‘ BY James BiRveY [
ERAIRIA JUMBLES : - 'L WRITTEMN €., 1950

I belong to taz Class who love ihe Frairie.Was porm on Portage Frairi

wiscosin,with the exceptlon of Two yéafs 11ved in the Lumber Woods

__, of Wiscosin,my entire life has been spent on the Grass,Coverea S

rolling-Peikries of Wisconsin,Iowa,South Dakota,Illincis.I love

- them.So will take the Prairie ‘for mine if you please.l love the

feel of unhindered Sunlight and unhindered breezes.
Foresn Dwelling-proved a tragedy ito me.The oldest of what was

-—éesnlné& %o becows a nuamerious family.The great Pine Foresis of

"  Wisconsin were yilelding their fine timber to civilizatlon to be

sawsd Into lumber for bullding.They paid good wages ,y People had
ileft Portage Prairie for the Plneries,where Father worked.Tne HINSEER
important faéﬁors in that great transmutation was the sharp steel
axe and sirong,tralned human Arm to welld lt.Each year a siream of
robust men came from the Prairies to the Forests to assist in vhangin
the great logs into sawed Lumber .My People were living in the Town
of Chippewa=-Falls whlle Father worked at tue Lumber Camp.

I was a DOy 5ix Years cld.Clne day afiesr dinner I passed out o our
Nelghpors Chopping Block where repogsed an Axe and hard Dy a small
dry Plne stick,Upon the impulse I placed one end of the stick
uponlﬁhe plock,struck it with the axe,the stick broke,one Pelce
flew into my face,struck in my Left Eye,Totalling ©linding me Ifor
Two years,when thro the sk1ll of a good Doctor,The Vision of the
right eye was restored,and thro that alone I have done my sssing
Irom that time thro life until‘nOW'at Ninety Years or age.
For some tinm e Father continued his work,while good Dr.Berry
continued in his itreatments,which finally gave ms vision.

When my People became nomesick and decided to return to Pord
tage Frairie my Birth Place.This was the ola Family hone,

Father's People lived here.We continued to awell here a few
Years when my People moved to'the zreat rich FPralrie of N.E.

Towa,Howard County.9We lived on the Iowa Pralries ror some Years
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unnil Financial conditions 1nclted'ancther move,Thls time to the

vast untamea Prairies of Dakota.ﬁhere they built from the Pralrie

Tewr lzva ——

soil & new home.For many years we li"ed upon uhe Dakota Prairies..

R o)

I fell 1n love with tnem.:rom their rich Acres we saw sprlng

K - -

into exisuence ﬁeauti;ul ,and rich farms,&ll sorts of Industries,
Large,thrifty cities and 11ttle Homle vilages.

For gome time Neceosity has compelled me‘to -live upon thc broad

" rich Prairias of Illinois.-In all I feel that I was a child of the
prairie and rejoiced in it.The Prairiea have been ve“y kind to

me and I love them
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I shall never forget those Two dark years.-Just as if Two full years had ﬁa

been cut from my Childhood.-I quite remember the heilpiddness of those days.;

™Also,How the Gay,romping volces of my rightful companions at play,effected‘ _
~ “me.~T was alone in a Windowless room.Birney Dibble had faded out of Life s -

s ,‘V\‘l_. -

actlvities.-But,All the time,Folks,My Parents and good IDr.Berry were work—
iﬁg_ with me gnd for me.How vividly that all comes back,as if but Yesterday,.
How I listened to the Doctor's statements day by-day.How attentive to his
Professlonal instructions.-I am sure I learned to Pray in those dark days.-

In my childish way I plead with God to help me tack to visilon,and when
sizght returned I never doubted but. that my Father in Heaven had done more
toward its restoration than my devoted Parents and skilled Physician.-

I remember as if but last night when the First glimmer of vision came, just
one ray of light.-We were at the Supper-table,in‘early Evening.I was seated
at the left corner of the table between Father and Mother,I can see that
Firsi,tlickering ray of lizsht.Jusi a mere glimmer,vut to me 1t srelled
alision.-My Loved ones have told me that I screamed it "I See'"Isee"-"ISee"
How that Family,Eve.meal broke up.-Qulckly Cr.3erry wis Summoned.-He made
some carefull tests.l remember he said that rectle zlimmer must be care-
fully guarded,and nourished,and encourazed into vigor and strength.-

He said the most carefull treatment must 5e exercisad,probably for :#onths
Lest too much lizht,and too violent strain might extinguish that fseble Ray.

As a matter of fact,my eyes were kept bandared mostly,for gseveral vWeeks.

I was kept from to®strong lizht,while the one Zys,the other refused to
yield to Dr.Berry's efficient treatment.-

Fihally after Weeks of carsfub® treatment and nurture,it seemed that the
strength of Two eyes came into One,until during my mature life I have been
able to see as finely,-as much and ag far as Feople with Two zood eyes.

I have been able to read,and write and zovly myself for long days.During
"i}tive Years I was never hindered because of defszctlve Vislon.-
_ﬁow atv Eighty-Six my Vigion,I think 1s normal for ay age.-

This I call my Tragedy of the *oresti.
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"Let 1t be E'er so Humble, (:
There's No Place like Home" -

Qut of the dense Forests,Back upon our Beloved Frairie.-Of the Half Century
Period that my Parents were permitted to live together all but Two Years ‘
ﬁere lived upon the Prairies.-The Two lived in Chippewa-Falls.-dJust long
enough for the Forests to place their Tragic mark upon the Family.-

I came back with incr%ﬁing Vision.I could see.~-All the dreSfull Darkness
wag dispelled and left in the dismal Woods.-

I Well.remember the Steam-boat voyage down on the bosom of the "Father of

t
Waters" ,and the gracious Wellcome accorded the Wanderers by “randPa Dibbles

Pamily and other Prairie Friends.-
The Cruel and Bloody Civil War had been fought.-In that Sanguinary con-
flict,Our Famllies had given most liberally.-Moiher's Family,the VanArﬁ}ns,
who at that time lived upon Portage-Pralrie,sent Three Sons,George,who- gave (T
his 1life at Vicksburg,Ike who came home unwounded,and John,Home safely and
whole,entered Medical College,Later established his Office in the Nation's
Capitol,Washington,where heé spent a long life in the practlice of his chosen
" Profession admingtering healing and helﬁ to sick and suffering People.

-The Dibble Family gave to the Service the same number of 3Sons,Three.
JAMES ,My Fathey,Farly in the Contest stricken with the deadly Typboid,which
so confined and reduced him,that he was dismissed from the Service and sent
home.-It required a long time for him to recover.At First his own. Mother aid
not recognize him.-Altho but a child I remember Father being brot home by ‘
Comrades delegated to the task.-he was accom%niedby a medical Attendant.

For some time his 1ife was despaired of.I have quite a Vivid memory of #kas
those Anxlous Weeks.--Then Father's brother,Charles Alphonso,"Uncle Formnie®
mas=£LYoungsters,in the gsame army as the Van Armin Boys,lost a leg at <:

~
Vicksburg.-Came home)recovered his strength,Went to School in Portage,Fitted

himself to Practice Law,went to the town of Chicago,on the Western shore of

n,and there eatablished his Law Tractlice,and made for

the great lake Michlga
8 ningei? a_prominent legal career.
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Later Uncle Fonnie married the wealthy,only daughter of Dr.¥inters,of Iron-
Ridge -Wisconsin.Dr.Winters-made his wealth thro his invention of the Iron-
R:R}dge Paint,from the clay of the nills ad jacent, the red paint used upon i!gﬁ

amuérns and Qut-buildings.~I have visited their beautiful home in Chicago
several times.-Then Uncle Fay,Father's brother,the last of the Six soldier
boys mentioned.-Was in’ the same Army as his older Bros.and also the Van-
Armin Boys.Was in some of the most Sanguf%ry battles of the war,including
Vieksburg,He had a Charmed life,went thro the entire war without sickness
or wound.-I remember Weil,we were at drandpa Dibbles,it was on"a Sunday
Morning when Uncle Fay came home and placed his Army musket in the corner of
the Dining-Room.-Fay was a Jocular Fellow.He said"We are all home but Fonniéﬁ%
Leg." .-Of course Uncle Fonnie lived his 1ife upon an artificial leg.-We
Youngsters saw it many timeﬁwhen he visited our home,zs he used to do,quite
often.-Aunt Sarah,nhowever,never came West to vlislt us.-But was kindly dis-
posed toward us Westernmers and Welfcomed us to her home.-

‘II: Uncle Alphonso was very kind and devoted to our Family--Some years later
My Folks rented his farm in Howard County Iowa,and for severzl years we whwé
lived upon it.He visited us about every year,and we greatly cherished hils
kindly visitatlons.-Once ne came attended by a fine looking man,A prominent
ChicagoAOcdlist.Of courge this was a long time now past,away back in the
early Seventyes.Uncle'was interested in my defective eye,believed the sight
mighﬁ not be destroyed,and the Eye might be saved,and had brought this Dr.
to examine and decide.~His examination was thorough and Scientific.

His conclusion was "The Sight had not been destroyed,but was covered with a
Film that had zrown over it.-This gréat Dr.said the Film could be removed R
and sightwfesnored,and he was ready to perform the operation,and leave me
wiéh Two eyes instead of one.But,He warned that in the operatlon there was
one chance in Ioco that the sight of the now dell eye might be destroyed.-

-?*I remember the discussion.It was left for my Parents to decide.They

feared the risk,deciding that one good eye was better than no eye.-

That was the last effort put forth relative to my Vision.-Uncle Fonnie

would have taken the cﬁance,which probably would have workst.
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My Parents happy and hopeful in belng back to their Beloved Pralrlie,bought

"A FORTY",Few Miles West of Grandpa's near Doylestown,built a new house upon;ﬁ%;

_ C

- and settied happily upon it.-We lived there several years.-

Golng to GrandpéB was the greatest diversion possible for my Brother Charlg
and mysglf!wé? could easily walk from our home to theirs.Grandma Dibble was
the Queen of Grandmas.-Charley and I wondered why we could never take Grand-
ma unawares.She invariably saw us coming and always met us in the doop with
a slice of Bread-butter,sprinkled with sugar.ln each hand.-

She was a very remarkable Woman.-Born and reared in Scdlandshe had the
Scdtish brogue,which when.Grandma used it was highly interestipg;She never
called usfgggg;in her 1anggge we were "BAIRNS"« i

We Bairns were interested in Grandpa's-Grandma's church arrangements.They
were highly Religi;us,The_Family Altar in that home was as regular as the
Morning meal.-Dust never could collect upon thelir Family Bible.- K

Every Sabbath Morning found them in church,but not always 1ln the same chulph -
Grandma,being Scotch,of course should have been FPresbyterian,but she was (
not,she was a Hard-Shelled Baptist.-CGrandpa was a Dyed-in-the~Wool
Methodist.In that Christian home was perfect harmony.-EarlyQin thelr Married
Tife those good People had worked out a plan that worked with them.

One Sunday a Month He went with her to her church,Cnce a Month she went Wil
‘him,the other Sundays he would leave her at her church and Uroceed to his.

I have gone to church many times with the 01ld People,and their arrangemendt

(been
puzzled me.-For nearly Ioo Years that 3lessed Couple havehworshipping God In

the church of the First born,and together.-

____—.._————.___.._..-..—_———....-..o-—-—-———_—......-.——-—_..__-_...._ ——
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My Uncle Fred,Father's Youngesy brother was just a few months older than I.
Our First few years were spent very auch together.ie were just All-Boy,&t
least Fred was .~One hotSunday Morning Fred and I went into the Pasture whee{i
;randpa g flock of big,fat Woolle Sheep uéé% e were finding pleasure in

zan

seelng those shaggle animals run.de chased them about until they be

falling,over coms with the excessive heat and exertion.-
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Great sport until ég stern looking men appeared.-These Men were our Faﬁhers
and looked very much in earnest.-They each had a paddle in his hand,and had
’.,evidently come for herolc Business.They ordered us boys into the Sheiter -
- Shed in the Center of the pasture.=-Tnere were 'not many questions,The EXIH

Crimef and Guilt were too apparent,to require lnvestigation.Here were  the < -

Criminals caught in tnhe act of LaW1688na&q;,LL81n8 about with tongues pro- ;.iu

truding and panting.for breath,Wers the aurrering-victim:ﬂghe crime, the - — -

poor overheeted Woolie sheep.- Grandpa and Frgd pook one end of the'Shed, - -
whilé Father and I occupled the other end.-Grandpa's sheep very dear to his
heart to say nouning of the Filnancisal intefest 1nvoived,and as Grandpa was

the olaef,aﬁd quite-girted with‘apeecﬁ"when uﬁdér cértain gtralin,he did the:

talking,and we dea surely‘neafd sométhing that Sunday Morning that stayed |

with_dé'ibhger than the Sunday Morning Sermon would if we bad been where vie
shoﬁld have been,in the church.«~ I would not care to repeat Grandpa 8 speech
However,lt was very impressive,and very much to the Point.

. At the conclusion of the Intellectual part of the Program, the Fhysical
began.-I can hear those Paddles beating time,and other thihgs.—It was a very
Feeling time.-Fred bellowed like a calf.I do think,and always have that
Grandpa put more—pdwer'in his paddle than my father did.You see they wéfe ’
Grandpa's Sheep who were erfected.Fred bellowed all thro the terrible ore
deal,but they do sa&that all thro the operation every time the Paddle came
down I Shouted "“A.Men""A.Men"to the top of my volece.-It looked and felt very
much as if the final end had come,and the timé for "AMEN" upon us.-

After the Fathers had completed thelr Paddle demonstration ,They,As Over=
heatea and breathless as the poor sheep,and Fred and I for all the Worlg
feeling as ir we had sat down upon a Hormet's nésg,mggé somé very ralevant
statements concerning Father's lack of reél enthuglasm in the operation,
and wound up by saying what subsequently came true "THAT YOUNG OUTLAW’ OF
_ IOURS WILL BE A PREACHER SOME DAY"-Grand father was & devout Methodist
Ghristian and éufely would nct cast aﬁj Contempt upon the Ministry.-Just
the connection of my Act,énd Grandpa's prediction I have never discovered,

Of course.I did introduce the Religlous element when I shouted "AMEN",



. 8 .
I think the sheep of Grandpa's Flock all recovered fromthelr drastic exper-

ience,scon regained their former an}?ormal ¢oolness,and helped themselves to
the green-grass of GrandPa's rich Wisconsin Prairie pasture.

Fred,I haye-always-belle@ed-the-cnief instigator of the crime,and myself ”
soon recovered from our part of the punnishment,and beforevlong'coﬁld“sit--‘
on both sides at once.--I was fully. cenvinced that chasing sneep upon: & hot

Lord' day wasf not a -healthy act,especilally Grandpa Dibble's sheepy -~~~ ~——
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III

' CHANGE OF PRAIRIES-

After some years of hapoy and quite profitable resldence upon the Doylestown

"4o" we oeme to a Family decision to change location,and exchange our Belovd

and Nati&e “Portage—ére;rie" for some other.To us that meant "Westward-Ho.“

I remember dlstinctly how much we disliked 1eaving the old home.It meant mh

ﬁ1 %ﬁﬁrgpargnts.From early cnildhood “Portage-Prairie with the exceptioA of

the Two- years in tne-Pineriesehad been their home.-They had married here,

and here lived the meat of their re;ativea and Friends.-This was so much -

home to them 1t was hard to Leave it -Grandpa Dibbles Folks felt badly over

"Jemmie's,as Grandma 1n her Seotch always called Wather decigion to tear up

and break loose from the-old Scenes and Asaociations and go "Away Out West”

t o poasibly loas thelir scalips to the knife ot ‘wild Indians.-

But,Uncle Alphoneo and Father had theilr heads together the negotiationjgea
completed,the‘decision fully made.~Uncle Fonnie woul’go into some new
sectlon of ona,buy a Quarter Section Farm,fioance it,and my People would
move upon 1t,open it up,devellope it,and “"Work 1t on Shares",all of which ma
was d&finitely settled and agreed %o by both Parties.-

The new farm had been bought in the comparativiy new County of Howard in
extreme‘N.E.Iowa,Five Miles ﬂ.w.of the County Seat town or Cresco,Two Miles
North of old "Howard Genter“,whgxzne Parknurats.receiveo and dispensed U.5. -
Mail,whioh became our P.0.for many years.-We were Four Miles S.E.of the 1lit~
tle town of Lime-Springs.-The Chigago and Milwaukee R.R.passed thro our

immediate Neilghborhood.-The Farm was minus House,Barns,Fences and all Farm
improvements.-There was not a tree nor a shrub upon the entire Quarter-Sectla——
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I havetrled to find the exact Date 6%"bur removal to Howard County,but have
no meansg of aacertaining derinitaly.I do know we were living in our new home
in the very ea%x-years of the Seventles.l was porn in I86o,and must~have'5ea
sbout Ten years old when this change was made.I would venture the guess o
that the- change- took place in 1869 or I87o.-Anyway That 1s quite Ancient
bistory.--Uncle Fonnle was a good provider.He- furnished the materials,paid
mtb?:Bills,anﬁ my_Parents-ﬁid all the.work of building and improfement.And,
Oh,How that. falthful Couple worked.Early and late they toiled,to make that
Quarter-Section of raw prairle a real farm.-Father erected every building,
every Yard of fence at a time when no restiraining Stock law,Peocple turned
their stock upom the Highway to prowl at Will,endangering tne growing crops
and riner improvements.For years Stock must be renced out.-At a time when
much ‘of the really restraining fencing of to day had not ‘appeared.During eéh
Summer day the roving herds would assemble and press upon tne rences pro=
Tectlng the crops,and tnis constituted a ‘major problem.-About the Eastern ad
Norwnern sides of our rarm was open prairie where tue nerds would cohngre-
gate.-From & low shed in tne S.W.corner,tfle entire ‘Tarm was visilble,when
e nerds were gatnering Father would take Shep,to Father the best cattle
dog any where,upon the sned rooﬁ,point out the tnreatening nerd ana say
"Sheﬁ After them ana Snep alone woula cross the rarm and drive the catile a=-
way bacm,someilimes he would be gone for an Hour upon tnat task.l remember
Fatner sald "snep is ine mos. valuable animsl upon the farm" .-
A few yedrs ago when I visited the old farm,and saw the broad fertile
Acres covered with rich crops,an:\élso-the beautiful_grové.with its varliety
of:trees,all this ‘now & real fertile farm,and remembered that the change. #a
from wild and native Prairie land had been produced,and every tree in that
grove planted and Nstured by my diligent Parents,I could not restrain Tears
of hallowed Memory.-My Parents with their own hands actually hewed that rlch
Teautiful Prairie farm out of the raw Sod.-To us that was always the' Uncle

Fonnie Place",and we Loved it.-
One Evening)as‘we sat in our home,from in fronggtherg came the crash of a

dis.charged gun,and the howl of pain,Shep had been shot in his own Yard,
- Because of his fidelity in keeping the herda back from the farme.
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During the First Two years of our residence upon Uncle Fonnie's Place,
B?ofcparley'and.l attended the Howard Center school,I# Miles,as that wag the
closes§ school'to our home.-But,Other famillies had moved in and the large eL:
District wéa-divided.agd_a new Digtrict formed,taking us in,and the new
Schoo}-gouse bullt One Mile N.W.of our Place.-Fof Years lncreasingly -there
wer? Di?bles-in.that‘school.Ours-was-a raplly inereasing Famlly,and nearly
every'yeazafor_a number of yeargkarnewnDibbla«namelappeared upon"the'Record.l
BIR%EYfGHARLEYfWILL-ZELLFSARAH-HATilE-IDA-I think the others-ORVILLE-LIZZIE. .
did noi attend here.-This was a.large school,especially in Winter when the
older Young People attended,there was no High-School outside- of larger townsm
With .the most of Young People in that Community,all the School trailning
obtained was within the walls. of that Country School.-A gqulte advanced Group -
of Men comprised that School-Board during those days,and Superior and well .
trained Teachers followed each other,glving us superior training i ¥y a schod
c¢f that type. These teachers were- all trained and expert-LABAN HASSETT- -
CAPTAIN GEORGE WEBS TER~MRS JMAGGIE THAYER-FRANK CAMP-JENNIE AULD-and the;}ast{‘
I remember most and the one we loved best,FANNIE MOON-Daughter of the
County Treasurer.Came to us fresh from Teachqrs College,teaching for some
years.We loved Fannle Moon.I shall not forget that sad day during the Sum-
mer vacatlon when the- terrible News came,that Fannie Moon had fallen from
‘her Pony,dragged,kicked and pounded~t6 her death.-Just a blg boy I went out
behind the barn where no one saw me and wept ouifmy sincere sorrow.Thers
was weepling all over that Prairie District over the tragic and distreasing
news.~Even today when I tnink about that group of efficient,patlient teachea
who put the beat they had 1nto mﬂsand other Young Peopl's Mental and Moral
Upbuilding,a sense of very deep appreclation,and affection attaches to my
Memory .~Every one of those teachers wag a scholar.My nearest approach to Hig&L
School-Was the Private school held in his home and conducted by that Prince _
of teachers,Captain George Webster,I attended that scheool Two-ygars,
‘Ma Joring in Mathematica,pursuaing Arithmetic and Algebra.-The Captain had a

broad reputation as an instructor in ithose Bmenches .~-He d1d me much good.
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WE BUY_THE EIGHTY~

‘Wehad lived on Uncle ?onnie s farmb?ears.According to my computation,it was

- ¢he year of 1875 «I was 15 years old.-Through the hard-work of my Parents
the f&@ce had become a real farm.-All under cultivatlon.- Falr improvements.
Quite secure fences.aTo my'Folks these had been quite profitable Years,
Thrcugh their own dilisence Unecle Fonnie—s liverality, good crops and Prices
my Parents had gotten a good but modest Start.—We—loved ‘the farm,and had no
thought of leaving it..I remember vividly the beautiful Spring Sunday Af ter=
noon,We were Just home 88 usual from Church at Howard-center when Two ngggg
strange Men in a good Rig,drove to our Place and alightad looked about in a
very Snoopie manner and finally asked Father for Uncle Fonnie's City address
One arrogant Man: said”my name is Lester,James Lester,"Jim" for short,I'm
about to buy this farmi-That had the shock of a discharged Cannon to my-Peo—
ple.~-Father said"That eéhnéﬁ be.The Place 1s not for sale.Have you seen,or
ard from my Brother in the matter"?-"No but I am sure Money will buy it,
and I have the money";Thén he told of spending days,canvassing the entire
Community—;nd sald "This is the oﬁly farm sbout that I would buy,and I in-
tend to buy this one"-All that was said 1ﬁua most Confident,Arroggnt and
Insolent Spifit.My People protested in valn.-James Lester proved to be the
Typé of man to whom To désire'an oblect ,carried a determination to Possess
-"it.-James Lester left us tﬁat day with the Assurance"I want this Place and
fuli} intend to ﬁave 1tt==Which éfter-Weeké of Badgering and Negotiation ail
~came true.-Uncle Fonnie came,.=-And was kind.BUt,i rememberone of hls First ‘
Questions was,“Jamie;wny'Don't you buy a home of your own.Th;ﬁ would be bet-
ter than spending your 11ré fixing my property,and turning over to me each
year the real profits of the farmi-A new tnought to my People.Uncle assured
them he woéld assist them to buy,1f they nesded help.-Joining Uncle Fonnid's
“arm on the East full length,lay an open unbroken Eighty Acres,which could
ﬁbe bought reaaonabl&.Now to cut the true story short,Uncle Fonnie prolonged
his visit until Father had bought the:Eignty and was sure of its possesslion,

and he had Rounded up the sale,for an outatanding price,his Farm to James
Lester.No change was to be made until Fatber had harvesned the growing

{a
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To us a most fortunate season ot the Year.Our crops on Uncle Fonnle's

farm were all planted and coming nicely,and Uncle had secured the flace to
my Folks until after Harvest and they had time tc move .- ‘

I shall not forget that busy,evantfull Summer.-I was old enough to catch l (f
the Hustling Spirit of 1t.-All of the Equipment Teams,atock Hachinery &C Jm-
on Uncle Fonnie'a Place belonged to my Folks.-They were rully equiped. h

It did not taks long to remove their Affections and 1nterests from the
ola Place to the Eighty.-It was raw Prairie.-At once Father rigged up a soud
Breaking taam,Three good horses and a yoke of oxen.-I drove that outflt all
thro tP%F Breaking season.-We began on one side and plowed thro One-Halfxikh
Milgt;#éfcould noﬁ break fhe entire Eighty in éne geagon,but we made a big'
start that season.-l femember Fathgr‘séid "Every oot of that traet might be
plow;d and cultivated sbut provision for Pastﬁrage and Hay must be made.lt
odd times during the Summer a modest but sufficlent house was built.A Well
wag digged.-Thro the entire season of Summer and Autumn, Sheds-Yards for~ﬁhe
stock and Poultry,and hogs &c.wﬂihprepared Winter found us comfortably and
hagily settled in our own new house.—Just one bad feature.The move placed us {:
One Half Hiléyg;gﬁ;;chool.-But we Youngsters made the added dlstance.- |

We lived on the "Elghty" Two years.-It has always been to us "The EIGHTY"
Uncle Fonnle's farm became and is today I think "The Lester Place”

James Lester proved to be a good Séuare nelghbor.-Mrs.Lester became lonely
and Home-sick and took to my Hother,thé older Woman.The Two Faml.i.les beca%e
quite intimate.-They were good clean,Temperate,diligent People,highly resﬁa‘f
spected by the entire Community.- o |

The next year we pianted the lénd ﬁroken the yeﬁ; before,and finishéd.
breaking up all the néw land they cared 1o cultivate.Planted trees and shrub—
bery.Mother was quite a Flower grower,and had that new yard glowing with
color.-We greatly.enjoyed the Elghty.Ilt was our own,and for 1ta slze,very

.rich and fertile,but thereldevelloped a serious lack,It was too small,there
was not room en&ugh.l have said I was now Sixteen ysars old.Almost a man [m
in Stature and strength.~I was tﬁe oldest, there ranged Jusf below me,

One and a Half Years apart, Charley-Wiil and Zell,Four Husky Boys all akle
“to do some work on the farm,The Eighty did not affora room enough for the
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of thelr increasing gtrengtnand MéﬁLiness.-I know tnat was a éroﬁing problem
with Fatner and Motner.-Wnat snall we ao with the Boys?-Or course according :

o the prevalilng tnougnt we Doys wouia Dbe at home.-Today Four Xears at |
College Ior ucys oT our age,But no College suggestion ever: remoteiy conuide
ered at that time.-It was assumed that of course we would all be farmers, |

I-always felt .I must Preach,but fhat ﬁas never taken serlously,rather a
joke.—éut,Ahyway,whate#er,No thought of College.-With Father-Mother the
Problem "What to do withé boys,found its answer in,Provide plenty of work
for them.Keeﬁ them bus& Qn the farm".-But,In our home too much energy aﬁd
power to ‘find room and exercise on one Lone Eilghty Acres.Father was young
S?fsng and energetic he could do all the work of the Eilghty alone.

We boys were not questioned as to any cnoice.-The Nelghborhood Young People-
didnot attend college,With no other training they Just fell back upon the
farms,or what was guite customary,went Wegt,where there were vast Territorys
&f Vacant Government landkthat could be had f&r the mere téking.Soﬁe of the:
"icheat a.x;xd most fertile gectlons of the entire country walting for settlemd

Yoﬁng People married and went West.-But’ we boys were too young.-We must be
provided for at home,and how?-I have heard my Parents during those day ﬁalki\(
about,and try to solve that'pfoblem.-The only anawer they knew was to find
something at home to keep us buasy.-Go out and rent a larger Place,but that
didnot éppeal.-Buy a larger Farm.But,How and where?-

I remember the day when Fétherlcame home, the Problem was Solved.-

- v-.
SELL THE EIGETY TO JIM LESTER-BUY THE HASSET FARM.-
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Father c;me;home that day Lightfooted and full of Action,he had found a

solution of the Famlly Problem.-Circumstances were working for them.

Jim Lester wanted more land,our Eighty fitted right on to his Place.He had

money and would pay a good price.~-That,Our day of Good-Fortune,Father had ma
~. met and had a serious talk with Cary Hassett,who owned one of the finest and

best farms 1n the County.For the time good bulldings,Well fenced,with pas-

tures,Hayland &c.-Just a short Mile -Half from the Eighty,Just One-Half

Mile on & main Highway,South of our District School-Houae.—It had other



advantages.-Mr.Hassett was selling and moving tc ancther Community.Was anx-

1ous to hasten the sale and make his move,and if Father would buy the Farm
he- misht have it for so much,an astonishingly low Figure.lt would involve )
them in some debt,of course the Eighty‘would not buy thils Farm but would S
make a: good substantial start toward 1t.-Father was sure Uncle—Fonnie would
loan them enough to make the difference,and take a Mortgage upon the farme.
Sooner than one would think posslible that was all worked out,and my uxn

Folks owned that fine~farm,with Just a moderate Debt to Uncle Fonnie~upon 1%
I hawe always considered that the best move Father ever mado,excepting
Perhaps the one from the-Wiscgs}n Forasts back to "Portage Prairie".

Thia new Farm held for—my Folks the real opportunlty of their Lives,but :ﬂp
very unfortunately they did not see the real chance involved and missed it.
This Place waa endowed with all the natural qualities of a Stock Farm. _
Running clear through its very Center North and South,was the 1ittle Ftream
of "Turkey-cre& ",rclowing a line~about as straight as if laid out by a Sure

veyors line.Juat an ambling little stream that never went dry,but could be ;ﬁ
1

‘stapped over any where except during the—Spring Freshets for a few Haurs,or

days.Folowing thls creek for Yarda on each side the high,and dry rich Pastue
land.~Here we found and maintained the Pasture.We never were compelled to
provide water for the stock.W%Eer-and'Suﬁmer the Creek provided c¢lean,pure
fresh water,-That sltuatlon alone wcuigiyéfth about the entlre Price of the

Farm.The N.W.Twenty acres as fine native Hay-land.- The entire Eastern One

" Half of the farm,East of the Pasture,for a full One-Half Mile North to the

School-House,was-fine,rich Arable land,under cultivation in one #ine fgild

. with no- break but therFarm buildings situated at the extreme Southerhend.-

Then across the Southern end,West of the Pasture and South of the Hayland
lay another 1arge,compact Arable f;¢1d of many Acres and under Cultivatlion.

It had been proven that the Place would grow 6reat Timothy and Red-Clovera.
Here 1in his-h;n&s Father held one of fhe fihest Stock Farm opportunitles.=- (:
But Father was not a Stockman,bﬁt a Graln-grower.They always kept a rew
cows.Father‘woulé not milk.-He ﬁould plow, Harrow,-sbw-nlant harvest and

thresh,but the new farm was on 1ts last legs with that type of farming,
At sbout, the time My Folks went- ‘upen that 01der farm the crops began failins’
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I am thinking we moved upon the Hassett farm in about I875,I know we

left there in the Fall of 1879,after harvest.~Father was not permitted to
harvest one full crop on the farm.-The crops would start with promise hut
were not permitted to ripen and mature normally.-Just as the new graln- was

in a soft,doughie state,torrential rains would come,with torrid hot weather,

which burned the grain down,stopped 1itas ripening,and left a shrivelled and : - -

shrunken‘h&rvest.-fhen the f&4lds so-socaked-almost ~ impossible to'move“the"‘“‘;f

harvesters~upoﬁgggmendays mire down and require digging out.of the mud.-
The time for ;-change-of Agricultural methods had come to Howard County
Iowq.-Manx enterprising Farmers,saw the condition,and adjusted themselves
and gaved the.situation for themselves.Many became wealthy and Well-to-do
upon thosa worn out farms.-fThey switched from g2ain ralsing to Stock.Milk aft
and Cream found a ready and profitable market.Feeding for the market was
encouraged,That inspired corn growing,which saved the Grain exhausted Soll.
All of this involved a radical change in Population.-Just then,I878~I879
'Fame the exouus to Dakota Territomy.-During those Years,especiall{ra‘con-
stant stiream of Canvass covered wagons made their way to the great open,
Prairies of that great Territory.-The land about as rich and f&rtile-asithe
soll of Iowa,could be taken from the Government for the mere taking,and the
neeting of ceriain very'reasogable condlitions.-There weres Three Types of
Entrx_open for that land.-I.fhe HOMESTEAD Method.For those wishing to estath
lish homes,as the majority of those comming Immigrants did.-File upon the
chosen ISo Acre Claime.~-Make a Boni-Fide home upon 1t,Hesidé upon it Five
years,Prove%c;aime,and "Prove-Up",Uncle Sam would give a "Patent" or deed to

1
the Place.-Millions of Homesteads were takenxéa)-fhen'the:PREEMPTION right.

For thoélnot caring to make a permanent home,Choose and File om the desired

I6oc Acre Tract,within Two years Pay §20c.and the Govermment would ilssue a
Patent,or Deed,and the Flace belonged to the Preemptor.-The preemption in-
‘olved a Two Year residence upon the Tract.-Many 8o arranged it = as to
ivall themselves of both Homestead and Preemption.-

{3)-The Third The TREE-CLAIME right-I6o Acres-Required the planting and grow

' Ing of Ten Acres of living Trees.Phe law specified how manyliving treesg WOre
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were required to give right to Claime and Patent.As I remember Five years
. were given as the time for the planting and growth of the trees.-

Ag residence upon g Tree Claime was not required ,it could be had at same
time of elther or both other Cl&imea.-i knew many Land Hungry Feople who aue
ceeded in securlng all Three Clalmes, or 480 Acres,of as good ianﬁ'aS‘the h’
Pest of Iowa.-As beautiful homes can be- bullded in Dakotaas in- any other
Section of the Country.-There lay the Temptation to the poor Wheat Falling
Farmers-of the- East,especially those of Iowa.-Probably One Third,or-One-Half
of all the Farmers in Howard County Iowa,lost or sold their-farms and emmi-
gratad'to-the-Dakota Prairies,.-Several Families from our immedliate Communlty

John B.Jones,to Lake Madison-Dakota.Their Family became prominent in the nn—”.
nGW“and‘ﬁhriving-Gity'of‘Hadiﬁoﬁ‘Charley'helped‘his-Péople build a besutiful
home on thelr new Farm.-John L.was for many years z prominent Banker,Salda
became a very Popular teacher in the Cliy Schools,while Ida,the youngest
worked for years with her brother Johnie in the Bank as an expsrt Book-Keepm

The'Henry'K,Stewags,one of our closeat and most Intimate Neighbors,cbeyed
the céll,and settled upon a Clalme,8 Miles Wegst of Flandreau-Moody County
Terrlitory of Dakota.-The Stewarts made of their Dakota Claime a Rich and
Beauty Farm,and spent their declining Years happily and comfortably there.

Many,Many others of the Iowa People found their way in the Exodus to the xm
new Promise-land.- It became evident that Wheat growling as a Major Indus%y
had worn out its day -4in Northern Iowa,just as it had in other Sectioﬁs in 4
the East.--Wheat growing is a nice clean Vocation,and with the modern
equipment for ita Cultivation makes a desirable type of Farming.-With the
Modern,Power machinery,the drudgery has been removed,and- the Voecatlon has
become clean and attractive.«It is not surprising that many farmers prefer
that type of farming.-The work is more appealing and congenial.-But,It is an
Agricultural fact that constant Wheat growing lmpoverishes the soll, taking
out many eliments of production without replacing a.nE of value.=-

In nearly all Pzairie Reglons it is Proverblal that the Wheat grower 1s

the Pioneer,he brings the raw sod lnto subjection,and upon its newly broken

Soil Wheat finds its most desirable eliments and produces favorably unull =

/"—'\
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Father was a good orderly Farmer,and Farm~ bullder.-Cary Hassett was not,He

was cédreleass and slovenly.When my Folks took over the farm,it was bedragglod
and unkept.-Weeds infested the corners and along the fences and the iinea. |

Bulldings needed repairs,fencea fixed - genéral Cleaning up was- nseded. -
I have not forgotten how my Father and Mother, just pasaing out of their Primg
appllied themselves to the tagk of cleaning the Place up,and bringing ordér
out of disorder.-And may I say right here,without boasting,That diligent
Couple really tranaforﬁed the appearance of that farm during the few years
they owned it.-We brought to the farm Two Spans of horses,The big team,

Ned -Jockey,Glant nhorses,Young and strong.-They were dedicated to the hard
work »Plowing and the work of the Fealds.- |

Then there were "THE COLTS".-a smaller andniouﬁg team,dedlicated to the
lightar~work,the-drivinggTown'going-to Churcﬁ,or wnate?er,to thé jobbing_
about on the farm."The Colts" nad a very busy and important Place on the
farm.-They were everybody's,on the farm,conﬁenience and servants.-

ﬁed-ﬁockey fitted into the Farm's heavier work.-For the work they did so
faelthfully and efficliently ,the present day farmer has his Gas %&acnor,bvt
that Modern convenience was not even Dreamed of in those days.

As a Grain-raiser,Father Fall Plowed,all thosebroad Acresmust be turned amm
over each Autumn,between Hérvest and Freeze-up.About Ioo Acres of Tillable
land.-I do remember that 8o Acres were set apart for Small graln growling,All
of that must be Fall-Plowed,according to Father's planning,the rest of the
arrable land was reserved for cofh,aﬁd the Truck crops,and would be plowed &
in the Spring,at the time or planting,-

To the Jjob of Plowing that Eighty Acres,during the Autumn,with a I6 Inch
Forrow Plow,Ned-Jockey were dedicated.-As I was the oldest of the  Boys,and ®
now was old enough for tha task,l was constituted Family Plow-Boy.I resally
remember the day when Father reminded me of that plan.I was to be free of all

-2ther work and Chores excepting tne Daily care of Nea—Jockey.-That was one

‘ of tne most Welcome asglignments I ever received,l ioved to Piow,all other .

drudgery,Corn husking,Potatoe digging,Garden harvesting,Manure hauiing,anda

other = and ouner sacred movements ror uhe Hoes and Diggers.-
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Any-yay,most pappily‘to me,because of my age,] was gonstituted the Plowe-Eoy
of the farm,I 1oyed plowing.In those days the plow must be nelid w;?h Human
hand.AII dé; ;qﬁg{qufiqg‘Six daya In tﬁe Week,I must follow Ned-Jockey,
hqld in_P%acq;Qnd foiléw day arter day;ln the furrow,my good John-Deere
piog.Rouna and round &uring the.days of Autumn,until those brown Stubble
Fellds nad becomeplackeneq Furrows.To rest thro the Iowa winwer and receive
tne.gQIQGn seednguf;ng wne new Spring.-Ana I loved every bit ol that work.

We always rin;ghed ﬁﬁr “FaiLl-Flowing” just in time for the Fall Freeze-up.
Thro tﬁe aixié;nt a&;ivities of the other memvers of the ramily and he
“Colta“,tﬂé~Seaaoﬁs-Farm work was dong.-Now,W1nner and cnores at home,But
school for those of tnat agev=-1 remember tnat Ior several Winters our Teache
nired me o huild the Fires and clean ther§chocl-House.For that I recelved
a moderaﬁe ?ﬁgé;nut 1£ gave me sﬁme Money for my Privéte use. |

But,As I haye intimated,Thingé were not coming well upon the farm,the crops
were failing éach year.-3t1ll we plowed,planxed,hoped, but gathered very di-
ulnshed croﬁs.-Always 1nspirea with the Blief that next year wlill be better,
but the:new years did nog better than the former,It finally became evident
thgtﬁthere wasg ho hope for improvement for thelr type of farming.-ﬁy People
wo;k;d bhard enough,but the day for thelr type of farming was gone.-But 8111l
we remainea and tried.-We all worked,but hope faded.-Father was not the oply
Farmer in Howard County who clung to the old system,Plowed,Sowed and harvesd
ted great crops of disappoinment and fallure.-As I have alread{ gald, they
falled to see their great opportunity,but when the Jones,the Stewarts,and
others were running away from these conditionslz%he "Prairie-Schooners" were
passingfalmost every Hour.-Each one gave a Tug to the desire of my'Parents
to gét éway ?rom_their present conditions.=-Fabulous Tales of the wbgderfull
new Dakota land filled the air,and my People's ears githought.,Until the ik
gr;at Exodué of ;878-1879-spread over our immediate Couniry.-It seemed as if
e#ery-bodx was going to Dakota,and in fact Thousands were during those years,
My feople were caught in the great Dakota Swirli;]

I beleive with some very easy changes in their rarming activities,my Folks

could have staid upon the "Hassett Place"Their Debt was to Uncle Fonnle,lHe
.. would be patlient and not distress them,but they shook off the distress.

Fa

q
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I remember my Parents were very dellberate in their consideranion and de-
clsion concerning B8O r&dical a change ag that from N.E. Iowa to the untamed
laina of Dakota Territory.-But in the Autumn of I878,when 1t seemed that
everybody had elther already gone to Dakota or was preparing to go. At that
time they fully decided upon the change.-We boys Wel*comed the change.
Charlay and I were juat arrived at the Gun Age.-rather that Past Spring‘ngl'ﬁ
had assigned us a corner nook of about Two Acres on the bank of the Greek,
and helped us to the seed and in planting our tract to beans.-That Summer
proved a good Bean geason,and found ourselves with ‘money encugh in the Fall
to buy Two cheap guns .=-But where use them? Practicsally no Wild 5ame in
Howard County Iowa.-But & move to Dakota would solve that problem.In that
great new country there must be much that needed shooting,Wild Geese Ducks,
_Prairie-chickens ~Grouse Jack-Rabbits,» Coyotes-Perhaps Buffalo-Antelopesw
;;ggz—be some Indlan ~Buck who should be shot, So the Dakota Idea struck just
jin time for us.-I remember that winter of 1878«7S~we lived Dakota.Dakota for
.reakfast Dakota for Dinner,-Dakota for Supper,-Dakota for an all Zve lunch,

In other Words,All Winter we feasted on Dakota.-

i At that time Dakota was undivided ag it is;now That whole vast reglion of
what is now North~South Dakota was then the Territory of Dakota,and continudi
as such until I888,when 1t was divided thro its middle East—West and organ-
1zed into Two great States,as today-North and South Dakot&.-.

For nearly Ten years my People lived in the Southern Half of the Tefritory
But always in South Dakota.-The Ox age had not quite passed at that time.
Today,we Qould walk up town to asee a real "YOkE OF OXEN"-Many of the Prairile
Schooners passing our plade were Ox drawn.-My Father was an Ox-Man.-He
uslally had one or more Ox'teams upon his farm,but not at that time,ﬁnd I
remember one of the First considerations in relatlon to the change was that
of power.Today that would be no problem,get & Tractor,but that not available
«t that time,Horses,Mules or Oxen,Father was wise enough to choose oxen.-g1f
Of course slower of movedent,but tough and enduring,more éo than horses,not

as subject to hard conditlions as horses,and ox was seldom sick,never knew

_"one no die voluntarily,Horses required better attentlon.-Tben horses must



have a Grain Diet,could not E%%%%?E and work on Juat grass and hay.,as Oxen

could and did.-That Summer of I8TS our Oxen would draw the Breaking-Plow

during the Fore-noon, at noon unhook their chalin,remove thelr yokss,go to ouwr _

dinners leave the oxen to eat the rich Prairie grass ‘about ‘the plow for thuk (-

their'dinﬁérvin an Hour they would be full and ready for the Afternoon wofk;

at night, Just put them on their Picket-line in the grass and leave them for

the night.The next.Morning_at the—?lrst Ray of the new day,the oxen were at

thelr breakfast and were ready for work when we were.That was all care we P

gave them during the work season,but one could not treat horses that easily

and cheaply.-fhey must have proper .care,-All that Father knew and he would
zﬂtake-horses to that new country,but where and how can he get Two yoke of ﬂll

Oxen?-In Minnesota 20 Miles North of our home was a Wooded Section gsettled

mosifby German People.-These People had what waéz'called Grub land.Land ‘

covered with small Young timber In the Winter would cLear'off for the Sum-

mers Breaking a few Acres of this timber s DY cutting 1t off and making Flre

q-q.s-ta\
wood of it,as seon as Spring was opened they wculd out or often tear up with

strong Plows and teams,the young stumps,and pile‘up for Winter wood.One of L
the German Family was the Grebbiﬁs,Large family with several big boys.For
sev?ral Winters Father had beeﬁ driving up to the Grebbins Farm,and buying
bigfloads of th&se~¥oung,but dry "GRUBS" for fuel.They made the tinest kind
of good,clean Fuel.-During this Winter of I878-.79-he made that trip,driving
the Coltas,Blllle -?lbra.Thia trip took longer.-The Grebbins had many oxen,
Whe; father rinally reached home with a larger load of Grubs, instead of the
Golts,Two fine,husky yoke of Oxen.rather and tne Grebbins had been Horse and
Oxen trading,and Pioneer problem of Fower was decided.-We still owned Ned M
and Jockey.~Fatner had rented the farm of Uncle Fonnie for that year,but the
big Oxen fitted right in the Springs work,drawing the 72 tooth harrow was

just play for them,while Ned-Jockey provided power for the seeder,and run-

£ .
ning about work.-My Folksa were«as-rul%fplans for the new life,as the Provefb»<;

1al Tick is of straw.-Their plans were all formulated.-Ag_goon as geeding

was_ done,with the Two Yoke of Oxen attached to the Canvass covered wagon,

Fginer,Birney,Charley and Shep,tne falthfull dog ,With breaking Plow,and
needed tnings of utllitx wguld snart for Huron Dakota Ter.-




--21-- .-

~-Here We Go James-Bi%SEy:Eharlsy—Shep,
Purpose rirm and Tingling with Pep. -
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Spring of I879-Crops plantod—WiliJman of the bome for the Summer-Left with

Mother and the.Glirls-We thought until our return from the great new Pralries

There was left for thelr use,Ned-Jockey.-Father had not tried to dispose of

the Stock or Things,Mother,who was a shrewd.Business Woman would do that

_during the Summer.-She and Father had planned all of that.-They had.severdl

cowg,would take but one to Dakota,they selected the one to be taken,all

others for sale.-All machinery except that needed for harvest to be sold.-

Father planted no gorn that Spring as.its later harvest would delay in the
Fall.-Later they would. dlspose of Ned-Jockey.-

I will say right here that all of that was well reallzed.Mother even had a
buyer for Ned-Jockey,rstaining their use untll they were thro with them.
(birectly‘after the "Seeding"-I forget exact date,Probably middle or late
%gz}l,bne beautifull Mornming with Wagon loaded with Breaking Plow,Tools,and
our Living Utenslls,Summer Work Clothes,and a few OCdds~Ends,we as above

started on our 0o Mile Trek to our last great,new Pesibde,the Plalng of the

Dakotas.-Of the Topography of the country we were quite famlllar as we had
atudied it for about & year.-It was & radical change from the Thickly set-
tled Civilization of Howard County lowa,to the Treeless Plains of Dakota
Territory.-Charley,Shep,-and I entered with high Zest into the mové.-Hour by
Hour,day by day,and even Weeks,about ?wo ,8lowly passed,but each night saw n
us a few Miles nearer to our Dreamland.-It was & beautifull trip,a real
Lg}easura Diversion.Not one bad thing happened Enroute.-During the day Charly
Shep and I -trudged by the side of the wagon with ioaded Guns,but Charley and
I found no gamé.I think the same Powder and Shot,were in our guns that we
had placed -there back at home.-But,Shep could have boasted of hls achelve-
ments.-It would be interesting to know how many Gophers he slew by the Road~-
- aide acrosa Minnesota,lt was Spring,Gopher Season,and Shep missed no chance
to snatch up & little Yellow Jacket.- '
The trip was a Routine.To make time travelling witn Oxen long days are

essential .Frevious experience had taught Father that.Several Years bafore he
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afehe had moved the Pamily Trom Wilsconsin to Iowa 300 Miles with Oxen.
= i .
We arose jJust Day-break each Morning,Stop at Noon for.dinner,and late After-

A
noon for night.The Oxen muat ﬁot be hurried or over driven.-I-suspect My -
good old Father,was about as good an Ox Traveller as ever was.-On the trip
he kept hig attention on the Oxen.If.for any reason the day was especlally
bara ne gave the teams more rest.-May I say right here that he drove that
Iwo Team,Slow galted Oxen over the 300 Mile. trip,and not one bit of sickness - -
with any.of them.When we reached our destination not one sore foot,nor .

. Shoulder Gall.~How Pather watched those shoulders,each night.bathing them -
with fresh,coocl water,rubbing them dry,and applylng an application of Sta
Jacobs O1l.~-0f course they could not Graze on the way,and fatherﬁ%sw Just
best food rér-uorking'oxenghad come prepared and in the sacks in the Wagon
wazs enough graln that Father had,had prepared during the Winter to feed the
hungry Cattle clear thro the trip,and then some.-At night he would buy a bwm
gle of hay for the oxen té¢ munch upon during the night and early Morning.
‘At night they were tled one yoke on elther side to the wagon,and over the

s

Outfit good old Shep kept Sleepless Vigil.We retired in our Wagon bunks at

the regular hour,Slept restfully wlthout fear.

I would recfommend a trip llke that to any one. suffering from overwork

or Rundown,you will find rest and recuperation,and pleasure.-Buzzing along 4
at 6oo or 760 Miles a day in your Cadilac or Bulck will not secure you such

restfﬁlness.-xou might need my Father to Chauffeur the Qutfit.-He loved lt.

And so did Charley,Shep and I.-

Father set no Daily goal,We trudged thro-out the day,at the quitlng Hour we
stopped,and called it a day.-Father was well pleased with Iwenty,or a little
better for ﬁhe day.=-Father had a theory born of experlience,When an ox chews
his Cud regularly he is all right.He watched for that 1n each Ox.-We would

retire at night with.conridence 1f the Oxen were all chewing their Cuds,

which they did each night-of that trip.- . . ‘QT
From the maps and decriptive Literatﬁre.?ather had settled u n as the

Dakota Goal.-We were heading for that Polnt.-

Tracy. Minnesota was at. that time the terminal of the C.Nw-R.R. but 1t was
being raplly extending West,and expected to reach Huron that seasdn.

. R o e L T s oy e s

g



-

Medary moved to Br s,untll there was left just one Farm home,The
Stear ==XoW, tiere stand upon the site of Anclent Medary & Monument,
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At Tracy we met Three Young Men on thelr way to Brookings County Dak,.Ter.

These Young Men had been College Chums and had graduated from College Two
years before.-lad become lnterested in securing Clalmes for themselves,and yn‘_
«uring the Summer before,I878 ,had come into Brookings County, Just over the
line inte Dakotz Ter.and secured each a Claime,had gone back fcr-the-Winfer,
now were on their way to thelr Claimes to build homes.-It happened that . they
had Just our type of Outfit,Pwo .Yoke of Oxen,and Wagon Lgad of equipéent,and
this much we found out,each of those fime Fellows had a Girl Friend at the H
old home,pledged. to come out and become thelr Wives and Home bullders,I know
that. all that took Place 1n the not long distance in time.

I will say here all of those boys made homes on their Clalmes.Ralsed rami;
lles and became- Actlve,respected Citigens of tne~aection.—ﬂe=ﬁsed“to-seé

e .

their names in the County Papers,as Active Citizens.- . .
Well,We drove with those Boys for & number of days untlil we- reached their
Claimes,when we proceeded on West.We were now ahead of the R.R.that was pugh

ng Wast,-Our way toward Huron lay directly thro Medary,them quite a Country

Village,on a beautifull Plaine.on the Eastern bank of the Big-Sloux river.
It was an ambitious 1ittle Town,at that time filled with Land-Seekers &C.
Every one was deepiy interested in the new R, R headed their way.The one
great question 1s 1t comlng thro Medary?-When they found we had come from
Tracy,the First. question “Did you see~anything of a R.R.Headed'this-Way"?
We éad Just seen the R.R.and 1t was surely headed in that di;ec;ion.-Every
pogsible Wire-was-pulléd,and every possible bhit of infiuvence used to bring
it thro their little town,but all in vain,within a tew months the new Road
passed by them Six Miles North and on to Huron.-Leaving little Ploneer
Medary out in the eold.-That thing happened to many Dakota Towns.
I will say nere,that directlytﬂorth of Medary,a new town was established

came)
and called Brookings,which quicklysa fine Buginess-Centgr.-Early'in its

“areer the "Dakota Agricultural College " The "D.A.C"-was establlshed 1n

Brookings,and for years has been the largest and most popular FEduecational

Institution in the State.--Just this,Eventually the entire Ploneer town of
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- Memorializing good,0ld MEDARY.--Well,What had all that to do with Pather,

Blrney-Charley-Shep-on thelr way to Huron for a Claime ?-Not much just then

but all of that has been vital to us since.-

Our Three Friénds had urged upon Father not to go to Huron if he could
secure something closer.-At Medary the People urged the same way "Don't go
to Huron,settle here"Théy gave good reasons which have been greatly proven
and émpnééised'aince;-But where here,Every thing.taken-nere"—Jim Nateska , "~ -
the Town's leading merchant told Father that Afternoon:"Burdine Omodt"over
in Moody Géunny Four Miles South,holds a Relinquilshment upon a Claime 1in his
Neighborhood,taken last Year but not wanted by the Clalment, it can be -bought
cheap,settlé%ail about it with fine People.You will have good Nelghbors at
once.-ALl To Goodto be thought possible,But FPather said we will go.and see

‘ ,“sua--.-i,,,\‘n'\—
Mr.Omodt anyway.-Friends,that was probably. the most fortunafe Father ever

EEEF‘WS ‘arrived at Mr.Omodts fine home that Evening.It was all true,the’
Claime in question was Just One Haf?t%gét of the Omodt Claime and the Relim
quishment could be bought for §;9g4fﬁe walked to the Claime that Eve.It was 6
a begsutirul FPlace,Father was charmed with 1t,and what was a a little $I0OC,. .
when & rich rarm and a good home Were involved.~-As much as they could Father
closed the deal witn Mr.Omodt.-But Father just had the release,now he must
g0 tnro- the regular legal Proceedings,which he started at once,

As I remember,witnin Three aays after coming to Dakota Ter.we were at wgrk

upon our Claime.-There was a regular delay,but as long as we were living and
working upon the Place it couid not be disturbed.-
Father had told Mr.Frank Pettigrew,of Fianareau,tneir Attorney,tnat he must
return to the Old Iowa nome,intime for harvest,but would move directly back
with the Family in time for Winter.Mr.Pettigrew sald he felt sure the Papers
would pe tnere in time.-How We Three worked that earliy Summeri-Shep made

nimsell rignt at nome.But nis Game supply was not as great,not many Gopners

it

in that new country,notning tor them to eat.- : {
During that season as I remeber we Broke about Thirty Acres.-We dug a
never railiilng Welle.-Father bought & good sized Glaime Shanty that had done . -

service tor Mrs.Dr.Fiavel,rrom our Cresco ,lowa towl,who wapeProving up ad
_returninz to toeir oid nome.Father bought the building cheap.

...... i —e-
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We tore 1t down in Sections,mé%ed it home,and rehabilitated it until it was‘
as éood a8 new.-That made a large Sitting and living room for the family,

e We.already had a. big Sod house laid up.-lmple provision in room was made 8
Tor the family,To Cook, to Sleep and to live.That conbined structure consti-
tuted their home ror Two Years.

The Summer 01_1879 was rapidl y passing and Yather had not heard from his

'Filing Papera which had not yet come.He wag becoming Anxious.?he time was
approaching whenrwe must start back to Iowa for harvest,straighmen up the )
Business and ge; the~rest of the Family.-Pather got in touch with Attormey
Fraﬁk Pettiéfew.Mf.Pettigrew was a Smart,and honest man.-Told us he still
beleived the paperé‘would be there on time.-But,He emphasised with Father tA
that he muat not take chances The Claimes were all being watched,the First
ingtant after any 1apse in the rQGQUirementa They were “Jumped".That was

occuring every day in Moody Gounty. -"What wouid make the Claime Sure-Safe"?

Gonstantﬁasidencegnnon it“-?atner was determined to save the Claimew~

. I remember now that problem required serious consideration and Discusslon.

Yinally Charley had agreed to this solution.-Have Mother come,bring Lizzie
and Orville,the Younéest.—?ather would meet her in Céﬁby,Fifty Miles,Wnich
all was done.Father took one yokef of Oxen,was gone a Week,brought back
not only tne Folks,but ;ome needed tﬁiﬁgs for the home,some lumber for com-
plete§ng the house.-Charley would remaipn with Mother and the 1little,children

while Father and I would return for the harvest,and come back as quickly as

posalble~-Father and I remained until the last day possible.-When we took mm
one Oxteam for our trip and left the other for Charley ‘to job about the
Place with.-Much to be dona before Winter-The buildings must be completed.
And hay must be secured.That was an 1mpor£ant item-Hay must be secured to |
feed Four Oxen and a cow,and for Fuel-They would'deﬁénd upon the haystack fr
for tuel witn wnich to heatlﬁhe home during the long cold Dakota Winter.-
Charley was Compatent and enersetic.-There wasg Slough hay on the Sioux River
Bottoms ,as high as a Man's head,Great course stuff which made fine tuel.
That could be had for the taking,and Charley took it.And finer for the

_Stock.-He_had worked somemaé a Carpenter and was qulte Competent with Tools



—_—

= 26== - - --
He and Mother worked upon the Place all Summer.-They never saw the old

home again and didnot seem to care.Thig was now thelr home and they loved 1%

rather and I took the Younger team and started for the old home.-

Juat when we atarted there were great!rain—falls.-Water every wheremEverj.
1ittié ravine or Draw was a freshet;Rivers everybwhere.-fhe Secoﬁd day out
we came to 2 floed,rods wide,and deep,and wildly-ruahing.—On its banks be-
tween Sioux-Falls and Dell-Rapids,were a. great Cavilcade of Quifitas and- many
People str&nded.rhevrushing stream was: tobgreat to admit of Fording.-No one
considered driving through lte-It was nearly night when we got there,it
looked like rain ag&in.-Thoee—stranded People discussed the matter,and dﬁﬁ&ﬁ
declded to walt until Morning'and be governed by conditiona.—Father and I
were preparéd for Ten daﬁs camping.oﬁr wagon was as secure as any house.-

During the night another big rain.,But the Morning'bright and Fair all
hoped the end of the rains had come,which subsequently proved to be true.

But there ‘was no letup of this swirling river.But Men said“ﬁe must get axzxm

across and on our Way" Two or Three venturesome Young Fellows sald we can

. gwim it.The water was warm.-To make the narrative short that group of Compe-

-

L.
tent agreed to this plan.=Tow the teams to the other side.~All had lariats,

There wefe Men there who waded and swam that swirliné stream a dozzen tlmes
that day.-a lariat was fastened to a team,2 man swam across and 1éd the
toams,one after another across.Of course the horses and the Oxen attandeq
to their ogn swimming.-Every team in a comparative short while was towed
across.-But the Wagons,a little different propositlon,but those men were
competent,They did.this,each wagon box and Gear was tled to the Running
Gear,Rope tastened to pole,carried a cross by swimmer,a long larial to the
upside of the stream,to which Men couwld hold and prevent the Wagon from
upsetting or washing away.-There were several Women and children in the
group,?hese were towed across in their own wagons.-It took some Hours 1o
make the complete passage across Our "Red-Séa",During the day others came
and thgy“were helped acrogsa.~By the Middlé of the After-noon,the last Team,
Wagon and person had safely made the passage.;Tne great success of the day

had come largely through the skill of the Swimmers.-The Feople nurried on
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To Their destlinatlons.-Father and I started éy once upon our delayed Journey
Those Young,Nimble footed Oxen entered into the Spirit of it,and we reached

Luverne Minn.before camping that Afternoon.-We drove East along the Southern .

-
!-

"~ goundary of Minnesota,through such prominent Cities asWORTHINGTON-BLUE*EARTY .
ALBERT-LEE~and AUSTIN,where we veered S.E.into Iowa toward our home,not far.
For some days an Idea had been Festering in my mind,but I had not screwed
up courage enough to speakvto Father about i1t.-I had declded I didnot care_a_
return to Dakota in the Pall.-Ever since I have firmly believed that a Frov-

idential inspiration had come to me.There were Nine of usg children at home,

for Pather-Mother to feed and eclothe,and care for,approachipg Young-Manhood _.
and Womanhood.Our Claime in Dakota was Twelve Miles from any town,that a mee
Prairie Village at that time.There would be no pay work for any of_ua.-Spend
the long Winter helping Four or Five big,husky boys care for Four Oxen and

one cow,and Twist hay for fuel,the blggest chore of-all,l was 19 Years E;d,

the.oldest of the numerious children.I should be eaﬁ%;g gomething to help ta
.Folks,and not be depending upon them.-Then there was no school accesible to

us in Dakota,I. wanted more Schooling.The old home would giye Pay work and

School.-Let me atay in Howard County,get & Job for pay during the Work sea-

son,work for my board ,attend school during the Winter.-

2As we jogged along the High-way,I told that to Father one day,he gave it &
1ittle consideration,and I was surprised how quickly he fell into the I@e&,
and Acquiesced.-That became our agreed plan.-Later Father gaid"I will give
youYour TIME,Advertlze you,and you willl,legally,attain at once to your own
Authority,and be able todo Business for yourselfl-All this was done s00Ne=
To make the atory shorter,-Adjoining our old farm was that of the Woodcock
Bros.Rich People,one a General Sewling Machine man 1n St.louis,the other
C.and Mil.waukee N.R.Station Agent in Cresco-Iowa.-This,one of the flinest
farms in the County was under the management of W.0.3ymonds,Nephew of the

Woodeock Bros.-Father Lovingly arranged my future,and hls arrangement brough

me Two of the finest and most beautifull years of my life.TheASymonds Peaople

e

were finely Cultured People direct from Atholl Mass.-Fine Christian Family.

No other People have ever done me as good in framing my character agdd
.. _deciding my future as those fine FPecple.They refused to consider me a
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"Hired-Man"-I was Birney Dibble,now their Gharge,living as an accepted mem-

ber of their home.~-Curing those Blessed Two years 1ln that Christian home I
not once became Home-sick or discouraged.-All thro my Mature and-Active 1life '.
the hallowed' inatructions and Lovipg admonitions of that Saintly Woman,have = -
come to me.-If all Young-Men could start fctive life under conditiens ke
theae‘the:eﬁwould be fewer broken characters in the World.-

According to the agreement I was to live in the home of the Symonds ,Three
Winter Months do chores for my Board,the Summer 9 months work upon the farm
with stipulated wagess-Father and I agreed to this,One-Half of my cash wages -
until I was 2I should be sent to them.-We adhered %o the arrangsment,l did &
not miss once sendling the- Folks their Stipend,and I had an abundance left to.
supply my needs.~¥or Two years I lived with and earried on in that Hallowed
home.-As a respected member of it,.-I-never felt like a Hired-Man.- ,

On 0ct.8:I88I ,I celepbrated my Twenty-Pirst Birth-day.A few days later,
occured the National Election -Day,and I had the privilege of casting myxiis
First vote for JAMES.A.GARFIELD~for the Presidency,as all know he was electd -
later Assassinated,-I had seen none of my People for Two years,and had de-
cided to go to them.~There was now Summer work in Dakota.Much building. was
going on.-During that period Hundreds of home were established upon those.
broad prairies.-Young men had come-out taken their Claimes,started their ham
homes,gone East and Married their Sweei-Heartis,and brought them back with tk
them and Thousnds of the rinest of South Dakotans today are the Trult of
those Ploneer days.-The entire State was Pulsating with life.-Every bullding
was walting to be erected.-Rall-Roads were bullding.Plenty of work now,with

good pay.l was no longer a boy,l haa Twice been made -man,once thro  the
) ——
kindly offices of my ¥ather,and agaln thro the offices of 0ld Man Time.-

1 was ready to TAKE THE WORLD.-I was to spend the First Winter at home,any

find work in the Spring.In the meantime Charley had got into and Egan Fam=-
bor

ily by the name of Buck,and worked for them.- A Neighhood schoql had been

founded,and my Younger Bros.and Sisters,were receiving Six Months Schooling

S<<.Per year.tFather was Preaching as a Methodist Local Minister.-He was the

fifat Pastor 1ln several wnat nave become strong churchesg.-FLANDREAU-EGAN-
BROOKINGS~ARLINGTON-and others.Every -Sat.P.M.he wouid ride his black Pony &«
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hls Sunday appolntment.-During the Year of IBBI 82-I belelve he was Pastorm
at Egan and some adjacent Country Points.~Egan was Twenty Miles S.E.-Father
_ went therse each WeeE;H:?ere was no Church bullding yet.Pather compelled to
{. Euatle hie own Preaching Place.-In Egan no place Fit.01d Mr.Taylor a wicked,
Profane ,blatant Man,owned and operated the quite large City Hotel,and its
large, cepacioue Dining room attracted Father's ettention.-Mr Taylor knew him
well.-Fether contacted the old Tiger and said to him"Mr Taylor your Dinins-
room is empty by 2.30 P.M.on Sunday 13 1t not?--"Yes-sir"-"Will you please
have it arranged,we will hold our services in there,until some other FPlace
can be-found“.Mr Taylor 8 First surprized Acclimetion was“THE H-1L YOU WILL“
When suddenly there came a change over that Wicked man—He saild"you may
Mr.Dibble and the room will be ready for you at 2 P.M." and for some Months
the Moom was prepared the tables pushed back the chairs arranged A small ta-
ble placegLfor a Pulpit.Mr.Taylor ¢loged the adjoining doore,and 80 far a3 k
he could kapt order and quiet while the eervices were on.-Mrs Taylor her
daughters,and hired help attended the servicesa each Sunday,during the months
that the Hotel was ueed.Father was very Respectfull to thls 0ld Sinner,cal-
led ﬁ;m“Mr.Taylor“-There was develloped on Mr.Taylor'e part toward Father a
very respectiul attlitude.-He never used Profane language in Father's presene
It was remhked that many of the Taylerieme were pollshed off.-A few years
later when Mr Taylor Passed away ,the Funeral was held in the Dining-room af
Father was the Preacher.-Father possessed the Specilal gift of getiing along
l with the "01d Man TAYLORS"-Some way they saw in Father "A MAN"-Respected him,
Living upon the ﬁdll One Mile West of Egan was the Farm-home of Allen Oaks
Mr.Oake.wae & palnter,at ehet time working for the Chi.-Mil.R.R.-The R.R.Pwnh
People were extendidg their Lines West and in other directions and erecting
many new bulldings.Depots-&c.-Allen Oaks went along the Lines and did the
painting.fhe farm management was lert,to hils very efficlent Wife,wnd went
into the F&Q}d and worked with the Hired-Man.-Thro Father I secured the‘Job
of Hired-Man on the farm for the Summer of I882.-I began my work early in th
the Spring and continued until late Fall.Day after day I worked ﬁith Mrs.

Qaks,agreeably.She proved a Woman could do that and maintein her Self Reepe@
7 That was to me & very Pleeeant aummer.Mcetly Mr Oek 8 work was
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close enough to permit him to spend the Week-ends at ﬁbme but not always.

(friendship)
Thro-ocut all the Years I have mal ained an 1nt1mate?with the Qaks Psople,
A .
Egan has continued to be their home.He was taken away some time ago, (’

but Mrs.Oak,éome years ybunger,ﬁas 1ived with her family 1n Egan during
all these'Yééra.I met her not éo long since.-Thelr good home is still in
evidence upon the Egén;Hill.-i worked for-thoa:Good People Eight Mopths‘
that Suﬁmer,and.for.tha entire se;éon drew but $5.~- for my Personal use.
So'lt was quite‘a.Sum'they ﬁ&ia mbﬂwﬁen.l quit;- ) ' |
Ghariey s season at Mr.Bucks cloged at the same time,and we made our way
home,Twenty-Hiles,with our pockets well lined.-
We found the Folks with & burning desire.-They hadijust emerged clearly _
away from the old S;d aajﬁnct to home.-They were securing a house piecewﬂé
piece,room b& room,aﬂdjéining'the Kitichen on the Weat, wasevacant place,aboﬁt'
Twelve feet Square Twe sides,N.-Esalready bullt. The old Folks had theilr
Heart set upon building up that vacant corner.Had some money toward it,and
were planning to walt until Spring for the job.-When the First Morning we {
were home,we asked Mother to turn the Plates over at the Breakfast table,
and we placed a good,quite substantial roll of Bank-Bills under Father's
piate.I shall never forget the look of extreme pleasﬁre that lighted up his
face when he saw the Bllls.His First exclamation was "Oh,Ma now we can have
ﬁﬁe Addition"-People have recelved large Sums,real Fortunes,with leas Joy
than our good Parents accepted the price of their desire for the home that
dgy.Before that Morning meal was cleared away,the‘hew ADD.was fully planned,
and before the Lights were extinguished in the Dibble home that night,the
material for the new Add.was on the ground ready for use.We all hopped to
the task,and withing a very days had passed,the Folks were using the new
Addition.~-That is one way things came in those remocte Ploneer Days,One at a
time.-I Think that right here I would love to devote One chapter Commemora %l
tihg the Usefull and helpfull‘lives my Father -Motner lived in that Com- {;
munity rér years to come.In portraylng these things 1 promise to kesp within

‘the range of exact truth.-Pleagejlt 1ls tne kindly helpfull acts of my own

Father and Mother that I Record.-
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“VerilyI Say Unto You,Inasmuch as Ye have done it Unto One of the
Least of These my Brethren s1e have done 1t Unto Me.-
) MATT.25: 40~
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Christ speaking to Common yEvery day People.-He Assures tnem that Casgssual

e

kindnesses and Benefit rendered to’ Needy Persons in his name,go upon the

Records of Heaven as Service rendered to him.

We think of Peoﬁlé with great Means,and special Talents,as the great Bene- .

factqrs;-But that there is in the work of Helping others a chance for the
Humoleat,de,in'dis'Word,Emphasises Over and over.

Get thls fixed,Our Pidneer Home was quite remote,Twelve Miles to the close

est wans,ha&ing Resident Physiclans.-It was strictly "Horse-Buggy" Period.

Years before Mr.Chrjsler,and Henry Ford began to "Dream Dreams“Even "Horse~
iless Cars” were unheard of.Many years berore the Auto-Mobile bame into Pop-

ular use.-The Telephone had not Yet appeared.-At itne present Time if out on

‘!’some Farm I2 Miles from the Dr.there is sickness,Dr.needed,sStep tp Pnone,ggY

call him,he dteps into nis high geared car,turns a button,and within a tew
Mimites 1g at the Place of Call.~Thag remiﬁas,Perhaps ric other Frofeassion
as greatly benerinted by the Twin Blessings.Phone~Auto,as the Medieal .And
Alsd to People liéing at remote Pointg.-

But,During the Pioneer Days of ﬁhicn I wrlte none ot this was true.No Phone
"1f ‘the Remote Dweller needed a Dr.lie woulda mount a ‘norse,perhaps at Mldnight
'MiaW1ntér,-Ride to nome of the Physician,arcuse nim,Yernaps go to the barn
help Dr.nitch=-up,and bliankev up,and started on his One or Twe Hour trips,
Just whee. track roads,Perhaps this dark night filled with Water and Mud,

or buried under Feet of snow,Cetting the Cr was an act of Heroism snd Cour-
age,and People did-not undertake it unless in Dire Need,where Life-Death are
at stake.-My Parents,especiaLiy Mother,saved that Community,Scores of such
sfforts as I have pictured.-[;robably One~Half of 411 the Claimes of Gov.
Land taken in Moody Co.Dakota Ter.were taken by Young Unmarried Men,
practically all of these Young Fellows Married thelr "BACK-HCME SWEETHEARTS™

R -
w;thgqu Years of their settlement in the Countv.-In the case of many the
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The Young man returned to the old home for hils Bride and they Married there,
but,In the case of Many,—Many others the Xoung man did-not return,but the
Girl came to him ~-She came as close as she could by rail in many early cases
50 or7%§{§:} from the destinatioé]*hey were not acquainted wlth ﬁinisters
in~ the\wanégand shfﬁ;k‘éﬁay Trom them. S ' R
My Father was an Ordained Methodist Local Minigter with full right to
’%;;rform the Marriage ceremony.Anq really,Perhaps mere as a Personal conven-
ience to themaselves,He became Popular as a "MAMRYING PARSON#-The Young
Couple on‘the way from the the train could stop &t our home and 1ln Thirty.
Minuteé the sacred ceremony_perrormed and they on thgir way agaig,un;ega
Mother kept them for lunch or dimner.,as she often did.- Thls Tale has a
truerﬁistoric.ragt,it actually occured ig Scores of Cases.:?aﬁngr’slnecord o
fog_mafrying Young Homesteaders ran high.-For that hg nevey mgde a.ﬁharge,
but the?e was a standard amount those Young Fellowg voluntarily made,All the
same-A FIVE-DOLLAR=-Bill.-Of course that fitted into the home FPurse n;cely.n
‘If.Father“waa a Conveniqnt and Popular Marrygr,He was even more 80 &s &
Buryér,with this exqeption There‘wqre moriMariages than Funerals.-With the
:&:Exception of Catholics,Father quied People_a;l over that great Community.-
I knoleather's Funeral work was very fine.-I have watched with admiration
my Father engaged in the Solemn task q; Laying some neighbor away to rest.
He could gdjust himeslf,and did to each case,.,-This was especlally Wel;;
come- to the Afflicted ones.~-Father would regpond to any call for a funeral.
They came: for him from qqite remote dlastances.He never refused to go.
For this Multitudious Worg he never made a-charge—Some times_thq_Friegds
would make 8 Small offering,but 1t was not expected.- _
Now Mother,I have spoken of the effort of securing Medical attentlon.
I have also spoken of_the meny,many newly Wedded Couples coming into the
Community.~aAnd it'ao happened that &ftgr a propper time Babies beganucom-
ing to those Prairle Homes.-Every Casa requ1red sk%lled attentlion.
May I say no Womggfmg d take the risk thoge Young Mo§hers took in those
days.~Now nearly all Bables are born in the Hospltal,under the 3killed

care of Trained Drs.and Nurses,-But,back there no Professonal Dr.or Nurse,



But very fortunately there was a Qualified "MID*WIFE"-My mother,Mrs.J.W.
Dibble.-Had rBCOgnized 8kl1ll in this important direction,where over and over
‘Two lives were 1nvolved.~l will not dwell upom this at length, Suffice to s&y :
that for some years my mother was aalled upon for this type of work. -
The Stork had the~fashion of coming at his own convenience and Folks had to \K
accept his calls.-Practically all at night,they came for Mother at any time.
And Lika Father she never refused. They came for her with all sort of ;ig§;~
Luke Doyle ,an‘LIrish Catholic came for Mother one night,in the interest of
Maggie,who had a call from the Stork sBut Luke Doyle did a bad thing that
night,wé5hard1yAforgave him;He owned geveral Span of hbrées,was a leading
Farmer,But thdse~fine-big Bays,were invefterate Run-a;Waya.-They ranaway xiﬁ
with Lulse Just whenever they Pleased,and Luke brought them for Mother, just a
Mile. from the Dayle~home Luke was nervious and careless,The Bays took ad-
vantage Just after Mother was settled in the rig,they struck out,became un-
managsable Mother was thrown from the rig,striking upon her extended hands,

d both wrists were dislocated,and never got fully over the accldent.Always
lumps,and weakened Wrists.-This had happened 8t leagt thehlast or 1ﬁ'in the
Doyle Yard.Mother gathered herself up,and as the Séork was impatient and
would not walt,Mother proceeded to care for Maggle and Wellcome the 1ittle
Doyle.-~I have sald Mother never recovered fully from the-accident;

When Father reproved Lukie for bringing the Bays,Doyle sald they had not
shown any viclous inclinations for some time,he thought he had them convertd.’
Father sald"When your next Baby comes,do not bring the Bays after my Wife",

Well,For all this and many Scores more Mother said She never lost a Case
Mother or Baby.And nevermade a charge.Mostly she ggmmer recelved nothing,for ﬁ%&
Which the Dra.charged $35.--as the regular Fee.-The most of these people Pl
pald Mother nothing.Some would whisk her a gift of Callco Cloth enough for
& dreass at Five Cents a Yard,-For qultie an extended period if Mother hagd

charged glo.or even #5.a case it would have supported our Family.May I
repeat she never carged,nor lost a Baby.-

You would need to study the whole condition involved to see what Mother

meant to the Communi ty.-There was born then under Mother's Competent Care
Practically an entire Generation many who now live there.
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Thls will end my true Story of my Competent Parents in that Comnunity,which
they loved most sincerely,and were highly Beloved and respected by the Gom-
munity Paople.-Scarcely & home for Miles about that had not felt the be- .
nign touch and influenca of those Psople.-Their activities 1n that Place _(%
continued for & number of Years_-It has aiways been a quite Isolated Place;
The Dibble Claime wag 1n aline, Tﬁelve Mlles straight Sounn ot Brookings,on

. the RvKW-R.R.--g!gkzg_g;les straight North of GOLEMAH,on the C.M.5tP,~ R;R.

S -iles f _Flandreau, the Moody Gounty Seat on the G.M *St.P.R: R.- .
From the Sténd—?oint of Rail-Roads and Towns are coneerned that Isolated con
dition has never changed The Famlly Glaime ila just as 1solated now as 1t was
in their early experience.- )

Our Family relations to this Community will be snown in a future Chapter.

This bit of Intimate Family History I call one of the PRAIRIE—KUGGE&S—

TS e Yy o — W it v -

WHEN WE MEASURE LIFE BY PASSING TIME,
THE HUMBLEST TASKS BECOME SUBLIME.

. ""E FORWARD-MARCH"

P TOMMARD-MANGR' o C

South Dakota was settled with an Inteligent and Thrifty Class of People. -

It did-not offer the inducements for Idleness,Dissipatlion-and Crime,that
the great Cltles did.-Our People were not all Salnts if measured by the xtxk
atrictestStandards of Theology,but they were decent,and sympathetic,gnd have
always given sympathetic support to the higher things of life.

All over the Territory the First Institutions planted were the School and
the church.My People moved upon their Claime in the Fall of I879,the childrm
missed the First Winter from school,but after the yesar of I88c there was .
ﬁever'a lack of good Schools.-Institutions of Higher Learning,Colleges and
Universtties came almost at once.4;;‘;£e very Flrst day almost ahead of
Settlement came the churches.-Scarcely no Community within -the s&te has
missed a Sabbath because of lack of accessible Meligious Service, ?he 2xxhb-
Catholic'and'LuJ%ranPeople were on the First day providing Religlous Priv.
eleges for thelr People.-All Evangelical churches were hers from the First

- providing for their Followers.-
‘ ji;Fathercame-to Dakota an Ordained Methodist Minister.Within a few Months

flier thelr Settlement Father nad regular Minlsterilal work in the new Co
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During First number of Years on their Claime Pather aia Mihisterial Work

in tne surrounding towns.-The Work on the farm was done by the boys,with '
Oxen,Will now the oldest at home,a steady,earnest Hard—working,XoungMang;;??
"

P
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%
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- Father rode his pony To his Appointment on Saturday.Always had Two or
more Preaching places for Sumday.Earliy in the Week he would return home,
but in hils ﬁime'between tﬁen and réturning,Superintsnding and wofking
upon the Farm.-One Mile from our Claime North came the Winneger School-. -
House .-Fhis fine Country-sdhool Bullding,was so Centrally located,so
Commodious,and in the sry Front Yard of those fine New-England Bred Peo-
ﬁla,and Puplic Spiriteda as well,as to make it from the First,and taro-
out ail the Yéars & Place of Public Resort.-The Winneger School-House was
always Av&ilable’for Peligicus and Réfining Sérvices.
* Tne Firét Summer arter-coﬁing 0 Dakota'arter the above bullding wag
erected and dedlicated td tne’ Punile Upiirt and Good,My Mother with a 2wo
or Ffhree other Women establlshea a Sunaay scunoecl whlch carried on in the 7(
.échocl-!—louse ror Years.For some Years my wmother Superintended it.Everj '
Sunday Aftérnoon,while Father was absent with his work,The Oxen were Yoled
to the Farm wagon,the children all loaded and driven to the Sunday=-3Scheool.
The School was Interdenominational.~My Folks were Methodigts ,the Winne-
gers were Eplscopal,nearly every Denomination was reprisented there,includ-
ing many Lutherans.-That Cosmopolitan Spirit has Characterlzed that fihe
Communil ty for ove Half a Centurgtsxmaxs At least Three qulte Frominent Min-
isters came out of zgitS.Sa-As well as other Christian Workers.-
We shall have something more to say about the Winneger S.H.later,
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BIRNEY and CHARLEY,BLUNDER INTO_A SERIQUS MISTAKE .-
This will be a "Nugget™of little darker Hue.-Charley and I had each reached

the age of Personal responsibility,Were both of age.-Like every Young-Fellow
of our age we were anxlous to get a start in life for ourselves.-But got off
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on the wrong Foot.-Father had a Friend,Charley Mills,aBach,owning Three
Quartgrs?ctions under cultivation,in a Pine farm Mid-way between Our home
%g%hggaﬁagfapgssing back and forih from his home to his Minlsterial work
?%Eﬁ%?%ﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁeften stop with Charley Mills,some time for dinner,some times ~C
for over night.-Mr.Mills was a Native of New-England .-He had some Domestic
plans fo;_himselft-Hq wished to spend a time at his 01d-§§§¥f¥n New.Eng,

And giéhgd to rent his big farm.-He dldnot care to disposevg}_his Parm
eqpipmenps!?aams,Span of_horses and_One Yoke of Oxemn,and his egtire quip—
ment. of machinery and tools.~He would also furnish Seed grain.-

He offered the farm to usg for rent.-We filnally agreed with Mr . Mills thgt L]
we would buy_the oxen and the horses,Mills taking a Mortgagé upon the Qui-
filt,and Our share of the crops.Thers was our seri%% mistake,a Mortgage upon
our crop,which left us nothing.Wlth the crop Mortgaged we could sell nothlng
and could pay nothing.-We found that true later.-We had Morigaged away our
only resources,the crop.-But,We were inexperienced.-

Charley and I worked like D%vers that entire Summer.-Cur Farm work was Zmd
well done in seaaon.-ﬁut,All crops were aghort that year.-Mills permitted us \
to sell grain enough to Pay him One-Half of what we owed him,and the ex-
peanse of.raislpg the crop.We had to hirerg man and team for harvest,the Cxen
would no? draw the Binder.-Mill's old binder bothered us,and we were de-
layed.Our harvest was very expensive,Then threshling and drawing the grain.
Charley was uneasy,did not wish to work jhg.farm another year.We had made
nothing,much,ﬁhat year,=-raid the equivalent $f thg yalue of the Oxen.

Mills ﬁisped us to remain upon the farm another year.-Charley was otrfered
& good chance to drive a Mural Mail Route between Flandreau and Brookings.
He must have a team.-We divided the meager Profits of that year.With his
share Charley was able to buy a span of horses by runﬁing in debt for part.
He fitted himself with the necesary rig,and took the Rural Contract.-

According to.our contract to Mills,we should plow that big farm,worls for
the rest of the season.-Now,What.should I do?-I had our Horse team to use
upon the farm but could not take it away because of M111,s Mortgage.He had

?
been wise enough to look after that.-Well,Finally.declded to try the farm
another Year.Did the plowing during the Fall.Planted the crops next Spring.



and watched them Erowe= _ 37-= T QOnot care to rewrlse what has gone
before.-Suffice to saythis year on thé farm was about a reduplcation of the
Year before.-If any strong Young Man ever put Two Years work in one,I did
that yegr,;nd.tﬁat dear old team.Practically we were in the Field when the
Suncame up each Morning,and there when it went down at night.-Men working |
for otners have regularlours.Well,l had from Daylight to dark.-
For harveat Charley took a vacatlon from his route and worked for me with kt
hia team.-I had bought a new Walter A. Wood Pwine Binder,which did its part '
with delightfull degpactch.-The tﬁeshing and Grain Marketing with haste came
qgiqkly.-I had decided that it was fooligh for me to rent the farm for next
year.~But according to our contr#ct I must‘leave the farm plowed for next
Years crop.~?hat took me a&ll the Fall,with my characteristic 1ong days.

I Bpoke of Mr.Mllls returning tc New Eangland. Theire he induced & f'lne
Yankee Woman‘to cast in her lot with him and cBme back to be hisg Wife and.
Eome-maker.-During the year he had,had a new noué built on the West Quarter

-

for himself and Wife.-Directly when I had the plowing done and was about to
ggit those good horses was taken sick and died. -Mills had a Mortgage upon
them,1lt was my plan to finish the plowinggwhich was all his beneritjand turm
the team over to him.-Now,Iturned the horse over to him and told him I was
through.~He wag not satisfied.-For Two years I had worked hard for Charley
Mills and w1£€»Wages.He got thp whole thing atter I had raised the crop and
pald the cost of 1t.-I learned Two or Three good lessons during those Ewo
profitless years.-No man can make a profit on his share of the crop on & Da-
kota farm.If I could not,with no one depending upcn me a man.with ﬁ family
could not.-Renters 1ilve not alone from a Share of graln,but from Stock,Cows
Butter and Cream-Poultry-Hogs=-&c.And the best of them are always in deb;
and Mortgaged up.-When I think of that type of 1life I shiver.-But Hqureds
of Families live that type of 1ife,moving from Place to Place.

I remember ﬁhe—reeling of relief that came over me the day I climbed into
thher’s Wagon for home.I felt like Out of Prison..
One feattre of 1t has gratified me,l went thromxﬂnni that Ordeal free trom

debt.-I had-ngt made a Dollar,had put a few Dollars in it,but came out clear
1 Sﬁ§§%i§ satifactorilywitn Mr.MiLls.-I was agaln free to do something for
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‘Three Months of every Dakota Wimtax Yéar 1s Winter,-Dakota Winters donot
offer work to the Jobless.-I came from Mill's with a great, desiré'for-Wage
eSrning work.-With nothing to do at home I decided to go to N.E.Iowa at our &
old Howaﬁd County home and visit some of the old Friends..As my good Uncle
Orville,and his kindly Wife,Julia,were living in Albert-Lee -Minnesota,and
I vould pass thro Albert-Lee,I would stop and spend a few days with Uncles'

,Folks.l was. on a still hunt for Work.-As quickly as I reached Uncles good

P

news met me.-Aunt Julia's Brother had the contract for the dismantling of a

largelFloﬁring Mill in isinore,s.E.Minnesota,and the shipping of the Machiﬁy
ery and Equipmen£ to a new ﬁill that had been erected for i1t at Big-Stoné
Lake-Déﬁota Ter.-Uncle knew I would find a Winter's job with his Birother-in=-
law,.-With his kindly introduction in my pocket I went tp Isinore at once,ami
found the situétion ag Uncle héd descrived.-Went to work at once,Recelved

' real pay,end worked until Late Winter.It proved to be a real Providential
opening,-Good inside work.-We dismantled and loaded the Equipment upOn cars
for the Dakota Prairies.-I have wished I might see the mill in operation,but
have never happened to be at Just the point where it was located.But have no
doubt but that PThousands of Bushells of "No I-Hard Wheat“have been trans~
formed into rich Flour,with that machinery I had helped to take down and
Load and ship.-I was invited to go with it and help unload and Place it in
1ts new Quarters,but had made other Plans.-However that had been a delight-

ful Winter.-I am glad to inseribe this bit of history as a "NUGGET"-
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farm,but he had come to the timewhen he was old enough to begin working ror
blmself,and turn the work of the Home Farm over to Zsell,the next in order,

which was done.~Will wag keenly aiive to make something.-North Dakota was in

'.:! b
the Limelight at Just that time and nhad attracted our attention.wgﬁgéing 4o
. . \

and mor Bushells Per Acre.Men on the Wheat Farms recelving rrom #éo.to 540.
a month,with all expenses paid,&c.-Will and I had decided to go up in the

Great Wheat Belt of North Dakota for the next Summer.~I went rrom Isinore
nome to my People-As I remember in the last of March Will and I struch out
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for the XNorth.-Qur selected destinatlon was-ﬁamestown North-Dakota,about ,as
I remember,Thirty Miles North of Ellendale at the extreme Hortne}n boundary
~ of South-Dakota.-We took thé C.NW.R.R.at Brooklngs for Aberdeen,where we
caught & C.-M. SP.Paul train to Ellenaale,Thirty Miles Nortﬁ,from there to
Jamesfown,?hirty Miles,afcot and carri%four Suit-Cases;-By the Way,when we
refurned home in the ¥all,the Gap between Jamestown and Ellendaie R.R.had

been completsd and we rode down upon the FPirst Passenger train over the line.

~

wé went to & Jamestqﬁn Hotel and secured a rqu;;We were told there that ihii
thé Farmers wanting helﬁ would come to tﬁe Hotels looking for Men.-So we
seiiied down and waite&;bqt not ror loné.Jusn a.few days later,One day,s wim
nice lobking)ﬁuite oquGePtléman‘apéeared hunting tor Two Men for the Summe?
Will and I héﬂ hoped we mignt find work at the gsame place,but that was much
to hope ror.~-Phig Man's name was Sanford,He nad been a College Prot.and
School teacher all his mature llirs,until Fwo Years before he and his Wife Wi
resigned from tne School,and had come to Stutsman Co;hty—N.D.-gone up Thirty
.Miles N.E.of Jamestown to Dalsy-¥.D.and bought Tbre'e—Quarter Sectlions of
Wheatlaﬁd;nearly all under cuitivation,and gettled down to farming,-Their
Place was ﬁLain,Shackie;Pioneer.—Of course nhese ola Feople were finely
cultured and educated.-We rbund the characteristic reserve of Peopls of tnat
ﬁy;e.-WiLi and I locked good to tue Prot.-And before long we were botuh hired
by-ihe 014 Gentleman for Twenty-Five Dollars a Month,wlth Board and Waéhlng.
Mr:Sanford's Farm Power consisted of Two Three Mule outiits.Mr.Sanford gave
us each one of those Long-eared Out-tits,and for Elght Months we lived with
Careda for,and worked these teams.-For the Summer Cur work.was all on tue
Feilds,-Seeaing,Harrowing,During the Breaking secason Breaklng new soil,wlﬁ%}
our Mules and Sulky-Breaker.-We had a bed in the old granary,seperated from
the housge.-There ﬁas an Elderly Woman who had lived with them in Annarbor
Mich.and a Pen Year old girl,that had come to them from some rexl%ive.
Mr.and Mrs.Sanford were sincere Christian People,Msmbers of the Congrega-
tional Church.-He Supergtended a Country Sunday-School Sunday Afternoons.

They had a single Pamily horse and buggy,into which Mr.3.and nls Women Folks

crowded on Sunday for the S.5.-Wwill and I were never invited to attend,

-



the Sunday School,of course there--_40-- was no conveyance for us if we had

desired to go.—I thank there was not a Preaching Service availaéie any where
in that community whils we were there,Yet the Pralries were quite wéll cov-

ered with Settlers.-A few Miles to Daisy,which probably had churches.-?he

only use the Sanfords made of Dalsy as a town was a market for his Wheat.

It was about Forty Milas to Jamestown,they d1d thelr Household trading there

e
W

Will and I did-not get to town all Summer until rali when we drew the Wheat

to Daisy.-ﬁo Church services.-Mr Sanford was very gtrict.-They observed Pam-
ily Worship af ter breakfast regularly.-ﬁhey obgerved the Sabbath Rellgliously
de?anding quiet upon the farm.-When Mr.Sanford hired us,he stipulated he'xﬁi
would pérmit no‘Profanity sNOr abuse 6f the teams.-41l that was proper.-

W;ll and I did-not find the Old Gentaemen's "Blue-Laws" Irksome.-

We were told Fowever that he had,had trouble with hired Men who protested
some of his restrictlons.Men insisted that Sunday was their day 1n which to
do or go as they Pleased.-Will and I did not Chafe,our Father at home was
preaching Ewo or fhfee times every Sunday,and conducting funerals and Marry-
ing People nearly every day,-Our Mother Suﬁefintended the Winneger S;S;
every Sunday,and our Younger Bros.-Sisters were in S.S.each Sabbath.Why
should we not observe the day in Religlous reéﬁect.- | .

But it hurt us to f£ind that the Sanfords could not trusf us,we must be XMAM
watched Ye were "Hired—Men and llikely to break-out into aome M1is-de-meanor'-

?hat very thing made the Summer more unpleasant to us than any other thing.
There was not one bit of real Fellowship for us all Summer,we wWwere Just '
hired-mgn,l think the Sanfords would have been surprised to find that we had
Souls.-But that we were from a Strictly Chrigfiap Home,Both of us Religlousy
ineclined,EBach of us at that very time resisting the call to pféach,to which

we each yielded not much later,and spent many yeafs each in.
The Sanfords did not help us Spiritually that entire Summer.-When we were a

at work‘some distance from the house the Prof.would stand upon an old shed
and wateh us thro his Spy-Glass.-We were watched constantly all Summer.-
Wlll‘said 11 made him feel 1ike doing some mean thing.-When we meet in Heavm
I hope Prof.Sanford and I will be located in different sections of the Glory

Land.and as I was just a "Hired-Man" we probably shall be.-

——
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thernoute Just when I_caﬁe*home.-lt was all”arranged he should.And I take

the Route for Mr. Taylor.-Taylor made $E¥A me this Proposition, théE:gzcouple
span of horses,Two or Three Cows and some minor chores to do,For driving the
Route I would receiva Twenty Doliars a Month.-That the Gov.pald. Then,Ir I (j
would live: wlth the Taylors and do the chores Morning and Eve,They would gil
give me my Board and washing durlng the Winter. Going to the Taylors to

1ive was about 1ike going hiome,I knew them 80 well,and they were such fine

\d_'

old People.-‘The.Mail must be driven Six trips a Weelk ,MONDAY to rlan&reau,

TUESDAY to BROOKINGS,-the other trips alternating in that way.-The MIDWAY

P.O.was sonamed-MIDWAY between those Two towns,to be—exact aach trip I3

Miles each way Six days each Week.-Quite a steady Job and qults Routine.

I left Midway about 8 a. M for Flandreau and One 1ntervening Office Returne&

by this Office during: the P.M. reaching home 5 O'Clock. .

Next day leave Midway at 8 A.M. Stop at Intervening P.0.GALA,1ln the home

of Mr.Francis,Brookings Hoon,Homersame vay P.M.

Mucﬁ mell passed thro the—Mid—wayiPoat-Office It was at the Center of =a quita
thicklyisettled communidg,and handled all the mail,in and out,Letters,Papers
Magazines,?arcel—Posts,and whatever passed thro the Mails.-

They received One Mall each day.One day from Flandreau,the next from Brook-
ings.-We aimed to have the mall ready for Delivery at Five P.M.-The crowd N
sure to be there at that time.Afoot,Wagon but mostly Horse-Back.-I had
nothlng to dq with the Delivery.I placed tha Sacks inside,and Mr.and Mrs,
Taylor,witg sometimes Annle’s help,attended to the distribution.~While they
were at that task I hurried thro my chores.-We were always ready for our dim
ner at S8ix or Six Thirty P.M.-As I remember tne Evenings of that Winter were
delightfullat the Taylor house.-Warm,Cozy,Lots to read,people stepping in £a
tor -thelir mall.-Always much- 1life there.-Then the mail was put up to be ready
for me to throw into ny rig in the Morning and start upon my trip.-

I have always looked back upon that Winter at Taylors as one of the most (
plesant of all my Young-Man-hood.-The chores were Just a few Minutes exercig
The Driving was steady and confining,but not much real labor.I greaivly en-
1oyed the Family relations.The quite Malden Daughter of the Family,Annie,was

. h°m3'5he was JoLly,and stre and_;_pad a Sood time Chafing each otner.

M e we SOt
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I was home nearly every day,just One Mlle away,directly acroas the Omadt

1

Cialme.In a few Minutes after dinner I ecould run home 10T the lONg Evenings..
Oon Sundays I waé free between A.M. and Eve Chores.-After Breakfast,Home,1f 5;
.courcen in the Winneger S.H.attena with tne Folks. .-
Proper to say that before this Father nad exchanged Oxen for horses for ther -
Farm work.-Father still p:eached.—Zell was manager of the Farm Activitles.-

‘The Younger chiidren in School.~

Charley,will and I,nad rormed & compination that ﬁrougﬁt ﬁ§ deep interest s 3
all that Winter.-We Three older Brothers nad decided to god West,only 1t
proved to our disappointment to be North,in toe Spring and take Clalmes, .
Will is old enough now.-Charley would buy a new Lumber Wagon,Wilil anﬁ‘l sach
furnisn a@l Yoke of Oxen.We decided to buy steers and preak thnem.-Charley

and Will were gpending. the Winter at home.-We had picked up tue Steers Ior
our team,and the poOys spent tne Winter preaking them to drive,and getting

our Cut-Iidv together;-But,I will leave tngﬁ for the nexu'ﬂugget-

that fine Winter paased %oQ quickliy.l might navVe continued with the Taylors

but My plans with my Brothers prevented,-
Paus ended one of my most shinie NUGGEIS.

LITTLT NUGGET NUMBER 4-

-—--———-n——-n—-—--———-.-—.--.....---.-—--—

"Whoa ,Haw,Gee BUCK,
HERE WE TRY OUR LUCK" .

—— S A W e S A A8 —— -

About April Ist.I886,%We boys with our fine selected and well broken Oxen,

and Charle}s fine,bran new,shinie Studebaker Wagon,-Break Plow,a complete
Camp equlpmeﬁt,all of which stirred our Youthfull Pride,started for LOGAN=
N.D.-where we had decided to locate.-All went fine on the trip,The Oxen w
travélled fine.-Shep snatched up the Gophers along the way.-we all képt
well and enjoyed the trip.It was areal Lark.-Upon reaching our chosen des-
tination we found no Government Land open for Homesteading 1t nad all been
taken.-And we were forced into a declsion.What shall we do?-Upon enqury we
found that just over this 1ittle intervening rénge of Coteaus ,in Stutsman
County Lots of Goverrmment land,so we electad to gO thro.the hills to Stuts-

-

man County whlch we did.There was no road thro the Cotsaus,but that had all
baen Surveyed,and for some days we picked our way along with the Survey

it e PR
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Mounds.-It was a rough drive tnro the Hills but we enjoyed the Novelty and

Romance.-When we finally emerged much like coming tfrom a dark room.-
However we found what we sought,Gov.Land.~Jfust across the Corner N.E.was
Jamestown H.D.-We were about -8 Miles South of the Main line of the GREAT
§ORTHERH-R.R,East and West thro the State and on East to the Twin-cities.
To the Ca#sual Observer that was a beautiful ountry.~Seemed to hold out
great promise to the Home seeker,but the more carefull observer found 'some
very serlous faults.-IT WAS TOO HIGH AND DRY.-Not far enough away from the
Coteaus.-Too many rock,-But we wanted land, this looked good,to our untrained
eyes.And,think Just a few Miles from the growing,Hustling County-Seat, |
Jameatown.—Anyway,We enthusiasticly accepted it.There was no Residents very
close,but we didnot care for that.To get Zovernment Land One must Isolate
himself.-We selected each a Claime,and went to the Land-Office and Filed up=- =
on thew.-At Jamestown we bought lumber with which to roof our CLaim-Shacks,
whlch we must build ,on sach Clalme.-We must start a few dlmprovements,but we
had until next Year to begin operations upon the Claimes.-We did not plan to (
remaln there permanently.-We dg?‘a fgw stone,-Tried to break a little,which‘A.
proved almost impoasible the ground was so Dry and hard.-But we decided to
build a Centrall Shack at that time and have it ready to come to the next
Summer.Which we did from sod.-To make a show of effort we plled up a Sod
shack on each of the other Claimes.We worked hard on the Threg Claimes for
some Weeks,until timé to return home for harvest.~-=The final day came at
last.We had done all we comdd at that time to secure our Clalmes.

I shall not ever forget the Morning we started for home.There came to me a
very definite and positive faéling that I should never reiurn po or see this
Claime again.-Some-new feellings were beginning to agise in my thought.Some=-
thing was definiteiy saying "“Donot Come-Back,There is a finer 1life for you".

I had made gome very defnite deeclsions during the past few days.I woulg
not waste my life on that North-Dakota Stone Plle,.-I saw that we Boys should
not have been up there.-If we really wanted farms,the best place to secure
them was right about our home in good Moody Gounty.-Tﬁat Country was in 1its

. tirsg
infancy.-Many People who had come from the East and taken Clalmes werse
S N« ¥ < o% them%and they_could be bourht cheaply,ﬁhgt_our,best opportugity;
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It was a Depressed trip home-Very fine in its actual movements,but sari@g.in

thought.I had not said a Word to the boys concerning umy decisions,but I musi

One Afternoon as we ambled dreamlly along,Charley sittingin front driving -

the teams,W1ll and I were walking silently behind the wagon, something was
sald about 5oing back iIn the Spring,and 1mpulsivly I said "I am not going

back“ "Not 5oing back““Ho,you Boys may have my Stone pile if you want it".
Will asgked what I intended to do,I answered "I'm going to school and fit
myself to be somebody"He gaid that is just as I have been thinking.l m not
going back".n?hat Afternoon strudging along in the dust behlnd the oXxen, Will
and I talked the matter thro.We did not know how Charley would feel about it

That was in some-ways the aupreme declsion of our lives.It was not the final

declzgion but this cpened the wa} later for the Supreme declsion.

Gharlej,at Filrst was Greived.He gald We hed hetrayed him,let hime down,
that we had agreed together upon the plan and we were obligated to go Thro.
with it.I insisted kinﬁl§ that I had my Individual 1ife to make,and could
not permit myself to be forced back on that Claime which had become repul-'
.sive o me.Wlill felt the same way.3ome way a new'life had sprung up 111'me
and was asserting 1tself.-We talked 1t thro with Charley.le insisted our
quiting destrdyed the Projeet and ruined him.-What would he do?-We told him
we would give him the Oxen and the—equiéﬁent to makefit possible for him to
complete his Clalme.-Charley still owned his Horse team.As I have sald the
new Wagon was bhis.-And later 1t all came right.-He became reeisned o our
quiting,but would not surrender his Claime.He would drive hie horses back
in the Spring,and open his Claime.with them.He would accept all dhe loose
equlpment of the trip‘and camp.-1t happened that the Centrall Shack had been

‘bullt on Charley s Clalme. .
I will now finish Gharley 8 story.-In the Spring he drove out to the Claime
He tried hard to make something of it but could not.-He became acquainted
and fascinated with & w1dow,whosé First name was TOLLIE,Married her.They
became diﬂcoﬂuraged trying to make something out of his Claime.
Right acroass the corner N.W.of ¥ather's Place was the"Leonard Quarter“,junt

now for sale cheapFather pought 1t tor Cnariey,who came home as quickly as
he could.He and Tollle worked hard and .were getting a good Start when Charly

-



