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hwal work upon Aprl first, 1934, 1*
have been most urgently pressed
by my relatves and some others

try. At first I thought that
would be a waste of time and
wood paper, but the urgency ¥
continued, until finally I con-
sulted the editor, he knows what
~ some of the people read. He fa-
. vored the project, was willing to
~publish it in his esteemed paper.
So here T am!

In the beginning permit me to
£dy two or three things concern-
ing the enterprise. If you do
not like the story, “Turn it off,”
that ig, do not read it. Of course..
I cannot write every detail of a-
forty-six year ministry, tha t‘
would keep the editor busy
long time.
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Forty-six Happy Years in \Mlmstena! Wor

........‘.......;.._.-..- e et i T o

=7+ Since retiring from mmlsteu-.

to write the story of my minis- j

.through and the historical rela-
tions.

IR

IONEER PREAGHER :

2

REV. B, DIBBLE
'-—-.,-. O S .-....:.....{ ¢

If T seem to use the personal
noun, first persca singular i
ber, :mmoderate!y, please pard,
,m2, this is a personal story
The preatest value of this’
2‘atwe will not lie in the record
;0f my personal activites ang
SfPes, Bt T tHepetiliar:
experiences which 1 have passed

This ministry began in October
'of 1888, one year after the organ—
ization of our state. Prior
1889, the vast domain now com—
prising the two great states ofi
North and South Dakota ap<]
npearedupon the maps as Dakots:
Tenutmy. The very first of our*
pioneers did not come to South’
Dakota, but to Dakota Ter rltory

During the year, 1889 this vast

|
g

domam was  split through its
umddlc, east and west, being or-

,gfmucd into two great states.
f-~the time required for the publi- iNorth and South Dakota. But;

catu_m of the story. T wish it to my ministry was a year old wheni

derstood this is not a ser- this took place, Those were busy|
:shall mot preach to you. days in_the new. . state. The or-,

- ..s

. Then I wish to thank Mt
Hutchmson for the space.'an
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ganization' and establishment of
the new state with its kindred
institutions. .

" Railroads must be built; new |
towns Sprang up on every hand.
‘Schools, churches, better roads,’
homes, barns ete. In fact a new
%stia.te must be builded, Welis:
wust be dipged, fences built,;
the building and equipment of a“
vast empire was on.

There was hope, 'expectation,i '
and joy in those days. “There!
were CGiants in the Barth in those
Days,” Giants in the Earth of
Qtatesmanship. We who had part
in those days recall from mem-,
ory the names of scores of great!
‘Statesmen of that period.
“-There were giants on every
gside. Far-seeing, energetic men
of industry. Many of these Ti-
tanic_ people were from the
‘sturdy, industrious sections of
‘northern Burope, Thousands of
“these hardy Norsemen helped to
transform these treeless praries
|'i‘nt6"' home and a eivilization.
They were fitted by courage and
training for the life of the pio-
neer. They could live in sod
houses, burn hay, ride in the ox-
drawn wagon, eat food antl wear
clothes corresponding  to those
conditions.

. There were "Giants ‘in  the |
Church” in those days. It would |

be interesting to mention some
o6f the-e but space forbids. But
1the young people of this day.
must not hold the character, e-
quipment of those pioneer men;
in contempt. The majority of
those were college men. Remem-
ber, younger people, the church-!

your pastor-lives in, were largely
built: by those pioneers. Your
Sunday School was organized by
them. _

1 grew up in the expectation
that some time I would become

t|a preacher, There seemed to be

a program Or a destiny which
persiztently shaped itself to that
end for me. My folks shared in
the convietion. The next Sunday
afternoon following my conver-
sion.I attended the College C..E-
meeting. This service included
all the Christian young people
of the college who wished to at-
tand. At the close of that meet-
ing the leader, a young woman,
said “Rev. J. B. Dibble will dis-
miss us with the benediction,”
while we were rising 1 impro-
vised a form of benediction 1

1have uded throughout my entire

ministry. I am sure that was the
first time I had been called
“Rev. J. B. Dibble.” That girl
knew I was not yet a minister
hy the authority of the church,
Her calling upon me after that
fashion was wholly prophetic.
Other things happened which
led me to feel that it was ex-
pected by friends that I was des-
tined to this high office,
Grandpa’s Prediction
Many, many years ago, while I
was yet a small boy, one hot
summer Sunday morning, in

company with my uncle Fred,!

but six months my senior, went
into grandfather’s pasture and
chased his sheep until some fell
exhausted and lay panting. We
were caught red-handed in our
¢rime by our fathers, who came

[es you worship in, and the house): armed with paddles, and g.__l_oo!c

PR A ¥ SO AN

"of justice on theit faces. Grand-
father;was’a "stern old man.
‘Soon‘those fathers had each his
own son across his knee, apply-
ing vigorously the weapon of
;§hgi: parental warfare. I think
grandpa must have pushed his

father did his, for father's pad-

toperation was over grandfather

‘paddle.a little harder than my|

‘dle didn’t hurt much, while Freq 'in the Methodist ,
bellowed like a ealf. When theql}n.ookings ,which that raigh’c‘was1

ied you to come.” No one séemed;
surprised. The machinery for’
my ministry was set in motion”
at once. :
I always enjoyed the work of.
the ministry, considering it a di~
‘vine calling. ' v
On a near Sunday evening af~
‘ter my conversion, Dr. Traveller;
church in

ipacked with my friends, gave me

seemed to think I had not re- 2 local preacher’s license. I be: -
ceived all that was due me, and' gan plans at once for entering
lookel as though he wished he'the conference at its next ses~

eould get hold of me and try his
}péddle. Then he said to my fath-
ier, “That. young outlaw of yours
‘witl be a preacher some day.” I
have never quite understood the
Old Man’s reaction in that state-
trent. What correspondence is
‘there between a boy smarting as
‘if he sat on a bumble-bee and
‘the ministry? I think my old
‘grandfather, who was a wise old
‘man, thought I would get what
{was coming to me in the minis-
rtry. Anyway, the old man guess-
‘ed correctly that morning.
"I grew up with the thought
you will preach some day. In
fact my eall to the Christian
life caried with it my call to the
‘ministry.

tence and conseeration about the!
Altar
church in Brookings, I went to,
the parsonage, and told Dr. Hall
the pastor, that I felt ealled to.
the ministry and wished to ded-
cate ‘myself to that sacred of-
tfice. He said,&“T am not a bit-
.surprised, Bro;Dibble, I expect-

- The next day after, two other: €
students, and I knelt in peni-Fivere to make the trip together.

of the old Methodist’

sion to be held in October in:
Yankton. To do so I must pass a
rigid examination in all of the
“Common Branches” as well as
Steven’s History of Methodism
and the Diseipline of the church.
I wished to review it all and con-
ceived that my best way was to
teach, so I secured our home
school for the summer, running
from early spring until harvest.
During those few weeks T went
cavefully over the work I must
be examined in.

After my school closed 1
helped my father with hig har-
vest, after which T threshed un-
til one day my college friend J.
D. Allison came to our place on
his way to conference, it having
been arranged earlier that we

It was 13 miles from our place
to Colman, where we had decid-
ed to take the train, and my sis-
ter Mrs. Whealy lived six miles
on the way. We left our rig at
their place and walked the seven
miles, carrying our suit cases.
We arrived in Yankton during
‘the night and went to the Port-
land hotel for lodging.
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as greatly.disappointed in:%ere in favor of discontinuing
that conference session, I had'the sehool permanently. All
thought of a Methodist confer- night long the contest continued
enece as a very devotional gather- until with the dawn of a new
ing, with much pr ayer and re- day the giants ‘wearied with the
ligious exercise, where the god- struggle surrendered. Mitchell
Iy, pious bishop would" lead in was left in practically undis.
the devotional spiritand help to turbed possession of the institu-

groups; ‘of mea;chers and laymen,

respective community. Some

dreate that kind- ‘of -an: atmos-
phere. I think I may™ “Kave at-
tended conferences' where that
was true, but it was not true of

my first conferencé: The bishop wWalden

was old and in his: dotage,
and gnarled. Théa'fsessmns of

that particulard nferen“é’é’zwele land. We have

§crappy-and red,,—hot with de-
bate. Men talked | ('m the eonfer-
enee - Tloor with. their flsts
elenched A struggle was on be-
tween the giants of the confer-
ence, and there were some, Oh,
how. throdghout the entire clos-
ing right they.debated and con-
tested until the sun of the new
day shone. There was a great is.
sue-on, challenging 6’ contes
evéry member of that; h;si;orlcaL
session. The cause of’ it. a.l ff*.".r'aé
the fact that a terrvifie ti:agedy
had befatlen the confmence The
winter before the sole bulidmg

burned to the ground; practicai-
ly the only assets left the instu-
tion being a hole in the ground
filled with ashes. L[

'In that fire several students
were severely’ injured. The dias-
tef had awakened a spirit of
grasping on the part of eertain

who' saw a p0351b111ty ‘of having
‘the institution removed to their

tion where it has reposed in com-

parative peace since. ,

My First Appointment
That morning when Blshop

3t session.”
# No minister ever went forth

jwhere
of the Dakota Wesleyan had;

read the appomtments

Cross f£or the year he said: “Mzdland’

J. B. Dibble.” Where was Mid-

a Midland now,
but not then. Finally I went to
Dr. Travéller and said; - “Dr..
where is Mldland"” “Why Mid-
land,” he said, “is between the
C. N. w. Ry-a.ndtheC M. & St.

Paul, that region between Brook

mgs and Flandreau. Great op-,

portunity there Dibble. Go_ and;
,make good of your head  will
‘come off at the next conference

more disappointed and crest-
fallen than I did at that time. I
thought I had been sent to no-

[ went home cumplete]y dls-
couraged ready to give up wlnch
F would probably have done had
it not been for my old pioneer-
ing father, He really seemed’
vieased over my appointment.
He was wise enough to see that!
that:it would make me a good!
starting place, and it did. ¥
would not eradicate the exper-i
1ences 0i that first year for any!
ten years of my subsequent min-

e

g was thrown largely upon us71 never scolded or - chastised:
mv ywn resources and tt  devel-|him, if I had tried to; I would;
-:m ed me.” I could not sit upom have spoiled him,
my throne and whistle and com-{| 1 (aq intimately’ acquamted
mand, T must do things myself. | yith Mr. Lockwood, a Hardwara
I soon’ became resigned, and-fell |anq Implement dealer of. Brook—
in love with my work, A “vaist ings. Monday morning I rode my,

1 think they were the most hun
‘gry for the go;spel of any peopleq
I have seen. S &y~
Three Prob’ ems Coruf.;-ontod Me Il
“First, Thaf. °0f e cenveyance i
That pr oblem*was(’ 6‘rf‘ settled.
A group of pony ‘fi_ealers :had, ts
passed thro'tha}éﬁmmﬁmt}' %nel
nony had gotte;rg\ga Vand Moy
one could get near\!_- enough ito
capture him and( he Was aguch,,a
mean outlaw of ar ap inal' ”tlie'
seemed glad to ba 'y L Eof bt
and told some youngw merr An
tbe community if rth couid
ecateh him' they mxgh h vgr}}lmg
They offered him to m” Yok P
T bought him. I cannoyxdescnbé
the absolute lewlmgpt,,%gnean
‘ness, and murdenous‘@,,mst;ncts
of that degraded’; Bronk- But he
was the finest: saddle Korse [ ev-
er sat upon. Hé ;\estalted every
Arip with a fine i;éxhibition of
i kmg.s 1 learned to make a
é
£, leap, Ha sure of the
sad e, after his few contortions

with scarcelyiany Christians, buti

wereu«over h&psettied down to
busmess' 3 nd qll‘day he loped on,
skxmmmg*th earth like a bird)
}ns back for hours
stuched as I might
“ind amﬁmg chau at home. He
sneve?Eygd me: a mean triek.

gt

Lup  between

section quite thickly populated .jjytle Bronk to Brookings, = and

{¥ou out there”

called upon Mr. Lockwood.. He
said “Let’s go out to the vehicle
rooms, 1 have something to show:
I followed Inm.
After we had looked things over
he said, “Some of the. Hughso

men were in yesterday and mj

structed me to have any buggy
you should seleet, and charpe i
to them., Now, take your choice.”] ”‘
1 prxced his ngs. There were
some costly ones. ;I idecided 1;

lsmust not be “Plggash*' and takea

advantage ‘of their gererosity, soﬁ
41 selected.a fine, red wheeled_ng‘
the brice. of ‘which . was about!
$100 But: how" was -I to ‘get

home? My bronk co‘uid not draw,

the ‘outfit, and would not con-!

sent to do so if he could. I lr:new
everylivery man in Brookmgs,.
and 1 at once began; a tour of]
 the barns, until:I found a man;
who had a fine little 'mare he
would sell me and take my pony;
| for part pay. 1 bought the mare‘
2 which proved to be one: of the!
finest drivers I ever had, . ;

1 went at once to the harness
l‘op and selected a new. ‘hainess
whieh I had placed upon my new,
horse which was soon hitched
t5 the new rig. It was indeed 2
swall turnout.

1 drove at once to the college,
cecured the finest girlie in the

institution_and wegpent the af-




|Ternoon breaking in- OUR new.
Jrig.. That morning 1 had gone to’
{Brookings with my $25 bronk,
and I came home with the finest:
turn-out in the community.
- 3olving the Tecond Problem
Where should we worship and
hotd our servieces? There was no
place where I could appoint a
service without securing the con-
sent’ of those in authority. The
first thing I did was to sit down
and figure ont a practieal eir-
cuit with my parents. Doing that
was highly interesting. {,
- We knew: the surounding coun-
iry quite well, I'.wanted three|
cengral places. First, we selected
the Hughson ‘school louse, seven
miles northeast of my father's,
‘and about ten miles southeast of
‘Brookings, and about the same
distance southwest of Aurora.
We then selected our home
place, the central appointment,

-and decided .upon the Winnegar

from which some . time later e-|
merged Rev. W. P. Slocum. In
this neighborhood were a few]
professed ;Christians, represent-|
it would make me a very good |
summer Sunday School, in which
| my pedplevhad been active, had
been cairied on from the earl-
iget date of settlement.

Tor the third appointment we:
chose the, Wellman community
and school house, seven miles
southwest. Now, with our cir-

school thouse, one mile north of?,
our home, and by the way, 80 ;[ _
rods north of the Slocum home,  evening at Weliman’s, next Sun-.

boards.This was quite a job, 1

decided to, tackle Hughson’s

first.“May I say’ here, practical-
ly-every body within the bounds
of thé cirenit we had mapped
out knew me personally. My peo-
ple were pioneers in that region.
I had ‘threshed well over the en-
tire-section. The old neighbors
and friends were very kind to
me during the entire year.

So T'set forth in my quest., 1.
think'ip' one day I had consulted.
the Hughson board and obtained’
their unanimous cdnsent to use
the school house, - L

1 next tackled .the  board of
the Winnegar school, and met
with the same gracious recep-
tion, “Sure you may use the
school house”

So now I had a real circuit.
All that year we maintainedthe
cirenlt as we had arranged it. 1
pieached at each place every
sunday, alternating the hour be-
tween Hughson’s and Wellman’s,
one Sunday morning at Hugh-
son’s, afternoon éfm'Wi11hége1'§;:

day reverse Wellman's in the:
morning, Winnegar's afterncon
Hughson’s evenings. That sched-
ule continued throughout the
conference year, and worked:
without a hitch..

Now with my schedule arrang-'
ed, we approached prayerfully’
our third problem. What type of
worl shall we pursue? What
shall be our goal? I had sense e~
nough to know that simply:
preaching in those places once ai

cuit outlined I must get the con- kwesk would not do_the work. [
sent- of - the different school® The spirit of evangelism was]

-abroad in all Methodist church-|
2z, Then I was possessed with!

}

the evangelistic tendency, for 1}t strong men hasten to the,
Tat_i been reared in an evangel-laltar walking over the top of
t1stic atmosphere. My people were [Lenches,
jevafm:ehstlc, so after prayer, 1| The soul hunger, the religious
1decided to .f(,’]_l‘_o,“_',f_]_’f'ft_"_“?o_‘lr_s.e‘,,_Eeagemcss of those fine, intelli
My conclusion now, after, gent people, who had not had &
'these' many years in the minjs- ‘chance since coming to Dakota,]
try, is that what the poor con-lwas really pathetic. Oh, how I
fused world” needs teday, moreiloved them! and they reciprocat-
t%’““ an mera faduca.tlon, or a 20-1ed with their love. When you de
Cl_ﬂ-l program is a real Bible.re- something real for a man's soul
(vival., Anyway, the real rngal‘his spiritual self, you gain his
)has always done the business. confidence. and affection. That
We Methodists have the age longlirevival transformed the atmos-!
traditions of our church to sus- phere of the entire community.
tain this position. = = One'source of blessing in that
Vote [or Revival ¢ inéeting was the pospel singing:

I found a very acute hunger EQh, how that people sang the
among the several hundreds of Fold songs! Qur music was sim-|
people involved for the gospel.yple but heart deep. It was led
I decided they should have it. 1 _l'hy a neighorhood girl, Miss Car-
had no experience of my own to “rie Rosco. During the entire
guide me, but had been reared "year we had great crowds at all’
in a revival, Revivals were econ-dlour services. The school house!
constant in and about our old I- y would not begin to hold the peo-!
owa home. We spent our winters ple who flocked to it. When
attending special meetings. My _the weather permitted we open-
father was considered to be es- led the windows along which the
pecially successful in the work>people drove their rigs and list-
of the revival. ened that way. T usually preach-.
T ehose that as my line of pro- _ed to more people through the:
cedure. “windows than over the pews. i
Revival at Hughsons A Revival at Winnegers , |

Tn November, one month af- ¢ Divectly upon the close of the!
ter confcrence, we began our Hughson meeting we appointed
special meetings in the Hugh-;at Winegers. Miss Roscoe alse;
son school house. We ran ten 1had charge of the singing fonf
nights, and 52 persons, nearly. this meeting. These DeODle,had_j
all adults, flecked to our im-not been deprived of religious)
provised altar, a plank in frontiprivileges quite as much as they.
and wept their way through to had at Hughsons. Oeccosionally,
pardon and assurance. I am sure some of the Brookings and Flan-
there was not a night that peo-'dreau pastors had held services
ﬁl.k_a__di_c} not come seeking. We there, but nothing regularly or:




¢ould do, take the swear all out.
T havn’t sworn teday and have
not desired to.” I said, *Well,
Praise God, I knew he could do
'it, and now he can keep it out.”
{That Leeame the dear old man’s
'ringing testimony. Some years
afterward, Mrs. Dibble and I be-
ing in Brookings in the-evening, !

qat > f L nen he and
yermanent. Théy were happy to |tHat sort of life, w

akota and-
have regular services. The tel_n- Mary h'iid) c?:li]; txghe?‘e o were
perment here was a little dlf-.*taken the ¢ :
ferent than at Hughsons. The; now lLiving. il the captain
people were somewhat more re-| ‘When 1 g.;1.e’e ed e
J gerved, but just as fine. Qurten |after his ‘w1f.es coif el h,emt
nights at Winnegars yielded a-'|was Weep:.ngI as Ly pratse
hoat the same number of con-gwould break. I saic 1,

! Pbulult " replied;
versions at the Hughson meet-|ghe Lord, captain.” He replied;

the Wellman school house, seven;
miles southwest of our home. In;
i these services we had no outside
help. 1 did the preaching, led;
the singing, I could do that in
i those days, conducted the sers
vices, and seoured the communs
ity during the day time. We had
the same crowds here as in thé

e T e o T et

i . . “you have ruined our ~home. , -went into a drug store for some jother places. The bulding was!
A ' me 1 f the=e meeting%JThis is the first time one of us, article, when we saw s.tanf]mg' packed at every service. Two ot
. In eas‘ ;0 inc-idents toolk]has ever gone where the other; at the counter captain and{three old vicious sinners attend-

some Sstrange 1 ha

Mary McKee. When they saw us
the old man hurried to me and | ty was a deadly feud that seem-
grasped my hand while tears ran

3 ed likely to end some day in a;
down his cheeks and he actually Y tyagedy. The two leaders of this
shouted, “Praise God, he can do jdreadful fight were to neigh-

it." "Do what?” I asked. “Why, 11 bors, Alle n and Smith, They de-
take the swear all out of a

) stroyed each others property.
man.” That was the last time I §

: One man was impressed that
ever saw Captain Me Kee, butifone of his horses was standing
follks when we go sweeping,.

with his head down for a long.
throngh the pates of pearl I ex-

place. There were saveral in theleould u?t go. Now Ma;gneha?
Hughson meetings, which would!gone off and 1ef1_: me‘% N (;ap-
|probably interest some hal I the |answered 1}y sa?rmjg, ,011 ar
time and space for them. Butlgain that 1s not,.tn;\cé, } o
there was an experience which |go right along with Mary ;nsyhip
took p'ace in the Winegar meet- jwill and your .cc'n}'lpam
ing, which has such a.gospei will be the swee‘Lel. 4 capmin'
lesson that I will relate 1t. g By the way, the 0 captein
Sea Captain Loses Swear” "had formed the habit of n in
About two miles northwest of I profanity, z}nd \.avould a_:,wemrsa~
the Winegar school house wasdyour home in friendly conve

ed each night. In that communi-

RN
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the claim of Capt. McKee and
his good wife Mary, 2 fine gen-

tion, He said, “No, I cannot be a
Christian. I said, “Why?” and he]i

jal- olderly couple whom every-jreplied; “Do you think, Birney,!

| Body respected and loved.

The old saptain basked ,
stantly in the sunshine of Mary’s
love and confidence. They were
good people but not Christians.

One night Mary-becapu? con-
cerned for herseif religiously,
and came to the altar wi'th oth-
er seekers and was happily con-
verted, At the close of the ser-
vice 1 greeted the old .captian.
Right here permit me to 54y
that the captain had spent his
mature manhood as a seaman on
the Great Liakes, for many years

. . " He
hought to be too old fm‘ What has the Lord donel.
he WaS“t Olig___ z . - 1‘9])]__iEC1,‘.Wth What y“ou sa;(l_ hEJ

the Captain of a lake ship, until

They.1a: man could be a Christian and |

B se all the time?”|
rv devoted to cach other-:gwear and curse all -
were very con-“Np, 1 don't,” 1 replied, “but if

1

l

you will take Christ as your,
Yaviour he will take all the
swear out of you” “Do you be-.
leve he can do that” he agsked.”:
T know he can” was my answer.|

We parted, each going his way
home. It went on_ for sever,.al
nights when the old captan
came in, his face lighted up and
beaming. As soon as he 'could
get to me he said, “Oh, Birney,
Praise the Lord I believe he has
done it, and Mary thinks so t'o."
I answered “Done what captain?

old seafarer, hard by the gate
shouting, “Praise God he can
take all the swear out of a fel-
low.”

" Dear readers, that'is what we
nmean by salvation. IT God does
not take our sinful habits out

salvation.

ance, lieing, deception,

kind must come
kept out.

And praise his dear
contracts to do that with

ionr.
. The meetings at Winegars was

followed at once by meetings in

pect to find this wrinkled, grdy -

of us we may well question our {act.

Profanity, intemper-4 Both of these men attended
20ssip |
hatred, and enmity, sin of every’
out and be’
YOne night old Mr, Allen arose
name, |
‘dear friend, our heavenly father:
alt
who accept Christ as their Sav-'

time. He went to the animal in:
the pasture to find that the
horse’s tongue had been eut from
his mouth. Of course he knew
who was responsible for the
Jdastardly deed, but could not-
prove it, so there was nothing ;

| left for him to do but pay his|

adversary back in some devilish

the meetings every night. The
people were afraid some trage-
1dy might oceur in the services.
and said in confession that he
had been a miserable, muderous
'old sinner. And strange, no one
‘contradicted him, That inecited
iSmith to make a confession and
‘express a desire for the Chris-
tian life, He rather outdid Allen |
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in the’ '_conféssiorf business. I |#Which was under the supervision.
ifelt that those wicked old cod- |of Dr." Traveller, great crowds
gers were playing €0 ilie gailer-|attended this meeting They

iis.ﬂl)’ﬁerf;hfzr of _them confessed!came from Brookings, Aurora,’

o ¢ efc:e;tructml? of the prop-|Volga and from more remote’

2ty of the other. To my wayiplaces, while the immediate

of thinking those old reprobates|eountryside was there to a man
must get down on their faces in| The meetings ran a week, which

"
was one of the preatest weels

penitence. Their religious lves
in my ministry. Sunday after-

did not endure long. A little

wheat trying to secure roots a- - cavellpr

mid briers and thorns of their noon.lD:. _Tla}'{}“e} stood fort.
wicked hearts. Folks with hat-» n??“y three hours and baptized;
red in their hearts do not get;oﬁl ;:lonverts, over 150.. Nearly)
far in the Christian life. !a these people we € gatherel
~After the Wellman meetings-mto the three organizations al-

iready formed -
closed we found there were a- ST
w a4 Phese organiZations eontinued .

bout as many genuaine conver- ¢ : ;

A or a while, until the Hughson
¥ Ve, ;

sions as at each of the othet and Wineger people became ab-’

] i f rists .

g)sgces V]Ve 'F}ad. WO'n t(-)l Chtl.w't; sorkbed in the town churches, but'

and l?gol)oi;e!_ :ilee ;f;&?rmoz I.I;i‘;the organization at Welman's
0¥ X e YEEION a5 continued thro-out the long ;

where the services had reached. f

1

&

We organized three churchest Y7415 It is to day undoubtedly,
 from these converts, who were{(me of the very strot}g;est of all
'of course in the church as pro- our rural (.:lnu'ches. They have a”
bationers. ylinely equipped church plant,
The next summer when ap-.Whele all .t.he departn:xents of 3
proaching the close of the Sixichurch activity are carried on.
months probationary period of: At the last quarterly confer-}

our people, we wished to make ‘ence gruff old Dr. Traveller,
ithawed out and was very pro-’

some sort of effort that would tf et ol v
warm the converts up and {it fuse I his enthusiasm over our |

them for their reception in the 'vear'’s work. He pronounced it}‘
ehurch. Finally we agreed that the most outstanding work on’§
a summer get-to-gether meeting:Dis District for that year. |
might be the best way, there-. At that visit he asked me a- ;
fore, we planned 2 campmeeting bout the next year. I told him 1}
in the beautiful grove on the was in his hands and would do*
banks of the Sioux river at theiwhat he thought best. He said b
site of O1d Medary, six miles You must not stay here another

south of Brookings. within a year, Bro. Dibble. There would:
few yards of where the Memor- not be much for you to do. I.
ial monument stands. At this, have a piece of work I want

e
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‘donference.” I did not enjoy his
threat, but I knew that was simn-,
ply his way of saying that Le
‘expected me to put the job over.

,(EQHQ.;E“d;;;I believe you can do it, \igw, and has been for many,
\‘SU you may plan to move after many years an efficient instrue-
#tor at State college.

conference.
N Appointed to Willow Lakes

§

% The conference that fall was
{held in Huron with Bishop Vin-
‘cent presiding. At the close of.
‘the conference I found myself
appointed to Willow Lakes, The
place Dr. Traveller had hinted?
of sometime before.

| As we separated from confer- (

‘ence Dr. Traveller said, “1 am
sending you to Willow Lakes to
build a chureh, if you do not do’
it your head will come off next |

When 1 reached Willow Lakes 1
found it to be a-niee little place
with fine intellizent people.
There were several church build,
ings but none bearing the Meth-
odist brand, although we had

oy

quite an organization function- ¢

ing, and a good little building ,
which I made my home,.

Our people worshiped in an
empty room in the school house
which were simply two rooms
upon the ground, But one room i
was used that winter for school ;
purposes, We Methodists had a
lot of old junk equipment in the

other room, which opened direct-'
ly from the school room. The '

would smash and demoralize our
Methodist furniture. Each Sat-
urday afternocon I spent in nail-
ing up the broken junk and ar-,
{ranging it for the Sabbath wor-

During each week the children’

ship. .

Dr. Traveller had told them
why I was there and what he ex=| !
pected me to do. That chureh|.;

3 had its bosses, all in one family,

the old couple, on their farm twoq
miles east of town, their son-in-
law, a country school teacher,:
and the daughter, our pianist.'
These folks had dominated the
church for years and were bit-
terly opposed to the contemplat-
ed building.

The condition at the school
house becoming intolerable, we’
iented a public hall for our ser-

Jviees. The next Saturday after-

noon the old boss came in with
his wagon to move the Metho-
dist junk home, When he was
loaded and sat upon his load he
asked; “Brother Dibble do you

:lintend to try te build a new

church this year?" I answered;-
Rrother Hawes, God helping us
we shall dedicate a new Metho--

¢ dist church in Willow Lakes be-’

fore conference.” He said angri-\
ly, “I say to you ,if you under-!
take that enterprise my wife and
1, and daughter will leave the!
church’ I said, “It will be too.

bad for you folks, but Metho-
|dism cannot be defeated in thatj

teacher thatwinter was a young |
man who did not care much for,
the church at that time. Between |
this man “and myself a fine l
friendship later developed. He is |




“celved,

m.” - ! ' { T
May 1 say here, the old folks
did leave the church, they had
rothing to do with the building
until the day of dedication, when
with mueh flourish, they gave
$25.00, whieh was not so bad for
them. But the daughter and her
husband were obstinate and in-
corrigable. That is the daughter
was, the husband was just a
trailer in-papts: 1 received-from
that woman one of the most in-

sulting letters I have ever re- :
She asked Tor their dis- |

missal from the chureh, which I

‘erect a creditable building upon

them:

Later with the deed for th1s
property in our hands we were;
teady to launch the enterprise.:
1 went to Mr. Perry who ownet |
the south shore of dry Willow’
Lakes, which was buried by
fine roeck, of the "hard-head”:
species and asked him for what
1ock we might need. Mr. Perry
was not a churchman but 1
have not forgotten how gracious |
he was In that matter, inviting]
us to help ourselves to all the!
rock we might need. Now, fori

knew she did not want, but
which she got as quickly as I
could write it and get it to her.
The promptness on my part
made her madder than before.
She was mad because we had so
quickly found another pianist.
She took her dismisal to my!
friend, Brother Hichcoclk, pastor
of the Congregational chureh,
‘but he would not accept it tell-
iing the poor deluded woman, "1
will not accept you Into our
church. I know you have been a
trouble maker in the Methodist
church for years. If you cannot
iget along with Brother Dibble 1
do not think you eould with me.”
The poor woman found herself
without a church to boss.
‘We Proceed ito Build

The G. N..R. R. Company
owned two fine lots just off
Main street, which I coveted for
our church, but did not believe
the company would donate them
to us. After mueh delay and red
tape, they sent word that we

business!

Remember, T was practically a-
lone in this matter. Really had’
no Official Board. The Hawes’
had assumed the domination of
affairs for years, the other mem-
bers of the Board could not
function. One of the worst ca-
lamities that can befall any$
ehureh is when a few people]
with the pastor, ignore other peo-:
ple and assume sole 1'esponsibili-;
ty and authority., Any church
thus dominated 1is headed{
straight for the rocks.

We planned this way. I went
among sympathetic farmers and |
asked them to come to town at}
a cerltain hour on next Monday
morning prepared to haul rock. .
On the time appointed eight or |
ten big wagons came. We pro-
ceeded to. the Lake side and
loaded our wagons with fine
roclk, then in procession we
drove to town and began un-
loading our wagons upon our
lots. Oh, how those men did

1
H
1

'might have the lots if we would ,hammer those rocks together, 1

A sure onehalf of the men in
town visited us while the un-,
loading was going on, and all
asking the same question,
“What’s going on, what are you!
doing?’ Our answer was, “Why,
haven't you heard? We are,
building a new
;church.” After the unloading
iwas done I took the subserip-

pared and went forth to canvass
the town for funds. We took
pledges for cash, for material,.
for labor. I insisted that Mr.
Berry specify a value upon the
roek he had donated. Before I«

retired that night praetically ev- i
ery business man in the town
had been solicited, and practi-
cally all had made npledges.
There was a fine response to our)
lappeals. According to our,
church custom at that time,
each new project ltke this would
recelve a grant or gift of $250 9
and a loan for the same amount. 3
We estimated this would care:
for about one-third of the cost
of the building., But we never,

~ o Yaa

could have succeeded if it had ]
net been for Mr. and Mrs. C. H.!
Chase. Mr Chase was a lumber-3
man Mrs. Chase was an efficient-
active housewife. Mr. Chase told
us voluntarily, “We want the
church and will let you have the
material as you need it. T will
take my chances for the pay.”
I do not think Mr. Chase lost a
dollar at that time through
trusting the church. 2

We. hired a'professmnal car-
penter to supérvise the work,

—.:x:“‘--
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’on volunteer and donated la—
{ bor. I worked all summer upon’
i the building, rising at 4 A. M.
and working as long as I could
see at night., The work pro-,

J gressed until completed and ded-.

Hicated 2 month before confer-
enee, Upon the day of dedica:':
Lion, Traveller who had:
clmge smd to me, “Brother Dib-{

ministry many years and achieve!
many successes but you will nev—‘
der have a pgreater victory than:
Lhis” That little chureh was:
Leautiful. T painted both inside:
and out with a view to beauty
and attractiveness.

Some way the church organi-
zation never flourished in Wil- |
low Lakes much. After a few]
years of feeble effort our church
quit, the building was sold to
another denemination and mov-
ded to the country where, for all
1 know, is still housing the wor-
shippers.

That year eost me all T had.
Except for the $100 missionary

tion paper T had already pre- ffnlu you may continue in thel

jmoney, which I received there

was no provision for my support.
[ batched mostly. My fine rig,
my little mare that I loved, the
buggy that the Hughson people .
had given me, my new harness,
piece by piece went into my liv-.
ing and into the church. T brot
a little money there but that
had also pone. T had ltterly.
stripped myself for the church.:
The people were ulgcnt and m-:
sistent that I remain for 'moth—
er year. ] told Dr. Traveller T

could not do so as I did not

"but_we_ _depended mostly up-

have another rig to  put mto 1t
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one away northeast in the con-
}fcrence' the other close to Wit
low Takes. = .. s 42

Our conferencé, that year was
heid in Mitchell, Bishop Fitz-
gerald presiding. 1 have a per-
sonal reason for remembering
that conference gession as there
1 was ordained Deacon.
! AS 1¥ald before the Présiding
Elder sugpested we could have
our choice between two very
good churches—Sisseton and
Kampeska, After prayer and con-
‘sideration I chose Kampeska,
%which at that time had a very

‘ood church, and  was paying:

Heésaid I should not, and offer-cved the village. Every Christ-.
ed us our choice of two goodmas he sent the church 2 cheek !
‘appointments for the next year, For the amount of the church's

fuel for the winter. On the first
of each quarter the pastor re-
ceived a check from Mr. Robin-
ison for $25. Besides, the good,
old people were constantly mak-
ingwifts to the chureh. The old
folks spent some months of the
heated season at their home near,
ithe lake. When they were there
‘they attended our services every
‘Sunday morning, Mrs. Rohinson '
wae 2 member of the L. A. 5, at-

stended and worked in it.

When the Robinson’s were
with us, they lived and dressed
az our people did, which helped
them to the goodwill of the

the standard salary for thatpeople.

time for the smaller churches,

i Empties His Purse |
'$800 and house. Then the sur- ‘l

“One day Sister Jacobs, with |

roundings appealed to me, the "yhom the Robinsons lived when

beautiful lake one mile away,
‘one of the richest regions in the
‘state. A millionarie, when mil-
Tionaries weren’t as plentiful as
‘they are at these rich times,
owned practically everything in
and about the village, ineluding
the beautiful home on the beach
of the lake where Mr Jacaobs,
‘the manager of the estate lived.
‘At that time one of the most
beauntiful homes in the state.

Tn Chicago where the Robin-
sons lived, they were Unitari-
ans, in, Kampeska, they were loy-

Sout there said, "We know you

Tare as interested in the Robin-

\sons as we are, and are just as)

anxious Lo retain their goodwill.
Mr. Robinson is positively op-

‘posed to foreign missions, and|

‘we are wondering if you might
arrange your missionary offer-
ing at some time when they are’
not here. We know about when |
‘they are here. We must be eare-
ful and not give them offense.” 1,
agreed with her and promised to
steer our missionary efforts
‘clear of the Robinsons. [

al Methodists: Mr Robinson had! That year the church anthor-.
built the Kampeska chul_‘ch and ities chose Easter Sunday as t_l}_ el
piven it to the community. Heigate for the missionary offering

had given the church a deed for
an eighty-acre tract ’chat_:‘Vborrdr—__+ our plans at onee.

in ail the churches. We began

"1 prepared a red-hot scrmon
for the oceasion, undertaking in
it to refute the common objee-
tions made to missionary endeav
or at that time. Easter morning |
while I sat in my pulpit consid- |
ering the service, while the peo-
ple ascembled, the Jacobs family
rig drove up, but who is that'®
with them? No one but Mr, and
Mrs. Robinson. Sister Jacobs wa - |
a cheerful playful lady. As she
came in she telegraphed me a

nificance. I was knocked stiff
by the turn things had taken.
My first thought was to say
nothing. about missions until
zome later time when the coast

lionaires. />

But that plan confused me, T,
could not think of a single
thing but my sermon, over
which 1 had prayed and given a'l
week of earnest labor, so 1;
struggled on. We sang every.
stanza of each hymn. All the
while I was struggling with my
dilemma, but as the audience;
was droning through the last
hymn, and the moment of exe-j
cution arrived, 1 felt as T think ¢
the .criminal feels when being
led to the electric chair. T must
do something and do it quick.

Just then, when I must act,

/| oh, how we preached that morn-

Jto the pulpit. While I preached

the Lord and T have worked on”
all the week, millionairre of no

f millionaire”

With the desicion, the clouds
cleared away, the Ioly Spiritj-
firet my heart and mind, ‘and,

ing! T did not omit one objection
Did my best to refute them all.
As usual Mr. and Mrs. Robinson
came away Torward, just close

they listened i
smile which was laden with sig- 3 v listened intently, and when

there came over me a feeling of | j,4ve never forgotten.
great courage, and because 1
could do no other way, I zaid to

myself, “You oid coward, back !

the time came for the offering,
after 1 had made the strongest
plea, I could and the ushers
were passing the boxes for the
offering, Mr. Robinson drew
from his pocket a great leather

would be clear of Chicago mil- I’purse, openerd wide every door
into it and turned the entire

contents into the contribution
box. T do not know how much
he gave, neither did he, not a
million dollars, millionaires do
not carry that mueh in their,
purses, but we received the larg-
est missionary offering almost |
in the history of the church,

As I dismissed the service, Mr.
Robinson hastened forward,
caught my hand in both of his,
said, “I thank you for that mes-
sage Mr, Dibble. It was a fine’
presentation of what you and
your chureh believe” I learned
a lesson that morning which 1

Do Your Duty
lobinson and Jacobs raised
an( trained horses for the Chi-

down before money-bags, will
you? I will not be intimidated.

I will preach the sermon_that

cago markets; driving horses, .
|Morgans, Hambletonians, thaﬂ




"began to work with them. They

imuch time to pet rid of a team.

¢lass, They bred them upon the
Lake farm at Kampeska. As
young as they could be trained,
and that was early, Mr. Jacobs

had a fine one-half mile track
upon the farm. Mr. Jacobs was’
an expert. When there young
horses had .been mated, blacks, §
sorrel etc., Mr. Jacobs took/
them to Chicago, where, if Mr.-
Robinson had not yet found a;
eustomer for them, they weref
richly harnessed, hitched to a:
fine light rig and driven about
the strects until they caught
some rich man’s eyes and pocket |
boolt. It usually did not take!

Millioniare Gives Parsonage

We had no parsenage in Kam-
neska. Tt became known that
the pastor would need one late
‘n the conference year. A beau-
tiful young lady from White
was to graduate from State Col-
lege that summer, and was ex-
pecting to become Mrs. J. B.
Dibble, directly after. Mr. Rob-
inson had learned that very im-
portant bit of news and was »

AR i T

live to it.

he broke out with, “Say, Dibble,

One day he and 1 were con-'ous people. -
versing upon . the street, when,

—

that girl iip here without some|
place for her. Do you see that'
house over there,” pointing to’
a very good dwelling which he:
owned and which was unused at
the time, “I'll tell you, Dibble,
if your men will get busy, dig a
cellar, and move this house over
by the ehurch, and make the re-
quired changes and fix it up, I
will give it to them. But T want
to see them at it.”

I thanked him, when he turn-
ed and said, “AN that will cost
some money. I will give them
$200. in cash to help it along.”
He did, the house was moved, be-
¢ ame the first home of ‘the
young pastor and his bride the
pext year. It still stands by the
chureh, I think.

New Church at Hazel

The Kampeska -ecircuit had!
three preaching points, Kampes-
lka, Grover, six miles south upon
the G. N. R. R. and Hazel farth-
er down the G. N. lihe, Hazel
had no church building altho
ours was the only church of the
town at that time. We had a
very fine congregation of intel-
igent, industrious and prosper-

R

We worshiped upstairs in an

old dance hall, altogether too'

'T hear you are going to do thejgsmall and inconvenient for olr:
‘wise thing and get married this|work. After a little persuading
fall?” “Why, why, Yes, Mr. Rob-: the church people there decide
inson I believe that is the plan.” i to launeh a church building pro-
1 answered. “Well, where are you jject, which we did, but T must
igoi ng to live” he asked. Andljtake charge o fit. Hazel was a-
thad to answer, “Oh, I don’t just {bout 10 or 12 miles from Kam-
‘know.” With that he said, “Well, | peska. RBut we jumped in when
|you had better know, Can’t bring lthere was a chance to build

e

Something. I wonder if my per- t¥ceedingly rood confereace
sonal ‘schedule for the summer t¢ me as at it I would eraduate;
would interest you? Beside the "from my Conference course and’
regular work of a large circuit, be ordained Elder, all of which;
I supervised the construction of took place. From the beginning!
the Hazel church, the building of my ministry I had planned to]
of the Kampeska parsonage and complete my Conference studies;
’ the completion of my confer be ordained Elder, and go to the!
ence studies. To put these ob- .Theologieal school ,at Evanston’
jeets over I arose each morning We were all ready to go. My!!
at four o’clock and worked quite brother, W. L., pastor of the!
late at night. f Congregational church in Wils!
But the most important event ‘low Lakes, was to be married toj
of the year to me, cane off Oc- Miss Maude Cornwall, a teacher
sober 7, just before conference, in the Willow Lakes school,
which was held in Sioux Falls when they would go to Chicagzo
that year with ilishop Foss pre- at once, where he would enter
|siding. .. ‘their theological school, the
On October 7, Miss Hettie'>Chicago Seminary” it was
Doughty, ?f Wi}ltea cast in he"é})lanned that we should live to-:
destiny with mine and became pother, Diveetly after their!
my faithful wife. She had grad- wedding Will and Maude went di-]
nated from State college in Au- rectly to Chicago and located anl
gust. 1 had waited three yearsapartment on Park Avenue, on!
for her to complete her courseihe West side. We followed a.
and receiye her B. 8. degree. .few days later. We had a fine,
: Some‘sghmg. strange about thatjcomfortable winter together. 1
event. My bn'tl.lday has always made my trip daily to Evanston
teen upon Octoiber 8, and I was by rail, walking two miles each
married October 7. In other ‘(way to the N. W. depot wherel
words I was married the day be- ook my train.
g?:euila;:aihtog};-i?f %'Ood DEGO]': We had not been settled a
our retarn for  the n:zzi,naxl’léfr( :great while, when'we were hap-
Jeil. pily surprised to find that the

city mansion of our old friends,

Tl}ey insisted they had put up
with t}}e Batch for a vear and Yy, millionaire Robinsons, was
had a right to the new wife. We byt n few blocks from our a-
were happy to accepl their gra-lpartment. They were very kind
elous invitation, and were ap- {g us, having our wives there
pointed there by Bishop Foss at often, and we men some. There
Conferet}ce. : came to me, however, a very ser-

The:ﬁqn_ferenpe,_that year, was ious disappointment in the fact
held ats hg[‘ad%s?n:f with Bishop that I found the course in Gar,
Goedsell presiding. This was an xet was just the same as our
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conference ’ course’ had been
They used the same text hooks,
I had worked hard upon the
course and had very excellent
gra.des from the conference ex- i
aminers and it seemed a Joss of
tm:le and means to go over it a-
gain down there, so I did what 1

have repretted very much; quit]

my work in the school and re-
turned to Bowdle and Bangor,
which were open at that time. 1
;am convinced I should not have
left the school. Those schools do
not give the'r greatest wvalue
from the literary studies but
from the associations involvel. |

We all know a bright young
man who is fighting out the
same condition as I had. Well,
anyway, wise or unwise, [ ac-
cepted the pastorate of Bowdle
and Bangor. Bowdle at that
time was the terminal of what
is now the coast line of the C.-
M. & St Paul R. R. 4

That Bowdle and Bangor sec-
tion was one of the finest agri-
cultural districts in our state.
As we had no parsonage in Bow-
dle we secured the rooms above
the depot, where we spent the

tled mostly by German Russians
who were coming on every train,
the most of them directly from
their native foreign homes. Mrs.
Dibble was interested in the af-
feetionate greetings of the new-

leomers with those who had been

there longer. They would em-

summer. That region was set-

.| a¥fection. Thosze people were in-

dustrious, frugal and lawabid-.
ing. C
Bangor was the inland capitol;
of Walworth county, in the im-.
mediate vieinity of where Sel-
by was later estahlished, when
the railroad was extended.. '
We liked Bangor very much.
A fine American people had set-
tled there. We found there on a
claim the home of the Browns,
the parents and sisters of our
Rev. G. D. Brown whem we all
know so well, at one time pas-
tor of our church at Parker. We!
had some very interesting ex—l
periences out in that strictly pi-
oneer section at that time. We
would drive from Bowdle to
Bangor on Saturday afternoon,i
and return to Bowdle Sunday.
afternoon. The people out there
would invite us to stay with!
them on Saturday night. !
Sleeping with Oxen 3
A fine farm woman invited
ns to stay with them the next
Seturday night. When the day
came, it was a hot mid-summer
day. We drove to the home and
found it to be a veritable pio-
neer shack, which was all right,
but oh, how hot! The kitchen
and dining room were the same,
the cooking was done upon a!
b}g range, When time for re-
tllrement came the man with a
lighted lantern said he would
show us to our reom, and tak-

ing our bag, started o 3
brace and greet each other with o o

i

L 45T
:The good host took us to- the
.barn, and opened a door into a
lgranarjr*annex. In there was'a
furnished room, and right at
our feet was an open passage,
just beyond a great yoke of ox-
en with their great spreading
horns. All night they munched
and rattled their chains, went
to bed, got up, and fussed away
all night, Did we sleep that
‘night? I did some. Mrs. Dibble
always was afraid of big-horned
eattle, The next morning she
said, "I felt like Mary the moth-
er of Jesus, Why? How? She lay
in an Oxen’s manger.” Now dear |
veader can you believe the wom- |
an of that house was a fine in-
telligent cultured lady? She
would grace the finest home in-
our state. 184

Bowdie had no church build-
ing at that time, but a very fine;
lot of people organized into a.
church, I began at once to agi-’
tate for a new church. I found
the people
worried about their financial a-
bility to perform the task. But
finally they mustered enough |
courage to jump in. and tackle
the project. We had the assur-
ance that the Church Extension

3;:‘iFV't‘:'"i';l'i‘};ﬁs};I:t:“ we should | aidrother place, so many differs]
the'bag so went along. ﬁent and ingenious ways of se-

curing funds for a church en-
terprise as those hustling peo-
ple put on.

The L. A. 8. built a booth up-
on the street where they made:
and sold ice eream and lunches:
several times a week. We had in}
cur church in Bowdle a very de=
voted man and wife, Mr. and
Aurand, who owned a large dé-;lj'
pariment store. They had a beau-
tiful home, were well-to-do and{
were making money. They put
themselves with all their energy
behind our building enterprise.
Mrs., Aurand asked him to in-
vite all the travelling men who
should come to the store home
with him for dinner. She always
got a liberal contribution from;
them. She male a shopping trip.
to Aberdeen and came back with
$200 for the church,

I was in the store one day
when Mr. Aurand asked me if I
could keep a secret, not even
tell my wife. I said the last prop

sympathetic, butqgcition would be difficult, as 1

entertained no secrets from my
wife. All right he would not re-/
veal his information to me ,un-;
til I promised absolute secrecy.
He said, “That little woman
with whom I live think’s she’s

Society would donate us $250.00, { gnart around here.” By the way!
and loan us ancther $250. whick
would be about one-third of the
total eost. In all my chureb
building experience, and I have

Mr. Aurand was devoted to his
wife and was proud of her inge-j
nuity. He had been in the mer-
‘chantile business in Wisconsin

‘had much, I have never seen in

and Dakota, he dealt with the

!
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~we'll see where the little woman b
“eomes in.” He got a great “kick™

'

‘1éading” ‘wholesalers, had:bought
'tens of ‘thousands of dollars
worth from some of them. He
said: “T have written to each of
the houses with whom we do
business asking for econtribu-
tions. In about two weeks I shall

begin to hear from them, then

of of his anticipated victory.
But his highest hopes were real-
ized. Ivery onc of his housges
responded, mostly with $25.00
checks, IHe was a proud man
when he surprised the commit-
tee by turning over to it about
$300 in cash he had received./

We buiit a {ine beautifui

the: ho-- investigated her[
condition and told me,  “The
Mrs. has no disease, but thel
worst disease possible has grip-
ped her.” “Oh, Dr. what is it?” 1}
asked. "The little woman is die—i
ing of homesickness. The lonely!
condition with its associates has
paled upon her, You must get!
her out of here or you will lose’
her.” 1 asked anxiously, “How
zoon Dr. must this be done?”
"“When is your conference” he
inquired, and as I told him,
“Just a few weeks henee,” he
said, "If she can have the assur-
ance of a change soon, she would
be encouraged and perk up.”

church whieh lhas been in ser-;
vice until the present time. It

I wrote to our Presiding-elder,
Dr. J. 8. Akers, telling him the
conditions. He ecame to Bowdle

iw }eft many chenshed friends {{T5 the cottage, one of the fin-

in. Bowdle and Bangor. est places in which we ever liv-!
Mrs. Dibble’s home, at White, od, This was 1894 the year of!
was but 16 miles from Brook-"the severest drought in the hist-;
ings where the conference :on-igvy.of the state, until the one’
vened that year. Bishop Ninde through which we are now pass-
appointed us to the pretty little ing, which is the worst since the:
city of Aston, with Athol, fourigettlement of this region. 'J{.‘her&a4
niles west on another line of R. was absolutely not a drop uf
,-Gnd Clifton, 11 miles north-14in the entire season. And, oh'
cast as afternoon appoiniments.sit was hot. The scorching, blast-:
The people of Ashton were cul-jing hot winds blew up fmm the:
tured and fine, but Ult1a -con- gouth every day. . f
servative. Our congtegatlons Shooting Rain out nf Sky
were good thro-out -the yeal.j The people in their despera-
But it was difficult to get up lion listened to some so-called
any speed in the work ~of the |ssfentific men, who reminded
church. i ! them that rain is brought thro
We had no pmsonage in Ash-'great explosions here, and show-
ton, and 1ound upon atnvmg, ed how the concussions of greqt

was a beautiful structure. L,at once Sympathized in a fath-
painted and finished it outside'erly way with Mrs. Dibble, and
and in. 1 remember we wains- assured us if we could endme
coated it inside and stained it;until conference he would bring
a cherry, which with white|us down closer to our people.
with white plaster made a fine| With this assurance the good la-
looking interior. We dedicateu! dy’s spirit revived, She might
the structure just before con-|have gone home any time but
ference. The only marring inci- would not leave me out there.
dent of the year was the fact| ~ '~ Appointed to Ashton l
that during the summerIob-" The Conference that year was|
served that my young wile was held in Brookings, Bishop Ninde
Jeclining. I beeame alarmed, She Dresiding. We were appointed
1ad worked too hard all sum- to Ashton at this conference.!
mer, The Ladies Aid divided in- We had packed our furniture go
to groups to do that work, but that we would not be compelled
drs. Dibble thought it necessary to return to Bowdle. The Bow-
for her to be on every group,:dle people expressed great sor-
and she puddled about in the iey row that we should move, but
water two or three times each alﬁpreciated the eircumstances

;week. I thought that might te and were very kind. They were

dlfﬁculty. Finally T consulterd}justly proud of the new chulch

house or room Iin the town.
A fine cottage would be open[

March first, which we could:

have then, but we must find a
place for winter. Mir. George
Boyer, an implement dealer had!
an old residence house, which
he had used as a store room fort
years, filled with junk and dive. |
If they would clean it up would
we live in it? Yes, if two or,
three of the front rooms were !'
cleaned and fixed a little we
would make it do until the cot-

tage was available in the spring. )

Cleaning and fixing that old
ranch, was as much of a job as
"qu 'bucks and Anne are having
:,{fixmg up the old house in which
they are living. We moved in
and were quite comfortable all
winter, March first we moved | bar

(11;.0 the racket of our Pomth of
Fourth of July’s nearly always
closel the day with a shower.
All that being irue, they arguet
that thro a liberal belching of
explosives, rain might be se-
cured. Finally a special election
was held to vote upon the queés-
tion of levying a tax of %4 mill
(T believe that was the amount)
to raise a fund to shoot rain
from the skies. A Fort was es-
tablished at Franlkfort. Within,

1a short while the bombardment

of the dry sky began. That bom-
bardment continued all summer,
or as long as the explosives last-
ed. |
Day after day the bombard-
ment continued, with not one
(hop of 1ain In spite of their
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great, hot, defiant-red-ball, the
skies still did not hang out one;
single promising cloud, every:
day the blasting, blighting red
hot winds blew up from the
Southland, another defeat {for
the “brain trust”, The rain mak-
ers surrendered and have not
been heard of since. SEQUEL,

it will do 8o, and man cannot
‘shoot it out of the sky with
Giant powder and dynamite.

That drought was general
thro-ont the state. I believe
there was not one sheaf of
grain harvested in Spink Coun-
ty that year. The whole country
grew up to vicious, eruel this-
tles. That fall the farmers found
it necessary to make leather
boots for their horses to protect
their legs from the terrible
thistles and thornsz 7. -

In spite of all the disaster and
destruction of that historic year,
I read the other day that the
conditions produced were not
nearly as bad as those of ours
today. That was for one year,
while the drouth of today is for
a series of years, with not one
sign of its cessation. Then the
‘resources of the people were not
as badly reduced as they are
now.

a great tragedy and graecious
event. During the summer, while
we were engaged in  Revival

ing out there came to me and

when the Lord wants it to rain|

ed In the neighborhood. A man’
and his'wife had engaged in a
bitter quarrel for some days
and that very morning had tak-
en her children to the home of
her parents in Mellette, 2 few
miles away. I might do the man
some good if I would eall upon
him, which I did. I found the

threatened to kill his wife and
her parents. I think I have never.
anywhere else, - witnessed such
hatred and human madness.
He repeated to me what hé™
had told his neighbor as to his’
vengeful purpose, I talked to’
him the best I could; appealed
to him in every way I could
think of. I got his promise to
come to the meeting that eve-
ning, which he did, sitting on a
baclk seat and giving good atten-
tion to the service. Oh, how I
prayed that the Lord would lead’
me to say something in the mes-
sage, or in the songs that might
touch his heart and soften him.
At the close of the service we
separated., The next morning
when I went upon the street, a
friend said; ‘Brother Dibble
have you heard of the terrible
tragedy that took place in Mel-
lette last night.' I told him I Fal,

meetings at Clifton, a man 1iv:]

| not, He said that during the
THAT YEAR was marked by

night the man had come to the:
home of his wife’s people had!
tried to shoot her father and
mother, but they both made
their eseape.

said a tragedy was being enact-

He then followed his wife un- |
der a bed where shwc_ had tal_{_e_n_j

man crazed with anger. Hel

e e s i i S
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'f,re?__li‘ ; and beat” Ber over the
head with an empty beer hottle
until he thought he had killed

her, and the next morning his

field near town, near his body
an empty bottle from which a
deadly poison had been diainel.-

;I have often won-ered if I might?

-have said any thing to that mad-
‘man which might have averted
"that tragedy This, [ presume I
fshould have done, notified the
authoritics and hal the man!
locked up. I did not _ think of?}
that then. 3

I

|

A :
The Crowing Event )
The chief, great event of the

dead body was found in a plowed s

"Asl}ton another year, we .were
jinvited to do so hy- the leaders

! i . .
[,-c.osed with its problems and its
vittories., '
victo “ o
-Thz}t year our conference was.
held in Watertown with Bishop"
Fowler the presiding Bishop, A
~week  Dbefore conference Mrs.
"Dibble, with young Robert,
went to her home at White to
spend the time while I was at
conference.

We might have yemained in

and officiary of the church.
'B.ut; some way, ultra-radicalism
fi!d not produce the best of feel-
Ing when mixed with ultra- con-

ryear occurred September dth -Servatism, I felt under a great

"when there came to our lmme‘|
“our first son in the form of a
‘fine, big, twelve pound baby. 4
{ About the only product of that
"barren year.,

Upon that baby we confered
the name Robert Doughty Dib-
"ble, Doughty being the maiden
iname of his mother. That baby |
'boy is now a man forty years,
sold, with a beautiful, cultuved |
-wife, a sparkling daughter and
peppy son, He and his wife are?
both graduates of State colleget
from which institution they hold,
their B. 8. degrees. He spent 27 ]

months abroad during the®

restraint and requesied a change:
if possible, which was granted,
and we were appointed by Bish-
op Fowler to Webster. .
At the close of the conferenee
I returned to Ashton by train’
to prepare our goods'for remov-
al to Webster, Reached Ashton
about 8 p, m. packed all night
and the next day, then loaded
our car, having everything load-
ed, the car billed, ready for
transit. I packed my suit case
stuff a nd by train got back to
Watertown that night where my
rig was. The next day on to

White to wife and baby.
‘World War, has g beautiful] I'went to Webster a few days
christian home in Chicagothefm'e Mrs. Dibble, secured a
‘where he holds an importantxlmus.e' there being no parson-
position in the College depart-]-age i Webster at that time,

inent of the Y. M. C, A,
~.Thus our year at Ashton P7Ove havpy to us. Webster was

Our year at Webhster did noti




a Tiee town, aristocratic in spir-|
it. There were fine people in
our church, We were well treat-1
ed, but there were some bad’
conditions there then and it+
reemed to preclude much ad- Eup
vancement in the chureh. There l-'“’e'n

was a BOSS in the church at
that time. Not a man boss. I'had
rather work with five men bos:-
es than one woman. This boss
was the wife of a leading mer-
chant of the town. She was 1ich
proud, wilful and well nigh ev-
ery thing else that made
hard to get along with. The
pastor was her slave. She de-
manded that he come to her
h_tzme for his orders. And, oh,
well; that’s enough, It wasvery

dizagrecable and discouraging,
and often humiliating to us, so'late that we

we decided that one year Wasjchange at the close of the con-

enough for us.’ Other pastors
had quit diggusted mid-year.

“:Financially it was a harc
year. Following’ the dx;o__uf,h of
the year before, the ~farmers
having but little feed, which
they weie carefully saving for,
their horses during the seeding!
time. They turned their stoel;
upon the prairvies, where they
lived all winter. Had it been a’
hard winter mueh of the stock
must have perishel. I remember
how anxious the farmers were.
They feared their horses would
be so0 reduced and weakened
during the winter as to he.un-
able to do the work of- the
spring. - But- a “miracle was
wrought, Toward spring when

jand reminded them that they |
had had some of the best
preachers in  the econference

‘1895 was marked by an abund-
‘ant crop.

.Several minor inciden}:s"trans-,
:pired during the year, but I'
think you would not care for'

them During the winter some

hertehureh in the east packed and

shipped to us a “Missionary
{barrel” from which we v-mre to
itake what we needed and cared
for, and distribute the rest a-
mong our needy people. i

I am almost ashamed to re-'
insisted upon a’

ference year. In the last Quar-
terly Conference of the year,
Dr. Dresser, the presiding elder
gave that church a severe lee-
tgre. He told them he had no
cify. He reviewed their history
move preacers for them to cry-!

Ifﬁé‘jrf‘toc_)k_ their horses up’ and|
tbegan to feed them carefully on!
the litt}e hay, straw and few]
oats, they had-carefully gath-|
ered, their teams began to pick:;
and with careful handling:
went through the spring’s work
.n fine shape. As ] remember,

whom they had sent away brok-
en hearted and defeated. He:
said we should move, -
A Fine Appoinlment

The Conference that year,
was held in Aberdeen, good old
Bishop Joyce presiding, Rishop
Joyee did riehly by us and made
us happy when he appointed us

to Arlington, where we had one

v _

resent ce:tain types whichispe

oF i:hél.é'};ibs{g “heautiful pastor-

ates of our ministry. We re-
temained -in  Arlington four
years., - P8~
~In our wanderings, 16 and
fro, from community to com-
munity, as an itinerant Metho-
dist preacher, we found ;that)

communities, like persons rep-’

culiar to that particular sec-,
tion. The Creator must surely;
love variety. One has only to
look about him in nature fori
the verification of this truth.
No two objects about us are a-
like A million grass blades in

Fommunity. One cannot direct:
this people just as he did those
of the last church he served.
Here, I must study my books,
but T must study my people
more. Unless I know their 'attﬂ;;
tudes, their reactions, I shal};
fail of doing them the most
possible good. No two of our
churches have been alike. Hur)
lay and Davis are not alike, and}
neither Hurley and. Parker:
Neither are the communities’
represented by thesé churches
alike.

When we came to Arlington,
we found the people there not

the meadow, but no two exact-
ly alike. A world full of people
but each possessing his own per-
sonality, and different than all:

8o closely that our friends can
geareely distinguish us  apart,
bhut we are different, and it is
that difference that createsour
peculiar persenality and individ-

T

others. We may resemble some ¢ the people were all saints, nor’

like any others we had served.
Arlington has always main-
tained her type and disiinct per-
. senality. T am not pleading that

vany large number them. Ar-
lington has always been a live
progressive little city. It takes
live progressive business men to
produce such a town. I found
a line bunch of men doing bus-

uality. The mother of twins:
that resembled each other so
closely that no one outside the
immediate family could distin-
puish one from the other, I ask
ed the mother one day how she
cowld always tell one from the
other. She  answered quickly.
“Not from their appearances a-
lone, but their personalities,
they are not at all alike” T am
| saying this ig true of communi-
ties, no two alike. That fact
constitutes one of the preach-
ers problems, to meet the pe-

‘culiar type of this particular

iness on main street. They were|
1 not all professed christians, nor:
church members. Arlington had
a very fine group of non-church‘

1 member business men. One year

while we were at conference,
our District Superintendent

came to me and said; “Brother
| Dibble, I just received this from
Arlington, 1 thot I would show
it to you before showing it to
il the DRishop.” Whereupon he,
handed me a paper which prov-'
ed to be a petition asking for-
onr return to that place for the




next year, followed® by a long
subseription list signed by, “We,
the undersigned busines men of
Arlington not members of any
thurch, promise to pay the a-
mount set opposite our names
to Rev. J. B. Dibble, if he is re-
turned to us for the next year.
But this subseription list will
not be in effect if he is not re-
turned.” I have that petition in
my home. Within two bours af-
ter our return from conference,
a group of those business men
called upon me and paid me;
$102.50. In view of that the of-|

| fieial board raised our salaryj

$100 that year. One day I was
passing along the street and as
I came to the grain elevator of
éwhich Al Connors, who was not
a professed christian, was the
manager, came out and said,
Mr. Dilble, T know your salary
'is not large. You are a young

ferests ~ Now, it is practically]
the only ehirch doing businessj
in the community. They have one;
of the finest, best equipped}
church buildings in the state.f}
Also a fine ten-room thoroughly'z
modern parsonage. B

They are united and stand’
directly back of their pastor’
and boost him along. We had;
four beautiful years as pastor:
of this church. We w ere happy:
every minute, As usual we)
stressed the evangelistic phase )
of the gospel. Had several good’I
revivals during our four years)
 there, Arlington congregations:
 were always good. There were |
many events which transpired |
in which the reader might;
might have an interest, but it!
would require much space to re-.
cord them, J

: The Thain Wreck

i

preacher, and you probably need} It occurred one cold, ~ drizzly

more books than you are able to

evening in Febrnary. We weie

buy. I want you to take this anfl]. in special meetings in the

on he gave me a personal cheek |
for $25. These are just samples
of how they treated us while
we were there. They gave us a
multitude of fine gifts while
we were with them. That is
what T mean, they were differ-,
ent. Arlington has always been’
a fine, hustling business towh.
1t is located in one of the hest

isections of the state. ’)

They have placed an‘é{’ 1{ept

the chureh in the center of the
community activities and in-

put it in your library. Whercup- :
Tlooking toward the railread, 1

church, I was preaching, when

saw a great fire raging. It at-
tracted my attention for a mo-
ment, when the congregation
noting my interest turned in
their seats and saw the fire al-
so. Of course, they became anx-
jous at once. I said, “Friends,
I think that fire is in the
country.” At that time a man
came to he door and said,
“Playre has Ligen o terrible crash
on the railroad and several men’
are burning.” In a moment the

|
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!1?6‘35 “wag! cemptied.” By “thig | afd™ burned. 'That dangefous
time' the people * of the‘town grade has long since been elimi-
‘gathering near the wreck, butjnated. -~
'were being held back by mem-' "The Tailroad passes through

bers, of the train crew who told/Arlington in a northwest and
the ‘people to stay back as onelsoutheast direction and the town
of the crashed engines might was laid out to corerspond withj
explode. There was a fine old the railroad, until all streets
Arlington man burned in’ the-;ye on the bias, and there is no
wreck. ! one in the town who knows forj

Finally Asa Haryis, president’sure which way their house fac-
of our Epworth League said, 1 es, That is nearly as convenient
will not stand here doing noth-las the historic pocket in a shirt.
ing while men are burning te  The Methodist ehureh in Ar—!
death He secured a shovel andlington has always been vital!
went to the burning pile, beganiand strong. I believe one of the
throwing snow into the fire. veasons for that is the fact that
‘His heroic act was contag‘ious,iit bas always been an orthodoX
tand before long 100 men werelchurch, It has stood for the vi-
“shoveling snow into the ragingftal things of the gospel. The
flames. «church that persists along that
~ The cause of the wreck was line will grow and suceeed while
this In those days there was;the church which ignores the
a high grade on the railroad teaching of the Gospel will lag.
approaching the city from the! Outside of the many spivitnaly
west .The tracks were coverativictories we had the most out-
with ice. A special freight train,standing event of o ur pastorate
was making its way cast, and in Arlington, the coming into
was ordered to pass the depot, our home May “t% 1898 our sec-
back upon the siding, and allow ond son. Upon him we confered
the west bound passenger to the name Paul. As it was the
pass. Directly behind thisivery time when W. E. Glad-
freight train an engine follow- stone, England’s greatest states-
ed. It was expected the freightman ,and one of the World's
train would be on the siding, greatest and best men, passed a-
permiting the engine to pass Way. So we named our boy baby
get out of the way of the pass_'Paul Gladstone Dibble. Some
enger, but because of the con- one said at the time, “You sure-|
dition of the tracks the freight !y ave giving that boy a jab, tOl
did not make the siding in catry and live up to thosel
time, and the stray engine ran names.” As a father I Think I
into her, causing the terriblecan say we never thought for

{ wreek. Several men were kiliediwmnel}?*j_:haﬁ*_\_’!’_@n_?COFf,eI‘I'ed




fo0-nck ipori him, as he has] lated th

married to Miss Marie Bjerno’ me. So we moved.

xpetience;to; the
borne the weight of those names ) gregation” with’ the inférmation
with honor, Z éthat T had requested a change,

Paul is now a man in his thir- | from the District Superintend-!
ties. On June 25, 1923, he was :ent, who had tried to disuade

o

to! return, but the terrible

then of Evanston, Ill. Marie had
gradunated from Wesley hospital )
Chicage, as'a trained nurse. In
their ministry she has proved a |
helpmeet indeed, to her preacher
husband. Directly after their
marriage they went to Madras,
India, where they put in five
years in Missionary work under
the authority of our Missionary
Board. They were granted their
vacation, came home expecting

Appointed to Wihite

The conference that year, 1899,
was held in Huron, Bishop
Hurst presiding. For some time
gsome friends in White had been
teasing us to come there. This
was Mrs. Dible’'s home. There
were many, many of her rela-
tives living there. Upon the
church record was a list of mem-:
bers, among whom were the‘
names of Doughty members, 37

slump came, and the Board re- |
tained the Missionaries who
were home, and gradually re-
called nearly all of those who

»

Some of our friends said I was)
making a mistake, going where
we had so many relatives, The.
Doughty’s were a vital, exact-

were on the foreign field. Paul Cing lot of people. All of them'

entered the Chicago University, {

where he spent about twoyears:
and secured his Master's Degree.,
‘He is a graduate of Garrett,
and is now a member of the
Rock-River conference of our
church, and s tationed at Roch-!

elle, 111

One day just before our con-
forence, the closing of our
fourth year in Arlington, with
no seeming reason for moving,

as T was on my way up town, I
am sure I could go to the exactl

“spot, there came 2 voice from a-

quite radical. But we were ap-
'pointed to that chureh, a ver-
itable hot-bed of relations. We
were on good terms with all our
relations at that time, and I do
not remember that K our rela-
tives caused us any embarrass-
ment during our pastorate,
White is located in a very pro-
ductive section. It was in those
days a live thorough going hit-
tle city. Probably ne town in
the state of its size did more
business. A large amount of
grain was marketed there each

ibove which said plainly, “You|year. They had an outstanding
' chould move this fall” From| flouring mill, whieh had muech
-that moment 1 could not Shak9 patronage, Another enterprise
{aff: that impression, Later I xethat brought much trade and

of that good name in a Tow, -
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‘general store, “sold machinery,
‘hardware "etc. White was a real
commercial center. g

The town and its envitons
twere made up of a high type of
'inteligent and mostly, law a-
_biding people. '

Baek In 1899, when we went
there, our church was quite
strong and active. The congrega-
tions, morning and night, filled
the building. I think they had
one of the best organized and
most interesting Sunday Schools
‘th.at we have had during our
ministry. Some fine, and peppy
teachers.

It was an inspiring sight on
Sunday mornings to watch the
farm rigs coming to that placeJ
of worship, They came from ev-
ery direction, Away down to-|
ward Brookings, and all around
thky came. Those were really
:Fhalcyon days for the church. We
had a good spiritual year..

|said, “Please excuse me for a

Home from' my- afternoon ap-:
pointment with the stars shin-
ing and faecing the evening ser-
viee, Eworth League, so com-
pletely exhausted I could scarce-
ly put my team away and get,
to the house. .3
One Sunday evening | reached|
home late, beeause of bad roads
and as I approached the church,
1 heard the first bell for service
ringing, It frightened me, I said
to myself, “I cannot do it.” I put
the team in their stall, and
dragged myself into the house.
Mrs. Dibble had lunch ready. 1

few minutes.” I crawled up to
my study, and fell upon my
knees before my table, and
talked to the Lord as I would
talk - to a friend. I reminded

| him how hard I. had worked

during the day, how wearied in
body and spivit I was, T told:
him if I was to do anything in)

| the approaching service he must!

~ In material things we built,
that year a much needed barn?¥
ifor the -preacher’s team, A fine®
building that graced the parson-

lage premises, and still stands
‘doing the Master’s business, as
a garage for the preacher’s car.

At that time Bushnell, six

f}l'est me and give me strength.i

I remained there upon my face:
until there came the assurance
that he would go with me and
strengthen me for the task, I

Dear reader, T came down
from that room 30 minutes later
as rested ancl‘peacefui as if 1
had risen from a good night's |

miles south, and Prairie Home,“est_ From that Sunday night 1

ta rural chureh, seven miles to,

_the southwest were afternoon
appointments upon the White
cirenit, The Tield was large with
practically no roads as we think
of them today. The work was

(really hard. I used to come;

have never doubted the potency
and power of yearning prayer.
Our year at White was happy
for us, and quite fruitful. May
I speak of the fact, that living
on the hill, on her claim, one
‘mile south of town, lived an es-
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te&med widow; with- her two
children, a daughter and a son,
ijust big children at that time.
‘That lady was Mrs. Carrie E.

temporarily. It was a bad propo;l
sition. But 1 had been longing'

to get into a larger place, so ac-|
cepted the invitation subject, of]

Enmﬁagv}ésp:ani; the night at [Brofdway where we spent a
the hotel¢f The next morningicomfortable night. Qur boy
iwe set ofif again. As we drove 'Robert always had an eve for

‘along we observed that one of the larger things. When he was/*
four horses was showihg signs of%just a child we took him to) .
! ‘lameness. We stopped at Hookerisome functon at State College,]

 Hutchinson, with her two child-{ course, to the sanction of ' the:
ren. Mattie and Howard, the|mishop. ;

latter, the honored editor of our
loeal paper, The Hurley Herald,
Miss Mattie, a few years ago,
marvied a man with a good po-
sition, and later they moved to
North Carolina, where they now
reside. -‘-—SE'}'

Howard grew up, and quite a
ways up, went to Valparaiso
University, where he completed
.a course in Public Speaking and

The conference that fall, 1900
was held in Sioux Falls, presid-;
ed oved by Bishop Merrill, The
' people of White were urging us’
to remain with them another:
year, had invited us to do so.
Sent a long list of petitioners to
the Bishop, Instructed the Pre-
siding Elder to return us to
White, with the promise of an
increase in salary of $100, for

;ang.l had the blacksmith make anjas we were leaving he looked| ®
lexamnation but he located no-lback upon the buldings of that

‘thing Wrong, but pdor oldlinstitution anid said to his

John’s lamencss grew worse. Weimother, “When I get big Pmi -
lexpected all day to reach Yank-:pgoing to that cb‘llege;‘. He never'
‘ton that day, as the next day,could be induced to change his:
was Sunday, and I was announc- imind. When the time camehe.
ed to preach, It was quite Im-jwent to “The Big College” from!
portant that we get there. We |which he graduated in due time, ‘;
drove carefully until reaching Iput that night as we drove inl

e e

journalism, met a beautiful lady,} the next year. ‘ Volin at dark, and they told us)the hack the full length ot!

e et e T2

whom he later married. Return- """t our promise to Dr. Dob-
ing to South Dakota he enteved _,, was out, and we were not
State college and received a inclined to interfere with ]-t'.
B..S. degree. After completing y,orefore when Bishop Menill:
this work he l:'mnched .into the joad the appointments he said !
newspaper business. His good yapkton, J. B. Dibble. 1t wasi
m.other.ls now spending the|.sqily hard to leave White, Mrs.l
twinter in Hurley. Mr. and Mrs.ipjhple’s home was there. But
_Hutchmson rejoice as the proud [for some reasons we tlao}1g'ht it
parents of a fine team of boys [pest, so began our packing for |
of the same age, John andgy; new charge. No big au‘to:
Cii.}l;les. - X ’ltrucks in those days, so we ship-
out _two months be- by freight.

fore conference that yeai"'Dl"F})e’i}\]eyhacl a dviving team an da
J. 0. Dobson, Supt. of the .-Smrclm‘ge‘ capacious spring wagon.
Falls chstr}ct‘ .of our ChUICh"On 4 certain morning Mrs. Dxb—
-wrote me inviting me to accept ble bade her folks an affectmn_i
;he 1péistorlage oittillcio?‘i;g; ﬁz[ate tarewell, and1 \gthl our t;ve(;‘

ankton. I don ‘t aul, we ‘
selected us for that terrific task. -z‘::,;si-of.{zﬁzlz;t;n;n the I'Vlissouri.i
The Yankton church, at ‘th?‘lt [ vemember how highly we en-|
time, was in a terrible turmotl, joyed that trip. The weather
the present pastor had thingsi . pm and ideal. Some way
i L
uit the chure ' : ay we reac -
gevergl other families had qq‘iigﬁﬁjl_r?‘l.,.....y e_reached Len- |

it was 12 miles to Yankton. By
the way! the distance from
Yankton to Volin has always
been a long 12 miles to me,
By this time our horse. could
scarcely hobble, so at the res-
ttaurant where we got supper
Mrs. Dibble and 1 held a coun-
'sell of war and decided that to
drive farther that day would
abuse our poor horse, we did not
know the way, at best it would
require about all night o com-
plete our journey, so we decided
to leave our team in Volin and
go into Yankton upon the train.
So I put the horses in the livery
‘stable with the instruections, to
those in charge, to keep them
there until I should ecall for
them, We got to Yankton upon
ithe G. N. train about ten o’clock
Their depot at that time was.
located on the extreme east end
of Main or Third St. We took a|

Yankton's main street, he said!
with a sigh, “My, but that is a
long Main Street”. Sunday
morning I left the hotel early to
locate the chureh in  which }
was to begin my mnistry that.
day. At a certain intersection
I met a nice looking man going
south while I was headed east.
I saw he was ecairying In his
hands some Methodist Sunday
School periodieals, among them
the popular blue “Quarterly”
which has descended from re-
mote period of the past. I .at.
once knew that man was a
Methodist as no other man
would be eaught upon the street
with his arms full of that litera-
ture. I greeted him telling him
I was looking for the Methodist
church. He said, politely, “I am
on my way there and shall be
elad to help you locate it.” 1

said “My name_is Dibble, T am
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tFE new pastor.” He!said “llnot long, so we piled our stuff

ta-bout for the

ereased thro-out the years. !
loved J. W. Shufelt as I- have
loved but few other men.+After
two years we were moving again
and when I bade him farewell
he wept like a baby. Sunday
proved a good day in the church.
The pcople received us kindly.
Monday Robert and I went to
Volin and drove our team home.
. At Yankton we had but little
country driving and we did not
need our double team. and big
rig I went to an implement
dealer who kept rigs and traded
him our lame horse, spring wag-
on and double harness for a
beautiful = up-to-date  surrey.
Nothing finer on the streets of
Yankton, and a new single har-
ness, My! we surely had a swell
Tig, 3 I

Bro. Lachlan Maclean was our
predecessor, and had been ap-
pointed to Elk Point for the
new year, We found their
“goods” packed but still occupy-
ing the parsonage. Brother
Maeclean was an ardent Republi-
-ean politician, I believe a Presi-
‘dential election was on that
\year, the election taking place
iNov. 2nd. Our predecessor re-
fused to move until after elec-
tion as he would destroy his
iright to vote, But the time was

thought so. My name is Shu-)in with theirs. Unti
. til
felt, J. W. Shufelt, general rous-jtheir goods N

out we simply

h h MEf,hOdlStibatch.(l_ I remember one day:
E ureh De:;“' r?f‘der' t%}ere‘ Homer Shufelt came with a
egan upon t_e .SL] eet COIDEr | young lady to be married. With |
that day an intimacy that in-ja hig dry goods box for a table

[ tied the sacred knot, and the
Jyoung people went forth feeling

that they were truly married,i
sa indeed they were.

The Yankton of 1800 was not
¢t he Yankton of 1935, 1do not
know of another city or town in
our state that has made so much
of an improvement in its ma-
terial and moral character than.
Yankton has. When we went
there in 1900 very much of the
old “River town” atmosphere
whas there. There were 15 open
saloons doing a big business on
the man streets. On TFirst
Street was a row of houses pro-
tected by a high board fence
with sharp spikes at the top,
each of these houses a bad re-
sort. The girl inmates were

paraded up and down the Main !
streets each day, Gambling ran’
riot. ' Gamblers and women
shuttled bach and forth be-
tween Sioux City and Yankton..

There was not much attention
givén to the prevailing vice by
the municipal authorities, Asis
usually true where vice reigns
|p1'actically undisturbed the city
was also run  down materially.!
Things were unkempt and rag-
ged. But in the midst of all
this viee and squaiortthere was
a_multitude of fi=2"Christian)

e i s

e t———— e

fEople, i
as ‘could
These good people in the chur-
ches have prayed, lived, and
voted until a comp
has taken place.

towns of the commonwealth, 1s

one of the most beautiful in
.material things, fine business
-centers and emporiums, heauti-
"ful and well kept homes, great |
'sehools finely equipped, perfect’,
| gtreets, restful parks, and up-to-
vdate churchess housing largel
‘congregations on each Lord’s/

jday. The material and moralL
.character of the fine city has|
lundergone, we say, 2 Eomplete\

i e

'change since 1900, 4 5

Hifferent churches some, but their recital would e
be found any where.: quire tn

family was reposing in the par<]
lete change |sonage We heard
Until today, “Chug;(__:hgggm%_” “upon __the;

Yankton,“one of the Mother ll street, I .
running  in crying out “Come

much space. .

One Sunday afternoon as ouT

a strange:

One of the boys came
quick, it is a horseless ear”
Sure enough it was the ﬁrsfj
automobile any of us had seen.
A little baby buggy affair with
one cylinder, the outfit making
more racket than a freight train
That partieular machine was
owned and operated by Charles.
Edmunds, son of ex-Gov. Ed-
munds, the family orerating #
bank in Yankton. That auto-
mobile was the center of attrac-
tion upon the streets of the city

- . . 4 :
T think Yanlkton is now 93¢ oL} for a long while, and I suspect

some good, wealthy residenter
has a nice little hungalow to

will move in any time. I do not
know another city in our state
where I would as leave spend
my declining years. A
time our parsonage n Yankton
Hwas a comparatively new house,
"and very nice and cozy. It has
since been modernized  and
changed somewhat. .

The Methodists in Yanlkton
have always been

handicapped because of their . .
church that meeting was used some ot1

old and inadequate ¢
! building. B

give away let me know and 1%

somewhat for an &

nltured, . :
thte most beal;t.]i:l ;:51 ;ny time‘ frightened more horses than
cities I Our 5L thad ever been seared in the

1town before.

During this year the Method-
ist churches of the Sioux Falls
distriet purchased the beautiful
park south of Canton,*and es-

t that tablished the Epworth League

Assembly.. . _
“We attended that year and
jcontinued to do so as long as
the chureh maintained services
there After some years the As-
sembly features were abandoned
: nnual campmeeting
jwhich would run ten days In

the « finest evangelistic talent

" Many minoir incidents and 4n the country The grounds are
events transpired while we were still owned by the

‘in Yaniggn that might interest

Methodist
iehureh - RS-
e -




We found our church in
Yankton in very much confu-
sion [ said several families had
left it permanently, and others
temporarvily There was internal
trouble that seemed to thrent-
en the existence of-the church.
A situation that we readily saw
would require much tact and
wisdom to overcome.

One thing Mrs. Dibble, who was
an expert in matters of that

Al
character, and myself agreed we'
must not take sides, nor do any Ywwarmer
thing to widen the breach. ori {amily.

add fuel to the trouble. We did

chliteR and once more became-
active in the work of the king-
dom. .

One of the worst things a
pastor can de is to permit the
“fussing” of the chureh to ef-.
foct his relations with the en-

tire church, There are fussers

But we:
prayed and worked earefully.beautiful

in nearly overy church. Our
first year closed happily with the
wedding of Miss

] Stevens, belonging to one of the

Families that had gone out, but
was now back. We never had
friends than that

Our confercnce that year, 1901

not encourage the chureh PeO” was held in Milbank, Bshop
ple to discuss it in our Presence paeg hrosidng, We borrowed a
I heard Mrs. D. say to one WO,,qy  of the “Dye” man to
man who came to th‘? parsenake g.ive with our horse. This Dye
vailing and - aceusing _Dther. man’s business sign read “We
members of the church, “Please jiiq v Dy and Dye to live”. We

%0 not ta.lkh aE) ou}i; it herc;,, :;3(11'0\!(3 to the parental home of!
do not wis o hear ov kKn N R ity
about it.” The people came to Brother W. P. Slocum, in N. W./

know that the parsonage was Moody county where we substi-
neutral, and personal prejudices St“t?‘l the "Dye” pony for Slo-)
and private ‘fussing” would “uUms horse. We_drove that
receive no response thare, %4 ,?"“31'11007} to Mrs. Dibble's home |

We began carefully and pray-, near White, where we spent the!
erfully to win back to the;'}‘ght- W. P. and [ leaving early
church, those who had gone out.’ for the seat of conference, Mil-
We found that some of the best baunk, where we ;u'rived mid-
people in the church were in afternoon, While quite a group
that group. They had actually. of the ministers were sittng
been wronged by the nastor and about in the hotel, a man came
others. We went to them as and siddled up to the desk and
friends and gained their confi- told the clerk, “I'm a stranger
‘dence, and during the first here and wish to getsmarried,
year all but a meager fow hads can you help me out with a

‘veturned to the fold of the_B."?ﬁChQE?" “Sure tnese fellows

TS

i

" dollar wedding since he came to

! handed me $5.00. When T came

‘are Bll preachers”. 1 happened

to be the closest to the appli-|
eant-and pot there at once.j

“Are you a preacher?” “ Surel”
“What kind of a preacher are
you?’ “A good kind, one of the
best”. “No, no, what church?”
“T am a Methodsit Episcopalian”
“Good, that is just what my
girl and I are . Will you marry
us?” “Sure 1T will. That is just
what I am here for.” We made
the arrangements and in the
porlor of the hoj&gl 1 married
them. .j.') )

_After the cefemony the groom

drove to Mrs, Dibble’s home and:
spent the night with her people:
We had already planned for]

| Mrs, Dibble and the boys to]

make a more extended visit with’
her people. The next mor ing’
Slocum and I left for his home.
where his wife had spent the'
| time. At Slocum’s we traded
|horses again and the Dye pony§
"came hack into service. Upon
‘returning home knowing we
Ineeded a few things in the
home, I took $100 in cash, went
down town and spent the whole
amount in new household eguip-
ment. The people express much

out that whole group of Ic-|joy over our return for the!
cleciastical teasers got. after]second year. And we ‘were never
me to share my fee with them.}more happy than we were over
We bought grapes by the sever-iour appointment. I do not know

| Bishop said
| Dibble,” 1 think I was. never|
1 happier or more hopeful in allt

| morning when Brother Slocum

al baskets, apples almost by the
peck, peaches by the erate
They teased me thro-out the en-
tire conference session. “Say,
did you hear, Dibble had a five]

conference?” That bunch of
greedy preachers munched up
my entire wedding fee before]
conference cloged.

At that conference when the |
appointments were read the
“Yankton, J. B.

my life than 1 was the next

and I started on our return trip.

that I have anything particular-
ly interesting to speak of con-
cerning that year. Dr. Dobson
had served his entire disciplin-
ary period upon the distriet as
Presiding Elder and had heen
succeeded by Dr. J. P. Jenkins.
May .1 say 1 was with Dr. Jenlk-
ins thro that six year term of,
his leadevship of the distriet,
and later, six years with him!
while more recently he gave
another period on this samel
distriet. i

During that year there were
no outstanding events or inci-
dents. It was during that
winter, I think, that our legis-

i

There did not seem to be one

not one appointment in the
whole conference that I would

lature was in session in Pierre.

thing to mar my joy. There was [ At that time our congressional

representatives, . Senators and
Congressmen were elected by

| have traded Yankion for. We
A e A

the, legislature. One afternoon




e heard the most terrifie bed-
lam over the eity. The bands
‘struek up, men were rushing
about shouting at the top of
their wvoices, schools were dis-
missed and the children joined
‘into  the general racket. 1|
hurried down town to find out
what there was to shout over.
I diseovered all this demonstra-
tion because a highly respected
citizen of the community had

posmblhty and probability off
moving had not suggested itself
to us,

About two weeks before our;
confe:ence Dr. Jenkins, Presid-i
ing Elder, was at our place toz
conduct the Ilast Quarterly
Conference of the church year,!
when after supper he said,
“Shall we take a little stroll
together before the meetmg‘?”
As we walked slowly upon the

been elected to congress. Hon.
Robert E. Gamble. One of the
‘cleanest, wisest, most refined
men South Dakota has ever sent
to Washington. Too bad we
have not some more like him,
and sense enough to send them
forth to represent our great
. Commonwealth, Robert  J.:
‘Gamble was an honest Christian
man. We were never ashamed
‘of him while he represented us.:
yx One thing that helped tol
smake our pastorate in Yankten-
p]easant was the fact that my|
‘widowed sister, Mrs, Hattie D.

ton college all the while we liv-
ed in that city. She'was in our
home practieally every day.
She and Mrs, Dibble, Hattie and
Hettie, were a little closer in
their beautiful intimacy than
igisters. They had roomed to-
‘glther while attending State
~college from which both had
~graduated. \

: That year passed away quick-
Jdy as "years” have a. habit of
doing, when one is busy and
‘happy. . The thought of the

4much

iconsidered any move indiffer-!

approachmg conference and thef

street he said kindly, “Brother!
Dibble, how would you Hke to
go  to Parker next year?”
“Brother Nicholls must take a
leave of absence for the sake of
his broken health.” I said "This:
is unexpected by ‘us, 1 st
talk with Mrs. Dibble about it
At that time Parker ranked®
higher than Yankton.}
Mrs. Dibble was not eager to,
move. Their church was com-:
paratively new. Their congre-
Jgations were large. The Sunday~
School, and other church soele~

Tanzy, was matron of the Yank {ties were alive and pros;peung'f
N ) n ; nk-

Finally we decided to accept
Parker and so informed Dr.!
Jenkins, although we were so,
attached to Yankton that we;

ently.

The conference session that!
year was held in Madison,:
Bishop Goodsell, the pnesuhng
officer, When he read the ap-
pointments he said, “Parker, J.;
B. Dibble.” As usual, after the:
more frapile “goods” wevre!
packed—Mrs, - Dibble alwaysi
packed them—she took the boys:

ey e

for a month’s outing at her!

‘side into our train,

hite...When' we wer¢'gation it was shown that in“his;
: Old her I wished herthur ry and eXcitement, he elimb::
to spend a month each year Wlth}ed into the cab, put his engmej
her folks as:long as the oldiin motion, forgot about the C.i
home continued. This she did, lJN 'St, Paul, was putting on hisj «
think without missing a year, “overalls when the crash eame.] .
I left the heavy packing until] Had the engine plowed into onef -
after conference. Packing injof the frail coaches, filled mthf
those days, when we shipped byjpassengers, there must have’
rail freight was much different been a terrible tragedy. It
than it is today, moving by'shows the value of ten seconds:
truck or van. On the way from’ol lime, and 40 feet of space.
Madison to Yankton, I had gone! Yankton was highly favored:
by train, 1 stopped over a (hyrthat vear, having appointed to
for a short visit with my peo-it @ new man from New Jersey,.
One beautiful George  W. Rosenberry, who!

iple in Canton. '
‘sfterncon T went south on th&moved to be one of the best

;C. M. St. Paul train for Yank- 1)1eachers, pastms, adnpmsha-
Lton jtors in our entire  conference.

TIN A wrie (He gave Yankton about eight
As we were passing thro the;years of excellent pastorate.
railroad yards of Hawarden, Later Dr. Rosenberry served a
where the two lines of railroad term as Distriet Superintendent
cross at right angles, an enginesof the Sioux Falls district,
on the G, N. W. R. ran broad-. While serving in this eapa-
knocking city Dr. Rosenberry hecame
the front portion clear over the'enamored with the Florida

i

Cpight of way”, breaking off aleountry, made some quite heavy

"a real mixup. Soon the wreck- purehased

telegraph pole. It happened omiinvestments down there, and
s small trestle, and the Northjalso induced many of his Dakota
Western engine was drawn friends to do the same thing,
thro the trestle. It was surely among them the writer, who
SEVEN  Acres Aaway
ing crew of each road was onidown in the Fort Meyers re-

‘hand clearing up the wreckage, gion, with the Caloosohatchie;

H

but it was about morning be- river, one main outlet of the!

fore our train was cleared and Evelglade section, flowing uponl
jwe got on our way.

‘two sides of his land, and over-

A Northwestern Ffreight had fiowing from one to 100 feetx
stalled a little way west of,deep each year. 2,
Hawarden, and this engine was, Dr, Rosenber ry finally trans-
ordered down to draw them in. fered his Conference / member-
The engineer was ordered tojship to the Methodist Church,
make the trip. In the investi-iSouth, and has held several un-;




Portant charges down there,
Y Tt took me nearly two weeks
to complete our packing before
going to Parker I went to Park-
er by rail for the intervening
Sunday. Saturday when reach-
ing Parker T -decided I would
leave the train Ig-Cog-No-To,
zo to the hotel and eare for my-
self, but as I was about to go

around east of ftl
heard a lady’s voice ecalling

“Brother Dibble, here, Brother
Dibble, you cannot do that way
here, Parker does not do that
way.” It was the cheery voice of
Mrs. C. R. Goff, who in com-
pany with Mrs. Quiggley, and 1
think Mvs. Lukens, had come
down to-meet the new Pastor.
‘T had a slight aequaintance with
these ladies, having met them
several times at the Canton As-
sembly. T was taken to the
Goff home for the week end
period The daughter Bessie was
home in those days. 7 %‘

Of course 1 received beautiful
entertainment the the Goffs, I
have been entertained in that
fine home several times since.

Sunday found a large-crowd q

in the church at all *cervices.
This characterized that church
during our entire five years
pastorate One Sunday morning !

at the regular service hour Mrs.;
Dibble and I counted 33 farm,
teams about the church. SeveralsShep got away, had gone down
large farm families never miss-~ .

John Rundells, the}

ed seivices.
two Bggleston families,
Roberts, the Brookins,
land. several

Ollie
Carters
other large farm|—

dance-,

M day I returned to Yank-{
ton, completed the packing and’
shipping of our goods. Bade.
goodbye to the dear frlends,,
with my faithful horse Dewey!
attached to our surrey, and the;
boy’s big dog on, the seat heside!

H'me, started on the trip to our

new home,  Drove .thro HurleyL
on the way. “Shep” the dog,
Telt very keenly the dignity and
exalted position he occupied on
the seat beside his master, and
as we drove thro the towns he
sat bolt upright and as comman
dogs from about town foliowed
us barking, Shep kept up a
steady “Boo-Boo-Boo”.

May I tell the boys and girls
a story about Shep, After we.
had lived in Parker, the town.
officials passed an ordinance

l

| that any dog found on Main,

street without his owner or

1 guardian would be run in by thel

| marshall and if not called for
by the next morning at d-1y

break, and the payment of al
dollar fee, would be put to
Tdeath, We were ahsent once

for a number of days and got
Earnest Purinton to take care
of Shep. I came home alone,
and quickly Earnest came to our
I place, and told me solemnly that

town the marshall had him and
he was due for execution the

next morning, My first im-
pulse was to let him go. After;

“fhithtul and con- |
stant . in" the:r chulch atten--‘

at night,’ eve "’mme

eard - and saw|

from. the poor fellow all night. :

My -Sympathies warmed up to--are only subterfuges, emetgency

‘_\"_atd him. Just a  dog, you!
know! Ilow could he know his
company was not desirable on
Main street? Before morning
1. had myself .wrought up to 2
high state of sympathy and af-
{fection for Shep. MBoys and
mivls, what do you think I did?
i1 put a dollar in my pocket, got
la- chain and went to the home
‘of the marshall, paid the fine,
rgot the dog, who was happy to
ibe loosed and have the Mastel
“with him, 2

tWe lived in Parker during a
part of the wet period for this
part of the state. Rain, rain

Tt was not unusual for the Ver-
million river to be a vertible
| flood. Several times we saw the
‘entire “Flat” north of Parker
under water, Many land owners
iproceededl to tile their farms at
that time, That period from 1802
to 1907 revea'et what Tuwinm
county might have in the way
of moisture. My memcry is that
the crops were heavy. Crops arve
always good in South Dakota
when we have an abundance of
moisture. I have lived in South
Dakota since 1872 and T am sure
during that time we have not
had a failure when we hal an a-
bundance of moisture. Our alti-
tude is high, and our country is
normally dry. Our natural 1ain-

¢ould “not  get away,.W R. C. and all the govemment

tHe crops;That 'is “out greateést:
Cdifficult,'and N R. A7 AY
iprojects cannot prevent. Theie.
prov;smns, while we wait for
rain. =
Just at this point in my wrlt-
mg, a friend came in and said;]
“Charley Goff is dead.” 1 c:onSld-‘i
erell Charley Goff one of the_
best friends I ever had. C. R
Goff did not make high profés
sions, but he possessed fine con-
vietions and qualities. He loved,
musie and sang all his life, Res
ecently he has heen connected
with a male quartette composed
of ploneer men.

Nearly al the while we were
n the Parker church, My, Goff
was the faithful chorister. Na-

and more rain was the program.!matter what time of the week,!

Mr, Goff never refused to take; |
charge of the music for funer-
als ete. He was a genial, friend-
ly man. I loved him,

I wish to express my sympa-
thies of Sister Goff and Miss

] greatly missed

Bessie. Charley Goff will be
in Parker for
I many years to come.

Thus one by one the peop]e
who built our Commonwealth
are passing on. : \

We made our pastorate in’
Parker strenuous. The church
people.responded heautfully
One thiing characterized™ our
church in Parker during those
days and, that was the fine,
large number of young peoplei
we had during our pastorate

fall'is inadeguate to produec

there. They took a live interest!
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Were loyal to the pastor and his&residén rector; : ng o thelts
; . ‘lprese'nﬁ"?'l‘ecmwi“"'hﬁef we lived!
} During our stay in Parker ﬁ“{‘there +then the German Metho-
nancial conditions were good. giat p’eop'le bad their church and

work,

A large number of Towa farms |opreonage, regular pastor _aﬁd
ers settled about Parker in thosel aintained regular  Services..

h[_dways. “These astute old Iowa; Also the German’ Evangelic:&ls‘

farmers believed Turner count¥iiye Catholies had services, with |
soil equalled their boasted Towai, resident priest, and large con-
dirt, and they could seil their ag-regations. e
lowa farms for from $300 to g, Parker was 2. cityy: of
$500 per acre, and buy Turner ;hyyches and chureh goingpeo-
county land of $100 of less Deryye in those earlier years.
acve. They were deceived into Horse Breaks Loose
thinking our land was as good  While in Parker 1 gerved  the
as the Towa land, which neverygaion Methodist chureh much
was true. But back in the days ;¢ the time. One Sunday after-
of which we are thinking now, yoon 1 took Dr. Jenkins over
many who have become the lead~ tpore for service. 1 had just
ing and most substantial citizens youeht a new horse from
of ths section came here under jonas Jones of “Jones he pfyi
th;{. ’ibove,fczgc_htsonséople ‘w'erelthe freight” rinown. ;E‘m& tdw.e
- Many o ese P "Cgrip I had borrowe udg
loyal Methodists and found their ?;363, fine top bugay. Atl
‘way at once to the erurch of e ion we tied our horse at a
‘their choice, while many otherSi ¢ just west of the ehurch. ‘
jwent into th?t()the%ih!l:;hef (;k That day there was dno ch(;;r,\
‘the community. r nor any one to conduct tne
[ime all the Ch.“mhes dOf Parlilzsinging. If prizes had been Ofi
were keenly _alwe a:n - ;]ng_ . Lfered to the pom:*est leaders o
sive. A leading Par ker ﬁtweaé song I think Jenkins and I would
Judge qones, Sa.ld n “pu 1; e{have earried off the blue ribbeons
2 cf’;t%m funfc.tl_on, feellii.gt :::dll was sur_eJhow?ve{’, t.‘ns.ti 1 hsig
‘cou e as Ine i3 o, J. a little, as 1 cou
fellowship between tl:ne lawyers’,g;n(:; :ilme' while he—Oh ’well,
of the town as there 1sbbetwft=iir; ot bygones be pygones! ‘That
‘the prachers 1t would be a | day we announced a hymn, we
thing.” Patterson of the Bap-! 1y new but none of us could
tist church, Rider of the Presby- sing.
terian church, and Dibble of the ™ 1" 1q go as far as 1 could,
Methodist ?h}:_’mh made a bar- when Jenkins would b;facll;, in
monious trimty. hen Jenkins. And we
Beside these leading churcl}es ziin Il;e'i‘;r::e o5 follows . beat,
the Episcopal brethern meifcl e ongled, punched,  maltreated]

s ety i

S g T i+ 6

fo

iheicould do perfectly.
Imissed the service, went out to
jcome home, but behold our
{horse‘andj rig were gone. 1
{found him later not far off,
‘helping himself at the haystack

I said  incidentally “I think he
broke loose while we were sing-;
E:fng the first hymn.” “When Dr.
Jenkins replied” I do not blame
him.” .

. We had several real religious
\jrevivals‘xi'rhile we were in Par-
\ker, - The churech maintained a

1

: . lthe gentle flutter
iof a resident. On our way homel‘j'.[t was the Stork who said T

1yonr home and hearts, Rear hir‘!‘f
1

;preached,’ that was. one thing lin our home. "It was on.a

August 7, 1904
bells had rung for the evemng

assembling, when there ' came
of WIingss

have brought another boy {0

cavefully and make a good man
of him.” We accepted grate-
|fully the sacred -charge. We.
christened that boy Clifford Ei
Dibble, which name he has
borne with dignity and honor,
ever since. He is now a man!

'good degree of Spiritual life and
;activity.

. Tive years were considered
‘the pastoral limit of time then.
" The people had voluntarily
‘raised our salary twice. ‘When
'we went there the church was
‘giving $900 without house, af-

married a beautiful Southern '
jady. For years Clifford has,
worked for the Northrup-Kingi
Seed Co. They keep him
traveling in Kansas and Texas.!
He perefers his Texas territory.'
He makes his home, when he!

ter two years the salary was

‘be returned. 2ot

to*conference Dr, Jenkins
once told us the way was open

$1000 and
cared to do so.
“you will receive the

parsonage

same

and will raise that chureh to
$1000.” We decided at once to
|remain in Parker. . . -

raised to $300 with house, at the'
close of the third year it waslaway down upon the Oklahoma
voted to pay $1000 and house; .
the next year in case we should The conference session, 1807,

g
When Mrs. Dibble ‘and 1 wentiBishop McDowell presiding. We
at|had had five years of strenuous

foi us to go to Madison for|thought the time had come to
if we!lmove.

But he said|
'Parker long enough. Dr. Jen-!
salary if you return to Parker,ikins insisted we might remain;

can be at home, with Irene’s
people, Boswell, Oklahoma,:

and Texas border.
with

was held in  Vermillion,

but happy years in Parker, and

I am sure we had remained in

longer, ' He told me Sunday)
morning of the conference “Ij

iknow no reason to prevent you
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returning: for another year.”
but I'understood the situation
better than he did. T have al-
ways thought it would have
been fatal for us to have re-
turned the next vear, so in-
isted upon a change. Dr. Jen-
‘kins had no charge in the class
twith Parker open that year. He
‘had completed his term upon
i"_the district and must accept 2
ichange. A good place had been
tarranged for us upon this dis-
tyiet, but to open Watertown i
“and provide for Dr. Jenkins oury
‘place was filled. But we were|
l'not' neglected. Two very fine)
places opened to us and left for)
our choice. G. F. Hopkins, one
of our best friends, was Supt.
of the Aberdeen district, and all
through the conference session
urged us to . accept Groton,
which was a strong point, pay-
ing $1000and house. Dr. W. L
Graham was Supt. of the Water-
town district and had Clark
‘open on his hands, which paid
the same as Groton. From the
first our inclinations wene in
favor of Clark. Clark was a live
county seat. Their property
was comparative\y’ new., S0,
finally we chose Clark. I al-
ways appreciated the fact that
we might have gone to Groton.
“When Bishop McDowell read
the appointments he said

‘qp for a few

wrere mostly cultured and V\{i(}?-!
awake. R

We received a most gracious
reception by the people.  The
largest congregations of my:
minigtry, I think, greeted us all
through our three years pastor-
ate in Clark, As 1 remember
the crop conditions were fair
while we were there, One fall,
I think it was either 1907 or!
1908, there was @& financial tie-.
weeks. The banks
would only pay out ten dollars
at a time, or any day. But that
was a mere flurry and soon
passed away. Clark is situated.
in a fine and normally rieh,
section of the state. I am told}
that section has been hard “hit”;
during the past few years, but
<o has Turner and all other:
counties of South Dakota Up
in the north western part of.
the county, in the Coteau region,
were some fine cattle ranches.’
My. Vid Jones and his sons had-
nearly a township filled with
fine cattle. WhenJones and
sons shipped, it was 'not by a,
carload or two, but whole train
loads. Sometimes two train-
londs. Mrs. Vid Jones and her
sons’ families were connected
with our church and were liber-
al supporters of it.

We enjoyed Clark for one
reason, because it .was a fine

sClark, J. B. Dibble” £/ 2.

"We had one of the most
beautiful pastorates in Clark,
‘Cxlark we found fo be a high

grade, substantial ~prosperous

wedding center for the Method-
ist preacher. Our parsonage
was within one block of the
courthouse, on the main street
to the county capital, The

litle city. The people of Clark

1105

| other preachers lived at a dis:|

e
B

oo Tt

) s the R. R. and were
not: a esible as the Method-
rlst'_.p;a_'spor‘; + Btrangers would gol]
gft:o ;j:he'; cqur__b_'house. secure their|]
Hicense. and drop into our con-
{Venient parsonage for the cere-

Plateau stretching away' Off
south of Raymond as far as one
can see. The immediate portion
of it, south of Raymond is; 0
| gan township of Clark ecou t%
That whole section had bee

e : €1
{mony.' One Fourth of July, 9'lsettled and opened at an earlie
‘A .M. we hacl‘ a wedding forlperiod, but crops failed year
which we received a §10 fee. s

! after year, until nearly all the
At high noon that same day I settlers had lost heart - ar_fdi
had anot}}er'we.i(img for whieh! gourage and had abandonéd
;i was paid another $10 fee,"their homes, and returned cish]
that afternoon at 4 P, M. I had‘Land had no value. An’ old!
another wedding for which Iitimer related this experience tol
was given $10 as a fee. That, me. A neighbor had been Hve
;vas not all-at two of these ing upon a tree claim in this
unctions, Mrs. Dibble and I'community, but wished to move
were guests at great wedding? tp a homestead he had secured'
I;easts, morning and afternoon. a little farther west, and came
Soveral times I had two fiveito the neighbor, who told the
dollar weddings in  a day{story, and engaged him to help
WeddEngS were about as com- him move, and said “Loy payr.ﬁ
mon in those days, there, as will either give you the deed of
snow birds are here now.(;f’i lthis tree claim, or$d-in cashi?
\ I believe there were quitey The man said he told him “1
t;ng iﬂﬁrlods f"’h_‘le we Were hink the four dollars will do
ere that our income from pe more good than the tree
Iglarnages would have providet iiaim” Ll
or our needs. But we werell ’ :
s - Now, to be brief, that whole
%alg a gi(:)fqd‘ f’il.ary promptly Megutiful  valley was laying

ad an s -
ed af?: Ohmla oard that look 1there abandoned until about the
er the needs of the church time we went to Clark' in 1907,

‘quite -faithfully. °
> qhe Logan Community Just a few gcattered farms ha‘_.mt‘iK
bheen kept ub. I remember

! Those 'of you who are famil-' ) A
iar with that region know that that before this time in passing;
At i hro there upon the high

Clark is situated on the east: a way" |
side of the little rangze Oflbechme enamored with a cer-

| Coteaus ‘which mark the east- tain quarter section adjoining
the highway, one of the most

tern boundary of the James riverl X e

Ivalley. You also remember that beautiful quarter sections 1
'as you pass through the Cot- think that I have seen 1n our
‘esus going west there is spread state, as level as a floot, not oné
{pefore you =2 mest beautifu! rise_or depression upon i T
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‘good preachers lost all

am sure -a 'Jack-rabbit could
have been seen any wheré upon
it; from any part of it, but for
erop production the whole
tract, with its rich seil had not
been worth five dollars,

But, behold a wonderful
thange hag come! For two or
three years the farmers of that

‘vegion have proven that, with

enough moisture, Logan town-
ship will grow abundant crops,
and a boom, the most wonderful
J50oom 1 ever saw, was soon on!

Logan land doubled, trebled in
Men would buy a farmiong 1ema1n _with those people.

value.
in the morning, sell it during

the afternoon and make $500, ¢

$1000 or even more in the turn--

over. There had been started a
movement from the Des Moines
section of Iowa, to the Logan
loeality. Those people wmostly
had money. That beautiful
valley attracted them. Men

‘were buying and selling con-

stantly. The boom was the
chief object of interest. Real
estate firms hired men to meet
the trains and solicit who ever
might get off. People came hy
the dozen. &y

Many of these Tew comers

‘from lowa were devoted Meth-

odists, in fact there were many
Des Moines’ Conference minis-
ters who came also. They had
succeeded in saving $200 or
more and saw here a fine chanece
for investment. Some of these
their;
money in their speculations and

TThat boom’ condition continn
ed until the whole: valley \was
practically bought and settled,
and the eclick of the farmers
machines, and the hammer of
the builder’s hammer, and the
stir and sound of life, were
heard all over Logan township.

14

their religion, also.

gave the church an acre from

There was still a sound that
those Christian people Ionged
for, that was not being heard
thro-out that beautiful wvalley,
the sound of sacred song, the
‘voice of the gospel and worship.
‘But that condition eould not

One day a group- of Logan men
came te our home and said they
had decided they must have
preaching services in their com-’
munity,

They already had a Sundayi
School organized, which met'
each Sunday afternoon in the:
Smith school house, but wanted
preaching also. Would I take
on that plaee as a regular ap-
pointment. I ac(.epted the
gracious call and it was arrang-
ed that I should begin my worlk,
with them the following Sunday
afternoon.

It was nine miles from Clark
to Logan. I always greatly en-
joyed going out there, I think
that was one of the finest
country neighborhoods I have
ever worked in. Logan became
a regular part of the Clark!
charge. The last summer I was”
there, we decided to build a!
church out there. A farmer

© e i R P i T R

1vital, prominent men in the af-

{hiS¥arm. The people came and
tdug the.excavation for the base-
Jment., . §4

When‘_{w—ve left about Nov. 1st
the building was inclosed, and
the worls was pushed to com-
pletion . and dedication. They
now have one of the finest
rural plants in our conference,

was pastor. Mr. and Mrs. Elrod]
thad been members of out]
tchurch  from its beginning,
'Judge Sherwood was a Unitars
:ian. He and ¥ did not atways§
agree theologically, but got
along finely. He was one of the’
finest, most interesting Sunday
School teachers I have _ever;

Two years ago I received a fine
letter from the people there,
urging me to go up and Daltl-'
cipate with them in celebiatmn!

were planhing. I thought,
however, that it was too far to
go. I am sure no other charch
in-our conference has heen a
greater delight and blessing to
its community than that little
rural chureh has been to Logan
township, We have been asked
many times “What is home
without. 2 mother?” A poor, cold
lonesome place. May we ask
the question, “what is a com-
munity, without a church?”
A poor, lonely place, indeed.

~ Clark has been rich in the
several prominent people who
were pioneers there, and have
lived there since. TFor instance,
Ex-Gov. Samuel Elrod, and Ex-
Supreme Judge Carl G. Sher-
wood. There have been no more

fairs of our state than these
two men, Sam Elrod and Judge
Sherwood. Living on opposite
gside of the street in thelr fine
homes in Clark.

- These men were both official

of an anniversary project they)
- people residing there, of whom

llmmwn One difficulty in the,
S. S. in our chureh was the fact
that everybody wanted to be in
the Judge's class.

There were other prominent

we eannot speak here.
Tabernacle Meetings

‘The three Protestant churches
of the city, the Norwegian Lu-
theran, Congregational, and the
Methodist, decided to cmploy
an evangelistic group, build a
tabernacle and conduct &
month’s series of meetings.
The Johnson party of evangel-
ists was engaged, Including
the singer and Mrs. Johnson

there were about six in the
party, as 1 remember, A large
open space near the depot.

There was some objection to the
project. Some vproud peopleﬂ
thot it was a reflection on the"j
character of the town, while;
some nominal, warldly church
members tock it as a personal
affront. But mostly the people
were sympathetic.  And with
Ex-Gov. Elrod and Judge Sher-
wood both on the managing'
staff, the more thotful people
were bound to have some re-

members of our church when 1

spect for the project. Of course




it was_quité an expensive enter-|
prise. I remember the meetings
cost our church, as their share,
‘an amount equal to our entire
church budget for the year, in-
cluding Pastor's salary and the:
total cost of the church axpens-
es. Many interesting incidents
: took place during the meetings. |

May T mention one that might
interest the readers. ¢,/ (.

I think it was about the
third week of the meetings that ]
public announcement was made,
that a three day sport event
with horse racing as the chief}
attraction would be put on the;
next week., We had inside in-‘;
formation that that was beings
done to interfere with the meet-,
ings. We plead with the pro-
motors to wait.a few days un-_(
til our tabeirnacle work should®
close. They would not listen,?
they would show us who had
the people of Clark, By the way!
we had had great crowds in'
every service,

That night in the serviee the
evangelist talked to us. He
said we must not permit that
hidious thing to happen. 0Of
course we could not use violence
to prevent it, we were Christ-]
ians, and must econduct our-’
selves in a Christian spirit, But
he urged all Christians to pray:
that it might not be. And we]
did pray and exhort the pro-
motors of the sport, but the
last night before the day when
he celebration was to begin, it
idid not, Jook good. It looked
:ag if the united prayers of all

thé Christian people in the coms
munity would be defeated:
Johnson said they would not;
that God would intervene in;
some way., Some of us prayed
nearly all night, some all night,]
I arose early, and saw the cele-:
brators already ' coming into’
town. When about eight o’clock.
gome of the most terrible things:
began to manifest “Thémiselves
in the sky and the elements, I:
never before nor sinee beheld
such black phreatening clouds.
The lghtenings were frightful,
the almost constant thunderings
seemed to rock the earth. It
poured down hail, then floods of;
vain. I have never seen such anj
hour. Dear reader, think what]|
you will, Almighty God was]
fighting the devil that day, f

After the terrible storm I
went down town. One man was
working at his cess pool, he
was panic stricken. He said “Oh’
Mr, Dibble what can we do?,
Our cess pool has broken into,
our basement”. A hundred ter-’
ribie things took place during]
that horrible hour. When I gotg
upon the strect I saw it was not
safe to be on the street as aj
large element of hoodlums
seemed to think we church peo-!
ple had defeated them. Their
race track was under water, the
ball park was a lake. The,
sports never came off. I sincere-,
ly believe that the promotors
would not Have dared under-.
taken it again. They felt the!
supernatural presence and pow-)
er_that day. Some people had]

a

ﬁmi&i’i“ﬁ*hﬁ? o%town for thelgf¥te our quartette of fine bq;{g;]
sports before ‘the storm. - Asigq will accept. this new respon-
‘thére ;were no amusements they| sibility,” He, the last son, we|
did the next best. thing and .,)lad Rolland Asa Dibble. He,
came to the tabernacle services.yaq grown to a fine manhood,.
The devil did not try again t0 has a beautiful christian wife,
interrupt the effort. &/ 77 - Margaret, and two fine boys,
- The last night of the meet-\y, 1" 214 Joel, For several years,
"ings. when the finance comm‘t’:Rolland has held a responsible%
tee reported, it was disc(""'ered!position in the office of the
that money sufficient to DAY |Ngthern-States Power Co., at
every cent of obligation was 1n Sioux F.aHS.

hand. with a fine large surplus. Beaten to Forty Dollars
[What shall be done with thej One Easter season, while we'
! H . t
surplus? Finally Dr. Johnsons 05 orark, we put forth a
told of the fine Bible school to special effort to raise the benev-
gbe held in “the First BaptlStLolent funds for the year. We
ichurch of Minneapolis, Dr. W. Ytried to arouse an interest in

B. Riley's church, Part of these s s ‘\ye put on several new |

imeetings would be held gtLElx- stunts of a money raising na-
;ce’isxor, on the shol‘es' of : f“e “ture. Among other things, I se-
iMinnetonlfa,. a few _mxles from, cured a beautiful sitk banner.
'{Minneapohs. Wm.]ld it not be & There were two classes, one of
ifine thing to give the three boys, the other of girls, of the

. i r
ipastors a vacation and let tham.same age, from ten to twelve

‘ i ing. ¥ el
iftttend this meeting EV&I:{ onelly.. e old.
in that vast happy throng vot-
13'3(1 “Yes.” Thus it was armngc_d(class which secured the largest
‘and thus later we three pastoxs[ amount by Easter should have
went. - for ear, Here is
The chief event to us in Clark;:};ﬁﬂza:;:gljol?; :al}]’m in with me
‘oceurred in the first Decembers 5 T told them also, that I
‘we were the;,e. Dect;.mber llfthnwoul'd match dollars with the
1907, when the stork came for yictorious elass.
the 'fourth time and flew into. Do you know, reader,. what
our hop 1e“w1th a sacrei b.urgzn_'_those two groups of kiddies did?
rand said, “I ha.x{g ;ano_t il_ cteii'They got busy, there were about
for you. As I m\ef ]ln.s' u:)lder‘a dozen in each e¢lass. A red hot
you in the cgse f)ﬂ ffsn » We rivalry sprang up among them.
br_o thers, so do with 1L One day we would hear that the
}‘said,. “.Old Stork, ?}.1‘81’1{; y:hu thoys were ahead, the next day
rstancing We ate HLapuy ;

I told the children that the




Everybody in'the ehurch and
many outside became interested
in the contest, and the preacher
was very much interested, Those
kiddies went to everybody for
contributions, and got them too,

When the final report was
made on Easter morning, it was
found that the boys had won by
a narrow margin. But, the poor
preacher was he happy in the re-
sult? Those two elasses of bovs
and girls brought in nearly $70,

preacher had to pay. The leaders

Frank Harris the 8. 8. Supt. said
to the pastor, “Brother Dibble,

I was dealing with boys and
girls, 1t would not do for me to
break down on my own uffer,

much more than Mrs, Dibhle’
and I would have piven. But
brother Harris tried in szeveral
ways to compensate me, but I,
kept even with him. One Mon-
day morning I was hanging the

'S, S. Supt. ete, you will find

man in your church that Tmight
see,” “Oh, yes,” I replied “there
is brother Prank IHarris, one of
our leading men in the church,

him a good man to deal with”" |
told him where he would prob-
ably be found. He left and 1
soon forgot the incidens. DBut
some days later as T was passing
‘brother Harris® office on mailn

you must not pay it.” But T
steadfastly insisted and paid it5

ks
In fact the amount was not

istreet, he called me in, and

;ihanded me a personal cheek for
not counting the $37 that the ;!jﬂ,?»'l()_ I said, “What is this for?”
I He said, “IFor that bit of busi-!

in the chureh, with hrotheriness you did for us.” “What bus-!

iness? 1 asked. He then remind-!
ed ‘me of the man of whom T,

just mentioned, whom I had di-’
rected to Harris and Sharp’s of-}

Jfice, T said, “Do you think Ij’

must be paid for directing al
man to your office?’ He replied‘
that the $40 was the regular fee1
for that type of service. Then"
he said, "We sold that man a'
farm and made $1,000. This
is strictly business, that is your'
commission.” T quickly thought

¢if Harris and Sharp had made]

family wash on the line when a

and asked, “Is this the Metho-
dist pastor?” ( o

“Yes sir,” 1 at{fswel red. He gave
me his name and said, “I am a
mernber of the Des Moines con-'
ference. We have a little money
and thot we might invest in Lo-
gan Township land. I was to

)

$1,000 off that poor Methodist;

fine looking man approached ;mir}ister,_ I might as well havel
'a bit of it. But here lies the an-;’

imus of the whole thing. As II
was leaving the office, Harris|
gaid, "That will square you with’
the $37 the kiddies. dug out of
you, will it not?” That was
I'rank Harris® was of paying

Fme back.

meet the land apgent, A. M.°
Molesworth today, but they tell
me he is out of town, Have you

Besides the more material e

Ivents of our Clark and Logan'

bastorate, I must say that our!

some  good reiiable real estate

work there was characterized by |

en sim

several "giacions.roevivals, maﬂ}'i’f'ﬁ-"r five failed ‘there.iAs's
sinners were converted and thelas our people could’ straighton
christian peeple were greatly lmatters out, a fine reqxtkn f.’?g
revived in their religious exper- was purchased for a p.n'son
iences. &f(« ‘and a fine new church erec
We had Avorked very hard, ’The leadership of this wor
ant at the end of three 3mlscleatmatmn had been entrustes
felt that we should bave aitoan efficient man with the as-i
change. ;surance he should be released]
The conference that year was as goon as .Lhe task was complat
held at Mitchell, presided over |ed. That time had come. Ths;.i
by Bishop Nuelsen. We were ap-3 church was to be de-drcated the;
pointed to Howard. Certain un- next;.Sunday, the Bishop musg‘g
fortunate conditions, for which jappeint some man as pastor)
the chureh people in Howar: 1 lwould we accept? T said, “Yes ™ i
with the exception of two o-” to the good \Bishop, and we be-‘
three official members, werd! gan packing at once, and withe
4ot to blame, made the appoint-t ina wee_k Robert and_Paul were
ment intolerable. You, ieader, entered_ in the. Plaim{mw school,
would not be interested in thejbMrs. Dibble with Clifford and
detail of it. Rolland had gon!:a.to her hame
During th.e winter, one day, for a few days \:ISIt. We were
while 1 was alone in the house,|lEVer more graciously received.
{ answered the call of the tele-f Within a few days Mrs. Dib-
nhone. A cheery voice said.jble and the younger boys came,
“This is Bishop Nuelsen speak- but Clifford was not feeling we?!.,
ing, brother Dibble, Will you He had been sick upon the train!
transfer to the North Nebraska|and grew so much worse, that
Conference and come at oncz tefwe c.alie‘d the Dr. who pronounc-
the pastorate of the church ir|ed his ailment Scarlet Fever. We
Plainview?’ Then he proceeded|must straightway be placed un-

‘to explain conditions in Plain- d.er quarantine, x‘vhich at t.]mt.
view. They bad a strong activejtime extended for {full thirty
chureh organization there. days for each case. We lustled

'he church had met with » ‘about. Directly across the way,
terrible calamity. Because of Wds the large Baptist parsonage

. occuyxed solely bv Mr. Patter-
or- .
along *temper, son, the backe'or pastor. We se-

their activities ;
ance lines, the liquor people ha ' se-
burnel the entire Methodist! cuied a couple of rooms from

1 1 1 parsonage., him, and Roebert and Paul and 1
ploperty ({lmlt(;ll anh(acll‘t“ed al-: moved in. Mrs, Dibble remamed
Undot;utcc ytheeyCongmgqtlon'ﬂf‘ alone in tte ravsonage with the
5(})1 o }:m: the same time, but: sick boy and his younger broth-
lchurch at the same _ 1 1-




%&“‘W’""«?I‘ha condition ‘contintied:f o¥i¥§ go to Hawarden; Towa, meet a,
.35 full days.. It was Febrvary manufacturer of blocks and in-
fwhen we moved to Plainview.'yestigate, This I did, and a con- |
{That country has light so1l. The ¢ract was given this man to
5H'o]lowing summer was, oh, $¢ manufacture the material for us. l
-hot, hot, scorching south winds'He took our plans and made thel
prevailed all summer. We nearly pioeks for the building, the ma-'
perished from the terrific heat-gons placing each block as-a part -
and hot winds. Ko 1f a machine might be placed in

The North Nelraka confer-ssetting it up. 4
ence was held in Omaha that The body of the house was:
fall, with Bishop Nuelsen, 1,built of these blocks, the four
think, presiding. We were ap- gables were built of briek, and
pointed, per cxpectation, to the roof covered with black
Plainview. That winter, with glate shinges, all of which made
brother Slocum assisting we ha''y most attractive appearance.
lone of the most gracious and The house was completely mod-

Feautiful revivals we ever hadigrn in every respect. The lower
{Theie were many Leautifulyooms were finished in oa'k and

things which occusred in thosemaple. This has been considered

meetings. 1..icr I a sisted broth-one of the finest and. most cormn-
‘er Slocum in bhis church at Ash-fortable personages In our con-1
land, Nevrusta  ~ - lference. !
" Now I must confess to a per- Tyndall, at that time, was.
sonal weakness, I became home- commerecially, one of the most.
siek for the brethern of the Da- stirring towns of its size in the!
kota Conference, and decided to state. It was situated in one of-
return to this conference upon the richest and most fertile sec-|
opporeunity. There came an  o-tions of the state.

pening in Tyndall, Dr. Wil That was a busy summer for
Shepherd, the Distriet Superin-yg We lived in an unsued room’
tendent, urged us to aceept the iy ghe church. We enjoyed our’
pastorate. Said the church wasgork there very much, but when -
ready to build a much needed Fa)] came, and work on the new!
parsonage, and he felt sure Wwehuiding was eompeted, we did
could put it over. So we camepgy care to stay longer, and the
back tor Tyndall in the earlyhegple did not manifest much
Spring. We soon had. the newgpthusiasm over our returm, 0
personage project under way.ig was decided between the ap-
Our Tyndall property was withinpginting authorities and  our-
‘the “Fire Limits” and framegejyes that we should be given a
:Euildings were prohibited. Weghange.

decided to build of concrete . eonference that year con-

blogks. The church delegated M yened in Yankton, with Bishon

T R Xt e s g g
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x Fallg:
ier'C,'W. Rosenbérry superinten-
‘dent. He welcomed us at onee,
‘and offered the East-Side church
in' Sioux Falls, We readily as-
¢epted, and was thus appointed,
This was a hard situation, but
we got thro with it harmonious-
ly. I shall not bore the reader
with a review of the conditions
in that church at that time. |

ing was badly needed, and be-
jgan to agitate to that end. The
people were not ready. The
chureh was so split and divided
that it was difficult to get u-
nited action on any project. Fi-
nally, after much effort, I got
the official board to vote to
build, after we had seeured $7000
in good pledges. We had an ar-
chitect plan us the building that
now stands upon Van Eps Ave-
nue and 7th Street. I began the
canvas for funds at onee, and
worked all summer upen them,

iding.” We wished, _‘?f,.;.'i‘“ﬁ.‘a.t"?éaf’é;:'ébnfe}e_nc ion
gt back on thelwas held at Redfield,’ Bishop
district, with Broth-{Luccock, again in charge. When
he read the appointments, he
said; “Beresford, J. B. Dibblell,

"1 conceived that a new build-|

T

‘sess

SRR

That made us happy ‘again:
Beresford was a fine, live-wire
little city. They had about the
keenest, most wide-awake lot of
business men I have met. The;
people of Beresford, like those

of Arlington, gave the church]’

a prominent place in their lives
and interests. We found thei
church spiritually and in every!
other way moving finely, Theref
were about twenty consecreated)
men active in the church, Their:
property was old and. badly run '
down. My predecesor had tried
to induce them to enter upon a.
double project at once, chureh
and parsonage, but they thc)!:i
they should not underiake so.
much, but told him, they were
ready to launch either the
church or parsonage, When we.
began our work the men of the
official board told me they were,

.until as conference approached, ready to begin the work of build-!
‘1 had just about secured the a-'ing either a church or a parson-|
smount desired, but the situa- age, and I might decide which.;
"tion *did not look good to me, I.I thought the church was more
‘was nearly dead from the work needed than the parsonage. They
{of the summer, and the peaple accepted my judgment in the
were so indifferent, T felt that'matter and we began at onceto
I did not care to go forward:iorganize for the new project. 1
with the project. ! ihad scarcely ever worked with a

Dr, Rosenberry wis’kind and.more heoric group of people.
appreciative and told Mrs. Dib-:Several gave $1,000. toward the
ble and myself that he had a building. About fifteen went to
dead sure enterprise for us for the bank and signed personal

the next year, notes for $500. each, and our

Z"'
b
i



fectitractor and T workmen  Were| giistord) Bishop® Mitchell this!
:Pa‘d each,Saturday:irg_lghfc. <~ Ylread the appointment; Alpena, .
'We have not the time, and the|J. B, Dibble, ' BRRTR

reader woud not care to knoW! hen we went to Alpena in

W _défi":‘th;at the church slumped | pn
and: lost-her: spiritual place and iy .40

_of all the incidents that tran-jgetoher 1917, the war was on in;

‘spired during _the summer of
1914, while that beautiful build-
ing was in progress. On the 29th
day of November, Bishop Lue-
cock dedicated the fine strue-
ture to the service of the Lord.
It stands as one of the finest
church buildings in the North-
west. & .

1 had the privilege or remain-
ing pastor of that field three
years after the structure was
built. About two years after we
left, a movement for the erec-
tion .of a new parsonage began.
Under the direction of Brother
W. P. Slocum, this was duly com-
pleted, a $10,000, building, giv-
ing Beresford one of the finest
church plants in our conference.
I was pastor in Beresford four
years,

The conference sesston of 1917
the year we closed our ministry
in Beresford, was held in Pierre
with Bishop Mitchell the presid-
ing officer, We had received
$1200. and house as our salary
in Beresford. At once upon
reaching the seat of conference,
Dr. J. 8. Harkness, superinten-
dent of the Mitchell district,
asked me if T would accept a
$1500 church upon his distriet.

made it was decided that we
should go to Alpena, for $300
more_salary than we received at

After some inquiries had beenihated. Neighbor became arrayed
against neighbor,

all its hellish fury. Thousands of:
the boys were at the front, many"i
of them knee deep in the mire!
of the trenches. Many had al-!
ready paid the supreme priee
with their lives. Other thousands
were on the broad seas where
lurked unseen dangers and
death. Tens of thousands were
in the encampments, being.
trained for their part in the
horrible conflict. But, every-
where, war, war, war, held the
center of the nations thought;
and aectivity, When I think'
of those days my blood
runs cold, To me, the cause of]
our present diffieulty centers|
in that brutal, eruel black hoto-!
caust of destruction. The churchi
was sold out to it, No doubt we-
preachers imbibed lieing propa-.
ganda, and innocently, fed it to!
our people fram the sacred desl
in the name of Christ and Pa-;
iriotism. .
“Alpena was a German com-
munity. There may have been a
little disloyolty there, but some
of the choicest christian people
were some of those people with
German blood cowrsing thru|
their veins. To be a German was
to be suspected, suspicioned and

I zaw kindly
old men insulted with impunity,”

by hoodlums. I do not dare per-

r
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power during those black days,¢ During the spring.c
when hatred sat on the throne church thro-out . the® eountry:
and ruled the thought angd pas- interests of the church. The
b L pas- .
‘sions of our people. 5
* Barly in the war I enlisted as Gnterests of the church. Te pas-
ia “Minute Man,” :

]

raise money for the benevolent

I preacheditors were instructed:where o
what the War Department badejfolks prefered to- give Liberty=
me. I have-in my tin hox as finehonds to cash to accept themy
a discharge from the War De-In our campaign in ~Alpena I
partment as any man who partie:found that the people were in-;
ipated in the service, possesses.'clined to withhold their cash
President ‘Wilson kept us outbut were liberal with their
of the war during his first termbonds. In our church we had a
and we honored him with a sce-gplendid, /simple, old couple
ond term because of it, and inwho were quite wealthy. They;
just one month after his seecondinoved from one "bit of their!
Linauguration, without any moreproperty to another, and I eall-;
provocation than there had been'ed upon them just as they had!
for months, he declared war almoved, they were not settled!
gainst Germany and plunged usyet, '"They received me graci-
into the terrible confliet. Ondgyusly, and when I made my!
cannot but wonder what the outieyrand known, the old gentle-i
come would have been if we hadinan said “Mr. Dibble, we real-
steadfastly remained at homﬁlly have but little eash at our’
and attended to our own busi-disposal -now, but we will give
ness? We cannot believe thathoy $25” Then 1 reminded
the dire ealamities we were toldthem that they might give a
and made to believe, would tran-jiberty bond if they prei’ered.'i
spire, would have been reaized, 'He sajd “Will you take a Liberty,
Our people responded noblyhond?” “Yes” “Well, he said
and self saerificingly to all thel_"we will give you your choice’
calls made by the governmentjetween $25 in cash or a $500!
We gave our boys freely, wehond.” 1 said “We will take the
gave our provisions gladly. Qurhond.” o
people did all in their power to Phey seemed g'reatb‘! relieved
feed the greedy maw of warl p.. T chose the 8500 bond in-
No battles were fought on otlfstencl of %25 in c¢ash, He said
soil; but the war left its blackito the old lady “Ma, give Mr.

i
H

withering trail across our failDibble that $500 bond”. The
i.]ﬂn_.ﬁ_ .ill eyery direction am_l ?DDﬂigood woman began clawu‘lg ‘the




oA papers’ and “ribbish over,
that had accumulated upon the
table in moving. She discover-
ed two or three bonds of larg-
‘er value before she found ours.
Finally she handed me the bond
for which they had given $500
in eash. My point is, they plac-
_efl no value on the bonds. Just
rubbish to them. After I had
secured our, bond, I preached
the good, simple old folks a

spring '1 1ece1ved $2500, mostly
from bonds, .

The two years we were in
Alpena were wet years.” Floods
of water all over that section, as
the result, there were imimense
Crops.

Because of the gear city of
laborers the preachers were ask-
ed to assist where needed. T
shocked grain for one farmer.
I can remember yet, those great

sermon, I told them “You must
‘not throw your bonds about
after this fashion. They have
‘or will have a cash value. The
government will redeem them
‘some day. They are money.
'‘Gather up what you have and
place them in the bank or some
other safe place,” which I learn-
ed later from the banker they

heavy bundles of oats, but I

went thro all right, Living a
couple miles east of Alpena
were two brothers, extensive

farmers, who bought a new J. I,
Case ‘ “Pepperbox” threshing
machine. One day at noon one

of those men came to our house

and asked “Mr. Dibble, do youE

know. anything about a J 1.

Jhad done. Of course not every|Case seperator?” they were hav-
_b'ody were that way, I.went to &fing trouble with thejr new ma-
field where one of bright, well-| chine. “Why yes, threshing
:ﬁto-do farmers ‘was harrowing, | wag my main business for some
':-;made known my errand.. He|years” I went with the m'ln,'
%told me what '1“.3 would give, T} and we three discovered the dif-
_§3ugg85'0_‘3d we would take a bond| ficulty, and soon had J. 1, Case
iif he wished to give it, when helredeeming his good name and
isaid with, much emphasis “No-{operating perfectly. 1 h’elped
g_‘thmg doing. YO}x cannot have|those brothers all that fall.
tour bonds. My wife and I have|- We had a good time at A|
< a ~
ragreed we will stow these awayl pena. There were choice people
,and forget them. Some day il P
thoy may tmeet some cmorecns ithere.  We never lived in
! BeNCY another community of its size.

;fcr ;S . ( - where there were so many col-
s 1 found, however, that nearly lege people as there were in Al-
.all the PEQMEW e_much more pena, The people were high-
’hberal with bonds than with grade and eultured. The Ger-
cash. The normal giving  of mans prevailed. Some of the
rthat church for the causes for best friends we ever had were'
Lwhxch I was working, had been among the Germans of Alpena.,
sabout, $160 to $200 a year, _that _During the last _one_half of

S T —
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jistry Tthavéibeen home-y6ana thought Thi
Sioux: Falls district.; i gotten into an
‘T:was seekmg to gét back upon:; panic but, I repeat, a “fe
=th15 ‘district. * The work in Al—! proved his wise foresight
ipena, becanse of the war and its | matter,
activities had been hard and! The next three months we
nerve racking, and as we- were. teyrible, only overshadowed:
‘offered a good charge upon the the war. I judge Alpena ant |
Sioux Falls district deeided tO] egmmunity, suffered just aboui;}
ymove down this way. S_(;\ as other communities did. L.
There was an eliment assom—‘ helped to bury many w1thou£"~“%
ated with the year now closing public services.”
"of which I will speak briefly,s The conference of 1910 was:
‘that was the year of the “flu”... was held in Mitchell with Bl-!
'The fall before, 1918, our con- shop Wilson presiding. Some:
“ference convened in Madison, ; thing fine had just happened m
‘Bishop Mitchell presiding, Wehom home.
gathered at Madison as usual. Our eldest son Robert thsmd
“The flu had not reached us yet,!';;, the war during the time of
but was reported as ’apuﬂy‘teglstlatlon in the summer of
teoming in our direction, About 1918 He was placed in the Sec-

,the second day of conference,
B1shop Mitchell addressed the
“people telling us that he thot’
we should not remain in Madi-d
son. ~The good man seemed tod
be in somewhat of a panic. Al
tttle time proved him right,
however. He reminded us tlmH
we were staying in the homes
of kind people. He said before
time for the conference to ad-
journ one half of us might be;
down with epidemic. Madison]
peeple will have enough to c\o
to eare for their own folks.]
You preachers should go home,
your people will need you. 1

! think we should hurry thro and
| close at once.” It was so decided.

The eahinet did their worlk, theliwork
important things were greatly pleased his mother and

most

ond Division and was soon hur-
ried across. He was in France
before Christmas, After the Ar-
mistiee was signed and hostili-
ties ceased, he with his Divis-
ion were ordered to Germany in
the Avrmy of Ocupation. They
were kept “on the Rhineland,
neavly a year, the Second D1v13~
ion reaching 1e'mhmg New York
late in the spring of 1919, and
Robert reached home in August;
| having been gone twenty-sev-
en months.

When Robert enlisted he Stl"
had a few months left before
his graduation at State coliege,
He came home with his plans all
made to go back and finish his
at State college. That

done, and on Friday, as 1 re-

* member, we broke up_for home,

me. We took him to Huron and
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[§Tocked him e s
Alothen PImup ‘with civilian HEAHE in Egan. While Y was
pastor there the old church
tobgiﬂe};:aﬁ}é ‘SV;mn he got ba‘xckrthat father built still stood, just|
voung lady theronf met a fine.one block south of the present;
rence, by - the e from St, La\V-EChLU.'.Ch. When I stood in my.
Reeves, an intimname of Alta/pulpit T could look down upon
between them an?}cy sprang upifather’s old‘temp!e. I have had
they had finished t;:-S_ soon  asmy heart stirred and even thrill-
the college. the e‘n work'at ed as I have looked wupon - its
and estabished a-V ‘.;fel(:-\, married [They told me of strange experi-}
tian home cultured, Chris- lences  through which father,
As I sa.i’d befor e passed in his pioneér work. Be-'
ence thas efore; the confer. fore the church was built they
at year was held inhad no regular place for wor-

fr
mleinD-a];?m Wesleyan, and was'was the leading pioneer hotel,
g his way to arret thep- the managers of the establish-

was graduat . .
WE AIgﬁedAlgiFSf R later One day father walked into the

EGAN
When Bishop Wilson read the
annual assighments
{'Bgan--J. B, Dibble”. W :

N —J. B. . ¢ were Sunday”. The old man i !
ll:adppﬁr in the c,han‘ge. My fatherjisllnlmelat 1aﬁlied “Tﬁ: ai“:OIH_;
ad been Egan’s ploneer preach-you say”, Father’said “W R
er, ‘The older. peoble remember-lbe here about 2 o’cloel ;Sﬁﬂ;}:
:.d. l:llm iz,‘;ffect:l_ona.te]y, and never-A visible change came ({)ve{' M.
hlllng OEQ‘E:;ti:HiLI;E ;:gm;r;et aboilt,’l‘aylor. and in more 1'esl)ectf:l-;

. 3 went 3 i 1

it poan was abot venty tones he said, “The room will
" . er’s homestead, be ready for you, Mr. Dibble.”
bm; a1 tlmg,he walked to and fro,/He ordered the ’dinih vor
but later secured an old pony.'girls each Sunday t lg‘
,F.ather would stop whereverthe dinner worky ookl o
{ught or occasion overtook him. Epossible, and he :idqlé;::kli ve
it happeped to.be -I‘;he home of stacked the tables jn = :61' Ny
iz;ne Iold sinner u‘; did not mat-|chairs and seats were p(]aced nf(:‘)?
e .t Ervox}l}der if it was strange the worshipers. Quiet thro-out
tha a the people'. saints and the house was maintained dur
Tmnel 8, ;'lgspeclzteld him and glad- ing the hour of meeting 'l(l?lf:
y gave him shelter. conditi sonbi ' "
Y pave hum, N . on continued for months
i Father built the first churchiand I have heard my father tell’j'

folbiand e ZOVAET jREU

room

[

ingd}il’]BﬁShOH Wilson presid- ship. Father “would hunt out:
- Paul had just graduated Places. The old “Taylor House”|

logri ; . .
gical school, from which hejment were a rough, wicked lot.;

ioffice of this discounted hostel-|
’ll:y and said to the proprietor,!
poad tae Mr, ‘Taylor, we §ha11 have ser-:

vice in your dining room nexti

iIx“ow\..,_vg;_i"esp’ectful‘;- ~kindly and:
‘helpful that old hotel man wasi‘E

Dear reader, there was good,
evenfin old Mr. Taylor, and my|
oldyfhther had the rare genius

to bring the qualities of good}
out of the Taylors and peopleih Ga., who had charge of 0

of that class. I am convinced
there is more pood and kindness.

“trg

o]

‘ot able to take a-“Year
‘and travel. The south ha
ways held a gréat appeal to
and does yet. In-a moment:
discouragement I wrote to:.
shop Richardson, of Atlan

work in Florida asking him'fo &
a transfer to the St. Johns Ri-,

in even wicked and often despis- iver conference and not expect-
ed people than we realize. Egan|qing my request to be recognized;

‘had .a fine apggressive church
‘organization, When we went
there the church, a fine struc-

1 and one of the finest bungalow
parsonages was “‘bran new”.
They have a splendid chanee to
spread out and do a large work.
for the kingdom, and I helieve
they are fairly awake to theirs
1 opportunities. While in Epan,;
{we served the “Riverview”
country appointment, 8 miles N.
W. The Riverview church over-
looks the beautiful valley of the:
Sioux. It is also the home of

received us kindly and, 1 think,

| ture, was comparatively new,|

the Armsg’. The Igan people |

pave us a chance to carry on’
and suceeed. A bad situation
existed within myself, 1 neededi
an extended vacation, not 50
much to rest as to shake loose
from the old monotony, and
grind for a  while.. That was
1919, from 1888 1 had been busy

{ What shall T do with it?” “Read

at the same job, under practical-
iy the same conditions, and we
never took vaeations in those
days, T had grow.n tired and
homesick, and had a great long-
ing to quit for a little while and

i kept on with my work and for-.
got it, i

This, by the way, was ou_ifrf
second year in Egan. We had"l
already had two revival meets
ings, Bro. Slocum assisting wit
one,

During January of 1921, T was|
assisting Bro. Slocum in meet-:
ings in Beresford, where he was)
at that time pastor. On a Sat-!
urday afternoon, as T was exer-
cising myself by throwing
some wood into the basement,
Mrs. Stocum called me saying
“gou are wanted on the phone”.
T hastened in to answer. It
proved to be from Mrs, Dibble
at home in Egan. She said, £A
wire has just come from Bishop:
Richardson, from Atlanta, Gai

i
N
4
3

'

it to me”. This was the me
sage “I have transferred you to
the St. Johns River Conference:
and appointed you to Winter’
Park. Come at once, by Febru-.
ary fifth if possible”, I had been
throagh Winter Park the year‘i
before, on a trip through Flori-:
da and knew it to be as beauti-
ful as the good taste of cul-

‘have a_change of scene. We werejtured people, backed by that!
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next day, and Monday started’

it

e t3i .t . .
‘#alubrious climate could make

it. T was to have helped in the
meetings over the week end,
but closed my work in them the i‘

home to prepare Yor our CHANEE'
to our new field of work. I
On the way home I stopped in
Sioux Falls securing some need- |
ed things. We decided on a pub-
lic sale for the disposition of
our “stuff”. Quickly found a
buyer for the car, Our sale date
fell upon cne of the finest days
I have known. Great, good na-
tured crowds at the sale, which
went off beyond our expecta-)
tions. Everything going well.
On Sunday, January 30, I
preached my farewell sermons
to the DEgan congregation.
There was not much weeping, a
littie gnashing of teeth, A few
resented our going, but mostly
the people were kindly, and
took the position that if we’
wanted to quit and go to Flor-]
ida it was our own affair. Of
course a pastor quiting mid- !
year does disturb the work of
Ithe church somewhat. Monday,
January 31, we started upon our
long but pleasant journey to the
Fgouthland. 1 had visited Fiorida
the year before. 57 "f.i"ﬁ

We went to Chi“éaéo via the
C. M. St. Paul R. R. Mrs. Dibble
iQlifford, Rolland and myself.
I'We reached Chicago the next
morning, Feb. 1. Had planned
to take the THinois Central, the
sgeminole Limited,” from Chi-

cago to Jacksonville, Tlorida.

This_train would leave Chicage.

T5F the South at P, M. We had’
the entire day before us. Went’
over to the great 1. C. terminal.y
Paul came down from Tvanston |
and spent the day with us, and
we spent miéh of the day sights
seeing about that portion of the
city adjacent the terminal. The
Field Musecum is right there It
is not Far up to the Municipal
pier and other attractions, in-
cluding Lincoln Park,

At the appointed moment we
bade Paul “Good-bye” and head-
ed south. We would be out that
night, the next day, that night
veaching Jacksonville at about,
eight o’clock the next morning.
During the first night out from
Chieago one goes straight gouth
as far as a limited train can
take him in nearly 12 hours. At
Cairo, which you reach just as
the sun is rising at that SGAS0M,
one crosses the Great Father of
waters, the Misissippi, which re-
ceives to its heart and broad
channel the waters of the Obio
river at that point.

In cressing these rivers, one
enters the state of Kentueky.
You pass within a few minutes
into the romantic “Dixie Land/
One passes, there, from winter
inte summer climate. Men re-!
move their coats. Out of doors!
the children are barefoot, the
older people dressed in warm
weather toggery, and some of,
them in not much of that. Fromi
now on the colored people seem
to increase. In a little while we
reach the great railroad center,;
Fulfon, the native home of ourj

I T

ggod Station Apént and Hidting forth a gleam of ifs owil;
wife, Mr. and Mrs. Yates. Dur- make an interesting sight. On
ing that forenon and part of land on through the darkness
th.e :afternoon, our train is of that aight the train rushes!
climbing its way up the Tenne-funtil at daybreak we reach
see Mountains. They are, right-1Waycross,  Georgia, through
ly called the “Smoky Mts.” foriwhich  place probably more
they are always smoky., Very limited trains pass during the’
much life there, The people are tourist season, than any other
busy upon their little farms.'eity in the country. As you
They say the peopic wash their/leave Wayeross you begin to:
clothes every day. That is thevgathcr up your scattered he-
country of the “One Mule Fom” longings as you will soon reach'i
the “Two Mule Fom” and the the wonderful R. R. ternunal aty
“Four Mule FPom.” The size of Jacksonville, Florida. At Jack-iJ
the farms being estimated bymonville we changed trains, to!
the number of mules requiredcthe A. C. L., the Atlantic Coast’
to. operate them. One strangen[ﬁ“e- From Jacksonville to
thing impressed us, you seldom Wwinter Park is some distance,
see the Southern farmer using'but a most beautiful and inter-.
a'dOuble team upon the farm.cesting trip after you leave the
Single mules each one driven:SWamps about  Jacksonville.
by a man. You will see two or Some of Florida’s richest and
more men going up and down finest country lies down that
the field, each with one horse or'line.  About 40 or 50 miles
2 mule attached to a 10-inchPsouth of Jacksonville you enter
plow. Man power secems abund.‘the citrus  section, orange,
ant in the south. Lots of menc8Tape-fruit groves become more’
coming inte the world each, DUNEroUS, until as you reach’
year, while once in awhile one our destination these beautifulj
f“e‘g- One is impressed that the Fich groves cover all cultivated,
inerease must be much greater:@réas
than the decrease. Anyway ast Some beautiful cities and

many men as mules. 5%/ towns down that route. Palat-
In the evening, at this sea- ka, Deloved, Sanford, ete.. ,

son, our train reaches that| As we reached our destination
large and busy city, Birming-|{Winter Park, four miles north
ham, }_Uabama. Just south of jof Orlando, the gorgious beauty
that city are extensive coke inearly overwhelmed us. I will
ovens. In the evening as the|not undertake to describe it.
jm'air} passes out of the city on/We were met at the train by
its journey, these coke ovens,jsome thoughtful friends from
litterally thousands, each send-{the church. They said the par-




“fulness.

ady for you, you
; 0. be -alone, ‘so. we
‘will not- accompany | you. We
?hgpe you will soon feel at home
,‘wn:h us. (We were conveyed
to the parsonage in a frigndly
automobile). é, a

ences-in. the church’. theéy “did
not tell us. ' i |

Within" a few days they ex-!
tended us a  beautiful public
reception. At first T was a;
listle confused as to how I, a!
rough and ready man from the;

“We found the parsonage fur-,
nished from top to bottom with
fine furnishings, all our par-]
sonages are furnished thro-out’
in that conference. When the
preacher moves he has only to
pack his few personal belong-
ings in a suit-case and go. We
found a large house. Many

far Northwest, could hitch up’
to these fine cultured South-;
erners? I knew that some of
their reactions were different
than ours, but I need not prod
their sensitive spots, and 1 did:
not, and was getiing along fine‘.|
I do not know that there was!

furnished rooms. In the parlor
a new sixty-dollar rug graces|
the floor, while a new three
piece parior suite, with several
easy rockers and other chairs
offered their repose and rest-

- The dining room was equib~
ped with a fine buffet, its draw-

one criticism wupon our work.
We had but few native South-
erners in our church, Our peo-:
ple were nearly all from the'
north., We had a fine delega-
tion from Lincoln, Neb. Winter.

Park was a tourist town, and]
our church was
with strangers. The church
was alive,

kept packed

including  Sunday

ers containing silver ware and|School, Epworth League, Ladies
\ g

flin,tirzt.
rwith- beautiful dishes.

The pantry was filled |

ocieties ete. In Egan we were

Tables, receiving $1600 and house. In’

.chairs, every 1.:h.ing needed in. Winter Park the salary was the!
the family. Dining room. Alsosame with this exception, the!
ia large fire-place. The kItChe[J church paid all utility expenses |

]was also furnished with everyof the parsonage,

telephone,

ithing needed, oil stove ete. UD~; electric lights, water ete, When |

on th.e rear-por.ch a large ice-T began my work the
box filled with ice. tl‘he cham- cashier of one of the banks, our |
‘ber rooms were Turnished withchureh treasurer said
again every “Dr,

ibeds, bedding,

young |
{

t0 me,

Dibble (every minister|

ithing needful. We had only tCdown there is Dr. The negroes|
-walk in, hang up our hats uporealled me “Docta”) the tieas-

:the hall tree and be at home.

: re urer said “Dr. Dibble, you will
' Later friends began to calfgreatly oblige me if you will
lwe}comed us in gracious mancall at the bank during . the

ner. If there were any differforenoon of the first day of

e months 1 shall be there
but you might not be at hon}e’:
of course [ accommodated him,
and every time received every’
cent of our monthly salary. We1

not using all our galary.’1 open-
ed an aceount at the

bank, in which we placed $50.0

a month. Mrs Dibble said thereudvipginia.
were two reasons why it W8S {.ame rushing home,

(CLIFFORD *~ AND
. HEAR HOGS GRUNTING

little lakes
soon began to see that we were | he Florida lakes are mostly:

other | riar supper Clifford and Rol-

:OLLAND

IN LAKE-VIRGINIA :
There were several beautiful
in Winter Parks

deep and clear. One cevening:

were going for a dip in Lake:
After awhile they
preatly

"hot costing us as much a5 in lexcited saying that while they

1Egan We had no car, and lv- lyere in the lake

they heard |

ing was cheaper down there. Ihogs gronting along the shore::

-Qur parsonage was in an orange
grove.- We would lie in bed and
hear the over ripe oranges

plunking upon the roof. There:

upon the ' parsonage ground,
and it was loaded with greab:
fine fruit. Bach morning I
| would go out and piek one big f

Clifford and Rolland gorgex
themselves upon the fine fruit.
Among other things, Florida
has fine voads,

fruit for the family breakfast.|

schools ant |

Of course we laughed at them.
I said “You know bays, there is
aot a hog in Winter Park,|
scarcely one in Orange count.y.l\

was just one grape-fruit tree g What you heard were alligators,

which was true. Bub they nevm“|
cared to go into the lakes again:
in the evening. ék
Thousands of “gators” ini
Tlorida waters. The people pay,
no attention to them. They are,
harmless. One day a group of
us were spending the afterncon
at an isolated, uncivilized 1ake.!

‘ churches.

Our boys came
times with their  patriotic
northern Llood boiling with re-
sentment over something their
teacher had said. The southern
people arc largely loyal to the
Government, but the memories
of the “Great Wah” still abide
with the older people. Our ex-
perience was that the youanger
people were aboubt as sensitive
as ‘the older.
L p———r

During the time we were there’

home many!|1 saw a dark object some dis-’

tance out ecrossing the fake. T
thot it was a log drifting:
aeross, until 1 heard one man
¢ay incidentally “See that old
'wator over there”. 1 asked is
that an alligator? “Yes” How
large is that fellow? "About
sixteen feet long” They have;
alligator parties. They say it‘l
is great sport, to go to their |

_||sleeping grounds at night and]




They come up on the sand for
r{ight, and men go out with
Ilights and tumble them about
at will. The arcused animals
strike out for the water, but
the men catch and hold them.
When he gator is on the ground
he is strong and can defy the
strength of strong men, but
once in the water bhoys drag
him out. e

WE ARE SURROUNDED BY
DISTINGUISHED PEOPLE

the Morses. My, Morse was the
hez}d of the firm of Morse and
Tairbanks, makers of seales,

died the winter we were down
there, but the firm econtirues.
You can see their add in nearly
any magazine.

Then, directly across the ave-
nue from us were the Packards.
Their chaeuffer told me one day
that the family have no con-
stant abiding place. They have

play with the sleepy gatoré.

Just at the north of us were |l

gas enginer, ete. Mr. Morse |

13

thethe necdy people and in-i
stitutions of the community.,
One incident, a mere type of:
that good woman’s gpirit  of;
benevolence. The W. F. M. S
| ladies of our church planned a,
“Rubbish zale” to get Tunds for
the socicty Rubbish sales go
;E‘aig down there as the coloved
' people and poor whites are glad
hto pick up the articles cheaply.
The president of the sociely
)and Mrs. Dibhle were sclected
to conduet the sale. They put,
up a table outside the church,
1and arrayed theiv things upon
1thei1‘ improvised counter. Duar-
ing the forenoon Mrs. Paclarl.
came over to the sale and
apologized for not donating any
.goods. She said “You know we
;o not earry any worn out
clothing with us. But I have
written a small check, if you
can make use of it, I shall be
gla’l to give it to you”. Of
eourse those WFMS people were
wlad to pet the checque, which

1

l] tl.wnr mansion in New Yorkyproved to be for $25. How
3 city, the great rich Florida "would you ladies of either of
home, a spring home in th Ythe Hurley Missionary societies
_Adorondacks, and a hot weath-|feel to have some one do that
er home in Colorado, and they; for you?. If you should hold
‘permit themselves to be moverd|your sales outside the church
jabout by weather conditions.|some millionaire might. ‘
They brought a large ietinue of
gervants with them [for the
winter. ‘They go north about
the first of March. Friends,
isn’t that some life. That would
meet the roving demands of a
Dibble. Mrs. Packard was one
of the finest ladies 1 ever met.
1She was busy all the tithe help-"""" i T e T

That is given as a sample of
that rich woman’s benevolence.
Surely, that wealthy woman
‘“went about doing good.” Just
this lesson, rich people ave just
folks, like what the most of us
would be 1if we had their

1- AM SOAKED IN BUYING A
USED CAR

Before leaving South Dzlota,
we sold our Ford touring car.
After we got to Florida we
wished we had it. The roads to
Tlorida were not as perfect in
those days as they are now. 1t
you wish to get the greatest joy!
out of Florida, you must have a;
car. There are hundreds of in-!
teresting trips to be made. We!
had expected to secure & Caly
when we went down there. 1
began a still hunt about the
car agencies in Orlando. T was
advised to wait until

E_mother they would, During the

‘afterncon a phone call from

Grlando had an old Maxwell;
touring ear for sale. Te hadl
been repainted and looked fine,
on the outsite. I finally paid
those Tellows $400 for the Max-
well. The first¢ Saturday we,
had the car the boys took it for
a drive, but did not get back
for dinner as they had told their

them informed us they wetre a
few miles from home bhroken
down. The rear end, character-
istic of the Maxwell in those
days, had gone out. Tt cost me

spring,Cnearly 3100 to fix it up. Other

when the tourists would begin ¢ breakages followed. Finaily we

- M
their exodus north., °F

The idea was this, some quite
wealthy people, not caring to
drive their family cars so far,
would make the trip by rail,
and buy a new Ford, run it dur-|
ing the winter, gell it hefore!
coming north in the spring.
Those comparatively new cars

could be bought for a song. Int- Moral—Don’t buy a cax, nor|

{somehody else anc
L the old pile of painted and
| varnished serap-iron for $100
less than we had paid for it.
‘It we had bought the Ford it

deeided to sell it After much
time the people from whom we:
Uhought it managed to “goak’!
1 got rid of.

I

‘would be running yet.

seouting about I found two cars, marry & wife, becanse of out-!
which attracted my attention .side paint and shine.

one because of its outwacd finei  Thus ! might go on much
appearance, the other becausé! ionger describing our Tlorida
of its good condition and cheap-, trip, but must ring off. Florida
ness. 1 want you io see how!is a great country. There is
foolish I was in my choice. May (probably not another state in
1 speak fivst of the Tord tour-sthe Union that has a greater
ing car, which a well-to-do man | variety of natural atlracticns
had bought new the fall before{ than Florida displays.

and did not care to take northy When the northern exodus
with them. That car was about took place, beginning about
as good as new, and the vwneriMarch first, the great hotels,
dinged me to take it for $125.)which had been the centers of
He drove up to Winter Park to|gay life for the season, were)
see us about it. A garage in{closed and eheir windows cover-|
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&d " with .papers. The million-{ gnd on to the great city of Chi-
aires’ homes were also shut up}cago, in which place we were
and blinded. . Nearly one half|compelled to remain through a
of the people who had made the’ day for our train home, or toi
community alive with their gay(Sioux Fallsy We went up to;

activities, had. sought their
northern homes for the heated

ness began to creep over us in:
its subtle gaseous manner. At

the boys disclaimed any feeling
of the malady, homesickness,
The friends in the church urged
us not to leave. They satd “We
will give you a month or more
vaeation, you can go north, and
in a short while you will feel
like returning.” It works that
way with many. We had not
been back three months before
Mrs. Dibble and I were ready
to go back, o 74

The two Bishops involved,
said we might come back, Dr.
Mattison, the Distriet Super-
intendent here, said we might
come to Garretson, which was
open at the time and on Mem-
orial Day, May 30, we left Win-
ter Park, Florida, for Garvet-
son, South Dakota. For our
homeward trip we chose what is
known as the ‘“Battle Field
Route,” running through the
scene of many of the most
sanguninary battle fields of the
Civil War. This route takes
one thro Chattanocoga, Tenn,
where your train passes just|
along the base of Look-(ut
Mountain, up through Chicama-

reason, the spirit of homesick-

Evanston and spent the day
with Paul.

Upon reaching ..Garretson, we
found a hustling little prairie
city. Garretson’is a Norwegian|

least over me. Mrs. Dibble and i Lutheran ecommunity. North

west of the town a few iniles is
a large Nerwegian Lutheran
church. The pastor of that
church told me that that town-
ship was solidly Norgewian
Lutheran, that there was hut
one American family in the en-
tire township. My observation
is that where the people of this
nationality predominate they
may be somewhat clannish, yet
always well housed. well-clad,
cleanly and thrifty.

But, in Garretson, amid the
Norwegians, is quite a sprinkl-
ing of Americans, and a number_
of these were Methodists when |
we went there. We found a
good little church building,
and a fine commodious modern
parsonage,

The people greeted us warm-
ly. I will say here that during
the time we were there we had
a fine, harmonious time. I
think we never have enjoyed
our work anywhere else more.!
Our church people were kindly!
and responsive. 1 always felt,
that my messages were really?
good.  Good, well " organized,

agua, Nashville and several

‘great national cemeteries, on ties. While we were there we

Sunday school and other socie-

T T AT
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‘Bucceefled in painting the pro-
perty upon the outside. {r

About Garretson are'~’some
very interesting attractions,
The “Devil’s Guleh”, “The Dells”
the Split Rock river, ete. If you
have never been tlfers, you
would find you ean spend a day
there profitably.

We came to Garretson dJune
1st, 1921. That fall the people

year which pl_eased us  very
much, as we were happy in the
prospect of another year with

perious community.

Our conference that year was
held in Huron, Bishop Mitehell
presiding. Our  assignment
read “Carretson-J. B. Dibble”.

This year passed most happi-
ly. Toward the close of the
year an incident took place,
intended in friendship, which
ecame nearly embarrasing us
greatly. A friend came down
~from White, where we had be-

‘fore served a ‘pastorate, repre-

senting himself as delegated by

fall. We really did not care to
go to that place. This brother

statements induced us to yield

eople in thechurch. had nob
commissioned our good friend
‘to seek our appointment to thak

church. They were not read
to build, in fact had not the
motest inclination in that dis
vection, and some were resents
ing strongly, not so much us,
as the manner in which our ap-
pointment had- been brought:
about. We were under embat-

desired our return for anether

assment during the entire two
years of our pastorate, but- in
spite of that we had a very
happy and succesful two years:

that mood people in that pros-qQur congregations were good:
J With the exception of a<very

encouraging. We had two very
helpful special meetings. The
i people responding to them nice-
ly. 1 painted the parsonage two
coats on the outside. We put,
| beside that, $1000 of improve-
jments upon the parsonage.
| Raising it 18 inches, putting a
i fine basement under it, running
fboth hard and soft waler into

lit, building a _modern ceptic
{tank, out back, installed "a
i

the chureh in that place to in-:new furnace and several other}
duce us to return there that 1 improvements. |

1
. We formed many of thet
warmest friendships in White

stayed all day and actually laid  of our entire’ ministry. Our
siege to Mrs. Dibble and myself. lson Clifford graiuated from
He insisted the people in White ¥ the While high school that
were ready and anxious to build g year. That fall, 1¢24, Water-
a new chureh, which was great- jtown entertained the confét”

ly needed. These with other |ence session while Bishop Mit-
. {chell again presided- over its
We soon found ourselves in line | deliberations. i
for White. After moving there | pyother Matteson had said)
lwe had a eritel_awakening. The

he would do his best to give us'
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'ﬁlace on his district, the Sioux |} Harrisburg, though small, bad
Falls . At conference time therella well organized church. We

was jusf one opening, Harris-| had people in the Harrisburg
_huri{} e hesitated about go-|[ chureh who lived nearer to
ing there, the place was S0

Sioux Falls than to Harrishurg.
small, but finally decided to dofi Their reason for coming to the
so. And were appointed theve. § village church instead of going
We have never heen happier | to the city churches was that
and more contented than we the country chureh was

more
were in Harrisburg. Not one|demoeratic and they received
thing transpired to mar ourpmore reeognition here, We

peace and joy. The little | were happy every minute of our
chureh had recently been great-ystay in Harrisburg., We did not
ly improved, had a very fine|ask for a change. DBut the
basement, and was as neal as change came unsought by us.

wax. The community tookpp MATTESON PHONES ug-
much pride in it. The parson-  Qpg forencon, while T was
age was not so good, an old Un- gy in ypy study and Mrs. Dib-
attractive building. But theyye with her ironing in the kit-
best those good people could af- whep, our phone rang. I answ-
ford at that time. There wasg o4 jt, finding Dr. Matieson,
something so homey and peace-pyjsrict Superintendent, at the
ful about Harrisburg that it ihey end. This was in  Sep-
attracted us. Dr. Matteson o her about a month before
had told us the fall befove th'f‘tcon feronce. He satl, “Brother
he would not ask us to remaifyple I'm working out myy
long in Harrisburg. But when g jedqule for next year, will you
the time came to move we We18 .o 5 Ifurley and Davis for
very indifferent, one thing in- guangand house?” 1 told Mr. .
duced us, the bad condition OfDihhle the substance of tbe
the parsonage, wheh was VeIY peguape and asked “Shall we
hard upon Mrs. Dibble. There ;v we had no time to discus:
were some fine cultured PeO-yho magter as Dr. M. was wait
ple in Harrisburg. The town isii\1_t;‘ our answe . She said ‘Yoo,
so close to Sioux Falls as 10 5€-1,p’5 po.” The matter was not
cure city advantages and Privic,.oignel again  Letween  the
leges. WE LIKED IT IN HAR- g erinten ent and ourselves.

RISBURG. Our econgregations pay | way, we did not reeieye
packed the little church.  The g1, 1homised $2000 cash for the
Sunday school was good and piiop vear. The offic.al  hoai
Jwell organized. There was 2, 1fyrley cut the salary $.00

very active and effic.ien-l: L. Adwe recievel $1000 and  heu:
S. _The Home' Missionary _So"tho Birst year. ‘.
cigty was alive_and  achiVe| 7y was the thought of Hur-;

ley’s fing matlern  paronage!
that indneel Mvs Dibb.e io =0
quickly vote for our change.
We would have been happy
with the Basrishurg peorle, but
the care ol the ol howe we
preying on her strenstlh,  She
had admired the Deauty ane
convenience of the luvrle

after extended consultation, }vrl
decided that Mrs. Qlgeum and|
Mrs. Dibble should go to Lgr\-%
nox unpon the first train, whieh!
they did, and Stoeum znd ‘I.
would hold oursg‘l»'g_cs in rea\_d}:w'
ness with the car to come at
once if they thoughtl we chould.
But mother rallied a littie and

house, from the time of its cor-
struction an.i oces paney by the
Slocums., Bubt the poor givl
did not have a long time Lo en-
joy it. 3";.., ¥

The conlereied of 1925 was
held in Miteholl Bishop Burn:
of Califoinia presiding.

we we.e not summoneil DBl
the women remained with mo-
ther thro-out. .
That fali Dr. J. . Jenkins
was appointed superintendent!
of the Sioux Falls district, He
is two months older than my-
self, and was thercfore in the

This was quile s peculiay
conlerence =es ion to me. | ha

same guilt as myself in the
matter of retirement.

reached Lhe retirement ase, 6.3
1 might have retirel at that ,Rolland was in his last year of
conference. D, Matleson, whe {high school, graduating with
was two months my junior di the 1926 glags, . We, were kindly
retive. § was in perfeet heslti Srecieved by both of our new
and strength. If I retire schurches. Our work started
what should 1 do? The church jolf with promise.

authoritics urged me to contin-|,
ue, we were incline? to, but inlage. We could not discern the
our thought just for a year ov[black cloud which was stowly!
two, It was subreguent eireuni-| gathe]'ing pver our home.
stances and the district superine - aAhout 1925 the diought con-

We moved to Hurley at ence

tendants that kept us lbeve s€ygitions hegan in this  section.
fong.

That was an anxious sevsio
of conference for the Slocum:

i T have lived here over nine crop
vears, and think I have not seen

We were happy at the parson—,

and Dibbles. On the very Ffirs!
night, a message was receive’
from the Wamers in Lennox.
with whom ouwr molher was
staying at the time, that she
had heen taken seriously ill
and we had better come. Both

portant work in the conferenes

omic condition

C ' proving.,
Slocum and myself had very im-{

sthich was hard to  leave, _so,

rmte R T TR T b

a real good crop-sinee we came.;
fut during this time the econ-
reached  its
highest peak in all the history

of the country, and [finally
burst in 1929, They tell us
economic conditions are im-

Possibly they are.
Some of us have not very good

| .
_vision for these things. 1 con-
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l f‘(‘!—SéﬁI fﬂ.“ td see ”].Uch Ei“a]lcial fa“r.p ” ]h(\ de] TOU ]

; ) : . Ry 2. B un "Rround  sup-

1Nt ovement 1n our section O'E p]icr.; have heen 2‘1"’1.1‘!11'11] ‘él; !
H s f ; b2 ally E.

the country. Practicall as \pt K H H |
e o e, unemp]c);red . El{;ﬁgl};}gtll there is ]n'nc'.tlcaﬂy_.i
lever. I helieve that bhefore real ‘ e .
easenent is restore. nasure mus; B ‘:\.Ie”' .at‘t‘cr good Pishop,
enter the relief ranks, Dur peo' I ”};]Sl;iluld ”Hu“k‘-b’ m}d i
tple who have gathered a '; 1.1118 e hurrle-} hore
Vst for yores : no har and hegan our preparations to
. ars,  and  those move.

th'own. out  of employment Monday I drove to. Sioux |
mu&f_ f}J‘?fhe" be provided lor, o Falls, taking with me Sisters J |
stead, ({i‘ .perish. But when na- - Jenkins and Matteson wh.ose'j
tum_{h_g‘mn comes Lo the reljef Pusbands were detained ’in Mit-
and gives ample moisture to@hell. That afterndon 1 drove
nroc.luce erops, better times wi'l L0 Tennox and got Mrs. Dibble
hegm._ When the [larmer’smother’s eondition heing such,
granaries and cribs  amd  hoe- Bhat Mrs. Slocum and Mrs. Dib-:
yarc}s an_d pastures are fiiif;clble could leave her. . '
again with the products from On the following Sunday Rol-
hls'la,bor'and fields he wililand and T drove to Davis_for
again hegin to live. Abundanti® 4. M. service and on to ‘Hur-‘
crops, even though prices areley for 11:45, leaving Mys, Dib-
low, are hetter than no Farvest,ble at Lennox. We were 5.3'"3"'5'
We must learn, in this country,ed that morning with fine coil—
to make a living, provide foriegations at both churches.

‘cease this mad rush after preatdine with the Mitchells,

OUr own

our homes and families, andlhat day we were invited to

g‘toofstts. ;-m(l quick wealth. To We had no evening service
thou;::ég o“f'eﬂlth-, not a livingthat day, but drove back to Har-
borrowed and 0111‘.Ileoplg hav.cf'lsburg by way of Lennox. Dur-
they hzi{:e --_éﬂ.wl’.lg.l__lgﬂmged untiing :;h.a.t week we moved to Hur-
have. Morcj ;Dal dized all theley with a Sioux Falls van. We
ageney South ;)anl any  humg received a most gracious wel-
day, moisture a ol need‘s‘;, Logome both in Hurley and Davis.
These vast ha Lhon her fieldsI'he parsonage was as clean as
respond .Ll'l'ltu(]zjl braivies wilwax. Upon arriving there we
copious l'flin" ; (“cly when LJT(toum[, good faithful bhrother
there is aﬁo?;h all I_dm}ht ifohn  Mitehell keeping guard
comntry that ?'1“:,?(:&10:1 n omthle he awaited our arrival, I
veadily ar Wi respond mordelieve we had supper with the
¥ to right eonditions tharMitchells, but slept in the pa
South Dakota. Fesonage that night. bar

§ : n years we hav S 1 v IMI:[ ﬂ.y when we ¢came
:.Ok'e] te 1 years w (&) .l].f[ei'()‘ ¥ I 5 that
: Lo oo B oG

E] 0 = ld__:__l..[ ,O:E . su if 1cent aniS-’ B o '

€5 Hurley Mrs, Dibble and 1 fully‘
expected to retive within a year
or two. Upon retirement our
pension would be the/ same
wherever we lived. / e
Roliand would be ready ffor
college. Mrs, Dibble and I don-
ceived the plan of locating our
home in some college town, and
we agreed that should be in the

South. We began a general in-

Evestigation of southern schools,}

their character the estimated
costg, living conditions, ete. We
were somewhat inelined {oward
iour Methodist University in
IChattanooga Tenn. We found
lconditions there satisfactory.

;' Fine school, Christian influen-
'ees, beautiful historic eity., In
.the many and large furniture
factories, which abounded there
then, ample opportunity for em-
ployment for Rolland, and a pos-
sibility of some preaching place
for me, but they have wet, eold
winters. We took the Chattanoo-
ga Daily for six months, and
studied the weather reports
carefully Tn the mean time we
beeame interested in the Florida
State U located at Gainesville and
Tallahasee Florida. The men at
the former place, the women at
the latter. We found this to be
a great and finely equipped in-
stitution. They claimed students
from every state in the Union
with 2,000 men in the Gaines-
ville division, We had some very
intimate friends in Gainesville.
So.we finally decided I should
go down and investigate and if
1 found conditions to our liking

unhealthy real estate hoom was:
beginning to slip a little. Al-xj
most anything would sell at al-!
most any price. Just outside the§
city limits, within a mile of the'}
Uuniversity I found an acre!
tract,which finally the owner
consented to let us have for §400
cash, altho his price upon it had!
Leen much more.

“TPhere were a few old build-
ings upon it and some fruit
"2 really Lieautiful place, within
50 fect of the tracks of the Jack-
sonville and Tampa line of the
A. C. I. B R. 1 laid down the
price and received our deed. We
are still in possession of this
tract While Mr. J. 8. Pingrey's
people were down there a few
years ago, they lived part of the!
time adjoining our tract. He
planted our acie to sweet pota:
toes. If conditions here, wou'd
permit T would dearly love to go
down there, but this will prob-
ably never be.

Our Gainesville friends secur-
od Roland a “job” driving a
laundry truck. Practically every
work day for nearly a year, he
drove his truck 100 miles his
daily voute taking him across
the historic and romantic river,
honored in popular song, “The
Swanee River.” He had one
i point for delivery actually in
the Gulf of Mexico. For his
work he received $27.00 a week.

During that year there was
jmuch pressure brought to bear
upon us to defer retirement for
one year more and remain .in

secure for us a home. I went to

. Hurley-Dayis, which we finallyi

e



..__-__‘_

tion of pastor “for- next yesr
arose, Mrs. Mitchell “Moved”
that IBrother and Sister Dibble
be invited to remain the next
vear. This motion prevailed u-
nanimously and enthusiactical-
Iy. In the face of sueh an urgent
and general invitation, we could
not see why we should move, so
decidede to remain another year.

That fall, 1926, we went to
Vermillion for our conference.
It was In charge of Bishop
Locke. We were returned to Hur-
ley and Davis. That was Muis.

r

Dibble’s last conference. *f P ¢

-Just as we returned home {:he
“Turner County Bank” closed its
doors. We had considerable mon-

show, how a deep impression
‘may save and guide aright.

- Upon arriving home 1 went at,
‘onece to the Farmers Union and!
ordered of Mr. Muilenburg, the'
manager four tons of coal. They!
did not have it in stock at that
time, but it would and did ar-
rive within a short time. Inci-
dentally I asked Mr. Muilenburg
if I should pay then or wait for

i
i
the delivery? “Oh, that will he
all' right. Pay when it is deliv-

ered.” I was passing oug, had’
gotten to the door, when theie
arose a deep impression, “Pay
now.” I turned and said, "I guess
1 may as well write you a check
now,” which I did. That night
‘the bank closed. If I had not o-

terly Conference, when the ques- i

| people had given a little closer

¢ twinkling over head, fo be ru’'e-

b a .1y awakened belore morning by
ey in it. May I relate just to- &

‘beyed my impression our coal]

‘the defunct bank. Dear read-
er, 1 wonder if we enough con-
sider and follow ocur iniellicens
‘impressionis? I can say from my.
own experience that whenever)
have done so, I have almost in-
varibly come out right, but
when I have violated and neg-
lected my impressions I have-
suffered.

Undoubtedly there would be
fewer relief candidates, and few
er lost farms and homes, if our

obedience tot’ esonl deep in pres

sions which had come to them.
Bid you ever retire at night

uner cloudless skies, the stars

the raging of a terrific storm?
That is what happened in our
home during the winter of 1926-
1927. Perhaps I should make no
reference to that black expe: i-

ey_would have been tled qpl-

ence,
Late in the winter Mrs. Dibbir |
hegan suffering somewha®, ch-.
insisted it was nothing revious
that with the approaehing”
spring she would “pick up” and-
soon be herself again, I urger,
her to pe mit me to call a Dr.
but she protested and would not:
nermit it to he done. .
Lale in the week between the.
two last Sundays of March!
Brother Dick Mnuilenburg wa-
taken away. This was one of the
worst calamities that ever befel!
the Hurley church. It eventuat-!
ed in_ taking tho Muilenburg

)

meIy from ‘uss Tb

regular in their attendance up-
on the services of the church.i
Anong the most liberal in their’
financial support of the church
and its institutions. 7

The church was surely afflict-
ed when Brothe- Dick Muilen-
burg was taken from it. This
- 20d man’s funeral was conduct-
ed in the churech early Monday
morning, March 21, 1927,

Mrs. Dibble and I arose early

some time in helping to epare |

had received a telegram from
Gainesville, Florida calling me to
that place at once. I planned to
zo Monday noon, following Mr.
Muilenburg’s funeral.

Mrs, Dibble was to remain in
the parsonage that night and the
next day go to the Slocums, in
Yankton, and visit there until I
should return from my trip. She
went to Yankton the next day,
but came there very sicl., It was
soon thought hest to take her to
the hospital which was done.
She soon went info a coma from
which she never aroused.

Friday, directly after dinner,

:message said:

ac T wae oning agver on our acre,
‘Mrs. C. G. Fry with whom and

her husband 1 was ataymg
called me saying that an impor-
tant telegram had just Leen ve-
.ceived from Brother flocum. The

burgs were a vital part ‘of. “the Dlabet;us mand Brlghbs dise:
church, active in all its dtffer-J

ent departments, 100 per cent' home as soon as thé & was an’s

Of course I plan.ned to sta

vailable-train; Havmg an aftery
Thoon of waiting, T ealled upon}
one of the most. skiiled . physi-
cians in northern Florida and
showed him the mes:age 1 ha

eceived and asked him concern-
ing the seriousness of the lady’t!
ailment. He said, “A bad combi-
nation, but it is my judgment
they will save her at the hospi-
ital.” He greatly hea' tened me. }
left Jacksonville Saturday A. M:

lf:hat; mommg, and she spentri iding that day and night, Suh-

day, reaghing Chicago BSunday

Tthe chureh for the solemn ser-fat 4 P. M. I caught the C. M. &
| vices. On the Saturday before we

13t. P, t1ain for Yankton which
place I reached Monday, 10 A. M.
tAs 1 had ridden along tha'
mornmg I would pe'mit mysel’
to be nothing but hopeful I ha!
‘fixed up in my thought jus’
what the greeting with Brother
Sloeum shouli be when we
should meet at the train. “How
is Hettie?” “She is coming {inc.
Came from the hospital Satu~

n a few days.”
manufactured preeting.was not
o be. I aske:] the question. “How
ts Hettie?” Bro. Will hesitaled:
They had ag-eed’I should not
know until we had avived a'
the Slocum home. I insistel. My
Slocum finally said, "Hettie i
‘n Heavan.” When we arrived at
the parsonage I found two ar
three of my boys. Paul was in
India, Rolland had tee :ccentl

“Hettie very sick

Lvaccinated _for

day or SBunday. She’ll be all right’
But, friends my

smallpox. The



* gotten Rolland home Friday.

the vaccination had worked-it
self out. But he did come, a--
riving at Slocums just as we
were about to leave for the ser-
vices at the church, He was very
sick and we were compelled to
leave him in the care of a phy-

3

A We had avery ‘zood yea.rm
the church., Lonesome. in the

{parsonage, but thro the kind-

‘ness of the people of the ﬁwo,
churches 1 was able to keep go-,
ing. .
i That year our conference con-
ivened in Rrookings, under thes
ileadership of Bishep Smith, who,
returned me  to this eharge.

sician. So but two of the boys, qyat was a hard conference ses-;

Robert and Clifford were able!ion upon me as nearly every;

to be at the funeral of thc?i"ﬁ thing in Brookings seemed to,.

this natrative with any more de-
tails of the sorrow of our home.

mother. Now I must not darken!;, come way, be associated with,

Mrs. Dibble. . .
Soon after conference there

XL - A .
We must fortify ourselves an''o, 1o proposal from my sister,

\Jay hold upon our tasks, as lone-
[y as the future might be.

"1 held all my regiular services
the next Sunday. Clifford had

Robert and Clifford went back
to their work in Minneapolis.
We almost at once, got Rolland)
a position in the State Hospital
in Yankton, as guard or at-
tendant in one of the wards.
Now, what was I to do? It was
expected by some that I would
not be able to carry on alone
and will quit, but, I was not dis-
posed to do that unless the
church should demand it, which
it did not. In the last Quarter-
Iy conference, when I expected I
would quit, Mrs. Schroedermeier
moved that we be returned, the
people voting unanimously upon
the motion. I decided to remain
another year. I thought surely
this would be my last year. I

that mother could oceupy. The

'Mrs. Whealy, in Madison, that
she and her husband spend the
winter with me. She was anx-
ious to relieve Mrs. Slocum of
the care of our mother for a
short while, and she, Mrs. Whea-
ly, had no down stairs. room

very fine arrangement was
made and for nearly six moiths
the Whealys and mother were
with me. During the next sum-
mer I was alone again but got
aleng very nicely, altho it was
lonely and hard work, During
seven days of every week I had
hard work to do. At the confer:
ence the next year, held at Rap-
id City by Bishop Locke, T was
returned to Hurley-Davis for the:
fourth year. !"/”

I would like tofsay here, I was,
simply extending my ministry’
vear by year, now, expecting
each year to be the last. I was}

think now it should have been.

ready to quit at any time thaty

T

" ‘we should accept Mr. and Mrs.

the church should demand :a
change: But that demand 'did
not come. The 1928 conference
was held in Rapid City. That
was a gracious occasion. Mr. and
Mrs. Slocum, Merrill Powers and
myself rode to Rapid City with
Bro Doolittle in his new Ponti-
ac. The weather was perfect in
roing, while we were there and
returning.

. A Story on Merrill Powers
i § we desired Lo stargTeuriy

!Monslay morning upon our Rap-
tid City trip, it was agreed that

Doolittle’s invitation to spend
ithe night in their home in Irene.
1The Slocums ecould come up
jfrom Yankton in the morning.
| We and Brother Powers, at Gay-
lvi]le gave up our evening ser-
‘vices and went to Irene. After
‘supper Brother Doolittle said,
“Let’s drive to_Brother Siocum’s
service,’ ')a'j

That was eagerly agreed to by
all. Now, Merrill had announced
to his congregation that he |
must give up the evening seivice
in order to be at Irene on time.
;’On the way to Yankton Sister
Powers suggested, “It will be a|
joke on us if we find a number
of our Gayville people in the
Yankton service.” Soon after we

loads of Gayville Methodist peo-:

ple came in, to the embarrass-

ment of Merrill and Gladys.
In Rapid City the Slocums and

were seated two or three ecar-,qin T had not seen their two

Prunty, (Hazel Slocum):
. Mr. and Mrs. Whealy spent th
winter of 1928-29-with me again
We had mother. with us - this
winter, also. . - -
We had put on several at-

tempts in revival efforts. Had
a meeting in Davis with Broth-
er Doolittle as the preacher. An-
other in Hurley in which Doo-
little assisted as song leader.

HDuring this winter of 1929 we

had Jenkins as our preacher for
a short meeting.

On January 31, of that year, a
tragic event took place at the
parsonage, when our mother was
paralyzed. She survived the
stroke until May first, when she
was relieved from her terrible
sufferings in the hospital at
Yankton, where we had finally
taken her for better care than
we were able to give her in Hur-
ley, I was with hr all night pre-
ceeding her going, was compell-
ed to come home, that morning.
Just as I entered my home, Mrs.
Steeum phoned me that mother
had just passed away. This was
to have been a day of jubilation
to me, instead of a day of sor-

row, as it was the day of thel|-

visitation of Paul's family, who
had just completed their five
years Missionary service in In-

bright children, Elsie and Bir-
ney, both of whom were born in!
India, True to expectation they|

myself were entertained in the
| bome of Prof. and Mrs. Ear':

arrived upon the late afterncon:
train, when we drove .to Yank-|
ton.at once upon the invitation |
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ofMrs; Sloe

Our father;‘who passed’
some years before, was lieing in
the beautiful cemetery in Lin-
coln, Neb. It -had been mother’s
cherished wish to be finally

placed by his side. We made ar-
rangements with a Yankton un-
dertaking establishment to con-
vey, by hearse, to Lincoln,
Saturday morning, fthe Slo-
cums, and Mrs, Whealy in the
Siocum car, Pauls family and
myself in our car, with the
hearse, left Yankton early, for
the quite long and sad journey.
Late in the aflernoon we
reached the home of J. A.
Brown, our brother-in-law, in
University Place, Lincoln, where
our brother Will, sister Julia,
and others had gathercd. Ar-
-angements had been made for'
the interment. A minister of the:
city was present to read the.
commitment service. Just as the:
sun was sinking to rest after a’
most beautiful day, we laid the’
sapered remains of our dear!
mother by the side of, to her,
the greatest and noblest man
who had ever lived. To her he!
had been all that. If we bad!
travelled the entire country we
could not have found a more
beautiful or restful burying
place for our parents t'an where
they sleep side by side awaiting
the resurrection morn, when:
Christ shall come to accompany:
his people home.

1, This was Saturday and we re-’
mained with the Browns over:

. once became one of the most

© wives. Zora was making a
¢ beautiful keeper of the parson-

Sunday returning home Tuésday.|

Paul and his family remained
with me for some weeks, when
they went to Chicago, where he
entered Chicago University to
take advanced work leading to
2 classieal degree; which after
about two years he secured, an
M. A. :

QOur work in the church moved
on through the summer in a fine

harmonious manner. That fall,]

1929, I attended conference with
the brethern in Huron, where
Bishop Meade, of Denver presid-|
ed. Dr. Jenkins favored our re-!
maining in Hurley and Davis an-|
other year, our fifth, and as'
there came no protest from the!
church, that became our assign-
ment. .

October 30, 1929, a very graci,
ous evené, to me, took place)
Lest you should call me senti-
mental, T will not remain long
in recital of the details of this
event. One of the most devoted

members of the church was;
Miss Zora Inez Polley. In many|

ways, Miss Polley appealed to!
me, as she in many ways, re-.
sembled Mrs, Dibble, Upon the!
evening of October 30, -thro|
ministration of Brother Sloeum,!
and in the presence of several
friends in the family, she cast
in her lot with mine, and at

devoted and patient Preacher’s

age. I am feeling badly that
she _was eompelled to_quit the

{"active ministry when She whas restful occupation. We would;

i ‘just beginning. She made it
!'-possible for me to continue the
. few remaining years of my
i ministry. Zﬁhc is my perfect
©angel N :
Dear reader, I cannot tell you
. how my home and heart bright-

. ened up. The burdens and re-! But Dr. Hoagland was quite in-

sponsibilities of out work light-
. ened at once. I shall never for-
get the kindness of all the peo-
* ple, both under the shadows and
' the sun-shine.
" T might close this narrative
right here.
Of course our Teturn year
after year including 1933-1934,

" is known to nearly all who will }

read this story.

T am quite sure, now, that my

long continuance in the work
. wrought an injustice to niyself,
~ at least. We were ready to re-
. tire some time before we were
" ‘physically compelled to. Good

Dr. Hoagland, our
i superintendent, had a theory

1
I
t

1

efficient

. which he practiced for himself

drive about, bother our relatives
by ‘ealling upon them ‘more
often , ete. But why should we
give ourselves up 1o homesick
idleness when able to work?

The last year, 1933, 1 rather
jnsisted that we ghould retire.

i sistant that we should not. But
| two strange things happened.. T}
came from that conference sick|
and broken, have been in that
condition p\'er“sﬁhé'é“and sshall
probably continue in that condi-
tion. Our old-age plans have
gone glimmering. Dr. Hoagland
came back to his work, *hrew
himself into it, antil one Sab-
sath morning, while preparing
himself for his trip to an ad-
jacent town for serviee, the
Lord passed his way and took
this good, efficient, and active
warrior home with him. 1 am
saying that .release and dis-
charge from the Lord’s work
came to Dr. Hoagland and my-
self at the same time. The

' “and for the older men on his | chariot was ready for him, the
" distriet. He insisted that when

Master wishes me to hear a

" the Lord calls a man into mini-|little more pain and inconven-
. sterial labors, that when he istience. 1 am grying to do it re-

1

iknow and give him release.

: That conference, and DBishops

|

- thro with him be will let himlligiously.

I am able to be about the
,'home, do the out-side chores,’

| and superintendents, and disci- | gaving Mrs. Dibble that much of

! plinary regulations and laws |burden. 1 have not been up-

i have no right to interfere.

town for many weeks, but think

Tor sometime I had possessed I shall be able upon the coming

. an ideal for my retirement per- of spring and summer weather.
*jod.. T would be in good health,|I quit the work voluntarily
Mrs. Dibble and I would spend April 1st, 1934. We'should have

a_few days, perhaps years, _in [guit at the : fall conference, The
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-~ adequate

Setual period of my ministerial [T doubt if any other ‘member

Iabors extended over Forty-six|of our conference has builded;,

years.’

one of old,
Lord led me”.
radiant  with
blessed assurance. I am al
angelic charioteer shall
his steeds before our

HALLELUJAH! r

completion of this story—

wholly from memory,

packed and ready when the

Well, we will proe dfgo the]'

rebuilt, or remodeled more pro-.

-1 ean say trlumphantly with
) perties than your writ
“Thus far hath the Y ke

I wish to render -grateful

The future is|appreciation of good people in
certainty andj.

R ok LR A T2 e e anrn 1

: every echurch we have serve, 1
who “have st'lyed by the stuff’j
year after year and made, pos-'

relgNigible the achievements of the.
door—|inisteria) leaders who have

labored with them.
We have learned that the real
‘success and existence of the]

I have written this narrative church do not depend upon ariy
Never{man. ‘
have I kept a diary. The main

Probably some of the 'mcmnt

incidents and events of my min-.Jews may have thought every

istry have been recorded. After!
all, how short and apparently|great leader

depended
Moses.

thing upon | their

But the,

ineconsequential is the longest|soldier Joshua, although some-

‘and most active human_ life.
I ean say consistently T tried
}mrd to make my ministry ser-
ious, vital and helpful. 1 have
seen hundreds of people happily
converted at the alters of the
church, and many scores of
Christians and church members
enter into the “Fullness of the
Gospel as it is in Christ”,

secrate themselves to -special
Christian work, and go to India,
Africa, China, and other far off
regions to carry the lighted
torch of the gospel to benighted
peoples, .

I have seen the broken, in-
properties of the
,chureh, replaced, remodled,
'made fit again for “The Mas-

I have seen young people con-

what different, successfully led
God’s hosts through the swollen
stream, out across Canaan, into'
homes of their own.

Some eaid the chureh in Hur—
ley is doomed when Brother W.)
H. Stoddard shall bhe removed!
from it. The Lord took that!
old faithful warrior to himself,
and while we have missed great-
Iy his going, the church has not
ceared its life and activities. No
minister is so Important te the.
life and success of the kingdom
that his going will stop Gods
preat purposes.

I wish to thank all who have,
thro the expression of theiri
pleasure in our story, made thei

{writing- of it a delight and joy.'

Nearly every day some  one

‘ter’s Use”.

tells_in conversation or writfen|

-...._.;-—

page Thow greatly they emoy the
narrative. ©

Dear reader, this is the story
of one of the humblest minis-
tries our conference has had.
More than any thing else

ference. These holy men were
always kinder to me than I de-!
gerved. - Twice 1 have tried to
leave this conference, transfer-
ing to other conferences, and in
each receiving better mpomt—
ments than I have ever held in
the Dakota Conference.,but in
each case 1 became violently
homesick and lonesome for my
brethern at home,

i thank Mr, Hutchinson,
again for the fine way in which
he has published and cireulated
our simple story. Smcerc jove

to you all, ;
THE END /|

i

[ REMINISCENCES |

| J. H. Ilutchmson

I hope T am “not old enough as
yet to qualify as a writer of
;pmneer experiences, but after
treading the current instaliment
of Rev. J. B. Dibble’s Memmls,
1 thought a few observations in
lconnectlon with his early visits |
ko White and his pastorate thele
m}ght not be out of place. Es-
.pecnlly, since he passed rather:
hurudly over that first year at
{White

et e i gt

My first recoliection of Rev.
‘Dibble was when he paid a visit]

to_see that voung lady, whom].

miss the Brethern of the con-ij, her home for neighbors, At

Jgearce in those days.
B
i 1 am not sure, whether at this

fie Jater married; and had such
a happy compa.monshlp Mother,-
at that time, was trying: to: keep
the old homestead, and her two
children together, and when op-
portunity offeved, she ‘did sewing

this particular time, Mrs, Asa
Deughty wanted some sewing
.done for herself and children,
and thought it would be best to
have mother, sister and myself
come to her home while the sew-
ing was being done. So M.
Doughty came and got us. 1
have thought many times since
that along with the convemence:
it would be to them, to have
the sewing done in their home,'
was the opportunity to give us’
“kids” a good time and to do al
little missionary work, in the
matter of food, for that was

time, mother was making Miss
Doughty's wedding dress,or do-
ing other sewing. She did, how-
ever, make the bride's wedding
dress, which My, Dibble still has

'in his home here,

, While we were there a dash-

‘ing young minister, came- on a
courting expelition, and while

| T was too young to think of oh-
serving any of the details, or of!
F Mlaying any pranks, 1 rememb{er|

-} the occasion well. The younger)
| brother and sister of the favored:

iyouny lady, made much of thé
visit;.
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j'tive. There are one or two in-

but not discussed i tail.
,of the Dowieites, and this good ! ut not discussed in detai .

Preach a  sermon on "Divine’

was but little discussion in the'

.sound interpretation of the :

L

—ae.rest of the 'stol’,)” you a“{‘i‘mﬁ'&-c was lots of snow that win-,
Anow from Mr. Dibble’s na.rra-{tgz’_and it was at its worst while
; X ; . the meetings were in progress,-
]'stfm_oes 1n connection with his| made no difference on the at-,
Tnnistry at White, which were tendance however. Whole fami-|
pretty well mpressed O MMlies came in sleighs or doubled |
mind, so I will take the fiberty

to relate them. At this  time

up to make full loads and un-|
. . less the weather was imposible, !
:Tohn A-Iexandel DO\""le was hav-; they came every night, some of
g a gr.eat wave of ])opulant,s'r, them driving three and four,
anld. there were many people at miles and farther. Some of;
White who were pretty well these families would pick us up|
converted to his ideas, One ver g they came along, so we, moth.!
. e I < ] ] i
devout woman, a Telative byier, sister and I, went nearly ev-|
marriage of Mr. Dibble, becanie ery night. Rev. W. P. Slocum. |
%mte. ar‘}{e'nti}‘uﬁlasm‘c foIl‘Iower‘oi': I bolieve, asisted in the services,5
" cl);)vre, 1sf ]g _0‘;6’15’ ike the,and they resulted in a number
0.1%“’3? N d ;1 lownflsjend, were: ¢ converts. During those meet-
In;x:: a? _an E; tB. e SI’?WI?"_ings another boy and myself
o ! lueu;]po]s'm e Ulvine 0_1 xm-‘ did a few pranks at altar ser-'
racu ous caling was one of ?he. vice that might be mentioned,.
cardinal points in the doctrine
Practically all -of the “Oldi
- . Guard” of that tine have passed i
Healing.” He did, and it ‘ "

as

done to a “Queen’s Taste.” There: ggr’l;':giﬂ:f;e :;e QEES?E s?t:irti::’;
church after that on Dowieism times that remain. Not a Dough-
or divine healing, as I remember! ¥ b¥ name, remains in the com-,
it. There was no malice in his MUnity, that they did so much |
sermon, but it was based on a '¢ Duild and maintain. £ f"w{

woman asked Mr. Dibble to

;
: .. . 1 have found o imer -
scriptures on divine healing as CaSiO;lS thet n}; “I(rl” n e] Q:US e
. . . - 3y " o o
is generally accepted, or was in ab Herald readers are

those days. Tt was aforceful ser- "I'rmhug keen enjoyment in read-!

mon, and one that I have always "¢ Mr. Dibble’s Memoirs, and ii
remembered. am .deilg‘hte_d to have the oppor-)
. tunity to give these rich exper-|
During the winter the usual €DCes to the peodple through the‘i

N . medi T+ :
wival” meetings were he]cl..,"ﬁﬁh'i”ﬂ;g Vl?ﬁ)lﬁe(ﬁ%gg"uuu'—tc:x-“"“"

e
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After the organization of the
Board, of Trustees the Hurley®
Methodist Church was without
a regular pastor until the fall
when Rev. Mr, Clyde was sent
here to be in charge. At the con-
ference of <1885 Rev. J. H. Sparke
was appointed and served for
the year 1886. For the year 1887
we find the names of W. T. Car-
son and Thomas Aleock, The
year 1888 saw’ another change
when Rev. L. J. Bliss became
the pastor. Rev. S. J. Jones
terved for the year 1883, Dur-
ing the pastorate of the men a-
bove mentioned there was no
thurch building, and the Meth-
odist Society met in Kite’s hall,
(next to the Herald building},
in the Corner Cafe building and
dome services were held in the
Baptist church (the Maggie Pol-
ley home, now). It was during
the ministry of Rev. A, E. Car-
‘hart in 1890 that the present
church building was erected.

* Rev. Carhart served from con-
ference time in 1889 until the
fall of 1892, Rev. Alexander Ben-
Imett was appomted in the fall
.of 1892, but did not finish out
.the year due to illness. He was
ifollowed by Rev. George F. Hop-
1lins who remained until Octo-
bher 1894. For. the next year the

charge was served by Rev. John
‘Kaye,; who was succeeded by
Rev. L.W. Darling who served

for.three years and was Yespon-
| for three years 2

“ilsible for a large increase in the |

chureh  membership. Ie w_%isi
succeeded by Rev, H. 8. Farr®

‘who was here for one year. Then-
Jcame the Rev. J. Clark DuVall
2.who remained two years. The

next appointment brought Rev.
G. L. Granger., In 1904 came 2
inan who was destinéd to serve
thizs church at two different
times for a total of eight years,
the Rev. W. P. Slocum, now pas-
tor of the M. E. church at Ar-,
lington, 8 Dak, In his first pas-
torate here he served three!
years. Rev. W. O. Redfield came
in 1907 and remained for two
years, being followed by Rev. 8.
Olds for a period of one year,
For the next four years, Rev.
Wm. S. Rowden carried on an
active ministry. Then in 1914
Rev.s8locum returned to this ap-
pointment and served in a busy
and happy ministry until 1919,
Hiz successor was Rev. 0O, P.
Jackson, the father of the pres-
ent pastor of the Watertown M.
'E. Curch. In 1922 came Rev. H.'
'Q. Blackburn now at Beresford.
He left here in 1925 to become.
assistant pastor of the. First
M. E. Church at Sicux Falls. At
Tthe 1925 conference, the/Rev. J.
B. Dibble, who had served in this
state for many years, was ap-

3
B
'
'
t

pointed here, and as we all know:

half years, until the spring of

to retire. His successor and the
present pastor is the Rev. Walt-
er T, Ratcliffe, who came to
Hurley directly from his:.{rain-

was pastor for eight and one-’

1934, when ill health forced him.

ing at theological seminary; .. |

)

| Looking back over these rec-

|
|
f
!
j
!

~ords"it appears that this church {Ftthat time,
‘has been served by twenty-four jed, first by

different ministers, one of whom jence, and later
served at two different times.{lowa Conferenc
Rev. Dibble holds the record for1and preached ‘throughy this sec-
the longest pastorate and isjtion fotr about ten years. There
closely followed by Rev. Slocum, |is no doubt but that" the relig-
who served for eight years dur- tious needs of large numbers of
ing two pastorates. ipcople were cared for by this
These names are recorded here iman, who went wherever a help-
because each one of them has ing hand was needed. We today,
‘had some share in the fifty can hardly estimate the good
years of history of the Hurley that he did, and how he plowed
'M. E. Church. The earliest names ’and prepared the ground for the
‘ave of those who saw a newharvest which has since ap-
| state, new towns, new opportun-;peared.
“ities and had a part in the es-! Tn the fall of 1873 we find the
_tablishing of a new church. | Methodists of Middleton, Turner
Those who eame after, have la-' and Hurley townships being
‘bored through difficulties of all‘l'served by the Rev. J. W. Speng-

"kinds to preserve that churchiler who resided at Lincoln Cen-
and ‘go Dass it on to us today. | ter iuﬂ‘m t}}@ western part of Lin-
‘,B o f H' B f | coln county. He traveled thru
. these townships and held ser-

rle IStory 0 ¥ viees in the homes of many peo-
ple, including Cyrus Morris,

! T .
l Organlzatlon Of ‘;Hem'y Davis, Henry Smith,

James and Joseph Smith and W.

i P "’ |
. Board is Given
§ —— '
Religion follows the frontier,:
‘is.a remarl often heard among
icharch historians. It was truel
{in the colonization of America,

H. Stoddard. g}

Within. the next few years, es-
pecially these immediately fol-
lowing 1880, Swan Lake devél-
oped into quite a town, and with
its development came a Metho-
dist Soeiety, They built a church

‘and in the pioneering days in under the leadership of Rew.
‘South Dakota, 4 Batehelder. It" was the first
Methodism in this section’ Methodist Church in Turner

seems to have had its inception
with the work of Rev. C. W,

'Batchelder in the late fall of

(1871 or carly spring of 1872, He
glal)ored over the southeastern
ipart of Dakota Territory. Since
Ithere was no Dakota conference

b T ¥ m

il County and is said to have cost

$600. Around the work at Swan
Lake and the neighboring settle-
ments grew up the Swan Lake
Circuit. In the meantime a Meth-
Qdisg__ organization had grown up
at Lennox and those Methodists




Tiving alpng; the.
Lerﬁ .in’ -gastern” ,Turner, -county

Wwere transierred o the Lennox|

chaz‘ge When' the Chlcago and
Noréhwesta:n railroad put-‘its
hne through this section in 1883
the town of Hurley developed
and the chureh at’ Swan : Lake
was divided. A. few far mers from
nearby and from Spring Valley
contmued 1o attend but the lar-
ger partof the congregation he-
came part of the Methodist class |
in Hurley. Wm Conklin was the |
Superintendent of 2 Methodist |
Sunday School in Hurley, The

¥ plished iuntil 1890, R

A the years wen’c by the
chuieh: grew; some of the origi- 2
nal members passed to the Great
Béyond, réw. members came’” a--
long, many: children . were in-
fluenced for good by the Sunday
School and the devoted act1v1t1es
of numerous men and women
Many young couples found thelr
way t0 the parsonage to be unit-’ :
ed in the holy bonds’ of -.matri- |
| mony; their bables were baptiz-
1ed in the church, and friends

Class met mrKytes hall and 1a-*
ter in the haIl over DBrauch’s?
Drug Storé (now the Corner Ca- |
‘building), The Methodi st

,Class which was formally organ- {
uzgd_ by the:Rev. F. A. Burdick |
ot Parker in n 1884, consisted of
ten members! Wi Conklin, Clara
ConkIm, W. E. Wortman, Alice
iWortman A. A, Bayse, Maggie
Bayse, 'N. M. Bayse, Samantha
Pies, Wm Selby, and Matllda
Selby

= During the next winter defi-
'lilte plans for organization were
made anid on February 16; 1885 |.
six'men met with, the Rev Bur-
dick and formally otganized the
Board of Trustees of the Hur-|
ley Methodist Church, A sub-
seription list was eirculated for
funds for a church building and
by one week from then $799
had been subscribed, and a reso-
lutmn was. ‘passed - that . they.
should proceed to build. Howev-
er this purpose was not accom-&

y its portals. .The ministers who
have served here have considered
the whole community as its par--
ish, and their influence and abil-'
ity have been at the service of
the commumty for 'worthy pur—
poses.

If the church bulldmg could

speak it would tell us of, years

of plenty, of drouth, grasshop-
pers, of the passing of the prair-,
ie frontier, of local boys off to
the Spanish American War, of
financial panies, of the boys: who
went ‘to the World War and of
those who never came back: It
“would tell us of the men and
women who have found - peace;
,for troubled hearts, those who
have _felt  the salvation that
comes through Jesus Christ. For.
all the service .it has rendered
it must feel a real satisfaction.

May it remain for many: years
with open doors for those who

have a longing which the Chns— i

tian faith can meet..

and loved ones were buried from |
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