands.-Alpena was a German Community. which
multiplied our relations somewhat,but we had a beautlful ,harmonious Pastoras
;;ﬂ'ﬁgég%g.-Robert had been in the War from the beginning,had been across,¥fX
while we .were there Paul graduated from the Mitchell Gollege.Clifford and .
Rolland were at home.-The good farmers out here found 1t difficult to find
men to do thelr harvests and threshing.We all helped.I shocked oats all thre
Cne day Two blg Farmer Bros.Members of our church,came to the Parsonage aﬁd
said "Do you know any thing about a J.I.Case Seperator,Bro.Dibble"? I as- -
gured them at one time I could have bullt an -J.I.Case SE¥eperator.Twenty
Miles %o Hurcn where they-had buight a new Case Thresbiﬁg out fit.They are
trying to start 1t,but the grain persisted in running over the Sleves into
the Straw Stack,Could I do any thing with 1t?Strange proposltion to put up
.to a Preacher.However ,I might remedy the trouble and save them a trip to
Furon.l went with them.After a little while of investigation we made the
proper adjustments and the machine was running perfectly.That little toumch
of Mechanical skill dild not hurt me a bit with that Farmer Community.l
plteched bundles to that machine for days.Well,a Short Cut,We remalned wlth
that good ‘church Two years and left our mark upon it in the Internal im-
provements of the Parsonage.We ralsed the building_from‘ﬁhe ground,Put in a
fine modern Basement,New Furnace,Water,a Cess Pool,outside,a complete Bath
equipment.All thilis called ror some changes in Stairs,Closets &c.Up stalrs,-
But we left the Alpena Parsonage-completely-Moderniéed.During our last
Weeks in Alpena Robert returned from the war where he had been Two and .One-
Half years.His mother and I took him to Eurcon,Twenty Miles,where he stocked
himself with a new equipment of Civilian clothes.-After nig Sraduation Paul
came home and was working with a Carpenter Crew.Wages were zood,Paul was HEM

Planning to go to Garreti that Fall for his Theological Course, which he did.

game with Paul 1 The Year should open at
Robert got work on the crew untiand S oSt S i s cotnee

[EY . M
State 091;358~B290k%§§3t0 which ne dog%gkggt%§nthe War.-which all took FPlacse
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Not on uaoe Cut ana rorm of his Clothes,aitho ,These are important.Much de-

pends upon wnat a Minister wears,and now he wears 1%,But this has more to do
wlith hia Activities.dow he preaches.-From the First Eour of my minigtry the4:
making and preaching of sermons were my major tasks.-I began my Ministry in
Dakota Ter.in the Autumn of I888.-There existed a very definite taste for a
certaln type of preaching,Then there was also the more generzl Methadist
Type.Methodist Preachers didnot Preach Like Baptists,Pres.or Congces.-

My First Years Ministry was to Three different Agricultural Congregations,.
who had been deprived of any preaching for some years.But,While that was swa
true 1 found those Farmers had quite decided preferences as to their preach-
ing.The Sermon musf be alive and earnest,and delivered without Manuscript.

I prepared my serméns wlth care.dWrote carefully,and fully my Cutiines.I was
blessed with & good memory and could retain much matter without Paper.During
the First Twenty Years of my Ministry I took practically no Faper in the
Pulpit.Every sermon carefully written,but its contents Commitied,until I
could stand and unhampered deliver Lit,in my mind,as I advanced, turning the
pages.-?ecple gald they liked my preaching.Until the very last years of my

Ministry I had Three regular Public Services each Week,The Sunday Morning
service,The Evening Service,and the Wednesday night Prayer-Meeting.l will
say,rlght here,that my Prayer-Meeting Talk recelved very carefull preper-
ation.I gave the entire Day ,each Week,to my Prayer-ieeting service.I always
maintained a good P.M.Audlence,many of the most thoughtfull Fsople of our
Congregatlions attending.Brocther Cotes,a gholarly,thotfull,County SUPT.of
Schaols,who never missed our Weekly P.M.services,sald once,so I heaqd him,

YWe gzet more Soul-Foaed from Bro. Dibble's P.M.Talks than from the Sermons we

hear".-Zvery P.M.Service was Clear-Cut.

I Digsliked to go asleep On Sunday Night until I had decided what I was %o
Preach about the next Lord's-Day.And I usually knew.-Cne-Ealf of Sermon {
making ls the Text aﬁd the Theme.-Monday I raked leaves,hoed garden,or whai- )
ever Home duties that presented,On Tuesday Morning,seldcem ever as late as

Eight O'Clock,I was in my Study for the entire i.M.-That was true for eacn



Succeeding day of the Week,zgziéggéé Saturday.~l‘seldom,except to my Sunday
P.M.S3ervice repeated a Sermon wilthout rewriting it.-For my Sﬁnday Afternoon
service I would select from the Two the one I felt %o be the most appropriag
- put mostly the A.M.Meséage.-l have been told many times that I was a Slave
to my Sermonic System.I probably was,but I never felt Subjected.Il loved 1t

I loved to make sermons and preach them.-And would now.

One Sad Aftefnoon,in the Eush of my Fome after my Beautiful Companion had
been taken from me,and I must surrender our home toO Strangers,and I must rid
1t of my Refuse,I stood before the Kichen Range and passed into its glowing
flames,over Eight-Hundred Sermons,and other Preperations,bpon which had gone
48 Prayer saturated Years of my life.-When Men ars Cremated their Ashes are
Preserved,i wished I might have preserved the ashes of that Bushell of my
Pefsﬁiriﬁg Brain effort over the period of a normal Life-time.

I came into my Ministry Illy Frepared for that Sacred Task,l musti make up B
the Sad lack with the hot-blood of Consecrated effort.-If I could relive my

» it.
life,I would Dedicate it to thls Sacred Work,but I would prepare myself fori
YSS WE ARE MCViNZE AGAIN. =

- — - ——— i —— -

Trls time back on the old Home Prairie,EGAN,-Our Family were Ploneers of théi

Moody~ County-Father was Egans Ploneer Preacher.-Charley and I had both work
ed at Egan.-4A quiet nice little town,wlth a good Methodist church.A practi-
cally new Church bullding and a quite new Modern Parsonage,FPerhaps the fines$
we ever had.-I was glad to get back on the old Przirie,and was glad to go to
Egan.-I was Uneasy,the little Dakota towns were wearing me down.A constant
ENANE Sameness,Sterotyped tasks,no real change,l was wearing out from 1t.
Altogether ﬁy fault,not that of the church that we only remained I% Years

in Egaﬁ.Had a flattering opportunity to go to the Beauty-Spot of Winter-
Park Florida,zccepted and went,at -the close of our Second Winter in Egan.We
had had no Trouble here,but 'I must go.-So0 the 5th.of Feb.I92I I preached for
the First time in our beautiful Winter-Park-Florida church.-I1 was a Member
of the St.Johna-River Con.-Everything about Winter-Park has beauty lnscribed
upen it.The People were Par-excellent,the Finest ever,but with Spring every

thing shut up,and the ‘people mostly Touristsiied back North,I disliked the
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South,was Homesick for my old Con.Dr.Mattison,Dis.Supt.of the S.F.Dis.said

Garretscn has no Pastor,would be happy if you care to take it".We did,

leaving Winger-FPark on Decoratlon Day,May 3o0.-

“~

We received a most cordlal Welcome in Garretson,and had a beautiful,Pas-
torate there.One day,as we closing our Second year in that Place Hettle's
CousinrJohqwgg%ghty came from White with the express Purpose of sgcuring our
. consent to go ﬁhere for the next year.we had put in a good,but they thought
unfinished Pastorate,when we listened to Dr.Dobson and went to Yankton,
"Gome back now and complete that Pastorate” I said "Oh,John I Don't want to
go back to that old Pioneer Property".He "Sald we plan to bulld.If you will
come,we will build a new church",I believed the rascal,we left a happy place
and wag appointed to White.When it all came out,John Doughty had been rankly
dishonest in his repfrisentations,The church resented any thought of bulld-
ing,had never authorized Cousin John to make such inducements.-But the whole
thing produced an unfortunate atmosphere.The People didnet blame us,they in-
si;ted that we had been taken in.-We had good apprecliative congregatlons.
During the Second year we were able to Modernize the Parsonage.Raiged the
quite large house from the ground,dug and built under it a modern 2asement.
Put the city water in the house,both on First Floor and in basement.3uilt an
expensive and modern Cess-Pool, just outside.Arranged for EZath-rocom,wiith Watie
Mains just below flicor.It all constituted a very fine,and clean job,which
coat the church just $Icco.So we felt we had accouplished something.Had a,gi
good Two Years pastorate.-Cur good old Friend Dr.C.E.Mattlson was urging us
back on his Distriet "If you will take Harriburg this year,something better
next year" We accepted nice little Harrisburg that year,when offered the
really good Appolntment of Hurley,with its fine new Parsonage,and Davis,Our
last Appoiniment and last Ministerial Move.,The Autumn of IS25.-%We were ap-
proaching our expected Retlrement because of age.»grved the Zear 1926 there,
returned at that Con.for another year served together untlil Aprll of IS27,
when I was called to Florida on Business.Zettlie had gone to spend the time
of my absence with the Slocums,in the Parsonage there,when oniday a peﬁgram

came to me “Hurry Home Eettle very sick"I came at conce.Bre.Wlll met me at
the Station."How 1s Hettle"?"Hettle is among the Angels,She passed away
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this Morning"-My sweet little Girl across the Aisle who had walked by my

side,helping to bear the burdans of a Dakota Bastorate,for Thirty-Six Years;
has gone to her eternal rest.And,OhThe Alsle seperating seems so wide. -
We had a beautiful gservice for her in the Yankton Church,which she had loﬁa
deeply.Dr.Jenkins,old Friend whom she and I had entertalned in our home Many
many times,conducted the service,and brought. a comforting message.-The fine
Choire of o our church,under the #lrection of its efficient leader,Prof.
E.ELCcll;ns provided the music.-Friends from the Yankton church acted as @K _
Pall-Bearers,Everybody was sympathetic,and did all they could for us.After
the Service ,which was atteﬁded by several Car-loads from our EHurley church,
Dr.Jenkins and I standing before her Casket,when he said"She was the best
Mother in the Conference,J.B."-We laid her to rest in the Yankton Cemetery.
It was a cold Spring day.Some slight Snow Flurries,as we Bade Good-By to owr
"Chubbie"-Cur "Sweet-heart"-For Thirty-six besutiful years my falthfull com-

bPanlon.lt wag an empiy House I went hack to in Hurley that April Eve.Thegi.g

.. Boys,with the exception of Paul in India,and Rolland,sick at Slocums,unable

to come home,and as I remember,Clifford who staid over the next day,when we
drove to Yankton and brought Rolland home.Clifford,then left for his work,
and Rolland and I were alone.-I shiver when I think of those long,sad and
lonely days.-But all that could be done for.our Loved one had been done.

I must face the future.Perhaps I made a mistake ,to have our regular sgervice
on Sunday, just Three days away.Dr.Collins thought we did.Hettle was a Member
of the Cholire,and her absence made 1t hard for them to function.-They were
arraid I would break in the service,but I had a Prayerfull Controll of my-
gelf and passed thro the service ﬁithout.Incident.-

Hettle and I had declded to make our Retlred home in Florida,I had gone down
and secure & beasutiful site,an& Rolland had gone down to work,and help get
things ready for our coming,but he had been taken sick and Placed under

Quarentine,that was the reason of me down there when his Mother was taken.I

.'“had pPlanned to bring Rolland home with me,but the Drs.cbjected,that he was

not well enocugh yet.My urgent call hurried me away.I left money for his Fare

go?i.ﬂgen hf rei;eved word of his Mother'as death,he prevailed on the hea?th
olks to raise a
Quarentinénand let him out,which they upwiSe1 did.
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He got to the Slocum Home in Yankton just as we were leaving for the Ser-

vices at the church.Rolland was not able to go.A Nurse volunteered to remain
with him,until,As I sald,Clifford and I went for him the next day.-

He and I put in the most of that Summer,when he secured a Position in the
Asylum for the Insane in Yankton,as Cuard of a Ward.Ee worked there as' I re-
member,about,or more than a year.-I continued my work,living alone in the
Parsonage.-I was kept so constantly busy with my work that I had no time to
think,or brood upon my Lonely condition.-It had not occured to me that the
Church People would want the old,alone.Man as their Pastor,and I was greatly
surprlsed when at the last Quarterly Con.of the Year ,Mrs.Schroedermeier,made
the Motlon that Bro.Dibble be returned as their Pastor for the coming year.
That Motlon carrled wilth almost tremendious faverable vote.lt seemed to me
the best thing I could do,stay right there,and keep busy.After Con.and I was
returned and graclously recileved ,My Sister Mrs.Andrew Whealey proposed that
we relieve the Slocums for the Winter of the care of our old Mother,who iNE
might come to my fine Modern home,when Andrew and Sarah would come,keep my
home,Which all beautiful Plan not only workad that Winter of I927-1928,but
the nex¥-also I928-1929,During the Spring of 1929 Mother was taken from

us and we lald her to rest by the side of her Life companion in the beautifd
Iuka Cemetery in Lincoln Nebraska.-Just the day that Mother died in the Hos-
pital in Yankton,Paul with his family arrived from Madras India where they
had been in Misslonary work for Five Years.The .next day they went with us to
Lincoln for Mother's burial.Came back and lived with me for some Weeks,when
they lel't for Chlcage where Paul entered the Chicago University.I was left
alone,but not for long.Some gracious Plans wers sha?ing which would relleve
we of my lonely condition,I hoped forever.-Cne of the leading and most act-
ive DMembers of our Hurley Church was Xiss.Zora Inez Polley,z2 beautiful
Malden Lady,living as companion to her aged Mother,Mrs.Daniel Folley.

South

They lived in thelr own home one Block of my Parsonage.Durilng the short wHIE i

while that Hettle had lived there an Unusual intimate friendship had grown

!
ur between these Elect Women,in some way so much alake.They were both very

expert Jeamstresses,and loved thelr needles.ouring He?tie's last Winter,Zora
had spent several Afternoons in our home sewing with hg;tie.
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$K : TWELVE HAPPY YEARS:-

g0t much Joy out or iiie,but Took ner Responsibilties geriously.l was al-
f_;ays lompressed witvn Zora's Conscientlousness,ana Splriv or Justice.She would '
ag once‘respon@ Lo The aérensa Or wnat sne Beiievea tne Rignt,and Jus‘n.

-fo Me sne very much resempiec Heutile,imn appearance and Personality.-
Perhaps that was the reason why during the few Months that Hettie lived in i;
Hurley;a close Intimacy Sprang up between those Elect Women. S
Grandma Polley was a very Superior Woman in her Intelligence,and Character;t

She. go much depended upon Zora,who had been her constant attendant and com-
panion since Daniel Polley her hnabandF was taken, that she came to accept
Zora's attentions and Care as Matters of Course,aé belonging to her,and she
assumed a Proprioctorship over ZOra;who Eelonged to her.She didnot object to
me,Fersenally,only as I was taking Zora from her.She told me "Any one whoX¥s
has ralsed as many Daughters as I have should have one for herself,and the
One she Prefers"-Which in this case was Zora as the cthers were Married,with

.’amiliea She sald "You are a Chicken-thief stealing my Girl",who was at that

time approaching Forty~Flve Years old.-
With Zora &nd me there was no Formal courtship we wers drawn together by

a Mutual Impulse.‘ was alone and neeced her greatly She had the natural im-
pulse of Womanhood ,and Longed for the home where sie would be tﬂe respectad
.Histreas.-Because of Grandma 8 attltuds we must not try to be Married in
Zora! s home.We azreed that Bro.W. P.Slocum then Pagtor of our church in
Yankton should conduct the Sacred Ceremony.-On Qctober 29~She and I would
drive to the Slocum home.-One day Mrs.Schroedermeier,Zora's Sister asked me
why'we‘q;drnpt'come to the SchroedermeierHoﬁe for the ceremony.To us that;gp_
was a ﬁéaveniy Suggestion,We accepted,and Zora's Sisters gave her a rsal
Wedding,to which all thelr Relatlives were invited,and to which the moat of
them accepted.A Beautiful Wedding dinner,not a mere lunch,waé provided and.n
s?ved by those Same good Sisters,and Ethel,their Sisterinlaw.-
Rey.and Mrs.S5locum came from Yankton for the Ceremony,and stayed at the Par-
soﬁage over night with Zora and Me.leta,Mrs.Hali,Zora's Wlidowed Sister would

stay with Crandama until better arrangements could be made.At the time Granda

-
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was outside the Pale of our immediate Influence.Our task was to thaw her
out,when we were ready to care for her.That time before long.Grandma was hua
zry for zora,when she found that her petulant obstlinacy would get her no-
where,she surrendered her Pride and Ylelded to our desire to assist her, 4
Grand Ea‘s Home was Just One short Block South of the Parscnagé.@randma in-~
glisted 13 maintaining her home,so the Mosther and Daughter Declded thils Plgb
Srandma would stay with us nights,eat Supper §nd Breakfast with us.Each-
Mo%}ng Zora would conduct her to her home and get her Fixed for the day,in
the late P.M.Zora would go for her and conduct her to our rtome for the night

That plan worked beautlifully until May 8:I955,In her own home,Where Zora #i
and I had lived One Year,Grand Ma Passed away.-She had Bequeathed the Town
Home to Zora,as well as Zora's share oé the Farm,which was divided Equaly
among the Flve Cnildren.-Aftér Grandma's death Zora and I lived by ourselves
in the old Famlly home.-The  Church kilndly perpetuated cur Pastorate for Ten
Years.Turing the year of IS34 my health brokke and I was compelled to quit
the Work,and in April we resigned the Pastorate,and Retired rrom the Active
Ministry,and Moved into Grandma's home,now Zora's.-Upcn our Marrliage I had
presented Zora with a new Iézg.Model Chevrolet Automoblle,as & Weading Gift.
This continued to pe our Famlly Car.Zora had never carea to learn to Drive,
but she Loved the Car and Develloped into a real Chevvie Fan.-

During the perioa of our Maried State,Twelve Years ,we made several qulée
extended Vacattlon and Tourest Trips.-We Touréd the Bl;F-Hills Twice.We
Spent one Vacatlon at Long Lake Wis.-Also one at Thayer Lake,on that trip we
with Pauls Circumnavigated Lake Mich.Around the Scuth side,Gary &c.Up the
entire East side to the Straits which we crossed with our car in the Steam
Ferry,then a Side trip to Sault-Ste-Marle-to View the Great Lockes where
the Lake Shipping 18 raised and lowered to a common levil.Then down the
Weat shore of Lake Mich.to our starting Poini,Rochelle-~Ill.a coumplete Cir-
cumnavigation of the Lake,Only by Chevvie.- Then Zora and I gave the World's
Fair in Chlcage,in I1933,an¥ extendedVisitation.-Zora loved these Auto trips. ™
Her last was made during the Summer of I940,Pauls had come to Hurley for us,

Roberts were to take us back to Huriey.-We visite ' at Pauls,in Rchelle,and
nad peen at Roberts,in Arlington-Helzhis,on Sunday,Oct .6 ,Rocerts took us to
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Rollands home in Galana,where we also met Pauls,the Three Families wer ob- -

serving my 8otn.Birth-day,which was due Tuesday Oct.8th.-Paul's Con.was in
Session in Freeport,hon,far from.Galena,at t&&.Con.PaULs received'tneir aAp-
Jpintmqnt to FQURTE ST.AURORA,where they still are.However,we found Pauls ‘at
Rollands.-Thef‘did justice to Grandpa's 8S8oth.-On Moncay,Roberta, Zcra'an& mny-
self left for our own good home in Hurley.Roberts remalned over Tuesaay,
helping me wicn some work, whan they reyurned to their nome.aThat Proved .to
be Zora' 8 last. Vacation trip.-We were settled in our own home,where we ‘werea.
always nappy.A Black Cioud was hanging over us,but we dldnot discern it“'*f
In December 1t became nqpessary Yor Zora to go to the Hospital inm Sioux- " .~
Falls,where it was discoversd shgageeply afrllcted with a deaaly Cancer.
Within the Ten days She took Two Major operations,and returned nome,but in
July was returnsed to the hoapital for another Major Operation.Arter thig
Third operation she declined quite rapldly untll Sunday High-Noon,Sept.2I,in
the home she Loved,and in the presence of Bros.and Sisners,and Famillies,

and a rew Frlends,Zer Pastoé and nis wife,and her Husband,closed her Eyes,

ancd Preclous one passed from us.-The World has been dark ever gincs tnat

Sapbath noon.-IZvery one in tnat Community Enew and Loved Zora.
On Wquggggx_QEJEE_A.M.Her Four Step-Sons,Ropert,rrom Arilngton-Eelignts,
Paul,from Aurora-IiL.-Ciiirora,irom Dallas ~Texas,-ana Roiland from |
Robbinsaaie-Minnesota,Tenderly liztea the Casket contalningher Precious
remalins,and conveyed 1t to the Church,or which she had been a aevoted Mem=-
ber all her Mature life,of which ror Filve bpeautiful Years she had been the
efflcient Wife of the Pastor,and rlacea it by the Alter,at which she had
knelt in Holy Communion meny,many times,and where for Two and One Half
Hour she Lay in Sitent ana reverent “WAIT",Gently guardea by holy Women
wito whom she had laporea for the church in Foly devotlon for years.-
At 2.50 une church was rilled to capaclty with People there to honor her
Sweet Hemorf.There were People there from nearly lIoo Mlies dlstant.

Zora had arranged tor her last Services,Slx Women ot the.Church,Sang,

Five of her Nephews,with Jimmle Slocum were selected as Pall Eearer,

Fer Pastor,The Rev.Albert E.Hocking brought a beautiful Memorial based




on tne appropriate 5cr1;23%é£%§?é§ “She ﬁééh Done what She Qould"

Ye 18%% her to rest im the beautlful City of God wnere'a_o many of her Loved
onas Lie,and with hérﬁwait the Magters final coming.- . ' Is
It»has,ﬁeen'& lonely World since Zofa went.-If conditions Favorea I would |

———

8Pend my last Days,amid the Scenes of our Hallowed!Fellowsnip.

ShefjDuckie"-11as By the side of “Chubble”,and some day not so- Distant T

——r

 Snal rest'-zﬂw.' - T T - - S Coe -

I feel that here ts the Place to Close "PRAIRIE NUGGETS—IF any of my Friends

have tne disposition to read ‘these simple Pages I hope Jou may derive asg\Awish

Pleasure from thair Perusal as I have in the Writing.,
THE END,
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